Commission Members:

Jaime Parker, Chair - Jon Kachmar, Vice Chair - Cheri Musgrave - Kristen Fulmer - Beth Rabbitt - Marie Gray - Zack
Anchors - Stephen Bentsen - Katie Mears - William Elting - Donna Gartland - Helen Coyne - Alexis Lopez Del Vecchio -
John Clark - Ashley Burdick - City Councilor Victoria Pelletier

City of Portland
Parks Commission Agenda
August 3, 2023 at 5:00 PM

The Mission of the Portland Parks Commission is to advocate for the enhancement and stewardship of our parks and
open spaces. Review and propose projects that impact parks and open spaces and recommend action.
Foster collaboration among park users and the City. Promotes public access and enjoyment.
Advocate for public and private funding for parks and open spaces. Enjoy Portland for Life.

To submit written public comment on an agenda item, email ParksCommission@Portlandmaine.gov
Submissions must be received by 12:00 pm the day before the Parks Commission meeting to guarantee their
inclusion in the agenda packet. All submissions must include the commenter's name and legal address. To help
ensure your comment is submitted for the correct item, please include the name of the agenda item (see below).

REMOTE ACCESS INFORMATION

The Parks Commission will conduct this meeting remotely via Zoom pursuant to the Remote Meeting Policy
adopted by the Portland Parks Commission. Allow your computer to install the free Zoom app to get the best
meeting experience. If you are not able to attend live either in person or via Zoom, a recording will be available
in the Agenda Center following the meeting.

For public comment via Zoom, you will need to use the "raise your hand" feature. To raise your hand via the
telephone, please hit *9. You will be unmuted by the host when it is time for public comment.

Please use the link below to join the webinar:
https://zoom.us/j/91710859101?pwd=MUVLWTVFRGS5jUFNxSHIEcTFISk8wZz09

Passcode: P3ppermlnt

Or Telephone:

US: +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 6099
Webinar ID: 917 1085 9101

Passcode: 480730

L. Call to Order
II. General Citizen Comment Period
a.  Emailed Citizen Comment
II1. Agenda Items
a.  Acceptance of Meeting Minutes: June 1, 2023
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https://www.portlandmaine.gov/129/Agendas-Minutes
https://zoom.us/j/91710859101?pwd=MUVLWTVFRG5jUFNxSHlEcTFlSk8wZz09

b.  New Business
1. CIP Presentations with Q&A (Public Comment taken)
c.  Old Business
d.  Communications and Updates
i.  Parks Report
ii.  Land Bank Commission Report
iii.  Citywide Encampments Update
iv.  City Arborist Hiring Update
e. Commissioner requests for Agenda Items

IV. Adjournment
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7/27/23, 3:52 PM THOMAS PARK

= g Groups Q Conversations v~  Search conversations withi... v ) 3 portlii
1= New conversation & & X 0 X

THOMAS PARK 2 views

(© Recent groups

II §tdup@metrocast.net

to rphi...@portlandmaine.gov, citym...@portlandmaine.gov, dli...@portlandmaine.gov, ksn...@portlandmaine.gov, pmi...@portlandmaine.gov, Ethan Hipple, Alex Marshall, Carol Schiller,
Fav!’?,t!&?p%?ﬂ‘a"?@parkconservancy.org, zbar...@gmail.com, snza...@gmail.com, purp...@maine.rr.com, nno...@gmail.com

Yy StabedrdomweedatiBhilips:

Parks Commission . . L ) L ) . .
As discussed during our telephone conversation, several weeks ago, similar to the Noyes family descendants, it is imperative to us, the Elias Thomas family descend:

Lowell Park name to its original name - Thomas Park. As you seg, | have attached several documents, attesting to the proper name and designation.
Iy Conversations 99+

o) Members
[=}]
On behalf of the Thomas, Payson & Sprague families, all descendants of Elias Thomas, the original benefactor, this letter is written requesting that you please sponso

@ About

2o My membership settings
Order # ? 2023 Amendment to the Portland City Code Chapter 18 Re: Lowell Park name correction to Thomas Park (as originally designated and restoration to full
Regina Phillips, City Councilor District 3.

While meeting with Ethan Hipple, Director of Parks, Recreation and Facilities Department; Alex Marshall, Park Director and Anne McGuire, assistant City Manager, reg
designation, Mr. Hipple recommended that we request that you sponsor this correction. It is high time to correct Lowell Park name to Thomas Park and restore the 1
baffling to us that the park designation status is not being used for this park. We strongly advocate that Thomas Park status be reinstated same as Noyes Park, Long
Park, Western Prom Park, Eastern Prom Park, etc. This protects Thomas Park as originally intended for future use.

We greatly appreciate your assistance with our request. We are struck by the out pouring of community support. It has been humbling. We are proud to work with Libt
support their efforts winning MMC grant for art and lighting in Thomas Park, not Lowell Park name.

If you have any questions and or need additional information, please do not hesitate to call or email me. We would greatly appreciate it if you could you please notify 1

https://groups.google.com/a/portlandmaine.gov/g/parkscommission/c/1 DC%;géEZ@U 11


https://groups.google.com/my-groups
https://groups.google.com/recent
https://groups.google.com/all-groups
https://groups.google.com/starred-conversations
https://groups.google.com/a/portlandmaine.gov/g/parkscommission
https://groups.google.com/a/portlandmaine.gov/g/parkscommission/members
https://groups.google.com/a/portlandmaine.gov/g/parkscommission/about
https://groups.google.com/a/portlandmaine.gov/g/parkscommission/membership
https://groups.google.com/my-groups
https://www.google.com/intl/en/about/products?tab=gh

128 OITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE

REPORT OF PARK COMMISSION, 1923

ORGANIZATION

Carvonn 8. Ciraruay, (hairman ex-offieio

Frankuin R. Repnox
Winnian O. Tosreson
Sern W, Crang

Witniay J. Dovaueney, Sec'y-Treas.
Pranx (\ Goooricir, Superintendent.

TABLE OF AREAS OF PARKS, SQUARES, BT,

Destgnation.
Aundrews Square,
Almshouse lot,
Baxter Bounlevand,
Toothhy Square,
Peerings Oaks,
Kastern Promenmle,
IPesgerden Park,
IFort Allen Pavk,
Fort. Summner Park,
Lineoln Park,
Monnment Square,
Presumpseot Park,
FKdward Payson Park,
Thons Square,
Trinity Squave,
Western Promenade,
Winslow Park,

Total,

Aren.

b neves

14.18
28.83
a1
51.22
59.20
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28.01
47775
A9
30
18.91
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3
H
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SIXTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

129

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES

Recuiprs

Balance from year 1922, $ .58
Appropriation (1923), 100,954.73
Receipts from miscellaneous sources,  3,382.10

Total, $104,337.41

ExreNDUrTRES

Almshouse lot, $ 3873.01
Baxter Boulevard, 34,915.46
‘Clemeteries, Deeving scction, 125,78
Park Commission cottage and grecnhonse, 6,008.75
Deerings Oaks, 6,761.12
Eastern Promenade and Fort Allen Park, 2,614.97
Eastern Cemetory, 631.40
Edward Payson Park, 4,002.49
Forestry, 3,023.96
General, 2,592.90
Land payment, 5$,799.99
Lincoln Park, 1,262.62
Motor transportation, 2,303.22
Office, salavies and insurance, +,853.89
Prosumpseot Park, 00.00
Reeveation Commission (12%% of Park Dept.

appropriation and last guarter annual pay-

ment earried forbard from 1092,) 15,587.40
Small parks and squares, 1,751.4%
Schools, 28.00
Snow and iee, 2,184.50
Stable, 1,690.68
Trinity Sqiare, 99.25
Taools and equipmont, 1,423.22
Western Promenade, 2,218.24
Western Cemetery, 2,549.49
Winslow Park, 138.51

Total, $104,00:4.62

i



200 GITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE

FINANCIAL
The receipts for Kvergreen Cemelery t or the year ending
Decewber 24, 1438, are as tullnws

Roceived F0r BUrals oo st $5,203.70
Received Tor ﬁ'mlmmtiuus 3,4.56.19
fteceived for Care ST 3.639.14
Reveived for Regrading . 1.9«1‘: (r)?
Reeeived for Plapts o 150254
Received for Genernl Labor rorene 174G

$16,709.25
Nore.—See Auditor's Statenrent. for iinanctal yeport.

PARK COMMISSION
Report for the Year 1928

TABLE OF AREAS UNDER THE CONTIROL OF TILE
PARK COMMISSION
1. Abhnshonse Valley Lot (northerly side of Park Ave.) H.lf_iucres
2. Andrews Square (Plne and West Sis. west corner) HH
@ s
3, Baxler Doulevard cameen 2883 )
1, Beothty Square (Fore 8i, ad Fear! BL) v Y
5 Caldwell Square (Waodford 8t and Stevens Aved) g8
§. Deering’s Oaks (northerly side Park Ave) e 5370 "
7. Eastern Promeiade oo o s BA.7H

8. Fesseutten Park (corner Bnghmn :md Deerh;g Ach ) 46 ¢
9. Torl Allen Park (adjoining Bastern Promenado).... 466 ¢
16, Foct Sumner Park (North SU) cvocnvmncomnmne. 107 ¢
1i. Lineoln Park anid Bxtension (Fire Station Lot} ... 351 -
19, Land ni Noves, Longfetow und Oakdale Sls. e g4 0"
13. Monumenl Sguare (eraamental cirele) oo ok I
14. Noyes Irark (Pedford St., Deering and Brlgh(on

Aves,) 52 "

15. Presumpscot Purk (Stevens AVeS .cemnneinoms 2801 ¢

1. Payson Park, The Bdward (Ocean Aved ... 47.75
17. Thomas Square {Congress and Lowell Sis) .. By
13, 'Prinity Square (Fovest Ave. and Coyle B 30
19, Westerst Promenade - 18.91

a0, Winglow Park (Forest. Ave. and Wingtow S0} oo 10

‘Totie] Area 264,85 ¢

ANNUAL REPORT 201

EMETERIES CARED FOR OUT OF PARK FUND

L Bastern Cemctery——Corner of Mounifort 8t and
Washington Ave.

8. Weslern Cemetery-- Ve mgh.m =t

3. East Deering Cewelory-— Preswpsenl. St.

4o George 8, Cemefery— Genpge St and Ocean Ave,

5. Longfellow Cemvtery— Edwirds 81,

6. North Decring Canefery---Maplewood 8t
. Riverton Cometery-—- Forest Ave,
. Stoowlbwaler Cemetery-—\Westhraek St

TMPROVEMENT EXPENDITURES

The vatio of improvement expenditures fo mainienance
costs is always of interest. The Portland Park Clommission
shows g tolal improvements expenditure of $48,770.84. This
figure inchides $5,000.00 bond payment on the tannery pur-
ehase (addition to Deering’s Quks) ; $3,000.00 houd payment
(addition to Deering’s Ouks) for the praperty along Pavk
Avenue and Forest Avenue; $2,000.00, a final payment on the
band at Derving Avenue, Brighton Avenne and Bedford
Street, purchased several years sgo from the Deering beirs.
The improvement figure {loss above lamd payments), or
38,775,584, vetleets (he following hettermenir in the Park
Systens,

Maasnonse Lor ($116.87). Filling to grade the area
which is fo seree as an athleiic field.

Baxrex  Downevarn  (asphalianaemlam  eonsteuetion)
(F27,581L34). This is the largest item of improvoment ne-
complished by the Connmtssion in 1998, This work is a con-
tinwafion of the maeadam eonstroetion hegun ot the easterly
end of Washington Ave. in 1927, The work wis staried lale
in April and, in dpite of the worst weather conditions, was
conipleted July 3. The arca improved was 14,855 square
vardg. The mneadnm cost was $25,961.34, The muf eost was
.23 per square yard. Imperted trap rock was used in the
wearing surface. 1t eost $2.55 per ton £. o, . Portland. The
vuloading sud hauling was done hy contraet by the Morill
Conl md Wood Compemy, at & .75 per ton. The base course

14
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ethomas@metrocast.net

=
From: Herb Adams <hadams@smccme.edu>
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2023 9:55 PM
To: Carol Schiller; elias@exitkeyrealestate.com; Nick Noyes

Subject: More on Thomas Park

Some research time in the Library today reveals the following. When I am in my SMCC office | will scan all of these out
to you for our case. This is what | have :

1. 1922 City Report -- Parks Commission report notes this is the 10th anniversary of the 1913 creation of the Portland

Parks Commission.
Hence, the donation of Thomas Park back in 1913 was one of the VERY FIRST donations of a new city park under the

then-new commission and would have been known to everyone.

2. 1923 City Report -- pg. 128 clearly lists "Thomas Square , .39 acres " as one of the city's 258.83 acres of holdings
And it is not the smallest -- those are AndrewsSquare and Monument Square )

3. 1915 City Report -- pg. 440, as of December 31, 1915, lists Thomas Square as .39 acres in the 181.97 acres of 14 total
city parks and public grounds ( This is the first mention of this brand-new park | can find in City Reports. Obviously
everyone would have known about it .)

Do we know the date of the gift of Thomas Square in 1913 ? That way I can check the 3 city papers for any mention

of it.
All this just adds validity to the city's acknowledgment of the existence of this small but pleasant piece of the city.

More to follow soon as time allows.
Best Wishes to All
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'stLhomas@metrocast.net

= —
From: S. Nick Zaccaro <snzaccaro@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2023 10:25 PM
To: ethomas@metrocast.net
Cc: Carol Schiller
Subject: Re: Thomas Park - introductions & research

I just found a reference to the "Thomas Park" name as late as 1952.

Evening Express < Gl
28 Aug 19862, Thu - Page 15

On Thu, Feb 23, 2023 at 10:14 PM S. Nick Zaccaro <snzaccaro@gmail.com> wrote:
Hello Elias,

| just noticed the below email to Earle seems to have only been sent to me. | wanted to make sure you also sent it to
him.

I've attached the articles Carol referenced which list Thomas/Lowell Park as an official park. | believe at least Parks
Director Alex Marshall has seen these clippings.

 Nick

" Page 7
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and sold 50x100 If necessary, or will sell

T T T T Sl ——e e S———
LOT OF LANDON CONGRESS ST., OP-
posite the new| Thomas Park,| at ,Weltﬂ
End. lately prefented—tothe—Hy: one of
th most desirable locations for resi-
dences or for an apartment house, which
is actually needed. Lot will be divided
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Poruanc, Mane. Everung Express. Weanesday, July 6, 1983 ‘1

Green Space

us;ed heavily

Official list
of city’s parks...

mer
North Street Park: Next to old

ball court, diamonds, ‘

tennis courts W School, play
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Elias Thomas Il
Post Office Box 7
Acton, Maine 04001-0007

February 8, 2023

Honorable Kate Snyder
City of Portland

389 Congress Street
Portland, Maine 04101
(207) 874-8941

ksnyder@portlandmaine.gov

Ethan Hipple

Director of Parks, Recreation and Facilities Department

City of Portland, ME
212 Canco Rd, Suite A
Portland, Maine 04103
207-808-5400

ehipple@portlandmaine.gov

Dear Mayor Snyder & Mr. Hipple:

My family gave the City of Portland a generous gift, Thomas Park. | am the living descendant of the Elias
Thomas Estate. We are extremely proud of our heritage and many contributions our family has made to
the City of Portland. This letter is written requesting the following:

1. Correct Lowell Street Park name to Thomas Park name. Our family gave the City of Portland this
generous land gift located at 64 Burnham Street. It is a triangle shaped park comprised of
17,176.56 square feet, located between Congress Street, Burnham Street and Lowell Street.
Thomas Park’s perimeter is outlined by a ring of nine Linden trees that are evenly
spaced. Please see below deed dated December 19, 1913 for your review. Thomas Park is 110

Page 11



years old city park, known to our family as Thomas Park. We can find no evidence that the
council ever voted to change the name, but historic references confirms the name it was given,
Thomas Park. We want this error corrected to Thomas Park.

2. According to Portland Property Search the original park size was reduced from 17,176.56 square feet
to 12,447 square feet. We were never notified about size reduction. We want the correction of the park
name and it’s preservation of the land for the purpose for which it was given, a City park for public use.

3. Request that you correct the City’s maps and all public information that the City disseminates about
the city’s public parks to include Thomas Park name, install City of Portland Park sign identifying the park

as "Thomas Park” founded in 1913.

4. Respect the family’s interest as a stakeholder in any planning for the use of the property by
consultations and the sharing of any proposed future plans for this property with us.

It is our desire to work closely with you and the City of Portland to correct these errors.

If you have any questions, please emall: elias@exitkeyrealestate.com.

We look forward to your response and want this rectified as soon as possible.
Could you please outline action plan and timeline to fulfill our requests.

We greatly appreciate your swift response.

Sincerely yours,

Elias Thomas, i

Cc. Danielle West, Interim City Manager, City Manager’s Office

(207) 874-8689, citymanager@portlandmaine.gov

Michael Goldman, Acting Corporation Counsel

(207) 874-8480, mig@portlandmaine.gov
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ethomas@metrocast.net

To: Carol Schiller
Subject: RE: See Time Line for News paper articles, documents, etc..

Sent Nick Zaccaro back on February 23. | had actually copied him on a blast email, but I had mis-typed his email address
so re-sent it. Will let him know about my meeting coming up on Tuesday.

From: Carol Schiller <schiller.carol@yahoo.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 2, 2023 3:07 PM

To: ethomas@metrocast.net

Subject: See Time Line for News paper articles, documents, etc..

Elias,

I attempted to organize what I’ve collected from Nick Zaccaro, lan Stevenson, & Herb Adams . At different times this has
all been emailed to you but good to double check the list make sure you have everything.

Could you please email: Nick Zaccaro< snzaccaro@gmail.com> . Nick volunteers helping Libbytown Neighborhood
Association, Nick has attempted several times for the city to recognize the “green space” as a park . He’s been working
on a sub committee to get estimates for festival lighting in the park. It would be good to acknowledge and thank his
efforts researching Thomas Park and add that you look forward to attehding a Libby Town Neighborhood Association
meeting. This extends an olive branch to them and Nick can share with the President and board members. If and
hopefully the city will support correcting the name to Thomas Park, having a letter of support from Libbytown

Neighborhood Association will help you.

If you have another questions let me know..also let Herb know your deadline, he was going to continue researching in
between his job. See attached folder with news paper articles about Thomas Park. Hope this helps.

Thank You,
Carol
Thomas Square Park
1913 to Present
Park Description:

Thomas Square Park, founded December 19, 1913, located at 64 Burnham Street, between Lowell, Burnham and
Congress Streets, Triangle shape, 17, 176.56 square feet . Thomas Park perimeter is surrounded by a ring of nine Linden

trees.

Park Commission Reports list Thomas Square in 1913, 1922 reports, showing the park size was.39 acres. The 1914
Richard Atlas map shows the park was 17,176. Square feet.

Documents:

Page 13



1. Dec. 19, 1913 Deed: Estate of Thomas Elias - Thomas Park Gift to City of Portland

2. 1914 Richard Atlas: Plate 7
Alternative Title - Libby Town, West End {(western section) .
This map shows the park, 17,176 square feet. The name is not shown.

Park Commission Reports:

3.1915 Park Commission Report, Thomas Square
4.1922 Park Commission Report 10th Annual
5.1923 Park Commission Report, Thomas Square reference .39 acres

6.1926 Park Commission Report,
7.1940? Portland City Guide, Lowell Street Playground, Congress, Burnham, and Lowell Streets, is a municipal

playground with a supervised play program; regular playground equipment is available. Portland Guide, Recreational
Facilities section, page xLi (n 44) -

Link: https:/Xarchive.org/detaiIs}portlandcitvguidOOunsemgge/n43!mode/2up?ref=ol&view=theater&q=lowell

News Articles/Info:
Jan. 14, 1772 Elias Thomas was born - Died August 3, 1872, 100 years old

April 17, 1869 - William and Elias Thomas go to court due to a fight provoked when called liar. Portland Press Herald,
Page 3

August 9, 1872 (For the press.) Correction
Elias Thomas. Mr. Editor: — As there are some inaccuracies in the notice of Elias Thomas in your paper of this morning, |

enclose you a sketch of his life as drawn by the late Honorable William Willis. Etc Portland Daily Press, page 3

May 11, 1875 Elias Thomas & Co., Flour, Groceries and Provisions, 86 Commercial Street. Thomas’ Block Portland. Ad
Portland Daily Press, page 3

May 10, 1890 Some of Portland’s Venerable Citizens, Portland Daily Press, page 5

Nov. 23, 1896 “William W. Thomas - Death of An Aged and Prominent Citizen, 93 Years of Active Life.” The Portland
Daily Press, page 3

Nov. 30,1896 Mr. Thomas’s Will. He Gives $50,000 in Public Bequest .

A Large Portion of the Property Place in Trust - Elias and Hon. W.W. Thomas as Made Trustees and Executors - Many

Charitable Institutions Remembered.
The will of the late Willam W. Thomas was presented for probate Saturday....Witnessed by Byron D. Verrill, Henry C.

Small and Fred E. Alen , Continued ...signed December 22, 1894 ..Portland Daily Press, page 3

Jan. 29, 1897 Funeral of General Thomas. Address Delivered by Rev. Mr. Hack of the Second Parish, Portland Daily
Press, page 3

Sept. 23, 1902 Obituary Mrs. Elias Thomas, Jr. Eleanor Libby Holt’s parents were Julia Libby & William Holt. Her
grandfather was Harrison J. Libby. Married to Mr. Thomas last July 16th, 1902 or 19017

July 14, 1903 Obituary Mrs. Elias Thomas. Daughter of Hon. S. P. Brown in DC, after marrying Mr. Thomas she moved to
Portland. Survived by her husband, a daughter, Mrs. Richard C Payson, and two sons Elias Thomas, Jr and William W.

Thomas.
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March 7, 1904 Social Gossip - Mr. Elias Thomas, Jr., is at the Trochta, Havana, Cuba. Evening Express, page 3
January 11?, 1906 Elias Thomas, Jr & Dorothea Perkins 2nd Wedding Reception at Danforth Street.

January 14, 1906 “Gathering for Elias & Dorothea’s wedding reception at Danforth Street house”. Portland Sunday
Telegram, page 10

1909 Elias Thomas, Ir Born - Died May 1995. Parents were Elias & Dorothea Perkins Thomas.

1910 Factory designed by John Calvin Stevens, on corner of Lowell & Cherry Streets, 1932 Corbin -Holmes Shoe Co.
employs 520; Homes, Stickney & Walker Shoe Company; Holmes Stickney, Inc Shoe & Company,

October 19, 1913 Sunday Morning (Regarding Death of Mr. Elias Thomas) Commercial Portland was dealt, a hard blow,
and its social life sustained a serious loss in the death of Mr. Elias Thomas. He was born in this city, and had been
prominent in its activities and interest for years, all projects designed for the advancement of his native place and the
betterment of its citizenship, found in him, an ardent, champion and sturdy supporter. His business career which
extended over a long period was characterized by unusual success. For years, Mr. Thomas was recognized as one of our
strong and representative citizens, and one who had contributed his full share to the stability and prosperity of the city.

Portland Sunday Telegram, Page 16

April 26, 1914 News paper Ad: “Lot of Land on Congress St., Opposite the new Thomas Park, at West End, lately
presented to the City: one of the most desirable locations for residences or for an apartment house, which is actually
needed. Lot will be divided and sold 50 x 100 if necessary, or will sell 100 x 100 square feet. W. F. Dresser, 80 Exchange

Street.”
Portland Sunday Telegram, page 31

June 15, 1918 Elias Thomas, Candidate for State Senate, Evening Express, pg 5
September 5, 1920 Saturday, Sept. 11, Big Day For Children of Portland, Portland Sunday Telegram, page 11
July 23, 1922 - “Portland Playgrounds Care For More Than 19,000 Children” Portland Sunday Telegram, page 10 A

August 29, 1922: “ Park Commission Doing Big Job in Adding to City’s Beauty. Thomas Square listed. Evening
Express, page 12

September 1, 1931 Six-Year-Old Margaret V. Axelson Awarded First Prize In Annual Playground Doll Parade And Pageant,
Portland Press Herald, page 2

August 26, 1930 5,000 Watch Annual Doll Carriage Parade Here, Portland Press Herald, page 13

September 28, 1941 Miss Thomas To Be Wedded Oct. 25 In First Parish Church, Portland Press Herald, page 15

August 11, 1948 - “Section of Douglass St. Dump Becomes Modern Playground, Activities Transferred from Lowell
Street; Latter Site Will Be Park”. Portland Evening Express, Front page

March 27, 1952: City Plans Action To Protect Run Down Fore Street Park. Thomas Square listed. Evening Express, page
40
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October 30, 1963 50 Years Ago - William Widgery Thomas was today elected to fill vacancy in the office of president at
the Canal National Bank created a few weeks ago by the death of his father, Elias Thomas. Evening Express, page 20

July 6,1983: Lowell Street Park: Congress and Lowell, at Thomas Square where the Lowell Street Professional Building is

located.
Evening Express, page 5

July 6, 1983 Neighborhood Park used heavily . Official list of city’s parks..Lowell Street Park. Evening Express, page 5

May 31, 1995 Obituary Elias Thomas, Jr. Survived by wife, Irene Goodson Thomas; 3 daughters, irene Andrew, Eliza
Lawrence, Sally Cushman, and son, Elias Il .

March 1, 2023: Who are living Descendants of Elias Thomas?
Elias Thomas i,

DRAFT
The History of Thomas Family

Elias Thomas born Jan. 14, 1772 considered the oldest man in Portland, lived 100 years of age. Over the course of 250
years, Elias Thomas and his descendants made lasting and sizable contributions, Thomas Park, is one of of the many gifts
to the City of Portland. The heart of Libby Town Neighborhood located at 64 Burnham Street, surrounded by Lowell,

Burnham and Congress Street.

Thomas Park is 110 years old. The City of Portland Parks Dept. in the 50’s launched a city-wide Playground program.
One was set up and named Lowell Playground in Thomas Park. The playgrounds were part of a plan to teach children
good conduct, patriotism, pride, and how to compete with other citywide playground kids.

Adults from the Shoe Factory on Lowell and Cherry was across from the park, employing 500 employees, they also
enjoyed Thomas Park.

Etc.
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. Thomas, wife of the said William Widgery Thomes,

£,

ow all gfﬁm by fhese Frvesents, Fhat

Weo,Elias Thomes,William Wid%ery Thomas, and Helen Thomas Payson all'of Portland
in the County of Cumberland and State of Maine, being all the childrenrand de-
visees under the will of Elias Thomas, late of: said ortland, deceased,

in consideration of ON® dollar and other considerations, to us

sald City pf Portland,a body politic and corporate, oresated and existing uﬂ@gywihe
laws of the State of Maine, .

the receipt whereof WO o hereb; : -
clyim unto thegud 01ty OF Bortisnd aun {38 oML SRS o, MRl 9 e AL Loxre gl g
situated f% sald Portland near "Libby's Qorner" so called, and bounded and described
as follows:viz:-Beginning at a po int where the northerly side line of Congressa
Street is intersected by the westerly side line of Lowell Street,thence running west
erly by gongress Street, eight and fifty-thres one hundredths (8.53) feet, more
or less, to an angle in said Congress Street, thence north westerly by Congreass
Street, two hundred and sixty-three and ninety-five one hundredths (26%.95) feet
more Or less,to Burnham Street, thence easterly by Burnham Street, one hundred
and forty-three and eighth-nine one hundredths (143.89) feet, more or less to Low-
ell Street,thence southerly by Lowell Street, two hundred thirty-and "thirty-two
one hundredths (230.32) feet, more or leds, to the point of beginning, containing
seventeen thousand ame hundred and seventy-six and fifty-six one hundredths
(17,176.88) square feet, of land ,more or less Being the first parcel of larl des~
cribed in a deed from Elizabeth Pullen to said Elias Thomas, dated March 26, 1901
and recorded in Cumberlard County Registry of Deeds, Book 702,Page 90, This
conveyance is mede upon and subject to the following express conditions,to witj-~
1, Sald land shall be kept and maintained either as an open green, a public park ,
or a public playground, and shall be used for no other purpose.2.No building or
permanent structure of any kind(fountains,fences and statuss excepted) shall be
erected or. placed upon said land. No act of Legislature of the State of Maine,
authokizing said City of Rrtland, or its successors, to comstrwst public buildings
upon public grounds, or upon this particular land, shall be effectual to avoid
the foregoing condition.Upon breach of either of the foregoing conditions,this
deed shall immediately become null, void, and of no effect, and sald land shall
thereupon revert to said grantors or their heirs. Said Grantor, further stipulate
and said City of Portlandby acoepting this conveyance covenants and agrees for
itself and its successors, that if said land or any part thereof shall at any
time hereafter be taken for any purpose by process of eminent domain,said grantors
or their heirs shall be entitled to all damages paidl or to be paid, for said
taking, and ghall. have all such rights and remedied in relation thereto as they
would have 1f they were absblute owners of. said land..

T Bave wnd 1o FoIfl the same, together with all the privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, to

thesaid g34¢ of Portland and its successors, forever. heirs-and assigns forever;
ARG mram e an venant-rri & wat
heirsendaswiyus-thaer —~ Wil WanEm aEd T T e oo RIEest0 e s am o - the-gaid -~

heizs.ond-assizns-forever,against-the-lawnt claims-snd demamds wfali-persons-cladming-byr frrowgh-or wnder nre

In Wiiness Whereof o the said Elias Thomas,Willism Widgery Thomas a.nﬁa 3elgn Thomas
ife of the said Blias Thomas ry Cate
Payson, and Dorathea Bzayton Tho:a: wi toi s gnd Rgchaid O.Payéon,l§gsb?ngiof
T ayson. o n 8 _deed as Grantors: and re ulshin
233 §%n3e§§%§“a1§°§?§hs n tﬁejabgvgsdescr?bed premises, 4 Q &
have hereunto set guyp hand gand seal ghis nineteenth day of Yecember in the
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and thirteen.

Signed, Sealed and Delivered in presence of

elegWallale HeToPo Eliss Thomas Sesl.
%65'3?$§3€6§°t§ g.ﬁ?T? & Dorothea Brayton Thomes Seal.
CharTotte Thomas. william Widgery Thomas Seal.
Annie L ,P.Herrison, May Cate Thomas Seal.

Helen Thomas Payson Seals
Richard C.Rayson Seal.

Stute of Blwine, Gnwberland, 8. Docember 19, 1913

Personally appeared the above named , Elias,Thomas, Willism Widgery Thomas, and Hé-
len Thomas Paysonand acknowledged the above instrument to be ‘theirfree act and deed.

Brrore M2, A.K.Butler, Justice of the Peace,

v

RecrIvED Fehrusry 4,1914 ,at 1 oclock 40 m. P. M., and recorded accor'ding to the original.
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ethomas@metrocast.net

From: Herb Adams <hadams@smccme.edu>
Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 3:42 PM

To: elias@exitkeyrealestate.com

Subject: Thomas park !

Hello ---and thank you for your kind message -- especially from one of old Portland's most remarkable families , civic
activists who had their hands on every big issue of their day, from Abolition to homelessness.
As Carol might have told you, some careful research did just this spring successfully restore the family name to Noyes

Park ( by USM ) after many years of neglect and forgetfulness.
And yes, " Thomas Park " DOES occur in the City Directories of 1928 { | happen to have those on hand here in the

office ) right where you know it should. | have more material at home . Further material could be found in the City

Directories at the Portland Public Library.
To focus the search for proof -- Do you know more or less what year the park came into the city possession? Once |

find that we can move on fairly well.
We must gather this hard evidence and proof from the city records to convince the Parks Dept and the Parks

Commission to stand on our side as we begin the process.
I will be away for part of this weekend but will explore more of my material at home and report to you right away on

what I can find.
Many thanks for the contact and the chance to help a good cause !

With Very Best Wishes
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2, Memksys

®  Abotfanks so much for reaching back out to me. I'm sorry for my delayed response. It's been a very busy and overwhelming month.

o My ReRRSIRhRSREING Rt with city staff a few months ago while you were out of town. | asked them to conduct additional research on the park and told them we would
| am still excited about bringing this amendment forward, but ask that we meet with the Parks Dept, Corporation Council, and Councilor Pelletier, first to make sure we
necessary to put this on the council's agenda. | suggest we meet in June to bring the amendment forward in July, as we are trying to pass the budget and continue to
unhoused. | further suggest that we include Councilor Fournier, as she also has a park she would like to rename. That way, we could bring all the amendments forwar:
| can send a separate email, and include those who should attend the meeting, with suggested dates and times.

In the meantime, please feel free to contact me with any questions and/or concerns.
