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Portland, Maine Bl VYes. Life’s good here.

City of Portland
Martin Luther King Recognition Task Force
June 26, 2017
4:00 PM
Room 24

AGENDA

Welcome and introductions
Review scope of the Task Force as defined in Order 173
Discuss whether the Bayside Trail remains a good candidate location to

recognize Dr. King
Review the list of streets submitted by Herb Adams

5. Adjourn
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Order 173-A-16/17
Motion to suspend the rules and take up a non-agenda item: 9-0 on 3/27/2017

Passage: 9-0 on March 27, 2017 Effective 4/6/2017
ETHAN K. STRIMLING (MAYOR) DAVID H. BRENERMAN (5
BELINDA S. RAY (1) CITY OF PORTLAND JILL C. DUSON (A/(Lg
SPENCER R. THIBODEAU (2) IN THE CITY COUNCIL PIOUS ALI (A/L)
BRIAN E. BATSON (3) NICHOLAS M. MAVODONES, JR (A/L)

JUSTIN COSTA (4)

AMENDMENT TO ORDER 173-16/17
RE: NUMBER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING TASK FORCE MEMBERS TO 9 AND
ADDITION TO CHARGE OF THE TASK FORCE

WHEREAS, the life of Dr. Martin Luther King shines like a beacon of justice through the years
that have followed his death, showing the world a way forward in the midst of
racial strife; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Portland wishes to find a way to honor the life and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King in the City of Portland, perhaps by renaming a
street,a park or public place in his honor;

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, that the Dr. Martin Luther King Recognition Task Force is
hereby established to consider how the life and legacy of the Civil Rights Leader
Dr. Martin Luther King may be best acknowledged and recognized, in the form of
renaming a street, park or similarly situated public space, by the City of Portland,;
and

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that nine members including one City Councilor as chair shall
be appointed to the Dr. Martin Luther King Recognition Task Force by the Mayor
which as per the City Charter may be overridden by six votes of the City Council;
and

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the Dr. Martin Luther King Recognition Task Force shall
report back to City Council’s Sustainability and Transportation Committee within
60 days of being appointed or at the latest by June 1, 2017 with a
recommendation, which must be approved by said Sustainability and
Transportation Committee and presented to the City Council by August 31, 2017;
however, the Task Force may request extension by the City Council of both dates,
which request, if reasonable, shall not be denied; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the Dr. Martin Luther King Recognition Task Force will
terminate on December 31, 2017 unless its term is extended by order of the City
Council, however the Task Force may request extension by the City Council of
the termination date, which request, if reasonable, shall not be denied.



RE: Dr. Martin Luther King, jr., in Maine
TO: MLK, jr., Recognition Task Force = ----- 9 June 2017

FR: Hon. Herb Adams -- Maine Sunday Telegram articles of
January 17, 1988

On his one known visit to Maine, May 7-8, 1964, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., did not speak in Portland. Dr. King spoke in
Brunswick at the First Parish Church, and in Biddeford in the
Field House of St. Francis’ College, today the University of
New England campus.

Some years ago I had the honor to interview many of those
who heard Dr. King in both places. Many of those people,
sadly, are gone now. But here are the articles I wrote about their
memories about those speeches, still vivid and strong after
twenty-five years had passed.
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spoken here in 1964
is felt years later

By Herbert Adams
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huniar ﬂﬁhw directly to the people
of Maine.

Tweniy-five years have not
dimmed the memory of the man or
his message, says ill Whiteside,

who speak before &
hushed, jam- ml:ied ha.ll in Bruns-
_wick one spring night in 1064, ——— :

“You could have heard Lhe pro- !
verbial pin drop,” he reecalls. "It Pt
_was hoth moving and amazing, a0t~ B
an event you could attend and not §
remember for the rest of your life.”
Ring's Maine visit of May 7 end -
8, 1964, marked a time memorable
for all Americans — for all the
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wrong reasons. To A nation g
""“’ﬁfﬁme “assassination of .
e President Ken ,.the nightiy .
news added Police Chief Bull Con

nor of Birmingham tuming dogs = e
and firehoses on pecaceful civil g8 ¢
rights marchers. It seemed, said
Time magazine, “that the nation is
suddenly falling apart.”

gainst this backdrop, King's
mess to .Maine seemed amaz-
ingly simple: Peace, he declared in
Biddeford and Brunswick, and_
nonviolence.

“This is the most potent wesg!
available to oppressed peoples.
Nonviolence disarms your oppo-
nent, for he doesn't know how to
struggle against it,” he told Bidde-
ford audiences.

To manyv Mainers, such strup-
gles seemed far away. For v
that reason, Biddeford’s St. Francis
College (now the University of New
England) brouzht a galaxy of the
foremost activists of the 1960s
Down East, said one account, "to
bring our Maine cammunity’ more
acute awarenéss of the civil rights

problem, since.our consciousness
is rather dulled by our distance
from the bloodshed and violence."”
Dorothy Day, Roy Wilkins and
Bayard Rustln joined Biddeford's
symposium on civil rights, titled
“The Negro and the American
Quest for Identity.” But thé draw- .
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his daddy’s church,”

“ Wells of Portland. “But the first
time I recollect shaking hands with
Martin Luther Hing was ia the-
middle of 16th Street in Washing-

Memorial in 1963.” ‘.
- Wells speaks with a Southern

.accent 25 warmm a3 the sun on the

fields of his native Georgia. In his

vouth, he was amang the handful of
whites who atiended services at
black churches in Atlanta.

"My mother was active in Eben-
I went with her. Atlanta's black
churches were not segregated, and
whites were welcomed with dignity
— but noblack everwent toawhite
church. Some lessons you leained
young." )

The pastor of Ebeneezer Baptist
was the Rev. Martin Luther King
Sr., known to all as “Daddy King.”
He was "a big, powerful, loving
man,” Wells recalls, ""a great
believer in education, and his son
benefited from that, but his son was
adoer.” _

-Now pastor of -Portland's his-
toric First Parish Church, Wellsisa
southerner turned northerner, a
lawyer turned minister, who has,
seen the sword of justice cut from
both sides.

As a lawyer in the U.S. Air
Force's Judge Advocate Corps, he
drafted the order that Secretary of
Defense Robert McNamara signed
into law, desegregating housinf on
all U.S. military s. In 1961 he
left the law to enter Howard Uni-
" versity’s Theological School, as the

only white in his entire graduatipg
¥ class. “I returned to the real worl
and real work,” he-says.

In 1963, as pastor of Washinf-
ton's Mt. Vernon Church, Wel
organized the Unitarian delegation
in the famous March on Washing-
ton. “We felt real fear; we didn't
know who might come in to break it
up. We several hundred set off
down-16th-Street—-and Dr. King -
came back along the line and
marched with us a while. It sur.

e ) " Associated Press
March on Washington on Aug. 28, 1963.

joined with K

Boys prayed together, men marched together =

¢ the Rev, . John .

Einolp—

that speechon.”

The Rev. John Wellsof
Portland’s First Parish Church
‘marched with King.

prised us all. And our picture, side

by side, was on the front of the
Washington Post the next'day,” he
o King’s "l Ha Dre

ng's "I Have a Dream” g
that day was both a masterl:)eigghe
and '?t nﬁlem{:&gﬁ;:’ellem.

“It was. e it caught
you both in mind and spirit and £‘u.
were completely lost in it, in the
sun, the crowd and the sound. .

“But more important, it said-
there was hope for blacks and
whites, that the walls of segrega-
tion would come tumbling down.
This was a force that could not be
dismissed .— no way, ever, from

e
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Bangor Theslogical Seminary,
Bangor: Servica of ;
rema! rance at Beech Chapel
from 410 4:30 p.m., followed by .
talk by Gerald Taibot of Portiand,
- former president of the Portland
Chapter, NAAGP, in Weliman

—cemmons. At5:30p.m;;alsoin

the Commons, a pot luck supper
will be held, followedbya
" sing-along unfil 8 p.m.
The Movies on Exchange Street,
Poriland: From 3to 5 p.m.: Civil
rights journalist Luiz Overbea
ofthe chriaitian So_igr‘r‘oe Monitor,
discussing King and histimes
from his - ive as the first
black staff reporter at the

| Wington-Salem (N.G-

Preceded by two short films:
“Great Americans, Martin Luther
, King," and * Happr?alnhda}g Dr..

' rriisaion

Tho Sonesis Hotel, Poriiand:

8:30 a.m. breakfast in honor of

King. Tickets available

individually or by table. For

k“mmm,calma-m:— -
Woodiords Corner
- -Congrepational Church, .
Poriland: Noon: the Rev., Eli
Smith of Green Memorial AME
Zion Church willlead an

- -@oumaenical worship seyvice. -
Monument Square, Portland: 7
p.m.: Rally followed by
wdiaﬁg mrowamnmpﬁm

_._..,.._s-.

.p.ﬂ“'._ __'_‘:-_-—n#- “‘fﬁw5ﬂ%“"‘"_~_ y

Klng s life and worke.

. Colby Coliege, Watsrvllle: Karen

-- King will spsak-Dorathy Cotton, -

Russall, an andthe
- daughter of basketball star and
coach Bill Russell, will talk about
racism and privlloge fallowing a -
service in Lonmar Chapel at

7:30 g
Biddeiord: Two coileaguéii of

former director of Citizenship
Education Progri
“"Southeren Christian Leadership .
Conference, will conducta
workshop on the role of musicin
the civil rights movement from
Decarym oAy el Whians 6.2
i
Anderson, founder and first
president of the Albany
. Movement and adirectorofthe
- SCLC, will deliver thisyear's
Martin Luther King Address,
*The Dream Lives On,” from
noonto1:30 p.m., alsoinroom-—
202 of Decary Hall.

Friday, Jan. 29

Bowdoin (:ollagn. Brunswick:
“Living the Dream: Let Freedom
Ring,” program, coordinated
e eoll Atro-American _
Society. ;:phlc
inthe

Afro-American Center Library.
Service at 10 a.m. in the campus
chapel, follc
" juncheon in Wentworth Hall at
noon.’At 12:55 balioons will be -
M on Ve Quad; and at 2

"-\—-‘-!-n Etl-gu Otﬂnﬂ

T UEaL t-lu\-.-\bh-i-"r i ‘.m.m nﬁ%“ FAe oy e S
raciem in contemporary life, also
in Wentworth Hall.

ramsforthe

ranintormal |
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__Continued from
first page this mﬂon

Wellslast sat beside Kingin the

‘puipit of Brown’s Chapel, in Selma,

Ala., for the 1965 march to Mont- .

gomery — a gauntlet of utl
g oNaT Ol

“that took the life of a friend Wells
___had urged to_

_for_the march,
e memory st ll causes pain,
Wells admits. "N allmemories
do.lt;ulvhn

~at Howard | lversﬂy ’

nctually afraid that night. Black

e e in e wvess- e

gs we nearby on

'Ith Street. I was a lone white man,
and I was really afraid.”

Wells, now 60, is one year older -
than King would be today. Helsnot

‘T was

“one to live in- memoﬂes"”‘rhbsu
days aren't sad to thinik of. There’s”
always work to-be done. Yes, u
fﬂi dimuragedrmldm T q

”——— -

ay,mywork(smominthe

"*!ﬂhg,anuweo_v’“eﬁllmntbomme—

name ol' King's ' most famous

Have a Dream.” s -
Students of Béwdoin's Political
Forum bro
to Brunswi

t Rustin and King on
‘s historic First Parish

fewmonthsold:—

Chul'ch ‘on May 7; During the Civil

old church had been a stop.

untlm und’

nderground Railroad, fun-

neling slaves to freedom in Canada.
| When the Rev. Cal

vin-Stowe was

its pastor, his wife, Harriet Beecher

Stowe, had worshipped there while

wrltlng “Uncle Tom’e Cabin.”

mruhu—ﬂw—%st‘pnbﬁc‘“"“‘
place in town,” rocalls Silk White

gide, then and now. & Bowdoin
histc;ﬁy professor. "And it was
packed to absolute capacity and

more. Bowdoin was making a big
by thrust then to recruit black and’ |
-1 minority admiissions, and the stu-

dent body was very activist — not
- like the Bowdoincampus today.
During his visit to the campus,
King also visited an exhibition at
_the _college art_gallery ‘on “The ..
- Negro in American Art.”
Printed news accounts of his

come to grips with nonviolent ways

there Is desegreation or integra-
re esegrega or gra-

tlon tt'there isno world.

Dr. King ever did was to declare his J.
ition to the war in Vietnam in
7. We have to-make-the world —

!
i

z e
traces out a few Iihen of lﬁng’s
famona hrases about freedom's
savors them, one pulpit
vet.eran saluting another. “It’s right

el

Old Testament oratory,” he smiles,

“From the book of Amos: 'Let
Justice roll down!" And itwill. Ifwe
work, it will.”
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TO: MLK, jr., Recognition Task Force ----- 9 June 2017
RE: Portland Streets Named for Prominent People

FR: Hon. Herb Adams ( who encourages additions and corrections )

The practice of naming significant locations in our community in
honor of prominent people is not a new one.

Following the Revolution and Maine Statehood ( 1820 ) several
Portland streets and locations were named in honor of founders , patriots
and significant others in the development of the nation, state, and city.
The honor commenced immediately after Falmouth town ( now
Portland ) began rebuilding after the Revolution, and old names from the
past like King Street ( now India ) and Queen Street ( now Congress )
were rejected in favor of new names fitting to the new nation.

The following list illustrates this practice. It is not comprehensive.
( Note : the * following a name indicates that person actually visited
Portland. Persons with no such symbol never visited Portland . )

Washington

Adams *

Jefferson ( discontinued street off Brackett )

Madison

Monroe *

LaFayette *

Franklin

Hancock *

Revere * ( street in Deering, a city absorbed by Portland in 1899 )
Neal * ( for John Neal, prominent abolitionist and civic activist )
Dow * ( for Neal Dow, prominent founder of Prohibition, and former Mayor )




Streets Named for Persons of Color
( Currently there are very few in Portland )

Ponce Street * ( for Ernesto Ponce, a popular and prominent 19™-Century
Hispanic tobacconist and entrepreneur. Ponce’s Landing on Peaks is named for
him. )

Douglass Street * ( possibly for Frederick Douglass, prominent 19" Century
orator and abolitionist, a frequent speaker in Portland. More research must be
done to confirm this )

Prominent Squares

Andrews Square * (for Harold Taylor Andrews ( 1893-1917 ), the first
Portlander and first Mainer to die in World War 1 )

Longfellow Square * ( for Henry Wadsworth Longfellow ( 1807-1882) , Portland
native and prominent 19" Century poet )

Notably Missing

There are no prominent streets or squares named for members of the J ewish
faith ( the Jacob Cousins * Memorial stone on the Eastern Prom commemorates

the first Jewish Mainer to die in World War I ) ; prominent Irish ( the John Ford
* monument stands in Gorham’s Corner, named for an English grocer ) ;
Armenians ( many emigrated to Portland following the 1915 Genocide ) ; Italians
(the Peverada Boy’s Club building on Cumberland Ave and the Evie Cianchette
building in the Old Port are Portland’s first structures named for those of Italian
background ) or working-class women ,  such as the Star Match Company
Girls * or the Eastland Laundry Lady Workers. *

Note : One exception for the Irish is O’Brion * Street on Munjoy Hill,
named for a popular 20"-Century city councilor .





