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REMOTE ACCESS INFORMATION: 
 
 
 
This meeting will be conducted remotely via Zoom pursuant to the Remote Meeting Policy adopted by the 
Portland City Council. Allow your computer to install the free Zoom app to get the best meeting experience. If 
you are not able to attend live either in person or via Zoom, a recording will be available in the Agenda Center 
following the meeting. 
  
For public comment via Zoom, you will need to use the "raise your hand" feature. To raise your hand via the 
telephone, please hit *9. You will be unmuted by the host when it is time for public comment. 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://portlandmaine-gov.zoom.us/j/86891780909 
Or One tap mobile : 
    +13052241968,,86891780909# US 
    +13092053325,,86891780909# US 
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
    +1 305 224 1968 US 
    +1 309 205 3325 US 
    +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
    +1 646 931 3860 US 
    +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
    +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
    +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
    +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
    +1 360 209 5623 US 
    +1 386 347 5053 US 
    +1 507 473 4847 US 
    +1 564 217 2000 US 
    +1 669 444 9171 US 
    +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
    +1 689 278 1000 US 
    +1 719 359 4580 US 
    +1 253 205 0468 US 
Webinar ID: 868 9178 0909 
    International numbers available: https://portlandmaine-gov.zoom.us/u/kc7eK26r2T 
 
I. Call to Order  
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II. Approval of Meeting minutes  
     
  a. Minutes from the meeting of May 18, 2023 
      
III. Legislative Update  
     
  a. Review: New LDs (Bernstein Shur) 
      
  i. LD 1897 (An Act to Improve Public Roadways on Unbridged Islands Not Served by 

the Maine State Ferry Service) 

 

  ii. LD 1970 (An Act to Enact the Maine Indian Child Welfare Act) 
 

  b. Review: Legislative Tracker (Bernstein Shur) 
      
IV. Other Business  
     
V. Adjournment  
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MEMBERS
Mayor Kate Snyder, Chair

Councilor April Fournier
Councilor Pious Ali

Councilor Regina Phillips
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I. Call to Order

 

Chair Snyder called the meeting to order at 8:08am. In attendance were Councilor Pious 
Ali, Councilor Regina Phillips, Councilor April Fournier, City Manager Danielle West, 
Chief of Staff Dena Libner, Kate Knox (Bernstein Shur), Alysia Melnick (Bernstein Shur), 
and Chris Feeney (Bernstein Shur). 

 

II. Approval of Meeting minutes
  
 a. Minutes from the meeting of April 28, 2023
   

 b. Minutes from the meeting of May 2, 2023
   

 c. Minutes from the meeting of May 9, 2023

Councilor Phillips made a motion to approve the minutes from the meetings of April 28, May 2, and 
May 9, 2023, seconded by Councilor Ali, vote (4-0).

   

III. Legislative Update
  
 a. Review: New LDs (Bernstein Shur)

The Committee discussed the following actions:

• LD 1893: Track the bill’s progress in Committee, discuss with Delegation
• LD 1901: Testimony to be drafted for a May 19, 2023 hearing
• LD 1904: Track the bill’s progress in Committee, discuss with Delegation
• LD 1905: Discuss with Rep. Skold, Track the bill’s progress in Committee
• LD 209: Bernstein Shur advised they would confirm the final bill language being considered by 

Committee.

   

 b. Review: Legislative Tracker (Bernstein Shur)
   

IV. Other Business
  
V. Adjournment

 Councilor Fournier made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Council Phillips, 
vote (4-0). The meeting was adjourned at 8:56am.
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Memorandum 
 

To: Portland, City of 
 
From: Bernstein Shur 
 
Date: May 17, 2023   
  
Re: New Legislative Bills Report 
  
 

Please find below the new legislative documents (LD) printed this week that we have flagged to 
be of possible interest to your organization.  Please indicate to us which bills you would like 
included on your tracking report. 
 
Thank you. 
 

LD 1935 (HP1243) 
An Act to Promote Workforce Development by Establishing a 

Workforce Development Program 

LD 1945 (HP1249) 
An Act to Provide a Property Tax Exemption to All Veterans Who Are 

62 Years of Age or Older and Increase the Current Exemption 

LD 1946 (HP1250) 
An Act to Amend the Income Tax Law to Expand the Middle Tax 

Bracket, Increase the Lodging Tax and Increase the Short-term 
Automobile Rental Tax 

LD 1949 (HP1253) 

An Act to Establish an Affirmative Defense to the Crime of Criminal 
Trespass and Aggravated Criminal Trespass That the Person Was 

Unhoused and Seeking Shelter 
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Printed on recycled paper

131st MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION-2023

Legislative Document No. 1897

S.P. 769 In Senate, May 9, 2023

An Act to Improve Public Roadways on Unbridged Islands Not 
Served by the Maine State Ferry Service

Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed.

DAREK M. GRANT
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator GROHOSKI of Hancock.
Cosponsored by Senator: RENY of Lincoln, Representatives: CRAFTS of Newcastle, EATON 
of Deer Isle.
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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §710 is enacted to read:
3 §710.  Island Road Maintenance Fund
4 1.  Fund established.  The Island Road Maintenance Fund, referred to in this section 
5 as "the fund," is established as a nonlapsing fund in the Department of Transportation.
6 2.  Use of funds.  Money deposited in the fund may be used by the Department of 
7 Transportation to provide grants to support public road maintenance for inhabited, 
8 unbridged island municipalities that are not served by the Maine State Ferry Service.
9 3.  Source of funds.  Money deposited in the fund includes, but is not limited to, 

10 revenue appropriated to the fund.  The fund may accept funds from other sources.
11 4.  Limit.  The balance in the fund may not exceed $5,000,000.
12 5.  Rules.  The Department of Transportation shall adopt routine technical rules as 
13 described in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A governing the making of grants from the 
14 fund to qualifying municipalities, with applications reviewed at least once annually.  The 
15 rules must provide that, when considering grant applications, the department must give 
16 preference to projects on islands that have a limited property tax base to support 
17 maintenance of public roads and projects that seek or have been granted funds from the 
18 Federal Government.

19 Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and 
20 allocations are made.
21 TRANSPORTATION, DEPARTMENT OF
22 Island Road Maintenance Fund N341
23 Initiative: Provides ongoing funding for public road maintenance for inhabited, unbridged 
24 island municipalities.

GENERAL FUND 2023-24 2024-25
All Other $1,000,000 $1,000,000

 __________ __________
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $1,000,000 $1,000,000

25 SUMMARY
26 This bill establishes the Island Road Maintenance Fund in the Department of 
27 Transportation to support public road maintenance for inhabited, unbridged island 
28 municipalities that are not served by the Maine State Ferry Service.  In making grants from 
29 the fund, the department must give preference to projects on islands that have a limited 
30 property tax base to support maintenance of public roads and projects that seek or have 
31 been granted funds from the Federal Government.  The bill appropriates $2,000,000 to the 
32 fund.

25
26
27
28

29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
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Executive Department
Danielle West
City Manager
19 May 2023

389 Congress Street, Portland, Maine 04101 | p: 207.874.8689 | citymanager@portlandmaine.gov

MEMORANDUM FOR PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE/NOMINATING COMMITTEE

FROM: DANIELLE WEST, CITY MANAGER
 BILL PATNAUDE, PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS MANAGER

SUBJECT: Importance to Support L.D. 1897 (131st Maine Legislature)

1.  On 9 May 2023, Legislative Document No. 1897, “An Act to Improve Public Roadways on Unbridged 
Islands Not Served by the Maine State Ferry Service,” was introduced to the Maine Senate and referred to 
the Committee on Transportation. This bill is of particular importance to the City of Portland as it could 
provide a new source of funding for Portland island roads.

2. There are three island communities (Peaks, Cliff, and Great Diamond Island (GDI)) that lie within the 
city limits of Portland, have accepted streets maintained by Public Works and meet the bill’s criteria of 
being inhabited, unbridged and are not served by the Maine State Ferry Service.  Casco Bay Lines is not 
part of this transportation organization. The roads on Peaks are mostly paved but there are still several 
gravel roads there. The public streets on Great Diamond Island and Cliff are all gravel. 

3. Maintenance of island gravel roads has always been problematic as they are subjected to plow blades 
during snow removal and erosion during heavy spring rains.  Adequately addressing all the gravel roads 
every year is unfeasible due to the size of the Island Services crew, the time required to perform the 
maintenance, the logistics of transporting material and equipment, and the cost to do the work.  In regards 
to the paved roads on Peaks, during most years, some money is carved out of the DPW paving budget to 
address those roads, but due to the high cost of contractor mobilization of equipment and personnel, only a 
very small fraction of the roads gets addressed. Some years, there is no paving on Peaks at all.  

4. During the 2022 Island Tour for the Mayor, City Councilors, City Manager and other key City staff, 
Cliff Island residents were vocal in their frustration with the lack of attention the City has given to their 
roads.  In a follow up meeting, City staff agreed to submit a CIP request for a contractor to address all Cliff 
roads in one major project.  The estimate for a project of this scope was $536,000.

5. Whether it is refurbishing gravel roads or tearing up old asphalt and laying down new pavement, 
maintaining island roads is very expensive. The competition for CIP dollars is keen so looking for 
alternative sources of funding is important to help maintain Portland’s infrastructure and take the pressure 
off CIP decision-making.  Therefore, it is recommended that the City of Portland’s officials support 
Legislative Document No. 1897, “An Act to Improve Public Roadways on Unbridged Islands Not Served 
by the Maine State Ferry Service,” and lobby our representatives to do the same.
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131st MAINE LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION-2023

Legislative Document No. 1970

S.P. 804 In Senate, May 18, 2023

An Act to Enact the Maine Indian Child Welfare Act

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.

DAREK M. GRANT
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator BAILEY of York.
Cosponsored by Representative DANA of the Passamaquoddy Tribe and
Senators: BEEBE-CENTER of Knox, BRAKEY of Androscoggin, BRENNER of Cumberland, CARNEY of 
Cumberland, CHIPMAN of Cumberland, CURRY of Waldo, DAUGHTRY of Cumberland, DUSON of 
Cumberland, GROHOSKI of Hancock, HICKMAN of Kennebec, President JACKSON of Aroostook, MOORE of 
Washington, PIERCE of Cumberland, RAFFERTY of York, RENY of Lincoln, ROTUNDO of Androscoggin, 
VITELLI of Sagadahoc, Representatives: ABDI of Lewiston, ANKELES of Brunswick, ARFORD of Brunswick, 
BRENNAN of Portland, CLOUTIER of Lewiston, CLUCHEY of Bowdoinham, COLLINGS of Portland, 
COPELAND of Saco, CRAFTS of Newcastle, CRAVEN of Lewiston, DHALAC of South Portland, DILL of Old 
Town, DOUDERA of Camden, EATON of Deer Isle, FAULKINGHAM of Winter Harbor, FAY of Raymond, 
GATTINE of Westbrook, GERE of Kennebunkport, GRAHAM of North Yarmouth, GRAMLICH of Old Orchard 
Beach, HASENFUS of Readfield, HEPLER of Woolwich, JAUCH of Topsham, KUHN of Falmouth, LANDRY 
of Farmington, LANIGAN of Sanford, LEE of Auburn, MADIGAN of Waterville, MALON of Biddeford, 
MASTRACCIO of Sanford, MATLACK of St. George, MEYER of Eliot, MILLETT of Cape Elizabeth, 
MILLIKEN of Blue Hill, MOONEN of Portland, MORIARTY of Cumberland, MURPHY of Scarborough, 
O'CONNELL of Brewer, O'NEIL of Saco, OSHER of Orono, PAULHUS of Bath, PERRY of Calais, 
PLUECKER of Warren, PRINGLE of Windham, RANA of Bangor, RIELLY of Westbrook, ROEDER of Bangor, 
SACHS of Freeport, SALISBURY of Westbrook, SARGENT of York, SHAGOURY of Hallowell, SHAW of 
Auburn, SHEEHAN of Biddeford, SKOLD of Portland, STOVER of Boothbay, Speaker TALBOT ROSS of 
Portland, TERRY of Gorham, WARREN of Scarborough, WHITE of Waterville, WILLIAMS of Bar Harbor, 
WORTH of Ellsworth, ZAGER of Portland.
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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  22 MRSA c. 1066 is enacted to read:

3 CHAPTER 1066

4 MAINE INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT

5 §3941.  Short title
6 This Act may be known and cited as "the Maine Indian Child Welfare Act."
7 §3942.  Declaration of policy
8 The purpose of the Maine Indian Child Welfare Act is recognition by the State that 
9 Indian tribes have a continuing and compelling governmental interest in an Indian child 

10 whether or not the child is in the physical or legal custody of an Indian parent, an Indian 
11 custodian or an Indian extended family member at the commencement of an Indian child 
12 custody proceeding or the Indian child has resided or is domiciled on an Indian reservation. 
13 The State is committed to protecting the essential tribal relations and best interests of an 
14 Indian child by promoting practices in accordance with all laws designed to prevent the 
15 Indian child's voluntary or involuntary out-of-home placement and, whenever such 
16 placement is necessary or ordered, by placing the Indian child, whenever possible, in a 
17 placement that reflects the unique values of the child's tribal culture and that is best able to 
18 assist the child in establishing, developing and maintaining a political, cultural and social 
19 relationship with the Indian child's tribe and tribal community. It is the policy of the State 
20 to cooperate fully with Indian tribes and tribal members and citizens in this State and 
21 elsewhere in order to ensure that the intent and provisions of this Act are enforced.
22 §3943.  Definitions
23 As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
24 the following meanings.
25 1.  Active efforts.  "Active efforts" means affirmative, active, thorough and timely 
26 efforts tailored to the facts and circumstances of the case and intended primarily to maintain 
27 or reunite an Indian child with that child's family.  When an agency is involved in the Indian 
28 child custody proceeding, active efforts must include assisting the parent or parents or 
29 Indian custodian through the steps of a case plan and with accessing or developing the 
30 resources necessary to satisfy the case plan.  Active efforts may include:
31 A. Conducting a comprehensive assessment of the circumstances of the Indian child's 
32 family, with a focus on safe reunification as the most desirable goal;
33 B. Identifying appropriate services and helping the parents to overcome barriers, 
34 including actively assisting the parents in obtaining such services;
35 C. Identifying, notifying and inviting representatives of the Indian child's tribe to 
36 participate in providing support and services to the Indian child's family and in family 
37 team meetings, permanency planning and resolution of placement issues;
38 D. Conducting or causing to be conducted a diligent search for the Indian child's 
39 extended family members and contacting and consulting with extended family 
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40 members to provide family structure and support for the Indian child and the Indian 
41 child's parents;
3 E. Offering and implementing all available and culturally appropriate family 
4 preservation strategies and facilitating the use of remedial and rehabilitative services 
5 provided by the Indian child's tribe;
6 F. Taking steps to keep siblings together whenever possible;
7 G. Supporting regular visits with parents or Indian custodians in the most natural 
8 setting possible as well as trial home visits of the Indian child during any period of 
9 removal, consistent with the need to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the child;

10 H. Identifying community resources including housing, financial, transportation, 
11 mental health, substance abuse and peer support services and actively assisting the 
12 Indian child's parents or, when appropriate, the child's family, in utilizing and accessing 
13 those resources;
14 I. Monitoring progress and participation in services;
15 J. Considering alternative ways to address the needs of the Indian child's parents and, 
16 when appropriate, the family, if the optimum services do not exist or are not available; 
17 and
18 K. Providing post-reunification services and monitoring.
19 2.  Adoptive placement.  "Adoptive placement" means the permanent placement of an 
20 Indian child for adoption, including any action resulting in a final decree of adoption.
21 3.  Domicile.  "Domicile" means:
22 A. For a parent or Indian custodian, the place at which a person has been physically 
23 present and that the person regards as home; a person's true, fixed, principal and 
24 permanent home, to which that person intends to return and remain indefinitely even 
25 though the person may be currently residing elsewhere; and
26 B. For an Indian child, the domicile of the Indian child's parents or Indian custodian or 
27 guardian or, in the case of an Indian child whose parents are not married to each other, 
28 the domicile of the Indian child's custodial parent.
29 4.  Emergency proceeding.  "Emergency proceeding" means a court action that 
30 involves the emergency removal or emergency placement of an Indian child, including 
31 those pursuant to section 4034 or Title 18-C, Article 5.  
32 5.  Extended family member.  "Extended family member" means a person who is 
33 defined as a member of an Indian child's extended family by the law or custom of the Indian 
34 child's tribe or, in the absence of such law or custom, a person who has reached 18 years 
35 of age and who is the Indian child's grandparent, aunt or uncle, sibling, sibling-in-law, niece 
36 or nephew, first or second cousin or stepparent. 
37 6.  Foster care placement.  "Foster care placement" means the removal of an Indian 
38 child from the home of the child's parent or Indian custodian for temporary placement in a 
39 foster home, qualified residential treatment program, residential care center for Indian 
40 children and youth, or shelter care facility, in the home of a relative other than a parent or 
41 Indian custodian, or in the home of a guardian or conservator, from which placement the 
42 parent or Indian custodian cannot have the child returned upon demand. "Foster care 

1
2
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43 placement" does not include an adoptive placement, a preadoptive placement, an 
44 emergency removal or the detention of an Indian child.  
3 7.  Indian.  "Indian" means a person who is a member or citizen of an Indian tribe, or 
4 who is an Alaska Native and a member of a Regional Corporation as defined in 43 United 
5 States Code, Section 1606. Only an Indian tribe may determine its membership or 
6 citizenship, including eligibility for membership or citizenship.  
7 8.  Indian child.  "Indian child" means an unmarried person who is under 18 years of 
8 age and is a member or citizen of an Indian tribe or is eligible for membership in or 
9 citizenship of an Indian tribe and is the biological child of a member or citizen of an Indian 

10 tribe.
11 9.  Indian child custody proceeding.  "Indian child custody proceeding" means a 
12 proceeding, other than an emergency proceeding, that may culminate in any of the 
13 following outcomes:
14 A.  Adoptive placement;
15 B.  Foster care placement; 
16 C.  Preadoptive placement; or
17 D.  Termination of parental rights.
18 An Indian child custody proceeding does not include a proceeding that may culminate in 
19 an outcome for which placement is based upon an act by an Indian child that, if committed 
20 by an adult, would be considered a crime or a placement upon award of custody to one of 
21 the Indian child's parents in a divorce proceeding.
22 10.  Indian child's tribe.  "Indian child's tribe" means the Indian tribe in which an 
23 Indian child is a member or citizen, or eligible for membership or citizenship. In cases in 
24 which a child meets the definition of "Indian child" through more than one Indian tribe, the 
25 Indian tribes must be given an opportunity to agree on which tribe is the Indian tribe for 
26 purposes of this Act.  If the Indian tribes are not able to come to an agreement, the court 
27 shall designate the Indian child's tribe for purposes of this Act based on which Indian tribe 
28 has more significant contacts with the Indian child.
29 11.  Indian custodian.  "Indian custodian" means an Indian person who has legal 
30 custody of an Indian child under tribal law or custom or under state law or to whom 
31 temporary physical care, custody and control has been transferred by the parent of the 
32 Indian child. 
33 12.  Indian organization.  "Indian organization" means a group, association, 
34 partnership, corporation or other legal entity owned or controlled by Indians, or a majority 
35 of whose members are Indians. 
36 13.  Indian tribe.  "Indian tribe" means an Indian tribe, band, nation or other organized 
37 group or community of Indians recognized as eligible for the services provided to Indians 
38 by the United States Secretary of the Interior because of their status as Indians, including 
39 an Alaska Native village as defined in 43 United States Code, Section 1602(c). 
40 14.  Involuntary Indian child custody proceeding.  "Involuntary Indian child custody 
41 proceeding" means an Indian child custody proceeding or emergency proceeding in which:

1
2
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1 A.  The parent or Indian custodian does not consent of that parent's or Indian custodian's 
2 free will to the foster care placement, preadoptive placement, adoptive placement or 
3 termination of parental rights of or to an Indian child; or 
4 B.  The parent or Indian custodian consents to the foster care placement, preadoptive 
5 placement or adoptive placement under threat of removal of the Indian child by a state 
6 court or agency.
7 15.  Parent.  "Parent" means a biological parent or parents of an Indian child or an 
8 Indian person who has lawfully adopted an Indian child, including adoptions under tribal 
9 law or custom. "Parent" does not include an unwed father when paternity has not been 

10 acknowledged or established.
11 16.  Preadoptive placement.  "Preadoptive placement" means the temporary 
12 placement of an Indian child in a foster home or institution after the termination of parental 
13 rights, but before or in lieu of adoptive placement.
14 17.  Qualified expert witness.  "Qualified expert witness" means a person who meets 
15 the requirements of section 3954.
16 18.  Reservation.  "Reservation" means Indian country, as defined in 18 United States 
17 Code, Section 1151, or any land not covered under that section to which title is either held 
18 by the United States in trust for the benefit of an Indian tribe or Indian or held by an Indian 
19 tribe or Indian, subject to a restriction by the United States against alienation.
20 19.  Termination of parental rights. "Termination of parental rights" means an action 
21 resulting in the termination of the parent-child relationship.  
22 20.  Tribal court.  "Tribal court" means a court of an Indian tribe with jurisdiction 
23 over Indian child custody proceedings, including a federal court of Indian offenses, a court 
24 established and operated under the code or custom of an Indian tribe or any other 
25 administrative body of an Indian tribe that is vested with authority over Indian child custody 
26 proceedings. 
27 21.  Voluntary proceeding.  "Voluntary proceeding" means an Indian child custody 
28 proceeding or emergency proceeding in which a parent or Indian custodian consents, of 
29 that person's free will and without the threat of removal by a state agency, to:
30 A.  The foster care placement, preadoptive placement or adoptive placement of an 
31 Indian child; or 
32 B.  The termination of parental rights to an Indian child.  
33 §3944. Jurisdiction over Indian child custody proceedings 
34 1.  Exclusive jurisdiction.  An Indian tribe has jurisdiction exclusive as to the courts 
35 of the State over any Indian child custody proceeding or emergency proceeding held in this 
36 State involving an Indian child who resides or is domiciled within the reservation of that 
37 Indian tribe, except when the jurisdiction is otherwise vested in this State by federal law.  
38 When an Indian child is a ward of a tribal court, the Indian tribe retains exclusive 
39 jurisdiction, notwithstanding the residence or domicile of the child.  Except as provided in 
40 section 3953, any Indian child custody proceeding or emergency proceeding in District 
41 Court or Probate Court that is within the exclusive jurisdiction of an Indian tribe must be 
42 dismissed.  The court shall expeditiously notify the tribal court of the pending dismissal 
43 based on the tribe's exclusive jurisdiction and ensure that the tribal court is sent all 
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44 information regarding the proceeding, including but not limited to the pleadings and any 
45 court record.
3 2.  Transfer of proceedings; declination by tribal court.  In any proceeding for the 
4 foster care placement of, or termination of parental rights to, an Indian child who is not 
5 domiciled or residing within the reservation of the Indian child's tribe, the District Court or 
6 Probate Court shall, upon the petition of the Indian child's parent, Indian custodian or tribe, 
7 promptly notify the tribal court of the transfer petition and transfer the proceeding to the 
8 jurisdiction of the Indian child's tribe unless any of the following applies:
9 A.  A parent of the Indian child objects to the transfer;

10 B.  The Indian child's tribe does not have a tribal court, or the tribal court of the Indian 
11 child's tribe declines jurisdiction; or
12 C.  The court determines that good cause exists to deny the transfer.  The party 
13 opposing transfer has the burden to show good cause by clear and convincing evidence.  
14 The good cause determination must be based on which court is best positioned to 
15 adjudicate the proceeding, not on the potential outcome of the proceeding. In 
16 determining whether good cause exists, the court may not consider: 
17 (1)  Whether the foster care placement or termination of parental rights proceeding 
18 is at an advanced stage if the Indian child's parent, Indian custodian or tribe did not 
19 receive notice of the child custody proceeding until an advanced stage; 
20 (2)  Whether there have been prior proceedings involving the Indian child for 
21 which no petition to transfer was filed; 
22 (3)  Whether transfer could affect the placement of the Indian child; 
23 (4)  The Indian child's cultural connections with the tribe or its reservation; or 
24 (5)  Socioeconomic conditions or any negative perception of tribal or United States 
25 Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs social services or judicial 
26 systems.
27 3.  Intervention.  An Indian child's Indian custodian or tribe may intervene in any 
28 proceeding for the foster care placement of, or termination of parental rights to, an Indian 
29 child at any point in the proceeding. 
30 4.  Full faith and credit.  The State shall give full faith and credit to the public acts, 
31 records and judicial proceedings of any Indian tribe that are applicable to an Indian child 
32 custody proceeding to the same extent that the State gives full faith and credit to the public 
33 acts, records and judicial proceedings of any other governmental entity.
34 §3945. Court proceedings
35 1.  Determination of Indian child status.  In any Indian child custody proceeding or 
36 emergency proceeding, the District Court or Probate Court shall ask each participant 
37 whether the participant knows or has reason to know that the child is an Indian child.  The 
38 court shall use the procedures in 25 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 23.107 to 
39 determine if a child may be an Indian child.
40 2.  Notice; time for commencement of proceedings; additional time for 
41 preparation.  In any involuntary Indian child custody proceeding in which the District 
42 Court or Probate Court or a party to the proceeding knows or has reason to know that an 

1
2
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43 Indian child is involved, the party seeking the adoptive placement, foster care placement, 
44 preadoptive placement or termination of parental rights of or to an Indian child shall notify 
45 the parent or Indian custodian and the Indian child's tribe of the pending proceedings and 
46 of their right of intervention.  
5 A.  The notice in any involuntary Indian child custody proceeding involving an Indian 
6 child must be written in clear and understandable language and must conform with the 
7 requirements of 25 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 23.111(d).  The District Court 
8 and Probate Court may create a form that complies with this paragraph.
9 B.  The notice must be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested.  The notice to 

10 the Indian child's tribe must be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, and via 
11 e-mail, at the mailing address and e-mail address on file with the United States 
12 Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs.  
13 C.  If the identity or location of the parent or Indian custodian and the Indian tribe 
14 cannot be determined, notice under this subsection must be given to the United States 
15 Secretary of the Interior in like manner, who has 15 days after receipt to provide the 
16 requisite notice to the parent or Indian custodian and the Indian tribe. 
17 D.  An original or a copy of each notice sent under this subsection must be filed with 
18 the court together with any return receipts or other proof of service.  
19 E.  The first hearing in the proceeding may not be held until at least 10 days after receipt 
20 of the notice by the parent, Indian custodian and Indian tribe or the United States 
21 Secretary of the Interior.  
22 F.  On the request of a parent, Indian custodian or Indian tribe, the court shall grant a 
23 continuance of up to 20 additional days to enable the requester to prepare for the 
24 hearing.
25 3.  Appointment of counsel.  Parents and Indian custodians are entitled to legal 
26 counsel in any removal, placement or termination proceeding.  A parent or Indian custodian 
27 may request the court to appoint legal counsel for them.  The District Court or Probate 
28 Court, upon a finding that the parent or Indian custodian is indigent, shall appoint and pay 
29 the reasonable costs and expenses of their legal counsel.  The court may, in its discretion, 
30 appoint counsel for the Indian child upon a finding that such appointment is in the best 
31 interest of the Indian child.  
32 4.  Examination of reports or other documents.  Each party to a foster care placement 
33 or termination of parental rights proceeding under state law involving an Indian child has 
34 the right to examine all reports or other documents filed with the court upon which any 
35 decision with respect to the proceeding may be based.
36 5.  Remedial services, rehabilitative programs and preventive measures.  A party 
37 seeking to effect a foster care placement of, or termination of parental rights to, an Indian 
38 child under chapter 1071 or Title 18-C, Article 5 or 9 shall satisfy the court that active 
39 efforts have been made to provide remedial services and rehabilitative programs designed 
40 to prevent the breakup of the Indian family and that these efforts have proved unsuccessful. 
41 6.  Foster care placement.  Foster care placement may not be ordered in the absence 
42 of a determination, supported by clear and convincing evidence, including testimony of 
43 qualified expert witnesses, that the continued custody of the Indian child by the parent or 
44 Indian custodian is likely to result in serious emotional or physical damage to the Indian 

1
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45 child.  The evidence must show a causal relationship between the particular conditions in 
46 the home and the likelihood that continued custody of the Indian child will result in serious 
47 emotional or physical damage to the particular Indian child who is the subject of the Indian 
48 child custody proceeding.
5 7.  Termination of parental rights.  Termination of parental rights may not be ordered 
6 in the absence of a determination, supported by evidence beyond a reasonable doubt, 
7 including testimony of qualified expert witnesses, that the continued custody of the Indian 
8 child by the parent or Indian custodian is likely to result in serious emotional or physical 
9 damage to the Indian child.  The evidence must show a causal relationship between the 

10 particular conditions in the home and the likelihood that continued custody of the Indian 
11 child will result in serious emotional or physical damage to the particular Indian child who 
12 is the subject of the Indian child custody proceeding.  
13 §3946. Parental rights; voluntary termination 
14 1. Consent; record; certification matters; invalid consents.  When a parent or Indian 
15 custodian voluntarily consents to a foster care placement or to termination of parental 
16 rights, this consent is not valid unless executed in writing and recorded before a judge of 
17 the District Court or Probate Court.  The court shall certify in writing that the terms and 
18 consequences of the consent were fully explained in detail and were fully understood by 
19 the parent or Indian custodian. The court shall also certify that either the parent or Indian 
20 custodian fully understood the explanation in English or that it was interpreted into a 
21 language that the parent or Indian custodian understood. Consent given prior to, or within 
22 10 days after, birth of an Indian child is not valid. 
23 2.  Foster care placement; withdrawal of consent; return of custody.  Any parent 
24 or Indian custodian may withdraw consent to a voluntary foster care placement under the 
25 laws of this State at any time and, upon such withdrawal, the Indian child must be returned 
26 to the parent or Indian custodian. 
27 3.  Voluntary termination of parental rights or adoptive placement; withdrawal 
28 of consent; return of custody.  In any voluntary proceeding for termination of parental 
29 rights to, or adoptive placement of, an Indian child, the consent of the parent or Indian 
30 custodian may be withdrawn for any reason at any time prior to the entry of a final decree 
31 of termination or adoption, as the case may be, and the Indian child must be returned to the 
32 parent or Indian custodian. 
33 4.  Collateral attack; vacation of decree and return of custody; limitations.  After 
34 the entry of a final decree of adoption of an Indian child in the District Court or Probate 
35 Court in a voluntary proceeding, the parent or Indian custodian may withdraw consent to 
36 the adoption upon the grounds that consent was obtained through fraud or duress and may 
37 petition the court to vacate the decree.  Upon a finding that the consent was obtained 
38 through fraud or duress, the court shall vacate the decree and return the Indian child to the 
39 parent or Indian custodian.  An adoption that has been effective for 2 years or longer may 
40 not be invalidated under the provisions of this subsection. 
41 §3947. Petition to court of competent jurisdiction to invalidate action upon showing 
42 of certain violations 
43 An Indian child who is the subject of an action for foster care placement or termination 
44 of parental rights under the laws of this State, a parent or Indian custodian from whose 
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45 custody the Indian child was removed under the laws of this State and the Indian child's 
46 tribe may petition the District Court to invalidate the action upon a showing that the action 
47 violated any provision of sections 3944 to 3946. 
4 §3948. Placement of Indian children  
5 1.  Adoptive placements; preferences.  In an adoptive placement of an Indian child 
6 under the laws of this State, placement preference must be given, in the absence of good 
7 cause to the contrary, in descending order, as listed below:
8 A.  An extended family member of the Indian child;
9 B.  Another member or citizen of the Indian child's tribe;

10 C.  A member or citizen of an Indian tribe in which the Indian child is eligible for 
11 membership or citizenship, but that is not the Indian child's tribe;
12 D.  Another Indian with whom the Indian child has a relationship; or
13 E.  Another Indian from a tribe that is culturally similar to or linguistically connected 
14 to the Indian child's tribe.
15 2.  Foster care or preadoptive placements; criteria; preferences.  An Indian child 
16 accepted for foster care placement or preadoptive placement must be placed in the least 
17 restrictive setting that most approximates a family and in which that Indian child's special 
18 needs, if any, may be met.  The Indian child must also be placed within reasonable 
19 proximity to that Indian child's home, taking into account any special needs of the child.  
20 In any foster care placement or preadoptive placement, placement preference must be 
21 given, in the absence of good cause to the contrary, in descending order, as listed below: 
22 A.  An extended family member of the Indian child;
23 B.  A foster home licensed, approved or specified by the Indian child's tribe; 
24 C.  An Indian foster home licensed or approved by an authorized non-Indian licensing 
25 authority; or 
26 D.  An institution for children approved by an Indian tribe or operated by an Indian 
27 organization that has a program suitable to meet the Indian child's needs. 
28 3. Good cause to deviate from placement preferences.  The party seeking departure 
29 from the placement preferences under this section bears the burden of proving by clear and 
30 convincing evidence that there is good cause to depart from the placement preferences.  A 
31 court's determination of good cause to depart from the placement preferences must be made 
32 on the record or in writing and may be based on one or more of the following 
33 considerations:
34 A.  The request of one or both of the Indian child's parents, if they attest that they have 
35 reviewed the placement options, if any, that comply with the order of preference;
36 B.  The request of the Indian child, if the Indian child is of sufficient age and capacity 
37 to understand the decision that is being made;
38 C.  The presence of a sibling attachment that can be maintained only through a 
39 particular placement;

1
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1 D.  The extraordinary physical, mental or emotional needs of the Indian child, such as 
2 specialized treatment services that may be unavailable in the community where 
3 families who meet the placement preferences live; or
4 E.  The unavailability of a suitable placement after a determination by the court that a 
5 diligent search was conducted to find suitable placements meeting the preference 
6 criteria, but none has been located. For purposes of a determination under this 
7 paragraph, the standards for determining whether a placement is unavailable must 
8 conform to the prevailing social and cultural standards of the Indian community in 
9 which the Indian child's parent or extended family resides or with which the Indian 

10 child's parent or extended family members maintain social and cultural ties.
11 A placement may not depart from the preferences under this section based on the 
12 socioeconomic status of any placement relative to another placement.  A placement may 
13 not depart from the preferences based solely on ordinary bonding or attachment that 
14 developed from time spent in a nonpreferred placement that was made in violation of this 
15 Act.
16 4.  Tribal resolution for different order of preference; personal preference 
17 considered; anonymity in application of preferences.  In the case of a placement under 
18 subsection 1 or 2, if the Indian child's tribe establishes a different order of preference by 
19 resolution, the agency or court effecting the placement shall follow that order as long as 
20 the placement is the least restrictive setting appropriate to the particular needs of the Indian 
21 child, as provided in subsection 2. When appropriate, the preference of the Indian child or 
22 parent must be considered.  When a consenting parent evidences a desire for anonymity, 
23 the court or agency must give weight to such desire in applying the preferences. 
24 5.  Social and cultural standards applicable.  The standards to be applied in meeting 
25 the preference requirements of this section must be the prevailing social and cultural 
26 standards of the Indian community in which the parent or extended family resides or with 
27 which the parent or extended family members maintain social and cultural ties. 
28 6. Record of placement; availability.  A record of each placement under this section 
29 of an Indian child must be maintained by the State, including evidence of the efforts made 
30 to comply with the order of preference specified in this section. The record must be made 
31 available at any time upon the request of the United States Secretary of the Interior or the 
32 Indian child's tribe. 
33 §3949. Return of custody
34 1.  Petition; best interests of Indian child.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to 
35 the contrary, whenever a final decree of adoption of an Indian child has been vacated or set 
36 aside or the adoptive parents voluntarily consent to the termination of their parental rights 
37 to the Indian child, a biological parent or prior Indian custodian may petition for return of 
38 custody and the court shall grant the petition unless there is a showing, in a proceeding 
39 subject to the provisions of section 3945, that the return of custody is not in the best interests 
40 of the Indian child. 
41 2.  Removal from foster care placement; procedure.  Whenever an Indian child is 
42 removed from a foster care home or institution for the purpose of further foster care 
43 placement or preadoptive or adoptive placement, the placement must be in accordance with 
44 the provisions of this chapter, except for a case in which an Indian child is being returned 
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45 to the parent or Indian custodian from whose custody the Indian child was originally 
46 removed.
3 §3950. Disclosure of tribal affiliation information
4 Upon application by an individual who has reached 18 years of age and who was an 
5 Indian child and the subject of an adoptive placement, the District Court or Probate Court 
6 that entered the final decree shall inform the individual of the tribal affiliation, if any, of 
7 the individual's biological parents and provide any other information necessary to protect 
8 any rights of the individual arising from the individual's tribal relationship. 
9 §3951. Improper removal of Indian child from custody; declination of jurisdiction; 

10 forthwith return of Indian child; danger exception 
11 When a petitioner in an Indian child custody proceeding before a state court has 
12 improperly removed the Indian child from custody of the parent or Indian custodian or has 
13 improperly retained custody after a visit or other temporary relinquishment of custody, the 
14 court shall decline jurisdiction over the petition and shall forthwith return the Indian child 
15 to the child's parent or Indian custodian unless returning the Indian child to the child's 
16 parent or Indian custodian would subject the Indian child to a substantial and immediate 
17 danger or threat of such danger. 
18 §3952. Higher state or federal standard applicable to protect rights of parent or 
19 Indian custodian of Indian child; interpretive guidance
20 In any case in which state or federal law applicable to an Indian child custody 
21 proceeding under state or federal law provides a higher standard of protection to the rights 
22 of the parent or Indian custodian of an Indian child than the rights provided under this 
23 chapter, the state or federal court shall apply the higher state or federal standard. 
24 To the extent any procedure of an Indian child custody proceeding is not addressed in 
25 this Act, 25 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 23 must inform state practice.  
26 §3953. Emergency removal or placement of Indian child; termination; appropriate 
27 action 
28 This Act does not prevent the emergency removal of an Indian child who is a resident 
29 of or is domiciled on a reservation, but temporarily located off the reservation, from their 
30 parent or Indian custodian or the emergency placement of an Indian child in a foster home 
31 or institution, under the laws of this State, in order to prevent imminent physical damage 
32 or harm to the Indian child. 
33 1.  Termination.  An emergency removal or placement of an Indian child in an 
34 emergency proceeding must terminate immediately when the removal or placement is no 
35 longer necessary to prevent imminent physical damage or harm to the Indian child.  An 
36 emergency removal or placement of an Indian child may be terminated by, but is not 
37 necessarily terminated by, one of the following actions:
38 A.  Initiation of an Indian child custody proceeding subject to the provisions this Act;
39 B.  Transfer of the Indian child to the jurisdiction of the appropriate Indian tribe; or
40 C.  Restoration of the Indian child to the parent or Indian custodian.
41 2.  Procedure applicable to emergency proceedings.  In any emergency proceeding 
42 in District Court or Probate Court, the court shall:

1
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1 A.  Make a finding on the record that the emergency removal or placement is necessary 
2 to prevent imminent physical damage or harm to the Indian child;
3 B.  Promptly hold a hearing on whether the emergency removal or placement continues 
4 to be necessary whenever new information indicates that the emergency situation has 
5 ended;
6 C.  At any court hearing during the emergency proceeding, determine whether the 
7 emergency removal or placement is no longer necessary to prevent imminent physical 
8 damage or harm to the Indian child; and
9 D.  Immediately terminate or ensure that the petitioning party immediately terminates 

10 the emergency proceeding once the court or petitioning party possesses sufficient 
11 evidence to determine that the emergency removal or placement is no longer necessary 
12 to prevent imminent physical damage or harm to the Indian child. 
13 §3954. Qualified expert witness
14 1.  Identification.  In any proceeding subject to this Act that requires the testimony of 
15 a qualified expert witness, the qualified expert witness must be provided by the petitioner 
16 and must meet the criteria of subsection 3 or 4.  A qualified expert witness may be identified 
17 based on information from the Indian child's tribe or with the assistance of the United States 
18 Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs.  
19 2.  Testimony provided.  In any proceeding subject to this Act that requires the 
20 testimony of a qualified expert witness, at least one qualified expert witness must testify 
21 regarding:
22 A.  The prevailing social and cultural standards and child-rearing practices of the Indian 
23 child's tribe; and
24 B.  Whether the Indian child's continued custody by the Indian child's parent or Indian 
25 custodian is likely to result in serious emotional or physical damage to the Indian child.  
26 3.  Tribal qualification.  A person is a qualified expert witness under this section if 
27 the Indian child's tribe has designated the person as being qualified to testify to the 
28 prevailing social and cultural standards of the Indian tribe.
29 4.  Alternative qualification.  If the Indian child's tribe has not designated a qualified 
30 expert witness or the designated qualified expert witness is unavailable, the following 
31 individuals, in order of priority, may testify as a qualified expert witness:
32 A.  A member of the Indian child's tribe who is recognized by the tribal community as 
33 knowledgeable in tribal customs as they pertain to family organization and child-
34 rearing practices;
35 B.  A member of another Indian tribe who is recognized to be a qualified expert witness 
36 by the Indian child's tribe based on the member's knowledge of the delivery of child 
37 and family services to Indians and the Indian child's tribe; 
38 C.  A layperson who is recognized by the Indian child's tribe as having substantial 
39 experience in the delivery of child and family services to Indians, and knowledge of 
40 prevailing social and cultural standards and child-rearing practices within the Indian 
41 child's tribe; or
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1 D.  A professional person having substantial education and experience in the area of 
2 the professional person's specialty who can demonstrate knowledge of the prevailing 
3 social and cultural standards and child-rearing practices within the Indian child's tribe.
4 5.  Disqualified persons.  A petitioning party, an employee of the petitioning party or 
5 an employee of the Department of Health and Human Services may not serve as a qualified 
6 expert witness or a professional under this section.
7 §3955. Agreements between the State and Indian tribes
8 The State may enter into agreements with Indian tribes with respect to the care and 
9 custody of Indian children and jurisdiction over Indian child custody proceedings, 

10 including agreements that provide for orderly transfer of jurisdiction on a case-by-case 
11 basis and agreements that provide for concurrent jurisdiction between the State and Indian 
12 tribes. A revocation of an agreement under this section does not affect any action or 
13 proceeding over which a court has already assumed jurisdiction, unless the agreement 
14 provides otherwise.

15 SUMMARY
16 This bill enacts the Maine Indian Child Welfare Act to establish procedures and 
17 standards for cases concerning custody proceedings, foster care placements, termination of 
18 parental rights and adoptions involving Indian children.

16
17
18

Page 20



        

Portland Legislative Tracking Report 5/22/2023
131st Legislature - First Regular Session

Page 1 of 15  

LD # Category Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP Position Public Hearing Work Session Status LR # Notes Priority

1690 Absentee
ballots

An Act Regarding Ongoing Absentee
Voting and Tracking of Absentee Ballots

Daughtry VLA Bill Text Monitor 4/26/23
9:00 AM

Rm 437 SH

5/5/23
9:00 AM

Rm 437 SH

Voted
5/5/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP
Not rpt out

563 Staff is supportive

787 Asylum
seekers

An Act to Create the New Maine
Resident Service Coordination Program
in the Department of Economic and
Community Development

Bennett IDEA Bill Text Support 3/21/23
1:00 PM

Rm 206 COB

5/9/23
2:00 PM

Rm 206 COB

Voted
5/9/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP
Not rpt out

904 Testimony

1050 Asylum
seekers

Resolve, Directing the Department of
Labor to Request a Federal Waiver to
Allow Presumptive Work Eligibility for
Asylum Seekers

Brakey LH Bill Text Support 3/21/23
1:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

Work session
held

3/22/23

5/11/23
Resolve
Ch. 14

1577 Testimony

235 Dredging An Act to Promote Economic
Development in the Fishing Industry by
Funding a Dredging Project in Portland
Harbor

Brennan TRAN Bill Text Support 5/23/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

864 Y

236 Dredging An Act to Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue to Support the Economic
Development of the Fishing Industry
and the Portland Harbor Dredging
Project (Bond)

Brennan AFA Bill Text Support 4/27/23
1:00 PM

Rm 228 SH

865 Check with Rep. Brennan about need to
testify

Y

812 Elections An Act to Assist Clerks in Facilitating
Elections and to Improve Access to In-
person Absentee Voting for Working
People by Increasing Time for Absentee
Ballot Processing and In-person Voting

Skold VLA Bill Text 3/13/23
10:00 AM
Rm 437 SH

3/20/23
10:00 AM
Rm 437 SH

DEAD 2039 Leaning in direction of supporting
components – requesting info from clerk

1055 Elections An Act to Prohibit the Use of Ballot
Drop Boxes

Brakey VLA Bill Text Oppose 3/22/23
11:00 AM
Rm 437 SH

3/31/23
9:00 AM

Rm 437 SH

DEAD 2301 Testify
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1097 Elections An Act to Replace Participation
Thresholds in Municipal Referenda with
Lower Approval Thresholds

Bridgeo SLG Bill Text Monitor 4/21/23
9:30 AM

Rm 214 COB

5/11/23
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

MAJ: ONTP
MIN: OTP

Reported out
5/17/23

1025 Possible oppositoin if needed

1356 Elections An Act to Improve the Local
Referendum Process by Increasing the
Percentage of the Population Required
to Submit a Local Referendum Question

Graham SLG Bill Text Monitor 4/25/23
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

5/25/23
1:30 PM

Rm 214 COB

Tabled
5/11/23

858

1365 Elections An Act to Require Photograph
Identification for Voting

Paul VLA Bill Text Oppose 5/12/23
11:00 AM
Rm 437 SH

5/12/23
11:15 AM
Rm 437 SH

Voted
5/12/23

MAJ: ONTP
MIN: OTP-AM

Not rpt out

1134 Testimony

1500 Elections An Act to Strengthen Maine's Elections
by Requiring Video Monitoring of Drop
Boxes and Amending the Laws
Regarding Voter Rolls and Absentee
Voting Envelopes

Boyer VLA Bill Text Monitor 4/21/23
10:30 AM
Rm 437 SH

5/12/23
9:30 AM

Rm 437 SH

ONTP
Reported out

5/18/23

1323 Waiting for staff input

1568 Elections An Act to Protect Access to Absentee
Ballot Drop Boxes

Roberts VLA Bill Text Monitor 4/21/23
10:30 AM
Rm 437 SH

4/28/23
9:15 AM

Rm 437 SH

Voted
4/28/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP
Not rpt out

1085 Discussion about testifying, and
importance of voter rights vs creation of
new crime

894 Energy An Act to Preserve Heating and Energy
Choice by Prohibiting a Municipality
from Prohibiting a Particular Energy
System or Energy Distributor

Harrington SLG Bill Text Oppose 3/16/23
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

5/23/23
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

Tabled
5/18/23

1475 Testify
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81 GA An Act to Address Recovery Residence
Participation in the Municipal General
Assistance Program

Meyer HHS Bill Text Staff to review 5/5/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

Work session
reconsidered

5/5/23

Voted
5/5/23

OTP-AM
Not rpt out

160

182 GA An Act to Create a 9-month Time Limit
on General Assistance Benefits for Able-
bodied Adults Without Dependents

Brakey HHS Bill Text Oppose and
testify

5/5/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/22/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

1564 Staff concerned would great barriers to
individuals that rely on GA

183 GA An Act to Incorporate Time Limits on
the Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families Program into Municipal
General Assistance Programs

Brakey HHS Bill Text Oppose and
testify

5/5/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/22/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

1562 Staff concerned would great barriers to
individuals that rely on GA

268 GA An Act to Establish a 45-day Municipal
Residency Requirement for General
Assistance Programs

Brakey HHS Bill Text Oppose and
testify

5/5/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/22/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

628 Staff believe this would restrict use and
push people onto the streets.

454 GA An Act to Establish a 180-day State
Residency Requirement for Municipal
General Assistance

Brakey HHS Bill Text Opposed 5/5/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/22/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

627

1426 GA An Act to Secure Housing for the Most
Vulnerable Maine Residents by
Amending the Laws Governing
Municipal General Assistance

Mathieson HHS Bill Text Monitor 5/5/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/22/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

656

1448 GA An Act to Change the Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families Program
Requirements by Reducing Benefits
Commensurate with a Recipient's
Salary, Reducing the Special Housing
Allowance and Limiting Eligibility for 2-
parent Families

Brakey HHS Bill Text Monitor 4/28/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/9/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

DEAD 1574
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1480 Harbor An Act to Protect Union Wharf and
Sustain Maine's Maritime Industries
(Bond)

Brenner AFA Bill Text Support 4/24/23
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

974 Councilor Phillips to testify

199 Healthcare An Act to Improve the Health of Maine
Residents by Removing Exclusions to
the MaineCare Program

Talbot Ross HHS Bill Text Support 3/28/23
2:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

4/26/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP

Reported out
5/5/23

509

2 Housing An Act to Address Maine's Housing
Crisis

Talbot Ross Housing Bill Text Monitor 4/4/23
1:00 PM

Rm 216 COB

5/2/23
1:00 PM

Rm 216 COB

Voted
5/2/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: OTP-AM

Not rpt out

345

3 Housing An Act to Establish the Winter Energy
Relief Payment Program to Aid
Residents with High Heating Costs and
to Finalize the COVID Pandemic Relief
Payment Program (Emergency)

Talbot Ross AFA Bill Text Support/
Submitted
testimony

12/21/22
1:00 PM

Rm 228 SH

Work session
held

12/21/22

1/4/23
Public Law

Ch. 1

601

45 Housing An Act to Prevent Retaliatory Evictions Carney JUD Bill Text Monitor 2/9/23
1:00 PM

Rm 438 SH

4/5/23
1:00 PM

Rm 438 SH

Voted
4/5/23

OTP-AM
Not rpt out

47

107 Housing An Act Regarding Municipal Efforts to
Avert Evictions and Heating Shut-offs
During Winter (Emergency)

Ankeles Housing Bill Text Monitor DEAD 491

226 Housing An Act to Address Maine's Affordable
Housing Crisis

Millet Housing Bill Text Monitor 4/14/23
9:01 AM

Rm 216 COB

5/5/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

Voted
5/5/23

OTP-AM
Not rpt out

791

LD # Category Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP Position Public Hearing Work Session Status LR # Notes Priority
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088313
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=131&paper=&paperld=l&ld=1480
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085410
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=199&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085047
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=2&PID=1456&snum=131
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=3&PID=1456&snum=131
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=3&PID=1456&snum=131
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP0005&item=8&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085114
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=45&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085280
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=107&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085452
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=226&PID=1456&snum=131&sec3
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250 Housing An Act to Improve Housing by
Increasing Housing Options

Pouliot Housing Bill Text Monitor LTW
Reported out

5/9/23

DEAD 1223

314 Housing An Act to Establish the Permanent
Commission on the Status of Housing in
Maine

Hickman Housing Bill Text Monitor 2107

330 Housing An Act to Ensure Legal Representation
for Residents Facing Eviction

Tipping JUD Bill Text Monitor 2/16/23
1:00 PM

Rm 438 SH

Work session
held

4/13/23

Voted
4/13/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP
Not rpt out

2017

337 Housing An Act to Amend the Regulations of
Manufactured Housing to Increase
Affordable Housing

Golek Housing Bill Text Monitor 1984

388 Housing An Act to Require the State and
Municipalities to Reimburse Landlords
for Unpaid Rent During Eviction
Moratoriums

Blier Housing Bill Text Monitor 5/19/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

876 Given minimal detail re: eligibility and
other parameters, this bill is too broad
to determine the financial impact or to
prevent abuse of such a program

462 Housing An Act to Assist Persons Experiencing
Homelessness in Areas of High Rent by
Seeking a Waiver from the Federal
Government

Madigan Housing Bill Text Monitor 4/14/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

4/18/23
1:00 PM

Rm 216 COB

DEAD 956

492 Housing An Act to Repurpose Vacant Shopping
Mall and Retail Space to Mixed-use
Housing and Retail

Campbell Housing Bill Text Monitor 5/12/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

2040

599 Housing An Act to Provide Support Services for a
Transitional Housing Program for
Homeless Persons

Brennan HHS Bill Text 4/14/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/9/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

Voted
5/9/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP
Not rpt out

1507 Bernstein to get more information from
sponsor

LD # Category Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP Position Public Hearing Work Session Status LR # Notes Priority
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085461
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=250&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085550
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=314&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085570
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=330&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085606
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=337&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085661
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=388&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085832
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=462&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085866
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=492&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280086179
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=599&PID=1456&snum=131
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665 Housing An Act to Extend the Date by Which
Compliance is Required for Affordable
Housing Development, Increased
Numbers of Dwelling Units and
Accessory Dwelling Units

Hepler Housing Bill Text Monitor 4/11/23
1:30 PM

Rm 216 COB

5/5/23
9:30 AM

Rm 216 COB

DEAD 583 Y

1074 Housing An Act to Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue to Fund New Affordable
Housing for Low-income Households
(Bond)

Daughtry AFA Bill Text Monitor 4/25/23
1:00 PM

Rm 228 SH

358

1133 Housing An Act Regarding Emergency
Management Funding for Municipal
Shelters

Adams CJPS Bill Text Monitor 5/9/23
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

5/15/23
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

Voted
5/15/23

ONTP
Not rpt out

1519

1293 Housing An Act to End Chronic Homelessness by
Creating the Housing First Fund

Gattine Housing Bill Text Support 5/5/23
9:30 AM

Rm 216 COB

Tabled
5/5/23

1836 Testimony

1298 Housing An Act to Allow a Local Option Sales Tax
on Short-term Lodging to Fund
Affordable Housing

Skold TAX Bill Text Support 2113 Testimony

1310 Housing An Act to Establish a State Emergency
Rental Assistance Program (Emergency)

Warren Housing Bill Text Support 4/14/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

4/18/23
1:00 PM

Rm 216 COB

DEAD 663 Testimony

1334 Housing An Act to Establish a Managed Care
Program for MaineCare Services

Millet HHS Bill Text Monitor 4/18/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

5/9/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

Voted
5/9/23

MAJ: ONTP
MIN: OTP-AM

Not rpt out

1205

1377 Housing An Act to Provide Rental Assistance for
Recovery Housing

Milliken HHS Bill Text Monitor LTW
Reported out

4/13/23

DEAD 1163

LD # Category Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP Position Public Hearing Work Session Status LR # Notes Priority
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280086452
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=665&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087210
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1074&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087333
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=131&paper=&paperld=l&ld=1133
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087957
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=131&paper=&paperld=l&ld=1293
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087958
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1298&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087995
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1310&PID=1456&snum=131
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=131&paper=&paperld=l&ld=1334
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=131&paper=&paperld=l&ld=1334
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088114
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1377&PID=1456&snum=131
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1538 Housing An Act to Provide Tax Benefits to
Persons Constructing Accessory
Dwelling Units

Brenner TAX Bill Text Monitor 5/10/23
10:00 AM
Rm 127 SH

5/17/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

142 Need staff input

1574 Housing An Act to Create Rent Stabilization and
Amend the Laws Regarding
Termination of Tenancy and Rent
Increase Limitations

Supica JUD Bill Text Monitor 5/15/23
10:00 AM
Rm 438 SH

5/24/23
1:00 PM

Rm 438 SH

19 Waiting for staff feedback

1593 Housing An Act to Increase Affordable Housing
Development

Chipman Housing Bill Text Monitor 4/25/23
1:30 PM

Rm 216 COB

5/5/23
9:30 AM

Rm 216 COB

MAJ: ONTP
MIN: OTP-AM
Reported out

5/18/23

1978 Asked for staff feedback

1721 Housing An Act to Create Transitional Housing
Communities for Homeless Populations
in the State

Duson Housing Bill Text Support 5/12/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

5/23/23
1:15 PM

Rm 216 COB

1022 Strong support - Mayor to testify

1781 Housing An Act to Establish the Homeless
Substance Use Disorder Service
Program (Emergency)

Gattine HHS Bill Text Support 5/8/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/26/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

1792 Committee asked that testimony in
support of this bill be submitted before
the work session

1893 Housing An Act to Allow a Municipality to
Impose a Fee on Short-term Rentals for
the Benefit of That Municipality

Strout TAX Bill Text 224

1901 Housing An Act to Improve Affordability and
Opportunity for Maine Renters and
Landlords

Skold Housing Bill Text 5/19/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

2062

1904 Housing An Act to Enact the Maine Fair Chance
Housing Act

Talbot Ross JUD Bill Text 5/15/23
10:00 AM
Rm 438 SH

5/24/23
1:00 PM

Rm 438 SH

574

1905 Housing An Act to Create a Residential Rental
Unit Registry

Roeder Housing Bill Text 5/19/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

1070

LD # Category Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP Position Public Hearing Work Session Status LR # Notes Priority
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088381
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1538&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088484
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1574&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088545
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1593&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088813
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1721&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088964
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1781&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280089225
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1893&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280089255
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1901&PID=1456&snum=131&sec3
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280089256
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1904&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280089259
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1905&PID=1456&snum=131
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25 Other An Act to Provide Indigenous Peoples
Free Access to State Parks

Hickman ACF Bill Text Monitor 1/25/23
9:00 AM

Rm 214 COB

2/1/23
11:00 AM

Rm 214 COB

Voted
2/1/23

OTP-AM
Not rpt out

82

34 Other An Act to Require a Person to Show
Photographic Identification for the
Purpose of Voting

Pouliot VLA Bill Text Monitor 2/6/23
10:00 AM
Rm 437 SH

5/12/23
11:15 AM
Rm 437 SH

ONTP
Reported out

5/18/23

214 Staff will assess/Councilor Fournier
requested tracking

52 Other An Act to Allow Certain School
Employees to Carry Firearms on School
Property

Foster EDU Bill Text Monitor 4/26/23
10:00 AM

Rm 208 COB

5/24/23
1:30 PM

Rm 208 COB

7 Staff will assess/Councilor Fournier
requested tracking

96 Other An Act to Ensure Release of Relevant
Background Investigation Material to
Current Employers of Law Enforcement
and Corrections Officers

Cyrway CJPS Bill Text More info
needed from

staff

1/30/23
10:00 AM
Rm 436 SH

2/8/23
10:00 AM
Rm 436 SH

5/15/23
Public Law

Ch. 84

115

109 Other An Act to Improve Safety for Individuals
Living in Recovery Residences

Landry CJPS Bill Text Monitor/ Staff
to review

1/30/23
10:00 AM
Rm 436 SH

4/5/23
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

Voted
4/5/23

OTP-AM
Not rpt out

348 Staff will assess/Councilor Fournier
requested tracking

116 Other An Act to Establish a Minimum Wage
for All Health Care Workers Including
All Support Staff

Baldacci LH Bill Text Monitor 2/14/23
1:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

3/23/23
3:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

DEAD 597 Staff will assess/Councilor Fournier
requested tracking

127 Other An Act to Eliminate Television Recycling
Fees for Charitable Entities

Stewart ENR Bill Text 1/30/23
10:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

2/8/23
10:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

DEAD 386 Tracking requested by April

276 Other An Act to Assist Municipalities in
Preventing Damage from Storm Water

Ankeles ENR Bill Text Monitor 2/15/23
11:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

3/8/23
11:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

5/8/23
Public Law

Ch. 65

492 Staff indicated it could be helpful.

288 Other An Act Concerning Housing and
Support Services for At-risk Youth and
Youth Who Have Committed Juvenile
Crimes

Lookner CJPS Bill Text Monitor 5/9/23
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

5/15/23
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

Tabled
5/15/23

1142

LD # Category Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP Position Public Hearing Work Session Status LR # Notes Priority
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085057
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=25&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085083
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=34&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085176
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=52&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085239
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=96&PID=1456&snum=131
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP0064&item=3&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085267
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=131&paper=&paperld=l&ld=109
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085249
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=116&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085260
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=127&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085541
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=276&PID=1456&snum=131
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP0174&item=3&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085576
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=288&PID=1456&snum=131&sec3


        

Portland Legislative Tracking Report 5/22/2023
131st Legislature - First Regular Session

Page 9 of 15  

422 Other An Act to Eliminate the Requirement
That Municipalities Provide Public
Notice in Newspapers

Newman SLG Bill Text Monitor 3/2/23
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

3/9/23
2:15 PM

Rm 214 COB

DEAD 1511

1107 Other Resolve, to Establish a Pilot Project to
Improve Access to Credit for Low-
income Individuals

Zager LH Bill Text Monitor 3/28/23
1:30 PM

Rm 202 COB

4/27/23
1:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP

Reported out
5/12/23

1084

1569 Other An Act to Exempt Certain Disabled
Veterans from Property Taxes in
Accordance with Their Disability
Ratings

Roberts TAX Bill Text Monitor 5/17/23
10:00 AM
Rm 127 SH

5/24/23
10:00 AM
Rm 127 SH

736 Waiting for staff feedback

1584 Other An Act to Provide Funding for the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program to Temporarily Restore
Benefits Being Reduced by the Federal
Government (Emergency)

Stover HHS Bill Text Support 5/1/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

5/9/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

Voted
5/9/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP
Not rpt out

2484 Mayor to testify via Zoom.
Testify in support - significant usage of
SNAP in Portland, Councilor Fournier to
testify

772 Permitting An Act to Establish a Process to Vest
Rights for Land Use Permit Applicants

Pouliot Housing Bill Text Monitor 1486

145 Public safety An Act to Increase the Penalties for
Operation of a Motor Vehicle While
Using a Handheld Electronic Device or
Mobile Telephone

Zeigler TRAN Bill Text Testify 3/1/23
10:00 AM
Rm 126 SH

3/22/23
10:00 AM
Rm 126 SH

DEAD 138 2/15/23 Support concept, but concerns
with penalty

2/8/23 Staff strongly support
847 Public safety An Act to Support Law Enforcement in

Interactions with Individuals with
Histories of Trauma

Gramlich CJPS Bill Text Support 4/20/23
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

5/3/23
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

Voted
5/3/23

OTP-AM
Not rpt out

2341 PD to testify, already happens in
Portland

LD # Category Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP Position Public Hearing Work Session Status LR # Notes Priority
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085769
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=422&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087276
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1107&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088479
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1569&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088558
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1584&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280086565
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=772&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085320
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=131&paper=&paperld=l&ld=145
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280086622
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=847&PID=1456&snum=131
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1046 Public safety An Act to Decriminalize Public Drinking Beebe-Center CJPS Bill Text Monitor 3/27/23
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

4/14/23
10:00 AM
Rm 436 SH

Voted
4/14/23

MAJ: ONTP
MIN: OTP-AM

Not rpt out

831

1119 Public safety An Act to Clarify the Criminal Statutes
with Regard to Assaults on Emergency
Medical Services Persons

Bennett CJPS Bill Text Monitor 4/24/23
9:00 AM

Rm 436 SH

5/10/23
10:00 AM
Rm 436 SH

Voted
5/10/23

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

717

1409 Public safety An Act to Require Reimbursement
When a Municipality Hires First
Responders Whose Training Costs Were
Incurred by Another Municipality

Fay SLG Bill Text Monitor 4/25/23
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

5/19/23
9:55 AM

Rm 214 COB

Tabled
4/19/23

2096 Staff opposed

1745 Public safety An Act to Support Public Health by
Protecting Certain Activities Conducted
Under Comprehensive Community
Drug Checking Initiatives

LaRochelle CJPS Bill Text Support 5/2/23
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

Work session
held

5/2/23

DEAD 941 Submit testimony

1751 Public safety An Act to Maximize Federal Funding in
Support of Emergency Medical Services

Curry HHS Bill Text Support 5/1/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/11/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

Tabled
5/11/23

494 Submit testimony

1559 Public transit An Act to Advance the State's Public
Transit Systems by Reinvigorating the
Public Transit Advisory Council and
Increasing Funding

O'Neil TRAN Bill Text Support 4/25/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

5/24/23
10:00 AM
Rm 126 SH

Tabled
5/11/23

1777 Support with letter

354 Public works An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding
the Use of Engineers on Public Works
Projects over $100,000

Farrin SLG Bill Text Monitor 2/14/23
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

4/4/23
9:30 AM

Rm 214 COB

Voted
4/4/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: OTP-AM

Not rpt out

1484

LD # Category Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP Position Public Hearing Work Session Status LR # Notes Priority
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280086985
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1046&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087246
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1119&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088217
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1409&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088856
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1745&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088844
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1751&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088468
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1559&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085617
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=354&PID=1456&snum=131
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407 Public works An Act to Support Recreational Trails Chipman TRAN Bill Text Monitor 5/23/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

2161

860 Rail An Act to Identify the Railroad Lines
from Portland to Bangor as a Major
Corridor and to Fund a Feasibility Study

Baldacci TRAN Bill Text Monitor 4/12/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

5/23/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

645

880 Rail Resolve, Directing the Department of
Transportation to Initiate a Service
Development Plan for Commuter and
Passenger Train Service Between
Portland and the Lewiston and Auburn
Area

Rotundo TRAN Bill Text Monitor 4/12/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

Work session
held

4/12/23

DEAD 645

1710 Rental
assistance

An Act to Establish the Maine Rental
Assistance and Guarantee Program and
Amend the Laws Regarding Tenants
and the Municipal General Assistance
Program

Golek Housing Bill Text Monitor 5/12/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

5/23/23
1:15 PM

Rm 216 COB

833 Revisit when PH scheduled

37 Revenue An Act to Amend the Laws Governing
Property Tax Stabilization for Senior
Citizens to Eliminate the Requirement
for an Annual Application

Pouliot TAX Bill Text Monitor/ Staff
support

3/16/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

4/4/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

Voted
4/4/23

MAJ: ONTP
MIN: OTP-AM

Not rpt out

211

88 Revenue An Act to Provide Qualifying
Municipalities a Percentage of Adult
Use Cannabis Sales and Excise Tax
Revenues

Paulhus TAX Bill Text Testify 3/9/23
2:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

Work session
reconsidered

4/4/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP

Reported out
5/5/23

488 Strong support from staff

89 Revenue An Act to Clarify Eligibility for Property
Tax Stabilization for Individuals 65
Years of Age or Older

Moriarty TAX Bill Text Need
Clarification

3/16/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

4/4/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

DEAD 218
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085733
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=407&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280086693
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=860&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280086756
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=880&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088788
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1710&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085090
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=37&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085231
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=88&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085232
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=89&PID=1456&snum=131
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130 Revenue An Act to Eliminate Senior Citizen
Property Tax Stabilization and Expand
the Homestead Property Tax
Exemption

Bennett TAX Bill Text Monitor 3/16/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

5/25/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

Tabled
4/27/23

29

166 Revenue An Act to Provide Revenue for Property
Tax Relief and Capital Infrastructure
Projects

Williams SLG Bill Text Support 1/31/23
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

2/9/23
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

3/29/23
Public Law

Ch. 14

302 Senator Duson testifying

286 Revenue An Act to Authorize the Use of Tax
Increment Financing Funds for
Constructing or Renovating Municipal
Offices and Other Municipal Buildings

Carlow TAX Bill Text Monitor 2/14/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

Work session
reconsidered

4/18/23

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP

Reported out
5/19/23

1192

793 Revenue An Act to Support Municipal Services
with Revenue Sharing

Brakey TAX Bill Text Monitor 3/30/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

4/19/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

DEAD 1463 More information needed, will discuss at
next meeting

996 Revenue An Act to Allow a Municipality to
Establish a Local Option Sales Tax

Gramlich TAX Bill Text Support 2326 Testimony

1060 Revenue An Act to Support Municipal Public
Safety by Increasing State-Municipal
Revenue Sharing to 7 Percent

Jackson TAX Bill Text Support 3/30/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

5/4/23
2:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

Voted
5/4/23

MAJ: ONTP
MIN: OTP-AM

Not rpt out

132 Testify

1380 Revenue An Act to Fund Municipal
Administrative Costs Associated with
the Senior Property Tax Stabilization
Program

Baldacci TAX Bill Text Monitor 4/12/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

4/27/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

DEAD 1291

1413 Revenue An Act to Amend the Laws Establishing
a Property Tax Stabilization Program for
Senior Citizens

Russell TAX Bill Text Monitor 4/12/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

4/27/23
1:00 PM

Rm 127 SH

DEAD 404
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085292
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=130&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085385
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=166&PID=1456&snum=131&sec3
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP0107&item=3&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085573
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=286&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280086586
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=793&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280086990
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=996&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087004
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1060&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088036
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1380&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088227
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1413&PID=1456&snum=131
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112 Schools An Act to Increase the State's Share of
Retired Teacher Health Insurance
(Emergency)

Dodge LH Bill Text 2/9/23
1:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

3/9/23
2:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

Senate:
4/12/23

Placed on the
Special

Appropriations
Table

207 Tracking requested by April

293 Schools An Act to Revise the School Funding
Formula

Ducharme EDU Bill Text Monitor 4/19/23
10:00 AM

Rm 208 COB

4/19/23
10:01 AM

Rm 208 COB

DEAD 2059

338 Schools An Act to Allow Education Funding to
Follow the Student

Campbell EDU Bill Text Monitor 5/8/23
12:00 PM

Rm 208 COB

Work session
held

5/8/23

DEAD 228

518 Schools An Act to Allow Armed Security in
Schools

Andrews EDU Bill Text Monitor 4/26/23
10:00 AM

Rm 208 COB

5/24/23
1:30 PM

Rm 208 COB

2211

1370 Schools An Act to Simplify the School Budget
Validation Process

Mastraccio ECU Bill Text Monitor 5/2/23
1:00 PM

Rm 208 COB

5/22/23
10:00 AM

Rm 208 COB

1374

1402 Schools An Act to Provide an Additional
Allocation in the School Funding
Formula to Cover Tax-exempt Property
or a Large Economically Disadvantaged
Student Population (Emergency)

Brennan EDU Bill Text Support 4/12/23
1:00 PM

Rm 208 COB

5/17/23
2:00 PM

Rm 208 COB

Tabled
4/17/23

724 Testimony

1415 Schools An Act to Expand Access to School
Construction Funding

Brennan EDU Bill Text Monitor 5/1/23
10:30 AM

Rm 208 COB

5/22/23
10:00 AM

Rm 208 COB

718

1422 Schools An Act to End Homelessness and Assist
Students Who Are Homeless by
Establishing a Housing Voucher
Program and Providing Site-based
Housing Services

Brennan Housing Bill Text 4/14/23
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

4/18/23
1:00 PM

Rm 216 COB

Voted
4/18/23
OTP-AM

Not rpt out

723
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Page 33

https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085274
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=112&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085584
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=293&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085607
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=338&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085956
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=518&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088102
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1370&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088131
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1402&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088233
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=131&paper=&paperld=l&ld=1415
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088221
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1422&PID=1456&snum=131
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1768 Schools An Act to Update the Alternative Base
Year Payment Method for Federally
Qualified Health Centers (Emergency)

Gattine HHS Bill Text Monitor 5/8/23
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/15/23
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

Voted
5/15/23
OTP-AM

Not rpt out

925 Flagged for schools

1634 Speed limits An Act to Grant Municipalities the
Authority to Set Certain Lower Motor
Vehicle Speed Limits Without a
Department of Transportation Speed
Study

Bennett TRAN Bill Text Support 4/25/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

5/3/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

DEAD 2226 Support with letter

1595 Tax An Act to Exempt the Estates of
Veterans Who Were Disabled in the
Line of Duty from Property Taxes

Jackson TAX Bill Text Monitor 5/17/23
10:00 AM
Rm 127 SH

5/24/23
10:00 AM
Rm 127 SH

81 Waiting for staff feedback

1600 Tax An Act to Improve Property Tax Relief
for Certain Disabled Veterans

Stewart TAX Bill Text Monitor LTW
Reported out

5/15/23

DEAD 1614 Waiting for staff feedback

1737 Tax An Act to Provide up to $5,000 in
Property Tax Relief to Veterans

Hymes TAX Bill Text 5/17/23
10:00 AM
Rm 127 SH

5/24/23
10:00 AM
Rm 127 SH

2103

406 TransportationAn Act to Expand Passenger Rail Service Chipman TRAN Bill Text Monitor 4/12/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

5/23/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

2041

408 TransportationAn Act to Expand Bus Service Chipman TRAN Bill Text Monitor 5/11/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

5/23/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

2196

409 TransportationAn Act to Improve Pedestrian Safety Chipman TRAN Bill Text Monitor 5/23/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

2303

1351 TransportationResolve, to Direct the Department of
Transportation to Create a Program to
Promote Transit and Transportation
Research and Funding

Lookner TRAN Bill Text Monitor 4/18/23
1:00 PM

Rm 126 SH

4/2623
10:30 AM
Rm 126 SH

DEAD 2362
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088935
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=131&paper=&paperld=l&ld=1768
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088650
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1634&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088548
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1595&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088554
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1600&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088848
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1737&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085731
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=406&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085735
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=408&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085736
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=409&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088106
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1351&PID=1456&snum=131
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336 Tribes An Act Regarding State Recognition of
Native American Tribes

Poirier JUD Bill Text Monitor 3/15/23
9:00 AM

Rm 438 SH

749

1286 Waterfront Resolve, to Establish the Blue Economy
Task Force to Support Maine's
Emergence as a Center for Blue
Economy Innovation and Opportunity
in the 21st Century (Emergency)

Duson IDEA Bill Text Support 4/11/23
1:00 PM

Rm 206 COB

5/12/23
11:00 AM

Rm 206 COB

Tabled
5/12/23

1268 Testimony

1403 Workforce An Act to Promote Minimum Wage
Consistency by Limiting the Authority of
Municipalities Regarding Minimum
Hourly Pay

Morris LH Bill Text Monitor 4/11/23
1:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

4/26/23
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

MAJ: ONTP
MIN: OTP-AM
Reported  out

5/17/23

1297
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085605
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=336&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087950
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1286&PID=1456&snum=131
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280088160
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1403&PID=1456&snum=131&sec3
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