


LAND BANK COMMISSION MEETING

THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2014

ROOM 24 – CITY HALL BASEMENT

ATTENDANCE:   Colin Apse, Breana Behrens, Tom Jewell (Co-Chair), Cheryl Leeman (Co-Chair),   

Meri Lowry, William Mann, Dick Perry, Colleen Tucker, Bryan Wentzell (secretary)

CITY STAFF: Mike Bobinsky,  Doug Roncarati, Larry Walden

ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF A QUORUM

The meeting called to order by Co-Chair Tom Jewell at 5:04 PM.  Colin moved to approve the 
February 6, 2014 meeting minutes, seconded by Brianna, passed unanimously.

Review of draft Land Bank Annual Report - Cheryl

Cheryl recommended adding the Murray Street/Canco Road parcel (next to The Birches facility) 
to be added as a recommendation for inclusion in Land Bank in the Annual Report. It is 
currently a city-owned parcel.  

Motion by Bill to approve and forward annual report to city council. Second by Colleen Tucker.

Tom Jewell offered an amendment, second by Colin Apse to add recommendation of the 
Murray Street/Canco city land into Land Bank. Motion with amendment Passed Unanimously

Motion by Colin, second by Colleen on amendment to edit annual report to say that the three 
parcels recommended for addition to LB are already city-owned parcels. Motion Passed 
Unanimously

University Park: Motion by Colin, second by Breana to amend annual report to reflect history of 
parcel around previous effort to include in the Lands Bank. Passed Unanimously.

Motion to accept land bank commission annual report and forward to City Council. Passed 
Unanimously.

Review Land Bank Parcels for re-zoning and/or Additions (Cheryl)

Discussion of zoning of current Land Bank parcels and requiring 7 votes (instead of 6) to remove 
Land Bank status. Ensure that LB parcels are zoned RPZ (Resource Protection) ROS (Recreation-
Open Space). 

Motion: If a Land Bank holding is not currently zoned RPZ or ROS that it be rezoned ROS unless 
specifically noted for RPZ . Moved by Bill, second by Dick. (see list dated 3/26/14). Passed as 
amended unanimously. 



Amendment: Presumpscot River Preserve (Parcel E-10) to be zoned RPZ in its entirety. 
Passed unanimously.

Amendment: PATHS Wooded area to be zoned RPZ: Breana moved, Bill second. Passed 
Unanimously.

Amendment: Motion to Designate E-1, E-16, E-17, E-19 for RPZ. Bill moved, Meri 
Second. Passed Unanimously

Amendment: Bill motion, Colleen second. Make E-7 all RPZ. Pass Unanimously

Amendment: Motion by Bill, second Colleen. Land Bank concurs with action underway 
to designate E-25 as ROS by City Council.  Passed Unanimously.

Website Development

Breana expressed interest in helping Doug on the website. This item will be on the next agenda 
for review. 

Motion to adjourn by Cheryl, second by Dick.

Adjourned 6:35 PM

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the land Bank Commission will be on Thursday, June 19, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. 
in Room 24, City Hall basement.

Respectfully submitted

Bryan Wentzell, Secretary



Portland Land Bank Commission Webpage Considerations (2nd Ed.)

Webpage:

- Add scrolling pictures of properties?

o Include some photos of commission members in the great outdoors

- Additional Information?

o About the Land Bank Commission

 Mission

 We need to review the mission

 Objectives

o What is a Land Bank

 I.e. what kind of properties are included and what does it mean for those 

properties to be included in the land bank

o Techniques for Preserving Open Space

  In light of recent interpretations of the LB ordinance, is preservation through 

easement or deed restriction an option?

o History

o Council Order Establishing Land Bank Commission

- Land Bank Properties

o Description of Properties Significance

o How to Visit (maybe describe where to access/view the property or a trail map- if 

applicable)

o Lank Bank Holdings Map

- Add Annual Reports

o Archive of old reports

- Commission Members

o Include district and end of term

- Meeting Schedule

o Agenda and Meeting Materials

o Could this be in a calendar like format?

o How to help?

Additional Comments:

1. The LBC should make this webpage interesting and informative and give the public a reason to 

go to it frequently for updates 

2. A “what’s new” link or section could feature news about LBC activities and partnerships with 

other conservation groups such as PTs, the Parks Commission, etc.

a. Specific properties/parcels can be featured on the main page when they have be 

acquired, placed in the Land Bank or have some other interesting activity happening on 

them such as a new trail



b. Consider placing upcoming meeting agenda and most recently approved minutes on the 

main page as many committees do; This would increase the visibility of the LBC and 

possibly generate more public interest in what you do

c. Consider announcing field trips and opening them up to the public or create special 

outings specifically for the public to show them what you do   






























