
City of Portland 
Clean Elections Review Board-December 3, 
2024 
 
 Tuesday, December 3, 2024 at 2:00 PM City Hall-
Room 24-Kippy Room (Basement Floor) 
389 Congress Street, Portland, ME  
 

  

 

1 

 
 
 
 

 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call  

2. Appeal  

  a. a. Karen Snyder - Appeal Hearing 
Karen Snyder is appealing the decision of the City Clerks Office to allow Robert 
Todd Morse to become a Clean Elections Candidate.  

 

3. Set Next Meeting Date if Needed  

4. Adjournment  
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City of Portland | City Clerk’s Office
Ashley Rand, City Clerk

To: Clean Elections Review Board
From: Ashley Rand, City Clerk
Date:November 18,2024
Re: Karen Snyder Appeal Hearing

On September 24, 2024 Karen Snyder submitted a Clean Elections Inquiry email expressing
concerns regarding District 1 City Council Candidate, Robert Todd Morse. Karen Snyder
questioned how a candidate could become certified as a Clean Election candidate when they
are the registered agent and President of the Urbanist Coalition Portland (UCP), a 501 c (4).

My office reviewed Snyder's complaint and consulted with the Maine Ethics Commission.

After consulting with the Maine Ethics Commission and reviewing Robert’s campaign finance
reports, it was determined that there had been no instances where the Urban Coalition Portland
supported Robert and their City Council campaign financially. The Maine Ethics Commission
said as long as this organization is not directly using funds to support Robert Morse as a
candidate then there is no violation of the Clean Elections Ordinance, and is allowed to be a
Clean Elections Candidate while being the President of the organization.

The Urbanist Coalition of Portland was not an active PAC or BCQ with us for this Election.

On October 4, 2024 our office responded to Snyder’s request letting her know that we have
determined that candidate Robert Todd Morse was in no violation of the Clean Elections
Ordinance.

On October 8, 2024 Snyder responded back to our office stating that they still believe this is a
violation and wanted it to be addressed.

On October 11, 2024 our office responded to Snyder letting them know our office had nothing
further to add to the investigation and could submit a formal appeal request to the Clean
Elections review board.

On October 16, 2024 Snyder requested via email that this appeal be reviewed and addressed
by the Clean Elections Board.

Thank You,
Ashley Rand
City Clerk
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