
City of Portland 
Remote Temporary Art Review Panel 
Temporary Art Review Panel 
"Painting Outside the Box" 
 Monday, July 7, 2025 at 10:00 AM via Zoom 
at:  https://portlandmaine-gov.zoom.us/j/89157832987 
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1. Presentation by Applicant  

  a. Painting Outside the Box - Cary Tyson and Betsy Boyd 
 

2. Review of Application  

3. Public Comment  

4. Discussion/Approval  
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Application for Temporary Public Art   
City of Portland ~ Planning & Urban Development Department, Public Art 

Committee  (Allow up to 3 months prior to installation date)   
Today’s Date: 5/20/2025  Name(s): Cary Tyson (Alternate Designee): Betsy Boyd 

Artist Name: To be determined (Alternate Designee Cell): 2074325811 

Company: Portland Downtown 

Address: PO Box 8593 

City: Portland  State: ME  Zip: 04104 

Telephone: 207.772.6828  Work: 207.772.6828  Fax: N/A  Cell: 501.425.1432 

Email Address: cary@portlandmaine.com, betsy@portlandmaine.com 

 
 

Title   

Painting Outside the Box (utility box murals by various artists)  

 
 

Summary  

Locations:   
City-owned utility boxes at various locations within Downtown Portland:   

• 1 Civic Center 
• 5 Monument Square (outside library) 
• Monument Square   
•Union & Fore St (outside of Hyatt) 
• 315 Cumberland  
  

   
Materials: Cleaning and sanding materials as needed to prep box, primer paint, Exterior grade Paint, clear coat as 
needed 

 
 

Technical Requirements and Description  

Portland Downtown is proposing to invite Maine artists to paint murals onto existing public utility 
boxes.  See attached “2025 CALL TO ARTISTS”   
*this is a continuation of the 2018 & 2023 programs but from a different funding source* 

 
 

Maintenance and Safety  
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Individual artists will maintain the murals they paint if needed. PDD will coordinate the cleaning and paint touch 
ups as needed.  

 
 

Proposed Schedule 

Installation Date(s): Jul 25 - Aug 25    Display Dates: Ongoing     Removal Date: Murals typically 

last 3-5 years depending on individual conditions.  

 
 

Required Supporting Materials  
� Resume  
� Structural Sketches of the proposed work   
� Detailed photo, map, or maquette of proposed piece on site  
� Up to 10 images of relevant work with slide sheet  
� Optional statement of intention (limited to one page)  
� Signage Listings  

(Please read all attachments included with this application.)   

   
FOR CITY USE ONLY   

   
Date Received: ____________________ Photo Sketch Attached: ____ Resume Attached: ___ Certificate of Insurance: ____ DIG 

SAFE (1-888-344-7233): ________ Security Deposit: _$500___   

Signed Agreement_________  

Reviewed By:  
Date: ____ Approved: __ 
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Painting Outside the Box
Utility Box Painting Project

2025
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Project Summary

● PDD Project manager: Betsy Boyd, Outreach & Engagement Manager
● 5 Utility Boxes in the Downtown District

○ Approved by Public Works, Traffic Operations & Public Defender
○ Repeat graffiti locations
○ Project/Selection Committee
○ Target completion: Aug 31

● Call for Artists
○ Open submission process
○ Designs selected 
○ Public Art guidelines

● Artist notification
● Painting of boxes
● Promotions

○ PR and Social Website Link to Open Call for Artists:
https://portlandmaine.com/programs/painting-outside-the-box/

*Note: This will be updated to 2025 dates prior to public announcementPage 5
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Benefits

● Discourage graffiti 
● Promote and support local artists
● Beautify spaces
● Reinforce Art as a downtown Portland unique identifier
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2025 Proposed Sites

• 1 City Center
• 5 Monument Square (outside library)
• Monument Square  
• Union & Fore St (outside of Hyatt)
• 315 Cumberland 
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2018, 2023 & 2025 Call for Artists

Website Link to Open Call 
for Artists. Same scope as 
2023.

https://portlandmaine.com/p
rograms/painting-outside-th
e-box/

*Note: This will be updated to 2025 
dates prior to public announcement

2025 Call to Artists
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2023 Examples
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Other Examples
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Location Pictures & Map
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1 City Center
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5 Monument Square
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Monument Square
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Fore & Union
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315 Cumberland
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