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4. Other Business
   
     



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE  
Standing Committee on Sustainability and Transportation  

Councilor Spencer Thibodeau (D2), Chair  
Councilor Belinda Ray (D1)  

Councilor Jill Duson (At large) 
 

Draft Minutes June 19, 2019 
 
 
Members Present:​​ Councilor Thibodeau, Councilor Ray, Councilor Duson 
Staff Present​:​ Troy Moon, Ashley Krulik, Mike Murray 
 
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM.  Councilor Duson moves to approve the minutes from 
May 15, 2019. Councilor Ray, seconded.  All those in favor of approving 3-0 with one typo 
revision. 
 
Sustainability Program Updates 
Troy Moon reviewed the items on the Sustainability Program Update memo. 
 
Ocean Ave solar farm testing to be done on wells in August. 
 
Amendments to Chapter 12 of City Code, Garbage, Waste and Junk re: banning plastic 
straws and plastic bags 
Councilor Batson presented memo and proposed amendment. Will not be discussing plastic 
bags based on recent State legislature.  

● Aligns with City goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
● Opportunity to step up as a leader to inspire other municipalities in the state 

 
Mr. Moon presented background materials. 

● Communities across the country have taken up this issue -  
○ Bans in communities in California, Florida, Seattle, and more 
○ Limitations on straws across the country and on cruise lines 

 
Public Comment: 

● Melissa Gates, Northeast Regional Manager Surfrider Foundation - working to stop 
pollution at the source.  

○ Vermont has passed comprehensive single use plastics policy - straws available 
upon request 

○ New Hampshire bill did not pass 
○ Would like Portland to consider a ban on all single use plastic straws, and use 

natural material straws as an alternative 
○ Biodegradable plastic straws are not up to snuff yet 
○ Estimated that every American uses 1.5 straws per day 



○ A regulation at the local level will influence consumers to think about their 
behaviors 

○ A voluntary program is not enough 
● Maggie Wolf, 28 St. Lawrence 

○ Will pass along news to Phoebe who has been involved in this conversation in 
the past 

 
Councilor Ray 

● Is there an organization that would certify a biodegradable straw once they are up to 
snuff? Ms. Gates: Not exactly, requires education and proper disposal. Mr. Moon: Things 
that are allegedly biodegradable will not biodegrade if they do not end up in a 
composting facility. 

○ Sounds like we could not add that biodegradable straws could be added to the 
ordinance if they are ever certified by X. 

● Do we need to add anything to ordinance to allow people to bring their own straws? If 
there a health inspection issue? Mr. Moon - not that we are aware of but will get 
confirmation from health department. Ordinance as written bans plastic straws in 
beaches and parks. 

● How could we enforce not using straws at beaches and parks? Councilor Batson: 
Beaches are a bigger issue because straws end up in the ocean. Mr. Moon: Precedent 
communities are all beach communities and ordinances have been implemented 
because of impact on water. Councilor Batson: do other ordinances specifically ban use 
on beaches?  

● Given that we aren’t banning juice boxes that come with a straw, how do we handle 
those at the beach? Councilor Batson: It would be on the citizen to dispose of that straw 
appropriately.  

● What is the transition period? Mr. Moon - up to the committee to determine.  
● We should ask the schools if they would like an exemption or not.  
● Add in language about providing natural straws in restaurants when requested 

○ Mr. Moon: Amend language to ban plastic straws and offer natural straws upon 
request? You don’t need to make the change, let’s consider that change. 

 
Councilor Thibodeau 

● Question on Vermont law - why did they end up with straws on request vs. ban? - Ms. 
Gates - It was political, Vermont bill did not change much during review process.  

● Will need to vote in July to allow for some wordsmithing 
● Need to discuss exemptions for beverage providers around pre-packaged drinks that 

come with straws and packages of straws sold by beverage providers. 
● Need to request straws at restaurant, but still available to buy at a grocery store. Mr. 

Batson: Yes. 
● Should we discuss additional single use items or stay narrowly focused? Decision to stay 

narrowly focused.  
 



Councilor Duson 
● Can we establish a plan to analyze the effectiveness of the ordinance? Mr. Moon - yes. 

Many similar ordinances have a reporting mechanism and we can reference those.  
● Good straightforward, compact proposal that we can make minor revisions to 
● Do I need to toss my plastic reusable straws when this ordinance goes into effect? Need 

to discuss.  
● Need to consider point of sale signage 
● Offer a straw disposal day?  

 
Councilor Thibodeau: next steps will be to schedule July workshop and a vote. Send 
communication to schools, Chamber of Commerce and Portland Downtown. 
 
Councilor Batson: Like suggestions of contacting schools and organized events to get rid of 
straws - could donate them to dental and medical organizations that need the straws.  
 
 
Amendments to Chapter 30 of City Code, Vehicles for Hire, re: Golf Carts 
Mike Murray presented memo.  
 
Steve Anderson, Chair of Transportation Committee of Peaks Island Council, presented. 

● Thank you for listening as golf carts impact our quality of life 
● Community met to develop 11 actionable recommendations related to rental golf carts 
● Most carts are older gas powered carts and not efficient or environmentally friendly 
● Asking City to move forward 11 recommendations and 5 clarifying enhancements 

 
Public Comment: 

● Steve Clayman, 960 Seashore Ave -  have lived on Peaks for 11 years. On a summer 
day, golf carts are frequent and noisy. Ask committee to take into consideration the 
quality of life on the island. Great opportunity to find a solution that addresses carbon 
footprint, noise and pollution. Golf carts degrade Peaks experience for all.  

● Joann Mac Issac - 499 Island Ave - have lived on Peaks for 60 years. Always welcomed 
daytrippers. Rental golf carts have become very problematic. Welcome economic 
growth. Would like to step back and think about how it affects the quality of Peaks. 
Safety and environmental hazard. Tourism will continue to grow, but feels that the max 
number of golf carts has been reached and would like to cap number.  

● Ron Delucia - Peaks Island - approximately 50 rental golf carts. Observed 68 golf carts 
pass by in 20 minutes. Golf carts are big polluters. The fabric of the island is being 
destroyed. The pollution, smell and fumes from golf carts drive people into their homes. 
Rental golf carts not provide a service for anyone on the island. Would like Council to 
consider reducing the number of rental golf carts, switching to electric and limiting rental 
time. 

● Ann Carlson - has lived on Peaks Island for over 15 years and have never seen such a 
mess as there is now from the golf carts driving around. There is a golf cart inundation. 



Would prefer to not have any rental golf carts.  Heartbroken about what is happening on 
the island. Would like to see a minimal amount of golf carts operated by owners of 
property on Peaks Island.  

● Deborah Montgomery - summer resident of Peaks Island - in addition to fossil fuels and 
noise, there are safety issues. Amazed that no one has gotten seriously injured. Not nice 
Peaks, it’s crazy Peaks. 

● Fred Summers - Peaks Island - asked a few weeks ago where they could rent the “go 
carts” which highlights how they are viewed. Golf cart companies are run with minimal 
regulation and residents are bearing the burden. Would like to achieve some balance. 

● Judy Walsh - Peaks Island - have discussed nuisance, pollution, and safety. There is no 
way to identify golf cart users to report. Cannot see number of the cart or the rental 
agency from a distance. There needs to be a better way to label the carts in order to file 
complaints and leverage some control. 

 
Councilor Ray 

● Where are we with electric scooters, segways, etc? Councilor Thibodeau: prohibited in 
City. Have talked with electric scooter provider but nothing has been brought forward.  

○ Need to be proactive on that front to avoid future issue of electric conveyances 
as being viewed as “go carts” 

● How are we going to accomplish the City inspecting all golf carts? Mr. Murray: the 
inspection would be for compliance and would be done through business licencing office 
or island Officers could do that inspection. Would be yearly. 

● Increase size of golf cart identification labels. Mr. Murray: proposed size came from taxi 
regulation.  

○ Propose amendment to increase size to 5 inches. 
○ Councilor Thibodeau: suggest size of identification part of rules and regulations 

that are enforced.  
○ Send forward with expectation of providing amendment for size at Council. 
○ Councilor Duson: agree that 1.5 inches is too small. Need to consider 

regulations. 
● What is the difference between registration and license? Mr. Murray: The licensing of the 

cart is basically the licensing of the business. If there are multiple vehicles put out by one 
owner, owner pays for each vehicle. No value on licenses. City Manager can cap 
number of carts and number of operators. Can cap number of carts per island.  

● Thank you to the Peaks Island Council for doing a tremendous job on this issue. Lots of 
public outreach and sessions to create comprehensive proposal. 

 
Councilor Duson 

● Would not be favorable toward adding language that requires City Manager involvement 
given that Peaks Island Council works directly with Portland City Council.  Should not 
delegate a non-elected official to have authority on these issues. Encourage informal 
consultation and communication between Peaks Island Council and City staff. Based on 
this, encourage committee to not add language in red to Article B1 and Article B2. 



● Recommendations from Peak Island Council approved during Peaks Island Council 
meeting? Mr. Anderson: Suggested changes dated June 18, 2019 were put together by 
Peaks Island Council Transportation Committee and have not gone to the full Peaks 
Island Council to vote. Mr. Murray: Memo from December has been voted on by the 
Peaks Island Council.  

● Article D2 - staff proposal is adequate, not necessary for City to set up extra licensing 
authority 

● Article E3 - need to determine what size of the letters is visible 
 
Councilor Thibodeu 

● Article A-1: wording is somewhat confusing - flag for corporation counsel to review 
● Article B-2: agree with Councilor Duson 
● Business license - do not want to create a valuable license - require registration and City 

review 
● Size of the letters - 1.5 inches too small 
● Email from Mike’s Carts - operates 29 carts, 6 are electric. Change a third of carts to 

electric each year. Expect to be fully electric by 2024 season.  
 
Councilor Ray moves to make a motion to forward along to City Council.  

● Amendments:  
○ Determine appropriate size of letters/numbers 
○ Have corporation counsel review wording of public property piece of Article A-1 

Councilor Thibodeau: need to make sure that everyone is on the same page regarding the 
effective date.  
Councilor Duson: need to alert cart operators of effective date.  
Councilor Duson seconded. Approved 3-0.  
 
Keep current July meeting date as is. 
 
Motion was made by Councilor Ray to adjourn the meeting at 7:09 pm. Motion was seconded by 
Councilor Duson. All in favor. 3-0. 
 



Sustainability Updates  
July 2019  

 
Climate Action Planning  
City staff, One Climate Future street team members, and citizen volunteers have been 
conducting extensive outreach to Portland and South Portland community members to educate 
residents on the OCF initiative and collect responses to survey #1. Events include: 

● Troy presented to City Republican Committee 
● Ashley attended Portland Climate Action Team’s ​One Climate Future​ talk and screening 

of ​Pittsburgh to Paris ​at the Reiche Community Center 
● Revision Energy hosted ​One Climate Future ​event - South Portland colleagues attended 
● Street team attended and tabled at StartUp Maine Conference, ​Munjoy Neighborhood 

Association meeting and the Bug Light movie event 
● One Climate Future​ volunteers have hosted events at 100 State Street, Harborview 

Terraces, the West End Neighborhood Association meeting, St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Cathedral, First Parish Church, and more 

 
We’ve received 441 responses to the first survey and will be wrapping that up in the next week. 
Survey #2, which is focused on better understanding the barriers to take action, is scheduled to 
launch at the end of July. 
 
Mitigation workshop was held June 19th with Climate Planning Process Committee and select 
City staff and community members. Consultants presented initial greenhouse gas assessment 
findings and areas of greatest potential for mitigation to reach our climate action goals. 
 
 
Energy Benchmarking 
Working with the EPA, DEP, and Cambridge, MA to determine best practices for reporting link to 
be provided to single-occupant building owners to report energy usage. 
 
 
Solar 
Summer intern Luegi Phaphety and Kathy Alves are working to complete a solar site 
assessment for all municipal buildings to determine solar viability for all City owned buildings. 
 
 
Pesticide Ordinance  
Continuing to respond to resident complaints about applications of pesticides in their 
neighborhoods and sent reminder letters to several property owners. Providing guidance to 
applicators on appropriate treatments for specific issues. 
 
Working with Cumberland County Soil and Water Conservation District to hold a YardScaping 
Workshop in Portland in late August/early September. 



 
 
Outreach Events  
See​ Climate Action Planning​ update for ​One Climate Future ​outreach events. 
 
We continue regular social media posts. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram at 
@sustainableportlandme We invite people to participate in One Climate Future by visiting the 
webpage at ​www.oneclimatefuture.org 
 
 
 

http://www.oneclimatefuture.org/
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CITY OF PORTLAND 

Economic Development Gregory A. 

Mitchell, Director 

 

 

Memorandum 
 
To:   Chair Thibodeau and members of the Sustainability and Transportation Committee 
 
From: Bill Needelman, Waterfront Coordinator      
 
Date: July 11, 2017 
 
Re: Communication on proposed changes to federal navigation channel by Maine Yacht 

Center in the area of Back Cove  

  

Introduction 

 

Maine Yacht Center, a marina and boat yard located in Portland’s East Deering neighborhood, 

has made requests to the Portland Harbor Commission to support changes to the federal 

navigation channel in the area of the outlet of Back Cove.  If approved, the changes would allow 

for expanded mooring opportunities and potential expansion of the marina in the future. 

 

The Portland Harbor Commission staff has reached out to City of Portland staff from Economic 

Development and Parks, Recreation, and Facilities to seek opinions on the proposal.   

 

Staff suggested that the Committee receive a briefing on the proposal and the opportunity to ask 

questions.  

 

Background 

 

Federal navigation channels are regulated portions of the harbor maintained to support marine 

transportation.  Fixed infrastructure, moorings, and other impediments to navigation must be 

located outside of designated channels.  Channels have both a mapped geographic extent and a 

designated depth. 

 

Given changes in transportation priorities and changes to uses on the water, channel locations 

change over time, but infrequently.  Channels are created by an act of Congress and altering a 

federal channel requires a legislative act in Washington. 
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Maine Yacht Center, recognizing the abandonment of shipping activity into Back Cove, has 

requested that the Portland Harbor Commission sponsor legislation to alter the channel to allow 

expanded moorings and potential increased marina footprint. 

 

The Commission has held several workshops on the concept and will hold their public hearing 

on the issue after the writing of this memo.  The results of the public hearing will be presented to 

the Committee on July 17. 

 

Staff Feedback to the Harbor Commission 

 

The Portland Harbor Master has briefed City staff on the broad strokes of the proposal and 

sought feedback.  Given the lack of details, City staff was not able to provide comment on the 

locational specifics.  However, promoting boating and marina development is consistent with 

City programs and policies and Maine Yacht Center has developed into a premier facility in 

Portland Harbor.  As a location for berthing, boat service and repair, ocean sailing, and general 

marine activity, Maine Yacht Center is a Portland success story.  Economic Development staff 

supports their expansion under reasonable conditions.    Staff from multiple departments related 

to the Harbor Master general support for the proposal with the following caveats: 

 Traditional use of the water should not be blocked or significantly limited.  Commercial 

and recreational fishing and boating access to Back Cove should be maintained. 

 Access to expanded mooring opportunities should be open to all.  While it is anticipated 

that Maine Yacht Center will expand commercial (transient or seasonal) moorings 

between the trestle bridge and Back Cove, the public and fishing community who has 

interest in moorage in this area should have access through the established mooring 

system managed by the Harbor Master. 

 Future opportunities to develop public infrastructure should not be unreasonably 

constrained.  No such infrastructure is planned, but given the proximity to the trail 

system, public access to the water in this area may be an opportunity in the future. 

 

Role of the Sustainability and Transportation Committee 

 

No action by the Committee is requested.  The Committee is asked to hear the proposal, ask 

relevant questions, and to provide feedback to the Commission as warranted. 

 

Additional Material 

 

 Details on the proposal and results of the Portland Harbor Commission Public Hearing 

will be presented at the July 17  meeting 































Single Use Plastic Straws



U.S. City 
Examples

Seattle, WA

● Banned all plastic straws and eating utensils
● Flexible plastic straws are provided to those who 

require them

Monmouth Beach, NJ

● The intent of this Ordinance is to
○ Regulate and limiting the use of single-use plastic bags, 

polystyrene foam containers and plastic straws by businesses
○ Incentivize the use of reusable bags at businesses



National/
International 

Examples

EU

● Ban single-use plastic products by 2030
● Manufacturers will contribute to cost of plastic 

waste management and cleanup

India

● Ban all single-use plastics by 2022
● Exemption for packaging and trash can liners



Business Policy 
Examples

Ikea
● Ban plastic bags and plastic straws storewide by 

2020
● Will design products and packaging to be repaired, 

reused, recycled, resold, and repurposed

Starbucks
● Ban single-use 

plastic straws from 
all cafes by 2020

● Will offer strawless 
lids and eco-friendly 
straw alternatives

● Will develop 
recyclable and 
compostable cups



Concerns with 
the Ban

● For people with disabilities, flexible plastic straws 
are perfect for drinking
○ Access to a straw can be seen as a life or death 

situation
● Reusable alternatives aren’t easy to clean
● Alternatives can be

○ Dangerous to health
○ Not user friendly
○ Costly



Alternatives to Plastic Straws

● Metal - not high-temp safe

● Bamboo - not positionable

● Glass - injury risk for those with no jaw control

● Silicon - costly

● Paper - choking hazard

● Pasta - choking hazard and injury risk





City of Portland Garbage, Wastes and Junk
Code of Ordinances Chapter 12
Sec. 12-230 Rev. 4-15-2015

Chapter 12
12-1

ARTICLE IX. WASTE REDUCTION

Sec. 12-230.  Findings; purposes.

The city council hereby finds as follows:

(a) The City Council has a duty to protect the natural 
environment and the health of its citizens and 
visitors; and

(b) The use of single-use carryout bags has severe 
environmental impacts on a local and global scale, 
including greenhouse gas emissions, litter, harm to 
wildlife, atmospheric acidification, water consumption 
and solid waste generation; and

(c) Despite recycling and voluntary solutions to control 
pollution from single-use carryout bags, very few 
single-use carryout bags are recycled; and 

(d) Numerous studies have documented the prevalence of 
single-use carryout bags littering the environment, 
blocking storm drains, and endangering wildlife; and 

(e) The City of Portland’s taxpayers must bear costs 
associated with the effects of single-use carryout 
bags on the solid waste stream, drainage, litter, and 
wildlife; and

(a) The City, through its policies, programs, and laws, 
supports efforts to reduce the amount of waste that 
must be disposed of by supporting the waste management 
hierarchy  (reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, waste-to-
energy landfill)and supports efforts to achieve State 
recycle goals; and

(g) From an environmental and economic perspective, the 
best alternative to single-use carryout bags is to 
shift to reusable bags for shopping; and 

(h) Whereas the City Council of the City of Portland aims 
to conserve resources, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, waste, and litter and to protect the public 
health and welfare, including wildlife, all of which 
increase the quality of life for the City’s residents 
and visitors; and



City of Portland Garbage, Wastes and Junk
Code of Ordinances Chapter 12
Sec. 12-230 Rev. 4-15-2015

Chapter 12
12-2

(i) Evidence indicates that the vast majority of single-use 
carryout bags are used for the bagging and carryout of products 
purchased from Stores, as those business are defined in this 
Ordinance; and 

(ij) Studies document and participating municipalities 
report that prohibiting curtailing the free 
distribution of single-use carryout bags will 
dramatically reduces the use of those types of bags; 
and 

(jk) The City Council of the City of Portland believes that 
residents and visitors should use reusable bags and 
that prohibiting curtailing the free distribution of 
single-use carryout bags by stores is appropriate and 
will incentivize the use of reusable bags; and

(l) It is in the best interests of the health, safety and 
welfare of citizens and visitors of Portland to reduce 
the cost to the City of solid waste disposal, and to 
protect our environment and our natural resources by 
reducing the distribution of single-use carryout bags 
and incentivizing the use of reusable bags at Stores, 
as defined in this Ordinancewithin the City.

(Ord. No. 260-13/14, Passage 6-16-2014, Effective 4-15-2015)

12-231. Definitions.

As used in this Ordinance the following terms have the 
following meanings:

Single-use carryout Bag.  Single-use Carryout Bag means a 
bag other than a Reusable bag provided at the check stand, cash 
register, point of sale or other point of departure for the 
purpose of transporting food or merchandise out of the 
establishment.  The term Single-Use Carryout Bag includes 
compostable and biodegradable bags but does not include reusable 
bags, produce bags, product bags or bags provided by pharmacists 
to contain prescription drugsRecyclable Paper Bag.  Recyclable 
paper bag means a paper bag that is accepted for recycling by 
the City of Portland’s curbside recycling program.  

Produce bag or Product bag.  The terms produce bag or 
product bag mean any bag without handles used exclusively to 
carry produce, meats, other food items or merchandise to the 
point of sale inside a store Retail Establishment or to prevent 



City of Portland Garbage, Wastes and Junk
Code of Ordinances Chapter 12
Sec. 12-231 Rev. 4-15-2015

Chapter 12
12-3

such items from coming into direct contact with other purchased 
items.

Reusable Bag means a bag that is:

(a) Designed and manufactured to withstand repeated uses 
over a period of time;

(b) Is machine washable or, made from a material that can 
be cleaned and disinfected regularly;

(c) That is at least 2.25 mil thick if made from plastic;

(d) Has a minimum lifetime of 75 uses; and

(e) Has the capability of carrying a minimum of 18 pounds.

StoreRetail Establishment. The term Store Retail 
Establishment as used in this ordinance shall mean any 
commercial enterprise engaged in the sale of food or merchandise 
including but not limited to grocery and convenience stores, 
markets, pharmacies, restaurants, take-out food purveyors, 
seasonal and temporary businesses and other merchandise 
retailers.  Nonprofit and religious organizations are not 
considered Retail Establishments.means any of the following 
retail establishments located within the City of Portland:

(a) a full-line, self-service market located in a 
permanent building, operating year-round, and which sells at 
retail a line of staple foodstuffs, meats, produce, household 
supplies, dairy products or other perishable items.  

(b) a drug store, pharmacy, supermarket, grocery store, 
convenience food store, food mart, or other entity engaged in 
the retail sale of a limited line of goods that includes milk, 
bread, soda, and snack foods.

 Store does not mean:

Businesses at which foodstuffs are an incidental part of the 
business.  Food sales will be considered to be “incidental” if 
such sales comprise no more than 2 percent of the business’ gross 
sales in the City as measured by the dollar value of food sales as 
a percentage of the dollar value of total sales at any single 
location.

Comment [JT1]:  This definition comes 
from York’s plastic bag ordinance and, I 
think, is more concise and clear for these 
purposes than the definition we have in 
our land use code so I’ve suggested using 
it.



City of Portland Garbage, Wastes and Junk
Code of Ordinances Chapter 12
Sec. 12-231 Rev. 4-15-2015

Chapter 12
12-4

Single-use Plastic Carryout Bag.  Single-use plastic carryout bag 
means any bag with an integral handle that is less than 2.25 mils 
thick and is made of nonrenewable resources.

(Ord. No. 260-13/14, Passage 6-16-2014, Effective 4-15-2015)

12-232. Single-Use Carryout Bags

(a) No Retail Establishment shall provide a Single-Use 
Plastic Carry Out bag to a customer, with or without 
charge, in the City of Portland except as provided in 
Section 12-233, below.

(b) No Store Retail Establishment shall provide a Single-Use Carryout 
BagRecyclable Paper bag to a Customer at the check stand, cash register, point of 
sale or other point of departure for the purpose of transporting food or 
merchandise out of the establishment except as provided in this Section.

(cb) A Store Retail Establishment may make available for 
sale to a Customer a Recyclable Paper bag Single-Use 
Carryout Bag for a minimum charge of five cents 
($0.05).

(cd) All monies collected by a Store Retail Establishment 
for Recyclable Paper bagSingle-Use Carryout Bags under 
this Chapter may be used by the Store Retail 
Establishment for any lawful purpose.

(ed)  All Stores Retail Establishments must post signage 
clearly indicating the per bag charge for Recyclable 
Paper bagSingle-Use Carryout Bags.

(fe) Notwithstanding this Section, no Store Retail 
Establishment may make available for sale a Recyclable 
Paper bag Single-Use Carryout Bag unless the amount of 
the sale of the Recyclable Paper bag Single-Use 
Carryout is separately itemized on the sale receipt.

(gf) No Store Retail Establishment shall rebate or 
otherwise reimburse a customer any portion of the 
minimum charge required in Subsection (bc).

(Ord. No. 260-13/14, Passage 6-16-2014, Effective 4-15-2015)

12-233. Exemptions.

A Store Retail Establishment shall be exempt from the 
provisions of this Article, in a situation deemed by the City 
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Chapter 12
12-5

Manager to be an emergency for the immediate preservation of the 
public health or safety.
(Ord. No. 260-13/14, Passage 6-16-2014, Effective 4-15-2015)

12-234. Record Keeping and Inspection.

Every Store Retail Establishment shall keep complete and 
accurate records or documents of the purchase and sale of any 
Recyclable Paper bagSingle-Use Carryout Bag, for a minimum 
period of three (3) years from the date of purchase and sale, 
which record shall be available for inspection at no cost to the 
City during regular business hours by any City employee 
authorized to enforce this Article.  Unless an alternative 
location or method of review is mutually agreed upon, the 
records or documents shall be available at the Store’s Retail 
Establishment’s address.  The provision of false information 
including incomplete records or documents to the City shall be a 
violation of this Article.

(Ord. No. 260-13/14, Passage 6-16-2014, Effective 4-15-2015)

12-235. Violations and enforcement.

The City Manager or his/her designee(s) shall have the primary 
responsibility for enforcement of this Article.  If the City 
Manager or his/her designee(s) determines that a violation of this 
Article has occurred, he/she shall issue a written warning notice 
to the Store Retail Establishment that a violation has occurred.  
Subsequent violations of the Article shall be subject to the 
penalties set forth below.

Violations of this Article shall be punishable by fines as 
follows:

(a) A fine not exceeding $250 for the first violation in a 
one-year period;

(c) (b) A fine not exceeding $500 for the second and each subsequent violation in 
a one-year period.

(Ord. No. 260-13/14, Passage 6-16-2014, Effective 4-15-2015)

12-236. Effective Date

The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective on 
April 15, 2015.
(Ord. No. 260-13/14, Passage 6-16-2014, Effective 4-15-2015)



City of Portland Garbage, Wastes and Junk
Code of Ordinances Chapter 12
Sec. 12-235 Rev. 4-15-2015

Chapter 12
12-6

12-237.  Severability.

If any part or provision of this Article or the application 
thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the 
remainder of the Article, including the application of such part 
or provision to other persons or circumstances, shall not be 
affected thereby and shall continue in full force and effect.  To 
this end, provisions of this Article are severable.
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