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PORTLAND PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, May 18, 2016 

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Portland Public Library, Room 4 
 
Announcement of decisions of previous meeting:    
‐ The Portland Public Art Committee voted to create a subcommittee to guide the creation of an Art 

Underfoot memorial. [9‐0 in favor LaCasse moved, Duson seconded].   

‐ The Portland Public Art Committee recommends that the Common Ground Gazebo located in Payson 
Park be deaccessioned from the Portland Public Art Collection and that it be destroyed. [9‐0 in 
favor, Kirby moved, Cradock seconded] 

 
1.  Call to Order 

‐  Approve Minutes from April 20, 2016 
2.  Project Reports 

‐  Collection assessment – RFP responses 
‐  Langlais – Burbank Library, Puffin lighting 

  ‐  Art Underfoot – missing brick replacement updates; memorial updates 
  ‐  Portland Brick – installation updates/ sign installation 
  ‐  Maintenance 2016:  

‐ Common Ground Gazebo deaccession 
‐ Three sign relocations 

      ‐ Loring Memorial repair update 
‐   Room 24 Artwork plan, budget updates  
‐   Woodfords Corner – public art commission update, public meeting in June 

3.  Subcommittee Reports 
‐  Governance/Board Development Subcommittee  
    ‐ Guidelines Revisions (Devlin) 
‐  Communications Subcommittee Report 
    ‐ Website updates (Cradock) 

  ‐  Site Selection Subcommittee 
      ‐ Congress Square Art Selection – updates, NEA Our Town grant   
  ‐  Gifts Subcommittee 
4.  Other Business 

‐ Request from Evanston, IL to use the Little Water Girl mold (see attachments) 
‐ Request from Lincoln Middle School to help conserve two statues (see attachments) 
‐ Temporary Art – Icelandx207 approved, The American Dream to open June 3rd  
‐ Electrical box competition – updates  
‐ Annual dinner to follow at Bao Bao @6:15pm 

Next Meeting – Wednesday, June 15, 2016 































Caitlin Cameron <ccameron@portlandmaine.gov>

Fwd: statue(s) conservation: a question for you 

Lin Lisberger <lin.lisberger@gmail.com> Fri, Apr 29, 2016 at 7:31 AM
To: Caitlin Cameron <CCameron@portlandmaine.gov>

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Phyllis Hey" <heyp@portlandschools.org>
Date: April 28, 2016 at 2:18:07 PM EDT
To: <lin.lisberger@gmail.com> 
Cc: "Suellyn Santiago" <santis@portlandschools.org>
Subject: statue(s) conservation: a question for you

Hi Lin,
It was really nice seeing you at the Toad and Co Warehouse sale recently. I know we spoke of
your involvement as Chair on the Portland Public Art Committee which is why I am writing.

I am the community coordinator at Lincoln Middle School and my principal, Suellyn Santiago,
contacted me about her search to find monies to conserve two statues in our foyer, one of
Abraham Lincoln and the other of George Washington.  

As Kevin Tacka says in his conservation estimate (attached here) :  "The class of 1926­27 had the
good taste and chose the best life­size sculpted likeness' of Abraham Lincoln by August Saint­
Gaudens, and George Washington by Jean Antoine Houdon. Both statues have seen better
days..."
As you might imagine we have no funds for such an endeavor, estimated at $4050, in our budget. 

Dave Onos from the City presented the estimate at a facilities meeting and Craig Worth suggested
to us that the Portland Public Art committee might consider such a proposal.
Before we go any further I wanted to ask your opinion of the success of such a proposal as it
appears to fall within the realm of your mission. 
The statues are impressive and need some repair and attention. We believe they are of historic
and cultural significance. I recall touring Daniel Minter through our school one day as he was here
for the launch of his Kwanza stamp and how intrigued he was by both of the statues.

Thank you for your time Lin and I look forward to hearing from you.

Phyllis

Phyllis Hey
Community Coordinator
Lincoln Middle School
874­8145/ fax #874­8288
Presumpscot Elementary School
874­8220/fax # 874­8286
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Tackastudio
Kevin Tacka
73 Emery Street
Portland, Maine
04102
kevintacka@gmail.com
207-318-8050
Fully-Insured

March 13, 2016

Estimate Prepared for:

 Lincoln Middle School
522 Stevens Avenue
Portland, Maine 04103

       Estimate for Maintenance and Restoration Services 
                   on Plaster Statues 

          of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln

Cleaning:     $ 200.00

Infilling of cracks and holes:    $ 300.00

Paint application:                               $ 500.00

Wooden Base Refinish:                    $ 150.00

Lincoln: Raise,Level, Secure:          $ 300.00  Lincoln only

Supplies:                                              $ 200.00

        Total estimate :                        $ 1,650.00    ( $1,450.00 reduced 
from 1st estimate )

Washington's right arm and walking stick replacement: 

optional $ 2,400.00 Washington only

Total estimate with new arm:        $ 4,050.00

 The class of 1926-27 had good taste and chose the best life-size sculpted likeness' of Abraham Lincoln by August Saint-Gaudens, and George Washington by Jean Antoine Houdon. Both statues have seen better days, but with careful labor, some good materials and 
close attention to details, your statues will be looking as good as new.

After examination of your cast plaster statues, I find them to be in good condition, with some general paint chipping, and various surface issues, that can be addressed and repaired.

 Lincoln seriously needs to be stood up straight and secured. I will also strengthen the plaster base for each statue.

Washington could have his right arm and walking stick recreated. The existing replacement arm/sling wraps around the back and is nearly out of sight.

All unstable surfaces will secured.

All the service work that I am proposing will be carried out in-situ on location.

No harmful materials will be used on the school premises.

The finished work and materials will be of museum quality.

Jobs like this do not come around very often, so I am very excited in having the opportunity to apply my skills to this project.

Sincerely,   Kevin Tacka




