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CITY COUNCIL MEETING - MARCH 20, 2023 AT 5:00 PM

The Portland City Council will hold a City Council Meeting in Council Chambers. The Honorable Kate
Snyder, Mayor, will preside.

To submit written public comment on an agenda item, email publiccomment@portlandmaine.gov. Submissions
must be received by 12:00 pm the day before the Council meeting to guarantee their inclusion in the agenda
packet. All submissions must include the commenter's name and legal address. To help ensure your comment is
submitted for the correct item, please include the order number (see below).

REMOTE ACCESS INFORMATION:

The City Council will conduct this meeting from Council Chambers, located on the second floor of City Hall.
The public may attend the meeting in person, however space in Council Chambers is limited. The public is
therefore strongly encouraged to participate remotely via Zoom pursuant to the Remote Meeting Policy adopted
by the Portland City Council. Allow your computer to install the free Zoom app to get the best meeting
experience. If you are not able to attend live either in person or via Zoom, a recording will be available in the
Agenda Center following the meeting.

For public comment via Zoom, you will need to use the "raise your hand" feature. To raise your hand via the
telephone, please hit *9. You will be unmuted by the host when it is time for public comment.

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://portlandmaine-gov.zoom.us/j/89911473409?pwd=NIIpZXRiWms3NmIHQTNwaVZSWHI1hZz09
Passcode: 115765
Or One tap mobile :

US: +19292056099,,899114734094,,,,*115765# or +13017158592,,899114734094,,,,*115765#
Or Telephone:

Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):

US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 305 224 1968 or +1 309 205 3325 or +1 312 626
6799 or+1 646 931 3860 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 360 209 5623 or +1 386 347
5053 or+1 507 473 4847 or +1 564 217 2000 or +1 669 444 9171 or +1 669 900 6833 or +1 689 278
1000 or +1 719 359 4580 or +1 253 205 0468
Webinar ID: 899 1147 3409
Passcode: 115765

International numbers available: https://portlandmaine-gov.zoom.us/u/koJo6UgHX

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ROLL CALL:

5:00 P.M. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

RECOGNITIONS:

1


https://portlandme.civicclerk.com/web/home.aspx
https://portlandmaine-gov.zoom.us/j/89911473409?pwd=NllpZXRiWms3Nm9HQTNwaVZSWHlhZz09

Recognizing Pihcintu chorus' bronze award at the Anthem Awards - Pious Ali,
Councilor

The Portland-based Pihcintu Multicultural Chorus, founded by Con Fullam, has been
named a bronze award winner in the Education, Art & Culture category of the second
annual Anthem Awards, an extension of the prestigious Webby Awards that are
presented by the International Academy of Digital Arts and Sciences.

Recognizing Teresa Valliere, Founder of Friends of Woodfords Corner, as Maine
Development Foundation's 2022 Downtown Hero - Kate Snyder, Mayor

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

Minutes from the City Council Meeting of March 6, 2023
PROCLAMATIONS:

Proclamation 15-22/23 Recognizing April 2023 as Genocide Awareness and
Prevention Month - Sponsored by Kate Snyder, Mayor

Proclamation 16-22/23 Recognizing April 2023 as Arab American Heritage Month -
Sponsored by Kate Snyder, Mayor

Proclamation 17-22/23 Recognizing April 1-7, 2023 as The Week of the Young Child
- Sponsored by Kate Snyder, Mayor

Proclamation 18-22/23 Recognizing April 3-9, 2023 as National Public Health Week
- Sponsored by Kate Snyder, Mayor

CONSENT ITEMS:

Order 150-22/23 Declaring August 6 to 9, 2023 the Circus Smirkus at Payson Park
Festival - Sponsored by Danielle P. West, Interim City Manager

Longtime local arts promoter Portland Ovations will be presenting Circus Smirkus in
Payson Park with performances on August 7 and 8. The production will involve set-up
and break-down on August 6 and 9.

Circus Smirkus is a New England-based touring circus that has been in business since
1987. Their 2023 Big Top Tour Troupers features young folks from the ages of 11-18
from all over the United States and Canada. There will be two performances on both
August 7 and August 8 in the Circus Smirkus One Ring Tent. Each performance can seat
up to 750 audience members, and there will be a charge for admission.

Order 151-22/23 Declaring June 11, 2023 the Resurgam Music Festival - Sponsored
by Danielle P. West, Interim City Manager

The Maine Academy of Modern Music will present its second annual Resurgam Music
Festival in Portland's waterfront, Amethyst Lot, Moon Tide Park, Ocean Gateway and
Ocean Gateway Parking Lot and a portion of the queuing lanes, on Sunday June 11,
2023. Resurgam is an inclusive community-minded music and arts festival that will
showcase Portland's creativity and youth. This event is free and open to the public.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage of the Consent Calendar after public
comment.



LICENSES:

Order 152-22/23 Granting Municipal Officers’ Approval of One City Wine
Academy Inc, dba Citrus. Application for Class A Lounge with Indoor
Entertainment and Outdoor Dining on Private Property at 1 City Center -
Sponsored by Danielle P. West, Interim City Manager

Application was filed on 3/1/23. New City and State applications. Establishment
currently holds Class I FSE.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 153-22/23 Granting Municipal Officers’ Approval of Cera LLC, dba Cera.
Application for Class III & IV FSE with Outdoor Dining on Public Property at 1
Monument Square, STE 103 - Sponsored by Danielle P. West, Interim City
Manager

Application was filed on 3/1/23. New City and State applications. Establishment
currently holds FSE with Prep.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

COMMUNICATIONS:

RESOLUTIONS:

Communication 27-22/23 Regarding Staff Implementation of LD 2003 (An Act To
Implement the Recommendations of the Commission To Increase Housing
Opportunities in Maine by Studying Zoning and Land Use Restrictions) - Christine
Grimando, Director of Planning & Urban Development

As a communication this item requires no public comment or formal Council action.

Resolution 7-22/23 Adopting the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Housing and Community
Development Annual Action Plan including Appropriations for the Community
Development Block Grant, HOME, and Emergency Solutions Grant Programs and
Certifications Pertaining Thereto - Sponsored by Danielle P. West, Interim City
Manager

The 2023-2024 Housing and Community Development Program Annual Action Plan
reports to the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) a total
estimated budget of $7,025,091 (Community Development Block Grant (“CDBG”)
Entitlement Funds $1,843,198, $30,000 Downtown TIF funding, $20,000 Cotton St
proceeds, HOME Program Grant $1,037,237, Program Income and Recapture $119,312;
Lead Safe Housing Program Income $13,827; local Housing Trust Fund $3,704,156;
$162,241 Emergency Solutions Grant (“ESG”)funds ).

The CDBG Annual Allocation Committee, appointed by the City Council, reviewed each
application and made funding recommendations that will be presented to the Council.
The City Manager reviewed the Committee’s recommendations and submitted her
funding recommendations to the Council which include recommendations for CDBG-CV
funding. The Housing and Economic Development Committee reviewed the Housing
Program Budget at their meeting on February 22, 2023 and voted unanimously (4-0) to
recommend City Council approval of the budget.



The City’s public participation process requires two public hearings to consider the
City’s Housing and Community Development Program proposal. The hearings allow the
public to comment on the City’s Consolidated Annual Action Plan. Public hearings for
FY24 are set for March 20 and April 10.

This item must be read on two separate days. This is its first reading and first public
hearing. At the second public hearing on April 10, five affirmative votes are required for
passage after public comment.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Order 147-22/23 Authorizing General Obligation Bonds to Finance a Portion of the
City's Fiscal Year 2024 Capital Improvement Program in an Amount not to Exceed
$17,455,000 - Sponsored by the Finance Committee, Mark Dion, Chair

The Finance Committee met on February 9, 2023 and voted (3-0) to recommend the
funding appropriation and bond authorization to the full City Council.

The Fiscal Year 2024 Capital Improvement Plan (FY24 CIP) has been in development
since early 2022. The FY24 CIP will not increase net debt service related to CIP projects
in future City budgets as it was sized to simply offset other CIP debt being retired. The
list of 2024 CIP calls for $24,530,000 of new projects but only $10,600,000 of this total
will have a net impact to debt service in the general fund operating budget. A variety of
other funding sources including the enterprise funds (for sewer and stormwater projects)
are being used to finance the remainder. The $10.6M was a borrowing target set by
Finance staff in order to simply offset general fund CIP being retired. An additional
$6,855,000 of new general obligation bonds will be repaid via sewer user fees and
stormwater service charges. Two orders are required related to the CIP: one authorizing
the FY24 CIP bonds; and a second appropriating the proceeds and other funding sources
providing City staff with spending authority for the upcoming projects. A complete
listing of the projects being authorized is included within the orders.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on March 6,
2023. Seven affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 148-22/23 Appropriating Bond Proceeds and other Funds in an Amount not
to Exceed $24,530,000 for the City's Fiscal Year 2024 Capital Improvement
Program - Sponsored by the Finance Committee, Mark Dion, Chair

This is a companion order to the bond authorization order above.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on March 6,
2023. Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 149-22/23 Amendment to Zoning Map Re: IM-b Industrial-Moderate Impact
on Industrial Way - Sponsored by the Planning Board, Maggie Stanley, Chair

On January 24, 2023, the Planning Board voted (6-1; Silk opposed) to find the proposed
zoning map amendment from [-M Industrial-Moderate Impact to I-Mb Industrial-
Moderate Impact to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the City of Portland
and recommends to the City Council adoption of the zoning map amendment for the area
of land that includes 50 Industrial Way and parcels 326 B001001, 326 B005001, 326



ORDERS:

B007001, 326 B008001, 327A A001001, 327A A007001, 327A A008001, 327A
A009001, and 326 C005001. The proposed zoning map amendment application was
submitted by 50 Industrial Way LLC. on behalf of Allagash Brewery. This application
would facilitate the expansion of Allagash Brewery to accommodate future growth and
operations over the coming decade at 50 Industrial Way in the Riverton neighborhood.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on March 6,
2023. Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 154-22/23 Approving the HOME American Rescue Plan Allocation Plan -
Sponsored by the Housing and Economic Development Committee, Councilor Pious
Ali, Chair

The Housing and Economic Development Committee met on February 21, 2023 and
voted 4-0 to forward this item to the full council for approval.

The City of Portland and Cumberland County have prepared the HOME American
Rescue Plan (ARP) Allocation Plan in response to the ARP distribution of $3,594,143 in
HOME ARP funds for homelessness assistance and assistance to other vulnerable
populations to provide affordable rental housing, tenant-based rental assistance,
supportive housing services, and non-congregate shelter development. Prior to
submission of the HOME ARP Allocation Plan to U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD), the City is required to conduct public outreach, including a
public hearing, to ensure the distribution of HOME-ARP funds is aligned with public
sentiment.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 155-22/23 Approving the Rules of the Rent Board - Sponsored by Danielle P.
West, Interim City Manager

This item approved new Rules for the Rent Board. The recent revision to Chapter 6
approved by the voters on November 8, 2022 amended Section 6-263 (1) to make any
rules and standard policies adopted by the Rent Board subject to Council approval. The
recent revision also amended the way in which the Rent Board reviews and analyzes
requests from landlords for rent increases and requires the Rent Board, among other
things, to adopt a Maintenance of Net Operating Income (“MNOI”’) methodology. The
Rent Board approved the amended Rules and an MNOI worksheet at its February 22,
2023 meeting. The Rent Board is required to apply this new methodology when
reviewing all applications after March 1, 2023. The next Rent Board meeting is
scheduled for March 22, 2023 which is what gives rise to the request for emergency
passage.

Staff requests that this item be passed as an emergency, in order to allow the Rent Board
to apply these rules at its March 22, 2023 meeting. Seven votes are required for passage
as an emergency following public comment.

Order 156-22/23 Accepting and Appropriating a $39,270 Donation for the
Reconstruction of the Basketball Court on Great Diamond Island - Sponsored by
Danielle P. West, Interim City Manager



The basketball court on Great Diamond Island is an important public resource for
residents and visitors; however, because of its current disrepair, it is not playable. This
anonymous donation would help fund vital reconstruction, to include pickleball lines to
afford multiple uses of this public resource.

The total project cost is expected to be $77,000. The anonymous donation represents 51%
of the total project cost, with the remainder being pursued through CIP funds (via Order
148, also included in this agenda).

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 157-22/23 Setting an Election Date on a Citizen Initiative Amendment to the
Portland City Code Re: an Act to Improve Tenant Protections - Sponsored by
Ashley Rand, City Clerk

The public hearing for this Citizen Initiative was set at the March 6, 2023 City Council
meeting. Along with receiving public comment, the City Council will vote to set the
election date of June 13, 2023 for this item and to approve the language of the summary
that will appear on the ballot. That language is as follows:

An Act to Improve Tenant Protections maintains all tenant protections established in the
existing Rent Control and Tenant Protections ordinance. The Act removes incentives for
landlords to increase rents for existing tenants and discourages no-cause evictions by
allowing for the establishment of new Base Rents at the time of a new tenancy, but only
in instances when the prior tenant moves out voluntarily. The Act also brings Portland’s
rent stabilization ordinance into alignment with most local and national rent stabilization
ordinances.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

ADJOURNMENT:




