
 
 
 
 

City of Portland 
Remote Rental Housing Advisory Committee 

 
 Monday, November 14, 2022 at 5:30 PM 

 
To submit written public comment on an agenda item, email Vvolent@portlandmaine.gov. Submissions must 
be received by 12:00 pm the Friday before the Rental Housing Advisory Committee meeting to guarantee their 
inclusion in the agenda packet. All submissions must include the commenter's name and legal address. To help 
ensure your comment is submitted for the correct item, please include the name of the agenda item (see below). 
 
REMOTE ACCESS INFORMATION: 

The Rental Housing Advisory Committee will conduct this meeting remotely via Zoom pursuant to the Remote 
Meeting Policy adopted by the Portland City Council. Please install the free Zoom app to join. If you are not 
able to attend via Zoom, a recording will be available in the Agenda Center following the meeting. 
  
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/83801469641#:~:text=Link%20to%20join,us/j/83801469641 
 
For public comment via Zoom, you will need to use the "raise your hand" feature. To raise your hand via the 
telephone, please hit *9. You will be unmuted by the host when it is time for public comment. 
 
To join via Telephone or one-tap mobile dial: 
1 929 205 6099 
 
Webinar ID: 838 0146 9641 
 
 
1. Review and Approval of Minutes of the July 28, 2022 meeting  

  a. Draft Minutes 7-28-22 
 

2. Update and changes in RHAC membership  

3. Nomination and selection of new Tenant Co-Chair  

4. Discussion of upcoming meeting schedule and future meeting dates.   

5. Discussion of results of November 8 election and City ballot items applicable to rental 
housing. 

 

  a. An Act to Protect Tenants in Portland 
 

6. Public Comment  

7. Other Business  

Page 1

https://portlandme.civicclerk.com/web/home.aspx
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/83801469641#:~:text=Link%20to%20join,us/j/83801469641


Rental Housing Advisory Committee 
Minutes of Remote Meeting held on July 28, 2022 

 
 

Committee attendance: Meredith Cook, Jeremy Lock, Crow Norlander, William Sedlack, and 
Regan Sweeney 

Absent: Nora Graves, Wendy Harmon, Jonathan Kurzfeld, Christopher Marot 

Staff attendance: Victoria Volent 

 

 Item 1: Review and Approval of the Minutes of the May 26, 2021 Meeting 

On motion made by Regan Sweeney, seconded by William Sedlack, the Committee voted (5-0) 
to accept the minutes. 

   Item 2: Discussion of upcoming changes to RHAC membership (departure of M. Cook, new 
Tenant rep. position open for application as of August 1, interviews in September) 

Regan note Meredith Cook’s departure from the Committee and noted the opening for a new 
tenant member.  

Item 3: Nomination and selection of new Tenant Co-Chair 

The Committee discussed and decided to table this item to allow absent members the 
opportunity to participate in the discussion. 

Item 4: Discussion of upcoming meetings (no committee meetings in August) and potential 
change(s) to future meeting dates 

Regan Sweeney asked if Committee members would like to changed the date of future 
meetings.  The Committee discussed and decided to table this item to allow absent members 
the opportunity to participate in the discussion.  The next meeting of the RHAC will be 
September 22.  Staff was directed to conduct a doodle poll surveying what day of the week 
members prefer to meet. 

 Item 5: Discussion of upcoming citizen initiatives/ballot items regarding rental housing, 
including proposed provision prohibiting rental application fees. 

Regan Sweeney opened the discussion by noting  there will be thirteen citizen initiatives on the 
November ballot.   One initiative, “An Act to Protect Tenants in Portland” (exhibit A of the 
packet of material), would prohibit all application fees for rental housing units, including but 
not limited to any fees or charges to applicants for background checks, credit reports, rental 
history records and/or reference checks, eviction records and/or employment verification.    
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Item 6: Discussion of potential new recommendation to HEDC re: rental application and/or 
“holding” fees,. See, RHAC’s February 5, 2020 recommendation to Housing Committee re: 
provisions regarding rental application fees, and upcoming ballot initiatives addressing rental 
application fees. 

     Crow Norlander presented amending the definition of “rental application” from Chapter 6 
Section 6-221 to include “deposits, or other potentially refundable payments made prior to the 
signing of a lease or other contractual housing agreement.  The term further encompasses any 
additional expenditures or remuneration”.  The Committee discussed whether or not there was 
still some ambiguity around rental fees versus “holding fees” to the extent that it merits moving 
the draft memo forward, with the proposed amendment, given the “Act to Protect Tenants in 
Portland” is proposing to prohibit all application fees.  Members noted the memo and 
amendment underscores the new practice of requiring “holding fees” should be called out and 
specifically prohibited.  Additionally, it is not certain the ballot initiative will be successful which 
subsequently is another reason to brings forward this item of concern to the Housing and 
Economic Development Committee.  The Committee discussed and decided to table this item 
to allow absent members the opportunity to participate in the discussion.  

Item 7: Development of committee work plan and ideas for 2022 

    The Committee discussed and decided to table this item to allow absent members the 
opportunity to participate in the discussion.   

Item 8: Public Comment 

The meeting was opened to public comment, seeing no members of the public present, the 
public comment period was closed. 

 

On a motion made by Regan Sweeney, seconded William Sedlack, the Committee voted 
unanimously (5-0) to adjourn. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:07 PM.   

Respectfully submitted by Victoria Volent 
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