
 
 
 

RENT BOARD  
July 26, 2023 

5:00 PM 
 

ZOOM INFORMATION: 
 

 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://portlandmaine-
gov.zoom.us/j/85197146617?pwd=UzNBeTkvcWNPUWFKeHNpWk1ScVpuQT09 
Passcode: 798946 
Or One tap mobile : 
    +19292056099,,85197146617#,,,,*798946# US (New York) 
    +13017158592,,85197146617#,,,,*798946# US (Washington DC) 
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
    +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
    +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
    +1 305 224 1968 US 
    +1 309 205 3325 US 
    +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
    +1 646 931 3860 US 
    +1 253 205 0468 US 
    +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
    +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
    +1 360 209 5623 US 
    +1 386 347 5053 US 
    +1 507 473 4847 US 
    +1 564 217 2000 US 
    +1 669 444 9171 US 
    +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
    +1 689 278 1000 US 
    +1 719 359 4580 US 
Webinar ID: 851 9714 6617 
Passcode: 798946 
    International numbers available: https://portlandmaine-
gov.zoom.us/u/kcbNofunj0 
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II. ROLL CALL:  
     
III. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
     
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
     
  a. June 28, 2023 Minutes 
      
V. COMMUNICATIONS:  

  
Please note: Written public comment must be received via email 
(rentboard@portlandmaine.gov) by 12pm the day before the scheduled 
meeting. The subject line must read "Written Public Comment". 

  

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
     
  a. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 

Owner: Eastern Residential Inc 
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property 
Address: 13 Montreal St, Units 1-8 
CBL: 015-B-001-002 
Type of Increase: Increased Housing Service Costs 

      
  b. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 

Owner: Eastern Residential Inc 
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property 
Address: 19 Montreal St, Units 1-8 & B 
CBL: 015-B-001-002 
Type of Increase: Increased Housing Service Costs 

      
  c. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 

Owner: Eastern Residential Inc 
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property 
Address: 25-27 Montreal St, Units 1-8 
CBL: 015-B-001-002 
Type of Increase: Capital Improvement Costs & Increased Housing Service 
Costs 
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  d. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 
Owner: Eastern Residential Inc 
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property 
Address: 304 Eastern Prom, Units 1-8 
CBL: 015-B-001-002 
Type of Increase: Increased Housing Service Costs 

      
  e. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 

Owner: Grant Street Realty Group LLC 
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property 
Address: 63 Grant St, Units 1-6 
CBL: 048-B-016-001 
Type of Increase: Increased Housing Service Costs 

      
  f. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 

Owner: Grant Street Realty Group LLC 
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property 
Address: 65 Grant St, Units 1-6 
CBL: 048-B-016-001 
Type of Increase: Increased Housing Service Costs 

      
  g. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 

Owner: Grant Street Realty Group LLC 
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property 
Address: 69 Grant St, Units 1-6 
CBL: 048-B-015-001 
Type of Increase: Increased Housing Service Costs 

      
  h. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 

Owner: Joanne Stamplis 
Address: 34 Cushman St, all 3 units 
CBL: 056-D-005-001 

      
  i. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 

Owner: Trelawny 657 LLC 
Landlord's Representative: Paul S. Bulger, Esq. with Jewell & Bulger, P.A. 
Address: 655 Congress St 
CBL: 046-D-021-001 

      
VII. NEW BUSINESS  
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  a. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment 
Owner: Rudolph Casparius 
Agent: Erik Casparius with Casparius Holdings LLC 
Address: 105 Woodford St, all 5 units 
CBL: 129-E-019-001 

      
  b. Continued Discussion for Annual Report 
      
VIII. ADJOURN  
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Remote Rent Board Meeting Minutes - Held Via Zoom

Wednesday, June 28, 2023

II. Roll Call

Elliott Simpson, Tenant, District 3 - Chair
Barbara Vestal, Landlord, At-Large
Vacant, District 1
Matthew Walker, Tenant, District 2
Vacant, District 4
Philip Mathieu, Tenant, District 5 - Vice Chair
Vacant, At-Large

Staff present:

Zachary Lenhert Licensing & Housing Safety Manager
Benjamin Plante, Esq., Counsel for the Rent Board

III. Approval of Minutes - 00:00:56
A. May 24, 2023 Minutes

Barbara Vestal made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Matt Walker. Vote: 4-0
(Three vacancies on the Board)

IV. Communications - 00:02:32

There are no items to be discussed

V. Unfinished Business

00:02:51 through 00:29:01 - Benjamin Plante, Esq., Counsel for the Rent Board discusses concerns
about Rent Board member, Matt Walker, and the appearance of bias and/or conflict of interest for the
applications listed in Unfinished Business. Along with that, if Matt Walker was recused from these
applications, the Board would not meet quorum and the applications would be tabled for yet another
meeting until a new member has been appointed. There was discussion amongst Board members and Mr
Plante.

00:29:07 - Barbara Vestal makes a motion that the Board finds that Matt Walker should be recused from
participating in the applications filed by Port Property on the basis that there is an appearance of bias or
lack of objectivity. Seconded by the Chair.

Benjamin Plante, Esq., stated that the vote should be amongst the three board members (Elliott,
Barbara, and Philip) and that the affected member should not be voting on the recusal itself.

1
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Vote: 3-0 (Matt Walker did not vote and there are 3 vacancies on the Board).

00:30:54 - All Port Properties applications have been tabled (Agenda Item V, Sections A-G)

A. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment
Owner: Eastern Residential Inc.
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property
Property Address: 13 Montreal St, Units 1-8 (Legal address is 304 Eastern Prom)
CBL: 015-B-001-002
Increase Requested: Increased Housing Service Costs

See timestamp 00:30:54

B. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment
Owner: Eastern Residential Inc.
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property
Property Address: 19 Montreal St, Units 1-8 & B (Legal address is 304 Eastern Prom)
CBL: 015-B-001-002
Increase Requested: Increased Housing Service Costs

See timestamp 00:30:54

C. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment
Owner: Eastern Residential Inc.
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property
Property Address: 25-27 Montreal St, Units 1-8 (Legal address is 304 Eastern Prom)
CBL: 015-B-001-002
Increase Requested: Capital Improvement Costs & Increased Housing Service Costs

See timestamp 00:30:54

D. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment
Owner: Eastern Residential Inc.
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property
Property Address: 304 Eastern Prom
CBL: 015-B-001-002
Increase Requested: Increased Housing Service Costs

See timestamp 00:30:54

E. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment
Owner: Grant Street Realty Group LLC
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property
Property Address:63 Grant St, Units 1-6 (Legal address is 65 Grant St)
CBL:048-B-016-001
Increase Requested: Increased Housing Service Costs

See timestamp 00:30:54
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F. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment
Owner: Grant Street Realty Group LLC
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property
Property Address: 65 Grant Street, Units 1-6
CBL: 048-B-016-001
Increase Requested: Increased Housing Service Costs

See timestamp 00:30:54

G. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment
Owner: Grant Street Realty Group LLC
Landlord's Representative: David Bergeron with Port Property
Property Address: 69 Grant St, Units 1-6
CBL: 048-B-015-001
Increase Requested: Increased Housing Service Costs

See timestamp 00:30:54

VI. New Business - 00:34:24
A. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment

Owner: Joanne Stamplis
Property Address: 34 Cushman St (Legal address is 36 Cushman St)
CBL: 056-D-005-001

This is the first application submitted using the new MNOI worksheet.

01:20:52 - The Chair asks the applicant if she will voluntarily table her application due to additional
information being needed, to which she agreed to

Additional information that can be submitted to help with the application are:

-receipts/invoices
-written statements if missing a receipt and be detailed about it

B. Rent Increase Application - Public Comment - 01:23:33
Owner: Trelawny 657 LLC
Landlord's Representative: Paul S Bulger, Esq. with Jewell & Bulger, P.A.
Property Address: 655 Congress St
CBL: 046-D-021-001

Per Matt Walker, he is a tenant at 655 Congress Street, therefore, there is a conflict of interest for him to
participate on this application as a Board member. He has voluntarily recused himself.

01:28:22 - Barbara Vestal makes a motion that the Board tables this item until they have a quorum to
be able to deal with it, seconded by the Chair.
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Benjamin Plante, Esq., Counsel for the Board advised the Chair that for this purpose, it would be
okay to only have the three remaining Board members vote (Elliott, Barbara, and Philip)

Vote: 3-0 (Matt Walker recused himself and there are three vacancies on the Board)

C. Continued Discussion for Annual Report - 01:29:33

Board members continued discussing preparation for the annual report from 01:29:33 to 02:02:54 on
the recorded meeting.

VII. Adjourn - 02:03:03

Barbara Vestal made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Matt Walker. Vote: 4-0 (Three
vacancies on the Board)
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City of Portland – Housing Safety Division 
LANDLORD APPLICATION FOR RENT INCREASE SUMMARY 

 
 
Date of Hearing: 
 
March 22, 2023 – Tabled to June 28, 2023 – Tabled to July 26, 2023 
 
 
Owner Name and Address: 
 
Eastern Residential Inc., 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Landlord’s Representative and Address: 
 
David Bergeron with Port Property, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Property Address and Unit: 
 
13 Montreal St, Units 1-8 (Legal address is 304 Eastern Prom) 
 
 
CBL:  
 
015-B-001-002 
 
 
Tenants/Interested Parties: 
 
Yes 
 
 
Type of Request: 
  Renovation of a unit or Reconfiguration of one or more units (6-233(c)) 
  Capital Improvement Costs, including financing costs (6-234(b)(5)(a)) 
  Uninsured repair costs (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
 X Increased housing service costs (6-234(b)(5)(c)) 
  Fair Rate of Return (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
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City of Portland – Housing Safety Division 
LANDLORD APPLICATION FOR RENT INCREASE SUMMARY 

 
 
Date of Hearing: 
 
March 22, 2023 – Tabled to June 28, 2023 – Tabled to July 26, 2023  
 
 
Owner Name and Address: 
 
Eastern Residential Inc., 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Landlord’s Representative and Address: 
 
David Bergeron with Port Property, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Property Address and Unit: 
 
19 Montreal Street, Units 1-8 & B (Legal address is 304 Eastern Prom) 
 
 
CBL:  
 
015-B-001-002 
 
 
Tenants/Interested Parties: 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
Type of Request: 
  Renovation of a unit or Reconfiguration of one or more units (6-233(c)) 
  Capital Improvement Costs, including financing costs (6-234(b)(5)(a)) 
  Uninsured repair costs (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
 X Increased housing service costs (6-234(b)(5)(c)) 
  Fair Rate of Return (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
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City of Portland – Housing Safety Division 
LANDLORD APPLICATION FOR RENT INCREASE SUMMARY 

 
 
Date of Hearing: 
 
March 22, 2023 – Tabled to June 28, 2023 – Tabled to July 26, 2023  
 
 
Owner Name and Address: 
 
Eastern Residential Inc., 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Landlord’s Representative and Address: 
 
David Bergeron with Port Property, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Property Address and Unit: 
 
25-27 Montreal Street, Units 1-8 (Legal address is 304 Eastern Prom) 
 
 
CBL:  
 
015-B-001-002 
 
 
Tenants/Interested Parties: 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
Type of Request: 
  Renovation of a unit or Reconfiguration of one or more units (6-233(c)) 
 X Capital Improvement Costs, including financing costs (6-234(b)(5)(a)) 
  Uninsured repair costs (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
 X Increased housing service costs (6-234(b)(5)(c)) 
  Fair Rate of Return (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
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City of Portland – Housing Safety Division 
LANDLORD APPLICATION FOR RENT INCREASE SUMMARY 

 
 
Date of Hearing: 
 
March 22, 2023 – Tabled to June 28, 2023 – Tabled to July 26, 2023   
 
 
Owner Name and Address: 
 
Eastern Residential Inc., 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Landlord’s Representative and Address: 
 
David Bergeron with Port Property, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Property Address and Unit: 
 
304 Eastern Prom, Units 1-8  
 
 
CBL:  
 
015-B-001-002 
 
 
Tenants/Interested Parties: 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
Type of Request: 
  Renovation of a unit or Reconfiguration of one or more units (6-233(c)) 
  Capital Improvement Costs, including financing costs (6-234(b)(5)(a)) 
  Uninsured repair costs (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
 X Increased housing service costs (6-234(b)(5)(c)) 
  Fair Rate of Return (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
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City of Portland – Housing Safety Division 
LANDLORD APPLICATION FOR RENT INCREASE SUMMARY 

 
 
Date of Hearing: 
 
March 22, 2023 – Tabled to June 28, 2023 - Tabled to July 26, 2023  
 
 
Owner Name and Address: 
 
Grant Street Realty Group LLC, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Landlord’s Representative and Address: 
 
David Bergeron with Port Property, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Property Address and Unit: 
 
63 Grant Street, Units 1-6 (Legal address is 65 Grant St) 
 
 
CBL:  
 
048-B-016-001 
 
 
Tenants/Interested Parties: 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
Type of Request: 
  Renovation of a unit or Reconfiguration of one or more units (6-233(c)) 
  Capital Improvement Costs, including financing costs (6-234(b)(5)(a)) 
  Uninsured repair costs (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
 X Increased housing service costs (6-234(b)(5)(c)) 
  Fair Rate of Return (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
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City of Portland – Housing Safety Division 
LANDLORD APPLICATION FOR RENT INCREASE SUMMARY 

 
 
Date of Hearing: 
 
March 22, 2023 – Tabled to June 28, 2023 – Tabled to July 26, 2023   
 
 
Owner Name and Address: 
 
Grant Street Realty Group LLC, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Landlord’s Representative and Address: 
 
David Bergeron with Port Property, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Property Address and Unit: 
 
65 Grant Street, Units 1-6  
 
 
CBL:  
 
048-B-016-001 
 
 
Tenants/Interested Parties: 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
Type of Request: 
  Renovation of a unit or Reconfiguration of one or more units (6-233(c)) 
  Capital Improvement Costs, including financing costs (6-234(b)(5)(a)) 
  Uninsured repair costs (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
 X Increased housing service costs (6-234(b)(5)(c)) 
  Fair Rate of Return (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
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City of Portland – Housing Safety Division 
LANDLORD APPLICATION FOR RENT INCREASE SUMMARY 

 
 
Date of Hearing: 
 
March 22, 2023 – Tabled to June 28, 2023 – Tabled to July 26, 2023 
 
 
Owner Name and Address: 
 
Grant Street Realty Group LLC, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Landlord’s Representative and Address: 
 
David Bergeron with Port Property, 82 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
 
 
Property Address and Unit: 
 
69 Grant Street, Units 1-6  
 
 
CBL:  
 
048-B-015-001 
 
 
Tenants/Interested Parties: 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
Type of Request: 
  Renovation of a unit or Reconfiguration of one or more units (6-233(c)) 
  Capital Improvement Costs, including financing costs (6-234(b)(5)(a)) 
  Uninsured repair costs (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
 X Increased housing service costs (6-234(b)(5)(c)) 
  Fair Rate of Return (6-234(b)(5)(d)) 
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City of Portland – Housing Safety Division 
LANDLORD APPLICATION FOR RENT INCREASE SUMMARY 

 
 
Date of Hearing: 
 
June 28, 2023 – Tabled to July 26, 2023   
 
 
Owner Name and Address: 
 
Joanne Stamplis, 34 Cushman St, Portland, ME 04102 
 
 
Property Address and Unit: 
 
34 Cushman St (Legal Address is 36 Cushman St) 
All 3 units 
 
 
CBL:  
 
056-D-005-001 
 
 
Tenants/Interested Parties: 
 
Yes 
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City of Portland | Permitting and Inspections 
Zachary Lenhert, Licensing and Housing Safety Manager 

 

 
 

389 Congress Street, Portland, Maine 04101 | 207-756-8131 | housingSafety@portlandmaine.gov 

July 17, 2023 

Re: Notice of Public Hearing 

To: Tenants of 655 Congress Street 

This is a notice of a public hearing before the Rent Board at their next scheduled meeting on 
Wednesday, July 26, 2023 at 5pm. This meeting will be held via Zoom. 

The Landlord for the above address, 657 Congress LLC, has requested approval from the Rent 
Board for the transfer of utility costs related to gas service. 

The Zoom link will be accessible by Friday, July 21, 2023 in the “Media Files” of the meeting agenda 
at the link below: 

http://portlandmaine.gov/129/Agendas-Minutes 

Thank you 

Katlyn Sawyer 
Licensing & Registration Coordinator 

City of Portland 
389 Congress St, Rm 307 
Portland, ME 04101 
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City of Portland – Housing Safety Division 
LANDLORD APPLICATION FOR RENT INCREASE SUMMARY 

 
 
Date of Hearing: 
 
July 26, 2023  
 
 
Owner Name and Address: 
 
Rudolph Casparius, 1231 Forest Ave, Portland, ME 04103 
 
 
Agent Name: 
 
Erik Casparius with Casparius Holdings LLC 
 
 
Property Address and Unit: 
 
105 Woodford St, all 5 units 
 
 
CBL:  
 
129-E-019-001 
 
 
Tenants/Interested Parties: 
 
Yes 
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Litigation/Legislation Pertaining to Rent Control Ordinance, July 1, 2022 through 
June 30, 2023 
 
The first Annual Report of the Portland Rent Board reported on matters through June 30, 2022.  During 
the intervening year, there have been two citizen-initiated referenda and three court cases which 
related to the Rent Stabilization Ordinance.  They are summarized below. 
 

1.  November 2022 Referendum: A 24-page referendum proposing multiple changes to the 
original Act to Protect Tenants in Portland, first enacted by citizen-initiated referendum in 
November 2020, was approved by voters in November 2022 by a vote of 54.9% yes, 45.1% no, 
and became effective in December 2022.  The enacted edits made many changes, the most 
notable of which: 

 
● Shortened timelines to register rental units and increased late fees for failing to register; 
● Eliminated many of the distinctions between a landlord’s obligations to at-will tenants 

versus tenants under lease; 
● Required landlords to give 90-day written notice of all rent increases, 90-day notice of 

all decisions not to renew a lease at the end of a lease term, and 90-day notice of all 
terminations of a tenancy;  

● Prohibited landlords from requiring application fees for rental housing; 
● Limited security deposits to the equivalent of one (1) month’s rent; 
● Reduced the annual allowable increase percentage by which landlords may increase 

rent from 100% to 70% of the change in the Consumer Price Index; 
● Amended the definition of “fair return on investment” and substituted a new 

“maintenance of net operating income” methodology as the means of assessing that 
which applies to all rent increase applications submitted after March 1, 2023; 

● Redefined the renovation required to justify an increase in base rent to limit it to major 
renovation involving construction costs exceeding 20% or more of the unit’s property 
value; 

● Eliminated an increase in real estate taxes as a mechanism for an automatic rent 
increase;   

● Eliminated capital improvement costs as a standalone basis for applying to the Rent 
Board for an approved increase in allowable rent; 

● Limited the 5% of base rent increase allowed to a landlord for a new tenancy to only 
apply in situations where the tenancy was terminated voluntarily by the previous tenant 
(precluding a 5% new tenancy increase if termination of tenancy was due to 
nonpayment of rent, damage to the property, or any other involuntary termination); 

● Clarified the process by which tenants may seek relief from the Housing Safety Office or 
the Rent Board should they believe a rent increase does not comply with the ordinance; 

● Increased the fee payable by landlords to tenants for terminating a tenancy on less than 
90 days’ notice from $500 and $1000 to the equivalent of one (1) and two (2) months’ 
rent for 60- or 30- days’ notice respectively; 

● Included new provisions granting tenant unions standing to assert tenants’ rights before 
the Housing Safety Office, Rent Board and Superior Court; 

● Added a provision which gives the Rent Board jurisdiction and authority to mediate 
disputes between landlords and tenants if both parties request such mediation; 
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● Required the Rent Board rules and regulations to be approved by the City Council, 
including a new methodology for calculating the amount of rent necessary to allow the 
Maintenance of Net Operating Income and yield a Fair Return on Investment under 
various circumstances, to be applied to all applications submitted after March 1, 2023; 

● Increased the fee for a condominium conversion permit from $300 to $25,000 per 
converted unit, to be adjusted annually. 
 

2.  June 2023 Referendum: A June 2023 referendum proposed to allow a landlord to establish a 
new Base Rent at the time of a new tenancy, but only in instances when the prior tenant moved 
out voluntarily.  The other provisions of the Rent Control Ordinance were to remain unchanged.  
The measure was defeated on June 13, 2023 by a vote of 33% yes, 67% no. 

 
3.  TRELAWNY 657, LLC v. RENT CONTROL BOARD, CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE:  Plaintiff, Trelawny, 
LLC (“Trelawny”) filed a M.R. Civ. P. 80B appeal in Cumberland County Superior Court from a 
February 23, 2022 Rent Board decision.  Among the issues addressed by the Rent Board decision 
were whether the Downtown Improvement District assessment is a “tax” that may be allocated to 
tenants under the “tax rate rent adjustment”, how different portions of the building should be 
considered for purposes of allocating the tax increase, and whether landlord notices to tenants 
complied with the Ordinance.  Trelawny appealed the Rent Board’s Decision on several grounds, 
including that (1) the Rent Board abused its discretion, (2) the retroactive rent freeze violates 
Maine’s Constitution, and (3) penalties imposed for defective notice constitute an abuse of 
discretion. The appeal was pending at the time of the last Rent Board Annual Report.  The Plaintiff’s 
appeal was subsequently dismissed, with prejudice, by the Cumberland County Superior Court on 
January 16, 2023 for failure to timely meet several filing deadlines. 

 
4.  BAYVIEW COURT ASSOCIATES, LLC v. CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE: The Plaintiffs, Bayview Court 
Associates, LLC and Eastern Promenade LLC, sought declaratory and injunctive relief against the City, 
contending that the rental registration data compiled by Plaintiffs and submitted to the City in 
compliance with the rental unit registration requirements constituted “trade secrets” and should be 
exempted from public disclosure under Maine’s Freedom of Access Act (FOAA).  The Business and 
Consumer Court held on December 22, 2022, that Plaintiffs did not carry their burden to prove that 
compilations of rental data created by Plaintiffs and submitted to the City constituted “trade 
secrets” within the meaning of the Maine Trade Secrets Act, thus the data is not exempt from public 
disclosure under FOAA. 
 
5.  PVA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP v. CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE:  The Plaintiff, PVA Limited 
Partnership has filed suit against the City of Portland seeking a declaratory judgment that the term 
“accommodation” as used in the Rent Control Ordinance means “a place of accommodation such as 
an apartment building or complex” as Plaintiff contends, rather than “an individual dwelling unit” as 
Plaintiff asserts that the City contends.  At issue is whether the Rent Control Ordinance’s exemption 
from rent control for “accommodations where the amount of rent charged is either controlled or 
subsidized by a federal, state, or local governmental agency” should be read as exempting all of the 
dwelling units at the complexes known as Princeton Pines, Princeton Ridge, Princeton Village and 
Princeton on Back Cove, or whether it should only exempt the 25% of the units in each complex 
which, by regulatory agreement with Maine State Housing Authority, provide low income housing 
for 30 years (until 2033) that the Plaintiff is required to reserve for occupancy by tenants whose 
incomes are 50% or 60% or less than the area median gross income.  The matter is pending in 
Cumberland County Superior Court. 
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