
Legislative Committee Meeting 04­01­2019
Meeting

April 1, 2019

AGENDA

I. Call to Order
   

II. Approval of Meeting minutes
   

  a. Approval of March 25, 2019 meeting minutes
     

III. Legislative Update
   

  a. Review of Portland Education Non­Funding LDs
     

  b. Review of New LDs/Bill Tracker
     

  c. Staff Update
     

  d. Review of 2019 Legislative Committee Work Plan
     

IV. Meeting Schedule
   

V. Public Comment
   

VI. Adjournment
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CITY OF PORTLAND
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

March 25, 2019 MEETING MINUTES

The March 25, 2019 Meeting was called to order by Chair Pious Ali at 8:06 a.m. in Room 209, 
Portland City Hall, Portland, Maine

A. Attendance/Introductions:

Councilor Pious Ali, Chair, Councilor Jill Duson, Mayor Ethan Strimling; Portland Board 
of Education  Member Laurie Davis; Portland Board of Education Member Emily Figdor; 
Kate Knox, Bernstein Shur team(phone); Alysia Melnick,, Bernstein Shur team; Chris 
Feeney, Bernstein Shur team; Xavier Botana, Superintendent of PPS; City Clerk Katherine 
Jones; Mike Murray(Staff); 

B. Approval of minutes:

March 18, 2019 minutes – Mayor Strimling made a motion to amend and approve the 2-
25-2019 minutes; Councilor Duson second; minutes approved 3-0.

C. Review of non-funding education bills by Committee and Portland Board of 
Education and PPS Staff;

D. Review of legislative bills bills/bill tracker:

LD 1299 – Monitor
LD 1317 – Support; obtain staff talking points
LD 1318 – Support; ask for staff review
LD 1320 – Outcome
LD 1326 – Place with similar LDs for further review
LD 1333 – Place with similar LDs for further review
LD 1372 – Remove
LD 1383 – Remove

General Discussion about Local Option Sales Tax legislation/testimony; Committee 
Advises not to tax a position on amendments at this time; focus on moving concept of 
LOST forward before focusing on amendments;

Review of bill tracker and upcoming public hearings;

 D. Next Meeting Date

April 1, 2019 @ 8:00 AM
        

E. Adjournment

Councilor Duson moved to adjourn; second by Councilor Ali; vote 2-0 and the meeting 
adjourned at 9:37 AM.



Memorandum

TO: Chair Ali and Members of the Legislative Committee
FROM: Michael Murray, Assistant to the City Manager
CC: Jon Jennings, City Manager
SUBJECT: Staff Updates on LD’s
DATE: March 28, 2019

The following is a summary of staff comments on LD’s that are under consideration 
by the Legislative Committee:

LD 353 – “Act to Classify Recovery Residences as One-family Dwellings for the 
Purposes of the Fire Code”. The Committee has requested staff input on this LD; Fire 
Department opposes unless an amendment is made to “no more than 5 persons” to 
align with the Fire Code; staff is preparing written testimony; no hearing scheduled 
as of 3-22-2019;

LD 402 – “An Act to Restore Overtime Protections for Maine Workers”. Committee 
has requested an impact analysis as to the effect City of Portland workforce; public 
hearing was held 3-11-2019; 3-20-2019 work session tabled;

LD 415 – “An Act to Enhance the Retired County and Municipal Law Enforcement 
Officers and Municipal Firefighters Health Insurance Program”. Committee has 
requested staff input; public hearing schedule 4-1-2019;

LD 550 – “An Act to Amend the Definition of ‘Subdivision’ in the Laws Governing 
Planning and Land Use Regulation for Subdivisions and a Provision Excepting the 
Division of a New or Existing Structure from Those Laws Beginning July 1, 2018.” 
Staff indicates that the definition of “Site Plan Review: could be amended, but can 
live with the LD as is; public hearing scheduled as of 4-5-2019; Planning Director 
will testify;

LD 1041 – “An Act Regarding Collective Bargaining for Public Employees 
under the Municipal Public Employees Labor Relations Laws”. Referred to 
staff for input; Public Hearing 3-25-2019;

LD 1091 – “An Act Regarding Personal Liability of Government Employees”. 
Forwarded to staff for input; no public hearing scheduled as of 3-22-2019;

LD 1121 – “An Act To Acknowledge Potable Water as a Necessity”.  GA has indicated 
a potential issue because bottled water has a deposit on the container, and as such is 
not allowed; no public hearing scheduled as of 3-22-2019;



LD 1129 – “An Act TO Clarify Certain Provisions of the Maine Medical Use of 
Marijuana Act”. Staff will prepare testimony in support; no public hearing scheduled 
as of 3-22-2019;

LD 1177 – “An Act to Improve Public Sector Labor Relations”.  Corp. Counsel and HR 
oppose because the creation of binding arbitration on wages and benefits can force 
a municipality, through an arbitrator, into a contract it cannot afford public hearing 
scheduled for 3-25-2019;

LD 1222 – “An Act Regarding Electric Bicycles”. Staff input has been requested; no 
public hearing scheduled as of 3-22-2019;

LD 1247 – “Resolve, To Change the Work Requirement Rules under the TANF 
Program”. Staff are supportive, and feel that; no public hearing scheduled as of 3-22-
2019;

LD 1266 – An Act to Create Transportation Corridor Districts for the Purpose of 
Funding Transportation and Transit Services”.  Staff input has been requested; no 
public hearing scheduled as of 3-22-2019;

























  

             CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE

Legislative and Nominating Committee Meeting

2019 WORK PLAN

APRIL:

1. Immigrant Voting Rights for local elections
2. Rank Choice Voting for all local elections
3. Local Clean Elections initiative

MAY:

1. Proposal from City Clerk regarding Portland polling places
2. Maintain membership in Mayor’s Coalition

JUNE:

1. Develop Federal Legislative Agenda
2. Review of Boards and Committees – length of terms and term limits

JULY/AUGUST:

1. Local Lobbyist Disclosure/Registration
2. Review/modify Annual District Meetings  

FALL:

1. Evaluate/modify nominations outreach process for open 
board/committee positions
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