PORTLAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Board Meeting

DATE: Thursday, December 18, 2025
TIME: 4:00 PM
LOCATION: This meeting will take place remotely via Zoom.

Please click below to join the webinar:
https://portlandmaine-
20v.zoom.us/1/85229414013?pwd=N2tESUIMMmUzZ000T1F4cVErZTRnQT09

Phone one-tap:
+13126266799,,85229414013# US (Chicago)
+16469313860,,85229414013# US

Webinar ID: 852 2941 4013
International numbers available: https://portlandmaine-gov.zoom.us/u/kilXpoqUO0

AGENDA

President's comments

Review and accept Minutes of November 19, 2025 Meeting.

a. See attached Meeting Minutes from November 19, 2025.

Review and vote on Brownfields Grant Request for $285,750 for Youth and
Family Outreach, 331 Cumberland Avenue.

a. See attached memorandum and backup materials.

Update from Loan Criteria Evaluation Subcommittee.

a. See attached memorandum and backup materials.
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Review and vote on Storefront Interest-free Loan Request for $20,000 from

> Bad Neighbors, 511 Congress Street.

a. Note: Pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405(6)(F) and 5 M.R.S.A. 13119—A, the Board
may go into executive session to review proprietary confidential information
associated with this loan application.

6 Review and vote on new loan request for $35,000 from Nash & Co., 417
' Congress Street.

a. Note: Pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405(6)(F) and 5 M.R.S.A. 13119—A, the Board
may go into executive session to review proprietary confidential information
associated with this loan application.

7. Treasurer's Report - November 2025

a. Monthly Administrative Budget Report

b. Cash Management Report

c. Schedule of Loans Receivable

d. Confidential - Loan Delinquency Report
Note: Pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405(6)(F) and 5 M.R.S.A. 13119—A, the Board
may go into executive session to discuss/monitor any of the loans listed on the
Report.

8. Staff verbal update
9. Other Items to be discussed/brought up by Board Directors

10. Next Regular Meeting Date: January 15, 2025

City of Portland Commissions are not required to take public comment under FOAA and our Ordinance is
silent regarding the duties of the Commission. The Commission has the discretion to not allow or allow
public comment during its meetings, including the authority to limit the duration of comments. Since the
Commission makes recommendations to the City Council, public comment is available at that level.
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DRAFT

Minutes

Portland Development Corporation Special Meeting

Remote Zoom Meeting
Held on November 19, 2025

A remote special meeting, via Zoom, of the Portland Development Corporation (PDC)
Board of Directors was held at 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 19, 2025. Present from the
Board of Directors were Board President Kierston Van Soest and Directors Jon Berg, Eamonn
Dundon, Councilor Ben Grant, Assistant City Manager Dena Libner, Beverly Werber, and Nikki
Yanok. Board Directors Matthew Buonopane, Sam Dargan, Nathan Henry, and Scott Kleiman
could not be present. Present from City staff were Associate Corporation Counsel Avery Novak,
Program Coordinator Kaela Gonzalez, Business Programs Manager Nancy Martin, Principal
Administrative Officer Lori Paulette, and Housing and Economic Development Director Greg
Watson.

Item #1: President’s comments.

Ms. Werber opened the meeting at approximately 12:06 p.m. Board President Van Soest
joined shortly after.

Item #2: Review and accept Meeting Minutes.

On a motion made by Mr. Dundon and seconded by Ms. Van Soest, the Board voted
4-3-0 (Ms. Werber, Mr. Berg, and Ms. Yanok abstained) to approve the meeting minutes for
September 18, 2025.

On a motion made by Ms. Werber and seconded by Mr. Berg, the Board voted 6-1-0 (Ms.
Yanok abstained) to approve the meeting minutes of October 16, 2025.

Item #3: Review and vote on Brownfields Subgrant Request of $400.000 from Roux

Institute, 1 Beanpot Circle.
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Ms. Martin introduced the subgrant request for $400,000 from Northeastern University’s
Roux Institute, noting that the $400,000 is a small portion of the estimated $13 million in eligible
cleanup activities. Also emphasized was the project’s significant public benefits which include
jobs, education, childcare, and infrastructure. Maureen Hickey, from Northeastern University,
presented the project detailing the 13-acre site, the Alfond Center, the future Lunder Innovation
Lab, and the parking garage. The grant funds are needed to transport and dispose of
contaminated soil found during construction that was unanticipated. The site’s grade is being
raised over 11 feet, and the project has been designed with resilience in mind.

On a motion made by Mr. Berg and seconded by Ms. Werber, the Board voted 7-0 to
approve the $400,000 Brownfields subgrant to Roux Institute.

Item#4: Review and vote on loan request for $85.000 from Bachelder Holdings,

LLC. 9 Bolton Street

Ms. Martin provided an overview of the loan request from Bachelder Holdings, LLC for
$85,000 to provide gap financing for Emily Bachelder, a long-time employee, to purchase the
business and building of Tony’s Donuts. The gap was created when the business appraisal came
in lower than the owner’s asking price. Emily Bachelder spoke about her deep personal and
family connection to the 65-year-old business, her financial investment, and growth plans. Ms.
Bachelder confirmed that the equipment is sound and will not require large near-term
investments.

On a motion made by Mr. Berg and seconded by Ms. Werber, the Board voted 6-0 to
enter into executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405(6)(F) and 5 M.R.S.A. 13119-A, to
review proprietary confidential information associated with this loan application at

approximately 12:37 p.m. (Mr. Dundon left the meeting at approximately 12:30 p.m.).
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The Board returned to public session at approximately 1:07 p.m.

On a motion by Ms. Werber and seconded by Mr. Berg, the Board voted 6-0 to approve
the loan of $85,000 to Bachelder Holdings, LLC for a 10-year term at a 7.75% interest rate
pending receipt and review of the updated loan documentation and commitment letter from
Evergreen.

Item #4: Treasurer’s Report- October 2025.

Ms. Paulette gave a brief overview of the Treasurer’s Report that was included in the
meeting materials.

Item #6: Staff verbal update.

Mr. Watson provided an update on the zero-interest loan program, noting that there is
continued interest. One of those businesses did not continue pursuing the loan since it did not
own the building. Feedback has also been received, suggesting the loan program be more flexible
and allow for reimbursement of operating costs and staffing expenses instead of being limited to
infrastructure and visible street-facing improvements.

Ms. Martin also provided a brief overview of the loan criteria subcommittee, which will
meet in early December. The previously awarded $200,000 in CDBG funds for Job Creation
Grants is expected to be advertised early next year, following shifting federal guidance. And
lastly, early this month Ms. Martin submitted an application for additional CDBG funding for
another round of Microenterprise Grants.

Item #7: Other Items to be discussed/brought up by Board Directors.

No further items were discussed.

Item #8: Next regular meeting date: December 18, 2025 (Business Award Event on

November 20, 2025).
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There being no further business, on a motion made by Mr. Berg and seconded by Ms.
Werber, the Board voted 6-0 to adjourn at approximately 1:17 p.m.

Respectfully, Kaela Gonzalez
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City of Portland | Housing and Economic Development Department
Gregory P. Watson, Director City o

portland

MEMORANDUM
TO: President Kierston Van Soest and PDC Board Members
FROM Nancy L. Martin, Business Programs Manager
CC: Greg Watson, Director, Housing and Economic Development Department
DATE: December 18, 2025
RE: Brownfields Subgrant Request of $285,750 from Youth and Family Outreach

PROJECT OVERVIEW:

The Portland Development Corporation is being presented with a $285,750 Brownfields subgrant
request from Youth and Family Outreach (YFO) to support environmental remediation as part of
the redevelopment of their property at 331-337 Cumberland Avenue. The project will demolish
the two existing structures to create one new structure that will provide affordable housing as
well as expanded childcare services.

BUDGET AND BACKGROUND:

Youth and Family Outreach is planning for new construction of sixty units of family housing in
one new construction building located on approximately 20,000 SF at 331-337 Cumberland
Avenue in Portland. At least 60% of the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) Units will be
rented to households earning 50% Area Median Income (AMI) or less, and the remaining LIHTC
Units will be rented to households earning 60% AMI or less. Ten units will be pledged for use by
populations with special needs and will have project based vouchers. Thirteen units will be
handicap accessible (seven are required and YFO is pledging an additional six units).

This development will include a unique co-location of an established childcare facility with
mixed-income family housing. As an existing childcare facility, YFO currently has over 300
children on its waiting list; 95% of their families live in Portland and, at any given time, roughly
18% are unhoused. The expansion of the childcare facility would allow YFO to serve 50
additional children. The project has received all local approvals from the Portland Planning
Board.

The $285,750 in requested City subgrant funding will be allocated to a single task in the project,
specifically to fund temporary shoring and a retaining wall. EPA has confirmed eligibility for
this task. Consulting underwriter David McLaughlin assessed YFO’s financial capacity on behalf
of GPCOG for a Brownfields loan and subgrant for the same project, which was approved in
June 2025.

389 Congress Street, Portland, ME 04101 — www.portlandmaine.gov — (207) 874-8683
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TIMELINE:

Abatement of hazardous materials in the existing buildings will occur first, followed by
demolition of the existing buildings, and removal of contaminated soils to a licensed facility.

Estimated Schedule of Environmental Cleanup:
Beginning in December 2025: abatement of hazardous materials in existing buildings,
demolition, and removal of contaminated soils to licensed facility

Estimated Schedule of New Construction:
April/May 2026: construction start
November 2027: construction completion

RECOMMENDATION:

PDC staff (Nancy Martin) and underwriter (David McLaughlin) propose approving a
Brownfields subgrant of $285,750 to Youth and Family Outreach.

ATTACHMENTS:

e Underwriting assessment by David McLaughlin
e Budget provided by YFO

389 Congress Street, Portland, ME 04101 — www.portlandmaine.gov — (207) 874-8683
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DAVID MCLAUGHLIN, UNDERWRITER
June 19, 2025 for GPCOG, edited December 11 2025 for City of Portland
APPLICANT/BORROWER: Youth and Family Outreach
ADDRESS: 331 Cumberland Avenue, Portland, Maine
BROWNFIELDS SUBGRANT REQUEST: $285,750

PURPOSE: Funding the remediation costs of contamination at 331-337 Cumberland Avenue, Portland.
The estimated cost of cleanup is slightly over $S1 million. The remaining funds will be provided by
GPCOG, DECD and YFO. This is part of a $27 million construction project to double the capacity of the
current childcare services to 110 and create 60 units of affordable housing for families. Completion of
the expansion is anticipated in November 2027. The project has received Planning Board approval.

OVERVIEW: YFO, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization which has been in operation since 1850, is
accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children, a level 4 on Maine’s Quality
Rating System and state licensed whose primary mission is early child care and education. They operate
the current childcare center that is to be expanded. They have owned the real estate at 331 Cumberland
Avenue, Portland since 1850.

YFO purchased the real estate at 337 Cumberland for $896M in 2018. The current project and request is
to double the size of the current childcare facility and add 60 units of family housing. There will be four
efficiency units that are approximately 378 SF, twenty four one-bedroom units that range from 534 to
700 SF, twenty-two two-bedroom that range from 670 to 931 SF and ten three-bedroom units that
range from 893 to 980 SF. Forty eight units will be rented to households earning 60% of AMI or less and
twelve units will be rented to households earning 100% of AMI or less. At less 60% of the LIHTC will be
rented to households earning 50% AMI or less. MaineHousing will be providing ten project based
Vouchers (20% of LIHTC units) for ten units that will be pledged for use by special needs. There will be a
community room, fitness room, office, indoor bike storage, trash room, laundry room and broadband
infrastructure. The second floor will have a separate unit to expand daycare by 50 for a total of 110
children.

The preliminary project cost and source of funding is as follows for the total project:

SOURCES USES

Maine State Housing mtg.  $10,790,000 Construction $21,540,000
Portland HTF 1,080,000 Financing 1,167,000
MSHA RLP 1,000,000 Development 2,000,000
GPCOG 700,000 Reserves 855,000
Other Soft debt 291,000 Soft costs 1,726,000
Other Credit Equity 405,000

Net Syndication of tax credit 9,061,000

SLIHTC 2,713,000

Deferred Development Fee 1,250,000

TOTAL $27,290,000 $27,290,000
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They are in the process of securing the financing. Applications are being completed for submission to
Maine State Housing for permanent financing, a grant and the Low Income Housing Tax Credit, and to
the Federal Home Loan Bank for AHP financing and a grant. MSHA has issued a Notice of Intent and has
allocated the funds. The construction cost was estimated by Penobscot General Contractors. This cost
estimate was noted is subject to change, but noted that it anticipated increased costs until the
commencement of construction.

Phase | and Phase Il environmental site assessment has been completed. However, a new Phase | and Il
site assessments will be required by MSHA. The current Phase Il report found evidence of
environmental hazards to include abandoned UST, lead and arsenic in the soil, but all within acceptable
limits. The study did suggest several voluntary steps that could be taken to further reduce
environmental risk. These recommendations are incorporated into the project costs. Maine State
Housing Authority has reportedly indicated this cleanup will be a condition of approval.

The current request is only for the first phase of the environmental cleanup of $1,060k. It is expected
that a request for subordination of this $400k loan will be made and approval is expected based on
preliminary information, but will be subject to a review of the final project.

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW: CPA audited statements of Youth and Family Outreach were provided and
reviewed. The major pertinent findings are as follows:

Youth and Family Outreach (000)

2021 2022 2023 2024
Current Ratio 7.1 14.4 7.6 6.0
Working Capital 340 432 224 428
Net Assets 2,031 2,128 2,560 2,299
Total Debt. 579 541 534 587
Debt Worth Ratio. .29 .25 21 .26
Revenues 1,712 1,211 1,084 1,428
Net Income 626 97 (102) 273
Debt Service Coverage. 28.0 10.0 1.0. 13.0
Excess Cash Flow. 783 260 0 370

- YFO has a good working capital position as of 9/30/24 with a 6.0 current ratio and $428k in
working capital. Both are above industry averages. This is the highest working capital position of
the past eight years.

- The current leverage is low .26 debt worth ratio and $2,299 in net assets. There has been
consistent growth in net assets.

- Debt service coverage is strong at 13.0 with $270k in excess cash flow after debt service in 2024.

- YFOis in a strong financial position to support this project on a contingency basis if needed.

Project Operating Budget:

The application included cash flow projections with detailed supporting assumptions assuming
completion of the daycare center and residential units. They concluded that both the cost and revenue
projections were in line with industry benchmarks. Operations are projected to stabilized in the first
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year with $192k in cash flow to service debt. The debt servicing requirements have not been included,
but is expected to result in debt service coverage in excess of 1.0.

COLLATERAL: A second mortgage on the commercial real estate located at 337 and 331 Cumberland
Avenue, Portland subject to prior debt of $500k with The Genesis Fund.

The appraised value of the combined properties is $1,588k for a loan to value ratio of 57%. GPCOG Is
well secured during the environmental cleanup phase.

It is anticipated that a request for subordination of this GPCOG Brownfield loan will be made as part of
the financing for the construction phase. That is still in the planning phase and a review of the project
will be made at the time of that request. A requirement of the expected future subordination request
will be subject to a review of the final budget that evidences adequate debt service coverage. | have
discussed this with YFO management who understands this requirement and process.

CONDITIONS:

- Acceptable review of final project budget to include the remediation costs prior to closing

- If a VRAP, letter of completion of clean up

- Acceptable review of commitment letters from all other sources of financing and reasonable
assurances from those sources that either all major preclosing conditions have been met or are
expected to be met prior to closing.

STRENGTHS / WEAKNESSES:

- Project equity of 62%

- YFO has a strong long term history in development and management of similar projects

- YFO is financially strong and able to support project with combined $370k in excess cash flow
and $428k in working capital

- Portland has a housing shortage and there is a significant waiting list for both market and
subsidized rental units. Daycare is also short in supply relative to the current demand.

- Collateral position is 57% of property valuation

- There were no significant noted weaknesses

RECOMMENDATION: | recommend approval based on the above noted strengths subject to the above
Conditions. It should be noted that this project is still in the planning stage and could be subject to
change. Any change though is expected to be more minor and should not impact the recommendation
or the proposed conditions. | have especially focused on the adequacy of capitalization of the project,
the capability of management and assuring that our collateral position is appropriate. All are noted as
strengths.
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Funding Sources Youth and Family Outreach 331-337 Cumberland Avenue Portland, Maine

Non-Brownfields
ABCA Budget Brownfields Funding Sources Funding Sources Totals All
ABCA Alternative 3 Tasks (Alternative #3) DECD* DEP** GPCOG* [ity Brownﬁeldg YFO Cost Share**** | Totals Brownfields
Grants $ 250,000 | $ 50,000 | $400,000 | $ 285,750 $ 985,750 $ 1,235,750
Loans $300,000 $ 300,000 $ 300,000
Other $ 50,000 | $ 50,000 $ 50,000 |
Task 1 QEP PM $ 15,000
St.Germain Invoice 20077 May 2025 3,891.75
St.Germain Invoice 20108 June 2025 1,920.25
St.Germain Invoice 20343 July 2025 2,464.75
St.Germain Invoice 20449 August 2025 1,767.25
St.Germain Invoice 20576 September 2025 | $ 10,890 845.75
Task 2: QEP CIP, ABCA, RAP, Costing,
SSQAPPs 20,000
St.Germain Invoice 20077 May 2025 776.25
St.Germain Invoice 20108 June 2025 8,605.00
St.Germain Invoice 20343 July 2025 3,371.88
St.Germain Invoice 20449 August 2025 2,026.26
St.Germain Invoice 20576 September 2025 | $ 17,386 2,607.00
Task 3: QEP EMMP (Completed) $ 4,635
St.Germain Invoice 20077 May 2025 753.75 - - -
St.Germain Invoice 20108 June 2025 1,425.50 - - -
St.Germain Invoice 20343 July 2025 1,602.00 - - -
St.Germain Invoice 20449 August 2025 853.75 - - -
Task 4: QEP Soil Characterization
ing and Testing $ 15,400
St.Germain Invoice 20108 June 2025 12,735.14
St.Germain Invoice 20343 July 2025 897.74
St.Germain Invoice 20576 September 2025 | $ 14,002 369.00
Task 5: QEP Cover Systems Design
Assi $ 2,500
St.Germain Invoice 20576 September 2025 185.00
Task 6: QEP Env Construction
Oversight $ 9,000
Task 7 QEP VRAP Summary Report $ 8,500
Task 8**: Contractor HBM Abatement $ 72,590
St.Germain Invoice 20449 August 2025 - 180.00 -
City of Portland Invoice INV-00122567 - -- -- - - 7,520
Task 10: Soil Site Work and Loading $ 403,288
Task 11: Contractor Soil Transport and
Disposal $ 361,722
Task 12: Temp Shoring and Retaining
Wall $ 285,750
Total $ 1,491,508
5% Contingency $ 74,575
Grand Total $ 1,566,083 | 47,098.02 180.00 0.00 0.00 1,335,750.00 7,520.00 1,585,750.00
Remaining Funding | $202,901.98 | $49,820.00 | $700,000 | $ 285,750 $50,000 1,288,471.98 242,480 1,530,951.98
Notes:

*DECD and GPCOG funding sources targeted for Brownfields Tasks (Tasks 1 - 7 and Tasks 10 - 12).
**DEP funding source targeted for Task 8: Contractor HBM Abatement.

****YFO Cost Share funding source targeted for Brownfields Tasks (Tasks 1 - 7 and Tasks 10 - 12).
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12/18/25, 8:14 AM City of Portland Mail - Fwd: PDC Public Comment: Opposition to Preble Chapel Demolition - Historical Background Material

City of

portlcmcl Kaela Gonzalez <kgonzalez@portlandmaine.gov>

Fwd: PDC Public Comment: Opposition to Preble Chapel Demolition - Historical
Background Material

Lori Paulette <ljn@portlandmaine.gov> Thu, Dec 18, 2025 at 8:12 AM
To: Kaela Gonzalez <kgonzalez@portlandmaine.gov>

Lori J. Paulette
Principal Administrative Officer
Housing and Economic Development Dept.
City of Portland
389 Congress Street
Portland, ME 04101
lin@portlandmaine.gov
(207) 874-8683
www.portlandmaine.gov
housing

& economic
development

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Lori Paulette <ljn@portlandmaine.gov>

Date: Wed, Dec 17, 2025 at 12:25 PM

Subject: Fwd: PDC Public Comment: Opposition to Preble Chapel Demolition - Historical Background Material

To: Gregory Watson <gwatson@portlandmaine.gov>, Nancy Martin <nmartin@portlandmaine.gov>, Avery Dandreta
<adandreta@portlandmaine.gov>

Shall | post this to the PDC Agenda as public comment.

Stay tuned for two more from George.

Lori J. Paulette
Principal Administrative Officer
Housing and Economic Development Dept.
City of Portland
389 Congress Street
Portland, ME 04101
lin@portlandmaine.gov
(207) 874-8683
www.portlandmaine.gov
housing

& economic
development

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: George Rheault <george.rheault@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, Dec 17, 2025 at 11:47 AM

Subject: PDC Public Comment: Opposition to Preble Chapel Demolition - Historical Background Material
To: <edd@portlandmaine.gov>, <nmartin@portlandmaine.gov>

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=03556301 98&view=pt&search=a|l&pep§©@iqg‘nsg-f: 1851851915391235257&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-f:1851851915... 1/4



12/18/25, 8:14 AM City of Portland Mail - Fwd: PDC Public Comment: Opposition to Preble Chapel Demolition - Historical Background Material

| urge the members of the Portland Development Corporation to not become accomplices to the destruction of a unique
historic resource in central Portland. If te PDC proceeds, then each voting member will be personally responsible for this
historic vandalism and this participation will generate the same kind of opprobrium that the Portland Renewal Authority
from the 1950s & 1960s is held in regard today.

The PDC members are probably unaware of the history surrounding the Preble Chapel because of Portland's

elites, including Portland City Hall, who have done an extraordinary amount of concealment and memory-washing in order
to press ahead with this project despite the fact that YFO's operations could easily be provided with a new and expanded
facility in many, many places instead of on the gravesite of the Preble Chapel.

One of the saddest parts of this saga is that the actual rich history of the Preble Chapel has been deliberately obscured
and demoted by the current trustees of the Preble Chapel so public opposition will be less likely (if the public does not
know what it is losing, how can it complain about that loss?).

Please find attached some newspaper clippings from 1924 when the Preble Chapel underwent some extensive
renovations which resulted in the form and massing of the building we all encounter today. However, it should be noted
that the original 1851 structure is still very much there and rehabilitation and renovation of it very much possible if the
YFO Trustees had not stubbornly pushed ahead for demolition.

A few highlights:

- the 1924 renovations were overseen by prominent architect John Calvin Stevens and his then partner son, John Howard
Stevens [this alone would attach preservation significance to the structure in most people's eyes and it should be noted
that a huge part of the argument recently made by Greater Portland Landmarks for preserving the old, now demolished,
Children's Museum building at 142 Free Street, was that it was remodeled extensively by the Stevens architectural team
in 1925-1926, which was LATER than the Preble Chapel commission]

- the unofficial landmark Preble Chapel is probably the last physical manifestation of the Preble family legacy, making it
that much more vital and which includes not just the famous exploits of Commodore Preble, but also his father and Mary
Preble's side of the family (the famous Deerings of "Deering's Oaks Park" fame): Mary “Molly” Deering_Preble (1770-
1851)._- Find a Grave Memorial

- the unique emphasis on social work represented by the origins and in 1924 of the Preble Chapel feeds directly into
today's contemporary social work activity. Indeed, "Preble Street" the well-known, and for some, notorious for all the
wrong reasons, social services provider was based out of the Preble Chapel for a significant period of time during its early
years which the social services organization is happy to note: History - Preble Street [this history is obviously beyond the
likely "period of significance" that preservationists might focus upon but it is still important connective tissue for why the
PDC should not be facilitating the demolition of the Preble Chapel]

7 attachments
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12/18/25, 8:14 AM City of Portland Mail - Fwd: PDC Public Comment: Opposition to Preble Chapel Demolition - Historical Background Material
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12/18/25, 8:14 AM City of Portland Mail - Fwd: PDC Public Comment: Opposition to Preble Chapel Demolition - Historical Background Material

I The rededication of Preble Chapel
{ Nov, 23-25 recalla the fact that this
| outgrowth of the Portland Minlstry

[at Large 18 of the Undtarian de-
|numiuutian. and was bulit tn 1860,
upon land given by widow of Com- . . . .
| modore Edward Preble, Father of | Kennebec_Journal_1924_11_26_6 - Rededication Notice.jpg
| the American Navy, It was the first - - - - -

| bullding for the purposs erected In| O/6K
| the City or the Hiate. It maln-
tained the first evening school In the
City of Portland. The church Is
|unlque in baving no creed, It I8 n
| free  church, consecrated to the
practical interests of Christlanity.
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PREBLE CHAPEL IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITION
WILL ADD NEW BEAUTY SPOT TO PORTLAND
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plan for what amounts to a new Foreside Communlty Fair and Cﬂ. ﬁlmaintaining ‘the pier and float.
Preble Chapel has been worked out Show, which takes place Saturday, It has been announced by the com-
most artistically, and the corner of September 6, on the TUnderwood ' mittee in charge of the Old Home Day
Preble street and Cumberland avenue School grounds on the Foreside road, ' celebration in Falmouth that mor.l

John Howard Stevens, architects, the

will present a most attractive ap-' Falmouth. The show will be held as than 600 tickets were sold nearly a
pearance when the building shall usual under the direction of the New week before the event.
been completed. ' Casco Village Improvement Associa-: Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Heulin and
'n a few week's time, to one pass- tion and at a meeting held Friday ! ' son of Portland are spending two
log down Preble street, the old Preble night, it was decided to distribute the : weeks at their camp on Sturdivant’
Chapel will appear to have been en- proceeds received from admittance to 1sland.
tirely renewed, for the olden wooden theé fair, throughout the community;, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hart of Som-
walls are to be covered with stucco, wherever needed. Various exhlbilf | arville, Mass.,, have leased one of ]
l.!lti a new addition is to be built on are to be installed inside New (Casco the new hOUEGE on the Johnson road
the rear, the first-story walls of Hall, which adjoins the Underwood recently erected by Dr. Gerald p,_
which are brick, like the first-story School grounds. In the hall will be Cilifford of the Foreside road. ;
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walls located the flower, vegetable, candy,| The descendants of the Milliken
stucco Oi-aﬁ?: zfg:f(:l ;l?ad i:lv;ﬂ. ;::; ice cream and other refreshmentifamny were entertained vesterday by
the first has been to make this corner booths, needle work and aprons, etC,! Mr. and Mrs. Elbridge L. Cobb at
as attractive and beautiful as pos- While on the grounds outside there ' their summer home on the Mussel
Hible The old fence will be removed, Will be the big midway, the field - Cove shore. The morning was devot-

and a hedge planted on the lot line Sports, cattle show and band con- | ; ed to outdoor sports and dinner was

with eor cert. ' served at noon. The afternoon was
namental planting around the The day's program opens at 10 in enjoyed with bathing, boating, cards,

buildj -
o SOSKIRE. i PARGIMAE"NEpE PV e the morning with exhibits of horses, pool and outdoor sports.

ment

little Eﬁaﬂi‘;”;;ﬂnfg t_ahl;dnﬂzi?iltnfh: cattle, pet -stock, silver black foxes, Dr. George H. Thomas, who has

city's busy center. It was found that &ame birds, poultry and farm and peen passing the last two months on

1o properly carry on the work of f£arden products, the midway will alsa the Falmouth shore with his family,

Preble Chapel more space was re- °P€D at an early hour with all new Jeft last week for Chicago.

quired and John Calvin Stevens a.ad attmotions At 3 in the al'ternoon,, Recent guests at Terrace Inn in-|

wWere consulted Th‘enhm. not only take pla.ce under the superviaion of Smith of New York City, Mrn. wW. W.

designeqd an addilti e t :ha chapel Mrs. Susie Winslow Skillin. All mder and Miss Mary Morrison of

that allows fo thgn n?a.r eme paf bables two yvears of age or under are | Bristol, Conn.

the work at the . 1g b eligible to compete for the three Mr. and Mrs. Robert Anderson of
e present time, 80 o rizes offered. ' Auburn are the guests of Mrs. E. L.

l._..ll & = ek i id Al bl Bl il e om_ B

[T T . |

carefully and skillfully have the ar-
The first prize is to be a silver cul’.i Penley at her cottage, Waveland, at
fﬁlﬁ“‘“‘ made thelr arrangements the joint gift of Edward Knight and Casco Terrace.
fut, t0e building can be a part of ... '\yijiams. The second*prize and | ~ Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Greenleaf have |
209 enlargementa if necessary. I third rizes are to be announced lat- as their guests for over the week-end

In the present vestry below the; rd Flaherty of the firm of . Mr. and Mrs. L. A. O'Brlen of Au-
maln floor a stage, having a pro-| g"i'ahﬁgra& Coyne has offered a 37| burn.
tcenlum opening, 16 féet long and 12|, o ¢ " 1o pest exhibit at the fair.
czet in deepth will be provided, 0C~| 4 ther new feature will be an ex-
Pying the space of the present la- , ...+ of historical articles gathered|the Mr. and Mrs. Harry T. Stinson
dles’ room., ! from various homes along the Fore- ' cottage at Casco Terrace. Mr. and
The new addition is 22 feet deep side. Mrs. Harry Stimson are attending the
&nd 34 feet wide, very nearly filling John Hincks, chairman of the Mid- l Randolph, N. H. centennial.
"‘0 lot on the Cumberland street line, way committee, has already secured George Record of Jersey City 1is
sid provides a game rcom 17 feet by ¢, amusements, an African dodger, ! the guest of Frederick Eveleth at his

i
|
|
1
% feet, and in one corner there is a spindles, dart throwing games, base- | cottage at Casco Terrace. |
|

N bl

Mrs. W. B. Verge and -family of
Freeport and Mrs. 8. J. Stinson are at

Hl-lilll-i-l hai bLad .d M

"°"°"°°m- fuel bin, and ladies’ tollet. 13]] games, fortune telling and baby| Herbert L. Cobb and family of
From the present sidé entrance on' gq)is. He is busy signing up more West Medford are spending two
Pl‘eble street a stairway leading from gttractions and the midway promises  weeks at the McCullum I:ottage at
this floor, gives access to the main t; he the best ever shown in Fal- | Casco Terrace.
floor, where a ‘children's room, 18 mouth. :‘The fair will close in the
Pty tar- iho. ahildren o ment,| Coma Sral with muic.furaished by
¥ for the meet, | Casco Hall music
opening from this room is a la-|¢», Yarmouth Band, which will "I”I GREAT mAMOND
“'l' room 14 feet by 21 feet. By a| play throughout the da |
@oor cut through the wall of the old!  Clarence W. Peabody
Sieasion. o Hotoned toom. D06 | Sy ihe| palplt th at the
cation is o m el cu pul
hln floor ta the children's addition. Fol:'etido Methodist Church in the g;:;-dlel: a house guest of G. W.

nterfor is handled in a very| absence of the regular pastor, Rev. Wil
hﬂu- mann relying upon pleas-| Woodbury P. Mcrrlll. who Mr. son Palmer of Newton,
e ana harmonfous color schemes| Merrill is enjoying his vacation ’“' Mass., has arrived at the Chandler

Father ths.n expensive mutoﬂals fu- Nova Scotia. Judge Peabody will : at:;‘suee :o be the suest of Mr. Carl

Mrs, Willlam Campbell and 'Miul
Hagzel Campbell are guests at the’

 =h PN

hl-'lﬂ-

Mr. Alfred Reed of Roslindale,

?

Chandler cottage.
- Mr. Cushman Ellis of Boston was

_ inter- | over week-end.
ohmm-nﬂmmtho oD - of welfare lr.JmhMudllr.Chaﬂe-
Zens generally, for old!'*ﬁ“ RS th.mnmtwgm
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in this improvement
welfare workers, as well as

<
]
g
2
I
C
(
k
A
o
S
A

E 3 .-t r i N L
: L - - s i




FAMOUS CHAPEL IS HAUNTED
WITH MEMORY OF HISTORIC

CHARACTERS AND EVENTS

Madam Mary Deering Preble, Portland's Most Famous
Belle and Wife of Commodore Edward Preble.
Father of the American Navy, Was Most Liberal
Benefactor of Little ChurcP at Corner of Cumberland

Ave. and Preble St.
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The order of the exercises on Sn
:nlr Rev., Joel H, Metealf, . D
obbe, representing the

the speakers will be: Mres. Hilda It

seeretary of the Unitarin
Rev. A, C. Goddard, D, D.

The public is

L e

- — — e e e M e e

The churches of Portland are paLy -
lieularly rich In nssoclation, bt
Preble Chapel, for many reasons, s
of vibrating interest. The VIry ap-
proach to the picturesgue, white,
sluoco-Anished edifice. locuted af

|

|
the junction of Cumberland J-I"-I*IHH'I
und FPreble street, {8 haunted with :
the memory of historie characters |
and evente. Standing on this ¢or-
ner, in the very heart of the Cltyv's
tumult, there I8 something about
the secluded quletness of the place !
which makes cne forget the surging
fe of the present, as he Inevitahly

thinks of Mary Deering Preble,
Portland's most famous belle, who |
hecaime the bride of ‘o od ore

Kdward Preble, Father of the Amer-
lean Navy, and was 'reble Chapel'n
most liberal benefactor,

It was in Madam Preble's IuI--I
years that the need of the hullding |
was communicated to her. but her |
mind and beneflcent Impulses “-'H‘i
wlill beating quick to the ealls of |
service, and she Immedintely re- |
sponded to the sugeestion, Thus it 1l|
that the old elms in the yard of the
Chapel once rustled on the grounds |
of Preble mansion, which was for n
time the home of Commodore Preble |

and his wife. The Japanese lilac
tree  near the side entrance, on
Freble street, was transplanted in
comparatively recent times, but its

cream-white hlozsome. shedding

Springtime, seem somehow exposi-
tive of the f{nspiring grace and
gentle spirit, which were the Influ-

ences pervading the life of Mnary |
leering FPrehle, The jlarc branches |
fway softly In dim, summer twl

lights and the passe by, even
though he may be ypuware of the
part plaved by ths renowped heauty |
In the pust, vet feels something of
the rommantie chirm ittherent in the

Place which will ever he hall Wl
|'+:|. lier memaory.,

Life of Mary Deering Preble

Portland in 1770, married Commo-

dore Edwurd Preble, United States

Hll‘r}. March 15 18], ~and ed |!‘|l
1861. 8he wus a daughter of Niathan-

il lvering. n well

bullder of Portland in the carlv dgve |
when 1 was callied Falmouth, [le wns

R forcfather of tne preeent Deerine

Taintiz .‘ITI"'."_'I-II'I.;..’ rh. f!..”l::'rﬂf i

Deacon Milk he inherited mueh ¥ b
€ryt from his wife's futher. He aad.d

to thils in his la lIfe hy tha TS
i se ul 50 N wiretening be*veen
COongrurs siree ang Hack Cove an® i
it Was n parcel of this lund thal
Mmy-Terring Preble in Lia leet |
Years of her life gave 1o the Minlstry
At large for the erection wf Prehe

Chapel which now bhenrs her nar !

The srick mansion of C'ommodor
]'f"l']"_ vro of 'f'r:;...l:_ wWumr l-ganp.[
1806 - 18 P

on Lhe curper of Congrea |
and I'reble streetn, The bLriciie vere |
hronght Trom Philadelphla. The res|.
Cence w4r enlarged and opened aw &«
lhiotel § 1RGO, on the mite of the °
etory hillding recenliy completei

A\mong the many relies of i
cal interest In Preble Chapel nine!
is more cherishéd than a photograph |
of the povtra't .of Ma y i jor |

Protile, enlurged from an tvory m'n-
lature In  the @ossession of Mres, |
\lice Prelila Anderson of the
Lk, whi £ j::.'.mduui.:htm' of .
modore Rdwsid and Mary Deorin
Prablé, This minlature represents
intter #t 18 ‘st which time tie

gl

a director, will speak; and also Charles H.
Church Federation of Portland and South
At the dediention service for sod

There will be & two-Told re-dedication of Preble Chapel, Tollow-
ing extensive alieratlons, on Sunday evening, November ‘23, and Tues.
uy evening, November 25, The re-dediention of the chapel 1o religlons
purposes will be held Sunday cvening at 7.20, and the re-dedication of
the bullding to social purposes will e on Tuesday evening at 8.

nday evening will include a

w pustor of First Parish Chuarcoh: George S,
American Unitarian Association of which he Is
Blntchford, president of the

Portland,
‘Il purposes on Tuesday

Ives, A. M.; Arthur Bartlett, New
n Laymen's League, of Boston; and
o pastor of the Chesinut Street M, K, Churels,
These addrosses will he wlong the i of soclal work.
cordially invited 1o be present at hoth services

renllevwoman
Kaow Il'l':-'l."l lilie

The (reasury of
vddition to other fne
Jenenlogieal Interest, inelud
e Chippendale gofa which
on the platform and a very
nennion set, presumably of §

e
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of Portland,
memorials,
puortrajts of

in

&R A FArc
has placwe
old com-
wwile), in
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a Veiy Rty Bliale of 4,
Preble Chapel Improvements
The work upon the recent $10.000

addition to the bullding w

am begun

by Googine and Clark last July., The
vXiension provides for three

rooms and a storeroom for Sunday

school and soclal purposes.

The na-

|si||!l--n exiends from the rear of the
old bullding to Portland street and s

iwo stories in helght, of stueco with
Lrick foundation and floor dimensions

ae Dy 283 fTeet.

There is u recreation room on the

flrst loor of the new bulldi

ng, while

on the secgnd floor there are rooms
for the work of the childrem and the

women of the parlah, The
1% of concrele, and the walls
INEx of hoth sglorieg are g
Lon fireproof hoard,
il the rooms abhove
'y 0 broad staircase,

first floor
and cell.
compoms| -

The lower room
inre o

‘onnected

A Teature of the remodeled bullding

18 the Now Blage which was

produced

by alterations in the rear of the first

floor of the nld stroeture, an
vughly egulpped
L constietog

The

d a thor-

modern stage has
nuditorium

vpegs Into the sSunday school room.
thelr pure, sweet fragrance in the | ' " fUrnishings have been provided

in et
The old bullding han alsn

heen put

in fret-claswg repalr and .the exterior

finished with cream atuecco

10O enOrre-

spotidd with the addition The . old
fence will be removed and a hedge
planted In Its place, with ornamental
glirubbery und vines around the
ullding

The entire arrangement wam con-
reived by the pastor. Rev. Arthur
Pettenglll, whose purpose It was e

priolee a |1'|.||,Jt.:I:IH|Ir .qul‘l]ﬂﬂ“' for the
needs of the Sunday school and ror
Mary Deering Preble was born gn' 1he development or dramatle talent

Wmong The

young people, ns well as

to provide an appropriate auditorium

[id) purposes of wm'nhlp.

The plang tor the additlon and the

=tevennm

prepared hy

& BRlevens from
Mr. Pettenel))
Four Pastors in 75 Ye
['reble Chapel which s
erowth of the Portland M|

"1ion In-:belng connected
Ministry at Large It wous
Lulldivg erected for (he
L 1hie ity or the Blale
Interest {0 know that in
Y |

had has but four Pastors
Rev., Willlam Hobart Hand
Oliver P. Tuckerman, whoas
covered 3 period of 11
Willlam "T. Phelan, whase

of 36 vears |s the longest

present minister, Hev. A, 0
I-.':“ “h;‘ ll'.H.H j||"‘l' 1ilnllil'lt'd

ol Bervice.,
Inception of Movemas
1847 a movement
| O Y

and request of |

1), D, for the establishiment

"winrme | Port of & Ministry at Large for

Clty by the twn Uniturian
there,

yYears,

This desire was war

tiw |onded, particularly by the ladien of
*a- the Channing Circie » sociely estah.

known shij:- | changeg In the chupel were made by

sketches

Ars
the ot -
niatry at

| Large, Is of the Unitariun denomina

tha
first
in

with
[ hie
i [HE e

il I8 nlsn l.r
the
veurs of 112 history Preble ("hapel

nearly

Namely,
lev, Ttev
minis'ry
'R'.”.
Pastorate
thus far,

in the history of the church and the

Petten -
20 vears

nt

Wik nmade In the
I'arish Church o the FUgEges=!jnn
tev, Tehabod Nichols,

and sup-
the
socle live
mly msec.

|

lished at the First P'arish. They
held a fair at which §500 was obtained
by a subscription from the gontle-
men, which looked forward to an un-
nukl continuance. Happlly wut this
period Mise Martha . Hall, & mem-
her of the First Churehl, formed the
henevolent  design ol consecrating
her whole estate to the work of re-
liglon. To that end whe
by will, the First Parish her
with power and Instructions te ap
propriate the annual Income of her
properiy lo advance the wforessil
cnuse, The fund was $6.000 and the
annual income about §150 which was
applied t othe uses of the ministry.

First Pastor
In 1849, the Rev. William H. Had-
ey was Invited to become the min
Ister at jarge of this organizotion,
Mr. Hadley was educnted at Unlon

1rustes

Collage, finlshed the miudy of the
profession at Cambridee. and WA,
nt the time of his invitatlon here,
preaching sl Kennebunk. He ace-

vepled the appolntment and in April

of that year entered with zeal wpon
the dutles of the nffice He imme-
diately opened n Bundav Bchool in

the ward room of the Kxchange
Bullding which on the first day wnus
attended hy more than b children,

number of chiddren enrolled in the

school in August, 1849, was 170

Portland's First Evening School

An evening school for adults and
for those who ecould not convenjent-
Iy attend the day schools was also
established by Mr. Hadlev, which
was fully attended hy persons vary-
Ing In age from 12 to 38 years, with
slgnal® Improvement and supccess,
The evening achonl was the first of
ite kind in portiand. RBoth of these
schools met with the deecided appro-
bation not only of their Immedinte
patrons and supporters, but of the
community at large

ministry, religlous mervires were
performed by Mr. Hadley every
Hunday freely, for the benefit of all
whoe had no asccommodations |n
other churches, part of the time In
the ward room and afterwards in
City Hall, But the inconveniences
for these public wmervices and the
schoo]l were no great that an urgent
necessity was felt for a hullding bet-
ter adapted to the wants of this
ministry and In which it could find
n permanent resting place,

The trustees undertook the task of
providing  better accommodations
for the ministry with the result that
one month after the act of Incor.
poration, Madam Preble executed a
derd, September, 1860, of a Jot of
land in a central situation, to be
appropriated forever for u chapel,
unid the uses of the Institution. This
Iot contained over 6,000 feet of land,
hud frontage on three 'streets and
wWing valued at more than $2.000,

Frevious to this, viz, In Augusi,
1800, the managers' had procured an
act of Incorporation from the Legix-
lature of Malne for the assoclation
under the name of Trustees of Port.
land Minisatry at ~Large. Hy  this
charter seven trustees were appoint-
e, In whom were Invested the proo-
'ty and the whole power of manak.

diah Jewett and Martin Gore.

Conditions of Grant
condition of Madam Prenla's
wiis that o chapel should he
ervcted upon the land within two
years from {ta date. The trustees
were stimulated by this condition to
oan ehrnest effort to comply with the
terme, and Immediately opencd a
subscription paper to obtain menns
to erect a bullding: while the Indies
with a vigor and energv which hLad
never flagged, made preparations for
n fair to ald the subscription,

The
Erant

of these efforts were successful. The
ladles furnished $800 to the erection
of the chapel and the other objects
of the ministry, while about $2000
wire ralsed by subscription: amsd the
l aantiful chapel, commenced in the
SEpring of 1851, and finlshed In Octo-
ber, plood a cheering and grateful

tarian msocieties In this City for the
promotdon of n work of the highest
Christlan order

'ortland to whose credit it Is sald
that he falthfully and promptly ful-
filled his contract . The (rustees
named the buildine the Preble Chap-
¢l to honor the memory of its larg-
est benefactor. The chapel was con-
structed of wood., resting on a brick
hasement, in a plaln but chaste gtyle
of o semi-gothie order, and palnted
of a dark olive color. It was 36 feet

Lions, econvenlent Iin arrangements
and of altructive appearance, The
husement was thrown inte one gpa-

constitul "l.

und which incremsed to more than
140 In a few Sundays with o suitahle
number of teachers The whole

ir: the concerns of the ministry.
The tyustees were: Dr Nicna's n!
tie  Figgt Parlsh: Rev Hulfas P
L "'I'*-l‘“ the Second Unitarlen So-
HIUE Thomas Chadwick, Willlinm
Willts, Nathaniel-F., Pweering, Jede- |

Hoth |

monument to the zeal of the two Uni- |

The architect was James Kirby of |

wide by 67 feet long, of good propor- |

| clous room. 10 feet high, and was anp
propriated for n free evenlng school
for awdulta and (hose whose employ
ments prevenled thelr attending upon
the dauy schouls. Over this was the
chapel, L0 Teet by
tool, neatly and  Lastelally finished,
wid  divided inlo 64 sllps or pews
This rouvm was designed for recular
religions service and Sunday Sehool
ifistruae'tion

('n the same floor with the chapel
nnd S connected  with it by folding
doors, were lwo rooms, one on encl
pide of the passage Into the chapel, o
the office of the Minister at Lurge-
und the use of the ladies, connectedd
with the ministry for thelr meetings,
thelr sewing schools, ete

Dedicated in 1851

wiusr dedicated [ree from debt on
29, 1841, In the presence of 1
of the frienus i
ministers [roin

|1
Chirl ok
INrge congregntion
the minisiry with

d4, open Lo the

Hosxton and other New England 1 i res
[ participating, the order of the erxer-

CiFe e, belng as follows

Introductory Praver, Rev, Dr. 111:.
elow of Boston; Reading the Scrip-
tures, Rev. Bamuel B, Crupt; Singing,
Dadication Hymn, by Rev. Dr. Nich-
els of Portlund:  Dedicatory Prav-
er, HRev, Horatin Wood of lLowell:
Singing, Original Hymn by Miss Pot-
tor of Portland; Sermon,
s Waternon of Hoston;
I'taver, by Rev
Portlund; Ringing, Reav,
jvint’'s Dedication Hymn;
tion by Rev. Willlam H. Hadley
Portland.

At the Ridding of a Hand

In an account of the other exer-
clses, published In the Christian Mir-
ror of Nov., & the same vear,
incldent related by Rev. . F. Bar-
nard of Boston, present on the ocoa-
klon, is entitled to preservation,
was about 25 yeurs before, that, as
ha sal in his father's pew at church

Mr. Yler-
Henedica -

i

hy Rev. L
Concinding
Idavid M., Mitchell of

of

|
|

1

|
r

It |

EEY TO PICTURES.
pper, left 10
Arthur G. Pettengill, Pastor of
I’'reble Chapel., Preble (Chapel
Addition and Improvements; the
hedge and ornamental shrubbery
will be planted next vear, Por-
frmit of Mary Deering Preble,

right—Rev, |

wife of  Commodore Edward
’reble,  which  has  place in
Preble Chapel, '

Lower.  left to right—Old |

Communion Set in Preble Chap-
el.  Exterior of Preble Chapel

showing white Stueco-Finish of

Remodeled Building.

Misars Newl W Baoker, T :
comib, Premeiy Witlls, Baker, Tit-} “crated at Christmas 1925 { cal Appeals Thrcuigh
SNichols and others Ii It 1% “voped 15 hive the new allar, Geﬂgraphy and DI"I:] 15

In 1Khs6 K. A. Btevens who hu - . e :
served the school for four sears ;mu“_']hh has Leen given to 'H"“” ks The Portland Behool of Refll gious
teucher was  elected  superintendent | Athed al by the Rev. Canon Myl s Fducation under the ausplces af the
and held the ofMee for 17 years. S (Hemenwav, In place to he canse-| Church Federation will hold Its  sixth
F ¥ i ¥ 5 ey v LT ] i" n | % L] " . i £ 1 i
I. Pullen was elected superintendrnticr, g at  Christmas, 1925, Doctor| geasion at Congress Square C.lrurch

In Sept. 1876 and held
many years.
A Present Day Feature

A special feature of the work of
I'reble Chapel is the libhrary In charge
of Mies Hannah Woondman, under
whose directions additions ace con-
slantly helng made,

A Freg Church Without Creed

A puint which should be empha-
pleged . in connection  with  Preble
Chapel 18 that it is u rree chureh, As
It s an endowed Institution, it
pozsible to ask lMtle of the members

1H|

the office |

| SIXTH SESSION (\F
SCHOOL OF RELAGION
T0 BE HELD MQNDAY

Program Includes 1+racti-

WILL TAKE YEAR
T0 COMPLETE NEW
ALTAR ST. LUKES|

Hope It Will Be Conse-

Halph Adams  Cram, the artist who|

hins designed (e aliar, thinks that it
tnke )

next Monday cvening, when the «qwen.
ing period will include Practical ,Ap-

wosear to complete 110e peals Through

i II ‘T

|

Geography and Deills |

Is Son of Former _Pastor
In This City

There 18 much Interest expressed
In the fact that the preacher at the
First Universalist Church (Congress
Bguare) tomorrow morning is Lo be
the Rev, Francls Gibbs, D.D., pastor
of the Universalist Church in Fitch-
burg. Mass. Dr, Gibbs' father, Rev,
Willlam E. Gibbs, D.D., was for many
years pastor of the church, having
preceded Dr. Blanchard and serving
as pastor between 1869 and 1881,
Many Portland people are acquaint-
ed with Dr Gibbs and will welcome
the opportunity to hear him preach.

Under the splendid leadership of
the new director of rellglous educa-
tion, Miss Ruth Owens, the work of
the church and the church school is
belng strengthened In many ways.
Miss Owens brings to her task a
great deal of enthuslasm and expe-
rlence, as well ns definite religfous
cducational training and ideals, and
nlready her presence |s being felt in
the work of the varlous organiza-
tions connected with the church,
Miss (Owens during the past week
Wis prerent at meelings of nearly
all thy auxilinrles of the church and
church eschool and spoke to the
members of her ldeals for the year.

A church office is belng estab-
lished In what was formerly the
Sunday School secretary’'s head-
auarters, and Mlisa Owens will be
found there during a part of each
day at least. A 1'nmn'€*tn catnlogua
of the church and parish members
will be kept and lists of the members
of the various organizations. and the
most up-to-date methods of admin-
Istering the afalrs of the office will
e adopled by Miss Owens.

The weekly meeting of the Ta
Kaln Class will be held on Tuesday
in the vestry of the church. The

evening will be spent In working for
the Parlsh Falr,

The regular meeting of the Sesamae
Club will be held in the vestry on
Wednesday evening. All members
Aare urged to be present as there are
many Important matters to be dis-
Cussed,

The meeting of the Congress
Siuare Annex will not hesheld this
week, but will be posgoned until
Tuesday, December 2, when g brief
meeting will Be held, owing to prep-
arations being mada for the Falr

The annual parish fair, always a
delightful event of the year, will

favornble comment Hev., Alvin (C.
Goddard, . ., will be In charge of
the Internatlonnl Bundayv School Les-
Wolfe, A. 1.

he hoper to have coples mnde of some
of the anc'ent enrvings in the Cathe-
drals to b2 lncempprated Iin the fabric

In the way ol glving. Theyv are. inlof the new nlta son. Mra, G, Edgar

tact, never usked to contribute to thel The present altar of the Cathedral, will spesk on The Methods and Work
support of the church, and offerings|{which It will replace i® not a me-{of the P'rimary  Sundavy Hrh-m!_|
ure voluntary, Those of the public|{morial, bhut wag, nccording to the! Mise Anna M. Wilbur, B. R. E., will|
without other chiureh afMliations are frtatement pellishied an (he Looklet is- | discuss Methods and Work of the
urged o gttend Preble Chapel. There lsued ut the time nf 1t consecration | Junior Bunday School,

I no creed, "but instead there s il the Cathedral in 1575, purchased Frof. Wilmot B. Mitchell, who |s
brief formula 1o which members :11*1*“.3,- the lata Bishop Henry ..-'uhl.l':lllll-”'l-“'il', A course on Great Personalllles
required (o mubscribe, This Iy # slm- |Neely from {unds ohtained largely in!in the Sacred Scriptures, will take
ple stulement of the fundamentals of | New Yok T Credence Table sl for his subject: A 100 Per Cent "a-

the Christian religion, including he-
lier In God, with Jesus Christ g the
gmritual leader,
Service of Pastors
Rev, W, H. ladley, the frsi T LE
1or, aller seven yeurs of faithful sery.

el resigned, ang at the oulbregk of
the rebelllon became an arms chap-
kiln ang died afler the wa In Lhe

Massachusetts (jenern] Hospital.

In June, 1555, Rev., O. P. Tucker
man entered the service of thig min-
islry and continued his falthful serv.
ice for 11'% yearg until his death.

Through Mr, Tuckerman's labors
the ministry at larg® bocame one of
the permanent means of extending
Christlanity through citles. His re-
ports were widely clreulated and read
both here and in Furope,

In Junuary, 1569, Rev. Willlam R.
Phelan entered  the Ministry at
large and retalned the office until

1%06. Mr. Phelan dellvered an addreus
on the subject of Preble Chapel, in
connection with the Centennlal cel-
ehrution of Portland, 1776-1886. He

| was pastor emeritus during his last

, he saw an elderly man in an oppo-|

| 1o the preacher in the pulpit.
| hand was to mould his life,
|hh‘hih||.: of that hand,
| Gulet In the grave, your begutiful
chapel has arisen,”” the speaker said.
It was the hand of Rev. O, P. Tuck-
erman marking his agreement
the periods and principles of
friend, Dr. Willlam E. Channing, in
the pulpit. He ﬁﬂd been familiar,

s a classmate and bosom friend

with all that Dr. Channing aimed to !

present to his hearers. e seemed
to have been designed by God to be

his right hand man, and to carry
into action the outpourings of his
wonderful eloquence. l.ook over

Dr. Channing's works and you find
on every page the principles that are
at the bottom of all moral enter-
prises, improvements and reforms of
the day. Look at Dr. Turkerman's
lahors und you see the same prinei-
ples put into practice.

Mr. Barnard, who had made a
trinl of the Ministry at Large In
Mussachusetts, In closing said: “You
have reasons here to cherish the
name of Preble, that has lieen given
to your chapel. The name & not
| unfamillar to our ears. We have
| heard of the hero's triumiphs over a
barbarous foe, We are glad that an
humble ediflce consecrated to the
purposes of the Prince of Peaee 18 to
perpetunte that nami

unother feld.
ance that the day I8 dawning when
men shall beat their swords into
| ploughshares and thelr spears into
pruning’. hooks and learn wir no
more. '

Aim of Institution

The aim of this institution 4= atated
by those who Iald Ite foundations.
was to advance the canse of rellglon
lalong practical lines, And to this
!--'I:r'l religlous worshlp, Sundav School
study and varlous community fea

already | & ; ,
crowned with laurel for victorles on | Ul'8lng Hymn, One Holy (Church of

We have n new assur- | Cod appears;

Bealdes these good fruits of this, #ite seat, beating time with his !'ll‘ﬂhndh”’!“m pastor, was bLorn

al'and
"Al the lege In 1881, recelving the degree of
the Yale|
| Divinity Schowol in 1855, having con-

long shwu! AR,

—

YEelura
Hev. Arthur Goodlng Peltenglll, the
In Brewer

raduated from Bowdoln (Col-

He graduated from

ferred upon him the degree of B.D.
He Look a course In moclal servico at

with | Harvard Summer School. He was
his | vrdalned to the ministry in 1885
and has held pastorates n S

Clond, Minn.,
In Warren, Yarmouth and Waterville
In this State. Mr. Pettenglll came to
Freble Chapel in @06 and his de-
voledness to the cause of the Min-
istry at Large, is well known
Former Rededication
Preble Chapel was rededicated
[ollowing extensive Improvements,
on Oct, 29, 1599, at 2.30 I’ M., when

lhe order of the exercises was as
follows:
Anthem: Reading of Scripture;

1'!

Dedicatory Prayer by Rev. John
Perkins: Dedication Hymn, hy Hev.
Ichabod Nichols, D.I).: Hlistorle ad-
dreas, by Rev. Willlim T. Phelan:
Address hy Rev. Henry Rlanchard,
D.D.: Duett, Misses Foster and
Fleteher: Address, for the Trustees,

Charles E. Jose; Report of the
Bullding Copnmittee, by . Wilfred (3
Chapman, Thomas [. Talbot: Solo,
Miss Allce Morvison: Address for
the Bunday School, by Geo I
Thompson: Address, by Rev. John
C. Perkins, Solo, Miss Julla Noyes;
Address, hy Rev. Asa Dalton, D.D.:

Henedietion, by the

Fastlor.

THE WILL T0 WORK
TOMORROW’S TOPIC
OF REV. A. L. WARE

the 10.30 service
Friemnds Church.

Al

=reet the

tev. Altred T. Ware, wlll preach on| Paclfic coast,

tiires have nlways gone hand in hand |the subject, The Will to Waurk, Work

with the ministry, From
first the Sunday School how besn the
prominent feature of the mission. It
I8 rather a remarkae fuct, Lhat since
this Sunday Behool found 4 perma-
nent home In Preble Chaple 51 veurs
nro, Its niumbers for 17 vears varied
| Bcurcely more than 10—, Tinging about
1640,

During the last vehirs the total
number envolled in the Sunday School
was “15 The Sunday School not
only ls large but there has been a
 ETeal growth moclally. The following
I““"-rw[np has remalned practieally
the mame as In past years The
| achool has been very fortunate in the
'fine class of people who have volun-
| teered in its service

First S. 8. Superintendent

James H. Baker was the first Bl -
 perintendent, and Miss Jane Molel-
lan the first librarian. In the list -of
early teachers were such NAMes as
IC. H. Boyd, C. H. Chadwick E H
"Daveis, E. D, Boyd, G. A. Mason, N.
Glliman Nichols, V. Seymour Nichols,

the wvapry ishould be chosen so that |
become drudgery, but will apen the | mercia] street, this ity

It will not
wayv to hupplness, self-expression and
rewirds comimensurate  with
neads, This will be his theme

A BOCIN) Servie® Wi
held at Tipl Evoryholy
crome and feel free to
Lhe discussion.

Service for Wilrﬂlllp at
nue Church at 3 1. M

take part In

Forest Ave-

Dr. James W. Vallentyne, of Oak
Park; 111, will preach at Congress
SRquare Church Sunday, Nov. 20

 READ
THE SERMON PAGE

In Monday's Express_ l‘

Hyde Park, Mass. and |

our |
|manager,
n will be|the power of drawing and holding the
i= invited .“‘;utwntinu of large congregations. The

4t the Oak{M, R. Tatman of Onkland, Cal, knwown |
pastor,'us the "Cyclone Evangelist” of the|

iy

cluded in the morning worship.

triot with a 'urpose in His Heart,
In hilsg lecture on “The Son of Sha-
phat with the Mantle of the Tish-
| bite, lust week, Professor Mitchell
wald:  “The old Hebrew prophets

a memorial aml

will be unlouched InI'
the new deslgn

'Bguare Fair |s always one of the hest
yand this year will be no exception.

COURSE SPIRITUAL
HEALING CONTINUES

not only had foresight: they aiso
had insight. The people of that time
no doubt looked upon them as having
wonder-working power, as being able

AT EAST DEERINGII” peer into the future and to see

' what was going 1o happen In vers

(n Bundny evening nt N l’!’*“"’-"i.it"—”“'l'l"“‘- and specific casrs But 1o
East Deering, the Rev. 8. H. Watkins small part of their abllity to look

ahead was due to thelr power to look
at the life around tham steadlly and
to see It whole, to see indeed whither

will continue the courses of 2ermons on
The Ministry of Healing, the subject

heing Bin and Slckness. After the
sermon there will be a brief instruc-' the currents of human thought and
tiom on the preparations for healing, action were bearlng them on,

and questions will be answered | whether they were tending tuw:n-:!n
"-'“ Thlnﬂﬂﬂh'ﬂnﬂ' Dav. there “‘I” hp!"h!' breakors or hf_illl'dﬂ the ]].'H'ij-l'll'ﬂ

'hF‘ {Irlrll"“'l;'l"ll_ H[rr\'i{-'. it [.I A ?"'. “"'l' l'l"lullih_

- 'y . . 55 “Some of the storles about Elljah
::It“jp':hd'[k::: 1::.”],-:::,:;“ AN adarens | and KElisha are very hard to belleve
The ';t-'-'t;mf'n'u Gulld of St I'MM‘H:” we lake them at all literallv. Tt

ia, for example, contrary o my con
He waould
thoughtless

Will hold a Christmas sale "IH]r::“"“‘:t'i*[u!inl'luf a just God that
sirpper in the church rooms on Tues- | kill a liree number of
L 2

diy, Dee, 90,

e ———

CYCLONE EVANGELIST
COMPLETES SERIES
SAIL LOFT ASSEMBLY

the child’s natural instincet and shout -
ed derisively at Elisha—as hoys might
today If he went through the clty of
Portlund—and called him ‘bald head'
because he could not boast of 'he
shaggy locks ofs Elijah. I ecannol
think there is any virtue in belleving
such tales or that God loves us an;
better because wa belleve he can do
such unreasonable and unjust things.

“The big and blessed thing in con-
nection with both of these prophets
was this: when things were golng all
| Wrong, when both king and people
had deserted the worship of Jehovah
and hand gone afler false gods: when
the rulers were cruel and lecharous
and ahsolutely unmindiul of therights

| land

Interesting Feature Carries

| children simply because they obeved |

of others: when they would wrest
i vinevard, his patrimony, from a
man lke Naboth and treacherously
kill him and all his family, -«imply
bernuse he would not glve over his
vinevard to a selfish king who hud
acrea of land, then there wera men
like Elijjah and Ellsha who had the
stuff In them, the faith, fine moral
courage to tell the plunderers and
murderers that they were dead wrong
and thal God would curse them If
they did not cease.

“The two men In American hlstory
who seem to me to resemble nset
these two phophets are John Brown
and John Greenleaf Whittier. Head
John Brown's life and see if ne, !n
all  hia _ruggednesa and natlve
strength, his primitive bellefs, his
courage (o face official preastige and
power, even iIn the mvatery thiat sur-
rounds hir personality,—see If he
does not at least remind you of Elljah
the Tishbite. And then vcead care-
fully the Jife of and the poetry of
Whittler—especially the slavery
poems—and see If he does not help
vor to Interpret Elisha——the myilder
man, the son of a farmer, 2alled [rom
the plough, less given to denuncia-
tion. more consiructive, but no lrss
loyal to Jehovah and his worship,«no
legs willlng to suffer for it, than was
the 'Tishbite a double portion of
hose spirit was his and whose man-

This iz a chinracteriatic pose 0fRev,

who recently completed |

his second series of evangellstic maet. | fe he wore. ‘Still at the prophets’
:nﬂﬂ "'l lh" :";‘llnll |.H“ .".."i"l!']"l'tlrl‘l', l‘{l‘. ]]‘ I rﬁ't lj'":‘ TIII'H.H“!- HII" e
| The officials of the school are

Tatman before his conversian|
actor-acrobat and theatrical:
He i2 now a preacher with

M
WAS an

Dean, Mrs. Howard H. Ives; registrar,
Mre, Elbridge F. Stoneham, treasur-
er, Mr. H. D. Oliphant.

evaangelisl goes {rom Portland to Boa-
ton, New® York and (Chicago, thence
lo the Paclfic coast, where his serve.
jces are in great demand

|SIGNS OF TIMES
TOPIC OF SPEAKER
AT FRYE HALL

Tanorrow evéning at Frye Hall,
Evam elist O, D, Cardey will speak on
the sh:ns-of the times. His subject
being, vSigns of the End of the World.
What s the meaning of the bold rob-
heries, purders and crimes of every
descriptia n in the catalog of sin, that
lare sweep'ng this Country today?

Mr.- Cavndey will argue that the
prophecies @f the Hible are fast ful-

NEW HYMNALS AT
STEVENS AVE. CHURCH '
thg Thanksgiving service Sun-

morning in the Stevens AvVenue

Congregational Chureh new hyvmnals

will be Introduced, Hymns for the

[Aving Age, editeg by P'rof. Augustine

Smith of Boston University, A npe-

cial responsive service of dedication,

prepared hv Prof, Smith, will be In-

Al

The topic of the pastor'a evening

address is Friendliness. The new|flling today and that this zge In
hymnalg wl#uhr used in a special song |which we ara livine Is clearly da*l
service, THhe male quartet will sing, picted jn Rfble prophecy.

Curvings necdssary o | The ae- by Mra. B. M. Clough, superintendimt | tiike place this year on December 3
L1l work « will  begin immediately, (B (16 Junior Department, Wmlll’umu-“”'t 1 Representatives of all the
A ﬂf it WJ“ he done in this CCoun- "ll'l']gr[lu'"l'[h”'"ll' (C‘hurch. Orga “I-IIHlIUIIH 1'““'1'(":"" Wlth tt"]
['y and wome oo Dector Cram Rev. Morris H. Turk, D. D, w4ll]|PAvish are serving on the General
v #alling shortly tor Spain, to be| continue his lectures on The Life af| Committee and plans are rapidly
gone for thvoe nentbs. While there,, (*hrist which are receiving the mosq  Nearing perfection The Congress

A number of novel features are being
planned under the auspleces of varl-
ous gocietjes

On December 5, mugic-lovers are
o have u rare treat In the concert
Yo be given by the Sanford Men's
¢ Inging Club, led by Prof, Frapk [.,
F:ankin, assisted by Howard W,
Jlark, in the auditorium of (he
clhiurch, This entertalnment s being
puit on under the direction of the
Young People’s Christian Unjon of
Congress Square and tickets are on
eale at the Church Office and may
al:vy be obtained from memhers of
thet Union. Prof. Rankin was for
malxiy years organist at Congress
Sqiudire and Is well known in Port-
Mr. Clark who will be tha
pccovinpunist is the present organist
at the church. In additlon to act=
ing ' accompanist, he will also give
seveyrs | solos on the organ.

Scraptures Contest
Refreshes Memory
On Biblical Facts

— e —

Cash Prize Each Week

A cash prize of two dollars and a
half will bu awarded to the reader
who sends in the best list of answers

to the Bible questions below. In
writing answvers contestants should
use one word when possible. Ths

name ~f the prize winner, list of cor-
rect arswers and 10 new questions
will be published in this department
rext Saturday. Readers, both young
and old, in Portland and elsewhere
are invh-d to compete. Answers
must be mailed not later than Thurs-
:_Far evening, Mov. 27. No advantage
I8 gained by those who make earli-
est returns,

The Questiong

1. Who was ordained the firet
bishop of the cluirch of the Ephesi-
ana’

«. Which of the seven deacons went
down 1o RBamaria and preached
Christ to the people?

4. Who was the father of Methue-
gelah

4. Who was called “a ready scribs
In the law of Moses ™

b, Of whom was It sald that while
he was yet young he hegan to meek
after the God of David?

6. Which of the 12 disciples mades &
great feast for Jesum®

7. Who does Paul sny was
Aguré -of Him that was to come?

. Who was the first persecutor of
Christ ?

2. Who was made judge of Isracl
nn conditlon that s should defeat
the Ammonlites”?

10, There {8 record in
the death of how mommy
Apostles?

The Prize Winner

To- Miss Ciarice Wat=on., 30 Fletch«

tha

the Bihle nf
of the 12

er street, Kennebunk, i= awarded the
prize of $2.50 for the hest list sub-
mitted In answer to the questiong
asked In Search the Seriptures last
week, Answers were recejved from
many parts of New FEngland and

thre were manv correct lists,
The Answers

1. Nathaniel, John, 21:2
.. Jonathan, T gam., 18:4,
3. 'haraor, Ex., 10:3.
4. Peter, Actn, §:3
6. Nehemlah, Neh., 7. 5.
6. Ishmael, GGen,, 21:17.
1. Jeroboum, 1 Kings., 11 "5.31.
8. FEve, Gen., 3:20.
f. Moses, Ex., 34:77. 1.
10. Hiram and Solomon, | Kings,
9:.26-28.
A Contestant Writes
Waterville, Me
Nov. 19, '24
Search the Sceripture Contest Fd,

Portiand Evening Expres,
Dear Sir
Thank you for the check received
this morning. 1 think this a splen-
did feature of vour paper. T enlov
Anding the answers each week anid
know that in "“"Searching the Serin-
tures’ [ am becoming more familiar
with them
Sincerely,
("ORA A. BROWN

ey, Francis W, Gibi®, of Fitch -
burg, will preach at Congress Square
Church Sunday. Mr. Gibbs I8 thae
son of a fhrmer pasior of Congress
Square Church.

s
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The unvelling of an oll painting by
an unknown Bpanish artist, entitled
“8t. John Writing the Book of Reve-
lation,” the gift of Mrs. Willlam H
Anderson of the Falmouth Hotel,
granddaughter of Commodore Ed-
ward Preble, was a feature of the
meeting Jast night of the Young
People’s Unlon of Preble Chapal
" The pilcture was brought to Port-
land in the early thirties on a South
Amerilean ship and was discovered by
‘Mrs. Anderson's father,
‘Pnhh. Jr., and Henry Wadsworth

tellow, the poet, who lived In
*ndjlzuml houses and together visited
the vessel In search of art treéeasures,
which they bad learned were on

'M:d the ship and could be had for
'l'h.

lndl
tlmo on tbo nlll of the Art Museum
n Bpring Street, but was recently
nhu to thp trustees of the Portland

’ad wia "l“iI

had been for some|

Valuable Oil Painting Presented
To Preble Chapel By Mrs. Anderson

Edward Preble, Jr., And Henry Wadsworth Longfel-
low Fmt Dmovered Rare Canva: On So. Amer-

The gift had been kept an entire
secret from the chapel congregation
by the minister, the Rev. Arthur G
Pettenglll, until thu unvelling of the
picture last night and Mr. Petten-
gl Improved the occasion by tell-
ing the young people and the dlder

ones present, outstandipg facts In
the history of the Prebla family,
which form the traditional back-

ground of the chapel,

Mr. Pettengill referred at the out-
get to the vallant founder of ' the
Preble fTamily, Brigadier General
Jededlah Preble of Revolutiohary
war fame and then passed on to
Commodore Edward Preble, the hero
of Tripoli and the father of‘tho

American Navy.

He told the story of the old thh
mansion, begun !n 1806 on tho l!"l-

!

ent site of the Chipman
Bank bulldln(. at the head
Street, and how the young

ldo l

munsion and lived in 1t until ¢ war
transformed Into the Preble Haun. -y

The old mansion was'a three story
brick structure called in ity day the..
best house In Portland and wa 'i
built with a five foot wall betw f“‘ .
it and the Longfellow house on thl L
adjoining lot on Preble Street,

Commodore Preble’'s widow, llll'!
Preble, who was- the' daughter ‘of -
Nnthaniel Deering, from whom were
descended the original owners of
Deering Oaks, survived her husbang
forty-six yeurs, and in 1850, the yeos
before her death, she gave to the
trustees of the Portland Ministry-
large the land upon which Pred
Chapel now stands,

Three stipulations were made in
connection with the property, that a
structure should be bullt upon . it
within a year, that It should not be
placed within ten feet of the next fot’
and that it should be useq only for . 'p
religlous purposes, The rtltrleﬂcn yan
to bullding within ten feet of the Ma"
lot was abrogated by Mrs. Preb
the next year by the giving of a quith™
claim deed, . . SN

Mr, Pettengill announced that as) 13
soon a8’ the exact status of the re<tsy
strictions were cleared wup work'™
would begin on the extensive alteras L, -,
tions and enlargements which ure be+ ﬁ
ing planned upon Preble Chapel, '

At the close of the meeting & rising’” |
vote was taken of appreciation tosi
Mrs. Anderson for the gift of o} P,

o hl' Preble Chapel
un. m

, Commodore Preble comnlqtqd tho painting. ¢ o
3 —w'- .If'
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ROTARIANS HEAR
STORY OF LOCAL
PREBLE BHAPEL

I e e eyl A

Rev A. G. Pettenglll Ad
dresses Club at
Weekly Meeting

The story of Preble Chapel, located
on the corner "of Preble street  and |
Uumhnrlu Wl avenhue, was tuld by its

— o
[

—_—
S e w—

.

|
|

i

- —_— S —— e — = om—

pa Rév., Arthur G, Pettengill, o
‘th *urtlaml Rotary Club today. '
Mr. Pettengill declared that the spir-

it of I'reble Chapel, so0 far as it was
Fpossble to make It, was typified by a|is
| stuatement made by Harry Lauder, the g,
| Scotch comedian, at a meeting of the | g1
Boston Rotary Club this week; name- |la
ly, “God, a true home, thrifty labor and | A
a kindly neighhor over the garde?d e
wall.,” He said that the corporation of
the Preble Chapel wgs known as the [j¢
trustees of the Portland Ministers ot di
Large, and it was incorporated in 1850, A
with a board of seven trustees. pl
The activities of the church areisi
!fhl‘l‘l‘ fold, he declared. First, Hr--‘l
service of worship; second, the Suuday as
.'-'h hool: and third, the social service fii
work, \ - mn
.~ He s#ald that the church stands for re
the economic regeneration of the fam- ajp
ily that (& down and almost out, and|
nlso for the discovery of talent in ¢hil- th
dren nnd young.people. Both of theselpe
getivittes are in-addition to its general th
teliions wWork. tn
speaking of the future of this chapel, 'ne
| Rev. Mr. Pettengill declared that lh'ﬂ ' h
Spring it was planned to -change "1h
portion of the odifice so that 1hv'1n
dramatic talent of the church could Im'm
rroperly displayed, and nnnthorvhanaﬂ
was to be made with the {dea of giving
the Sunday School “more elbow room.”
\s something to he worked for in the
future, he sald it was higs hope that the
buildiagz might be so reconstructed and
renovated as to make it a real credit to
the <ection of the town in which it )=
| loentoed. .
Vice President Fred D. Gordon :I
nresided today and introduced as two'
special guests of the club *E. J. Post ]'“
 of Providence, R. I., head of the syn- .
| dicate which s to take over the| °
['almouth Hotel on Friday, Feb. 1, pl',
‘and David B. Hall, also of Providence, u
lwho I8 to be the new manager of thp' ‘
house. Mr. Post in his remarks salid
that one of the first things that th
Iwuuld be done would be to give the de
Rntarv C'lub a larger dining room by

f
|

mmminr the partition between the ':,:l
meﬂont State of NMaine room and the in

so-called library room. He said.that |,
every effort would be made to run:m'i
the hotel on the highest possible |

plane in the future, and execlally o
regards to food and the dining rodom
wervice, DI

Mr. Hall, the new manager, ‘“““‘th
«hoke  briefly when introduced and |
said that he, personally, should dmt'{:
'evervthing possible to makeé thefm
| house popular and successful under hﬂ
his management,
~ The program part of the meallnt
was conducted under the direction Df
W. L. Whelpley, the chalrman M tht (
day.

‘ FEdch Rotarian present was

sented with a beautiful box of b

ters, the gift of Rotarian F%r '
en -!‘,

of the Boston Rotary Club, &
of the Rust Craft Publishers, Ine.,
of that city.
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Wltb Fl tting, Imprésave Semdes

'Rev. Joel H. Metcalf Delivers Scrmon-—-George
S. Hobbs and Charles H. Blatch{ ord '

| - Make Brief Addresses.

Fitting and Iimpressive

Chapel last evening, when a sermon
wWas preached by the Rey, Joel H.

Metealf, D. D, pastor of the First
Unitarian Church,

The Rev, Arthur Gooding Pettin-

il, the minister at the church, con-

ucted the' services, and brief ad-

dresses were given by GeOrge S
Hobbs, represeninig the American
Unitarian Assoclation of which he is
a director, and Charles H. Blatch-
ford, president of the Church Fed-
eration of Portland and South Port.
land,
Preble ("hapel was officially opened
in October, 1551, but was recently re-
modelled at a cost of 510,000, The
work upon the addition was begun
last July. The extension provides
for three large rooms and a stores
room for Bunday School and social
purposes., The addition extends from
the rear of the ¢ld bullding to Port.
land Street, and s twp stories in
height, bullt of stucco with, brick
foundation and with foor dimensions
of 22 by 33 feet. ;

This addition includes a recreation
room on the first floor, while on the
second floor there are rooms for the
work of the childaren and the women
of the parish, The first floor Is ot
concrete and the walls and cellings
of both storles are a composition
figeproof board. The lower floor ¥
connected with the rooms above by
a broad staircase.

The remodelled building includes
A new stage whichh was producéd by
alterations in the rear of the first
floor of the old structure. The au-
ditorium opens into the Sunday
School room, The old bullding hag

™ 2 &l 1 ' L |

services  also been put Into first class condl-
marked the rededication of Preble tion,
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Preble Chapel is one of the older
churches of Portland and was bullt
at the instigation of the two Uni-
tarian societies of Portland, . whe
were glven a deed to a lot of land on
Cumberland Avenue and Preble
Street by Mary Deering Preble,

This chapel abhounds with historie
interest, and during its 75 years of
service there have been only four
pastors at the church.

The Rev, Arthur Gooding Petten-
gill, the present pastor, was born In
Brewer and graduated from Bowdoin
College In 1881 recelving the degree
of A. B. He graduated from Yale
Divinity School in 1880 and was or-
daipned to the ministry that year, He
has held pastorates In 8t. Cloud.
Minn, Nyde Park, Masg, and in
Warren, Yarmouth, and Waterville
He came to Preble Chapel in 1905

The entire arrangement for the res
modelling of and addition to Preble
Chapel was conceived by the Rev.
Mr. Petlengill whose purpose was to
produce a bullding adequate for the
development of dramatic © talent
among the young people as well as
to provide an appropriate auditorium
for the purpose of worship.

The plans for the addition and
changes in thec hapel were made by
Stevens & BStevens from sketches
prepered by Mr. Pettenglll,

A rededication of the soclal pur-
poaes of the chapel will be held Tues-
day evening, when the speakers will
be Mrs, Hilda R. Ives, Arthur Bart.
lett, New KEngland Secretary of the
Unitarian Laymen's League, of Bos-
ton, and the Rev. A. C, Goddard
pastor of the Chestnut Street Metho-
dist Episcopal Church.
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PAYS TRIBUTE

\' PREBLE CHAPEL

It
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th bless men by all the Instrumentali-
y |ties presented by the ministry at
| large.

| George 8. Hobbs, representing the

1
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AT REOPENING

Rev. J. H. Metcalf Speaks
At Rededication to

Impressive services marked the
rededication and reopening of Pre-l
ble Chapel to religlous purposes last |

evening, when the auditorium was
filled to capacity, the congregation |
including Mrs, Alice Preble Ander-
son and her daughter, Miss Ander-|
son, granddaughter and great grand-
daughter, respectively, of Madam'
Meary Deering Preble, the most b«
eral penefactor of Prehle Chapel,
The pastor, Rev, Arthur Gooding
Pettengill, presided and introduced
A8 the speaker of the evening, Rev.
Joel I, Metcalf, D D, pastor of
First Parish Church. Mr. Pettin-
gill referred to the fact that Preble
Chapel was founded through the ef-
forts of two Unlitarian socleties of
thea City of which the First Parish
was one, Dr. Metcalf In his re-
sponse sald that he was glad to rep-
resent the Mother Church and to |
address on so ausplicious an occaslon
the c¢hild of that historiec Institu-
tion, The First Parish pastor in his
discourse compared old time relig-|
ifous {deas with those of the present’
day, principally making the point '
that the altar of the church is no
longer a thing separate and apart,
but that religion is now carried into |
every department of life, iIncluding!
the social side, |
Dr. Metcalf spoke of the objects '!
and alms of Preble Chapel and pald |
high tribute to its achlevements, He |t
showed conclusively the value, and ¢
the indispensable Importance of the ||
endeavors to instruct, elevate and||

There were greetinga extended by

American Unlitarian Assoclation «f
which he Is a director and by Charles
H., Blatehford, president of the

i Bl e e . e

|| Church Federation of Portland and
| | Bouth  Portland. The dediecatory
| prayer was offered by Mr. Pettengill
|who also read the scriptures and
"| pronounced the benediction, There
| were appropriate hymns rendered by
the cholr and a solo by Mrs. Charles
| Thomas.
| The platform was beautifully dec-
orated with flowers uand there were
floral decorations In the attractive
library and the new rooms In the
remodeled part of the bullding. The
entire bullding was thrown open to
Inspection following the exercises.
Mr. Pettenglll has just completed
20 years of service as pastor of
Preble Chapel and In recognition of
the recent anniversary, he was the
reciplent of & handsome Seth Thom-
a8 clock In a mahogany case and
two mahogany candlesticks. The
presentation was made prlor to the
public exercises by Edwin L. Gib.
son, trustee of the chapel and a
member of the church, who repre-
sented the parish.
FPreble Chapel will be rededicated
to soclal purposes on Tuesday even-
Ing at 8, when there will be an ap-

propriate program open to the
public,
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The rededication of Preble Chapel
Nov., 23-25 recalls the fact that this

outgrowth of the Portland Ministry |

at Large is of the Unitarian de-
nomination, and was built in 1850,
upon land given by widow of Com- |
modore Edward Preble, Father of

the American Navy. It was the first

building for the purpose erected In
the City or the State. It main-

tained the first evening school in the
City of Portland, The church is

unique in having no creed, It is a
free church, consecrated to the
practical interests of Christianity.
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12/18/25, 8:17 AM City of Portland Mail - Fwd: PDC Public Comment - Please Listen to 1960s Earle Shettleworth

City of

portlcmcl Kaela Gonzalez <kgonzalez@portlandmaine.gov>

Fwd: PDC Public Comment - Please Listen to 1960s Earle Shettleworth

Lori Paulette <ljn@portlandmaine.gov> Thu, Dec 18, 2025 at 8:13 AM
To: Kaela Gonzalez <kgonzalez@portlandmaine.gov>
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Lori J. Paulette
Principal Administrative Officer
Housing and Economic Development Dept.
City of Portland
389 Congress Street
Portland, ME 04101
lin@portlandmaine.gov
(207) 874-8683
www.portlandmaine.gov
housing

& economic
development

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: George Rheault <george.rheault@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, Dec 17, 2025 at 11:52 AM

Subject: PDC Public Comment - Please Listen to 1960s Earle Shettleworth
To: <edd@portlandmaine.gov>, <nmartin@portlandmaine.gov>

See attached a 1967 Earle Shettleworth column educating Portlanders on the significance of the Preble Chapel's history.
Also attached is a primer on that history from almost a decade later, noting its 125th year anniversary (this piece obviously
took cues from Shettleworth's 1967 column).

Since Earle Shettleworth gets a lot of attention among many Mainers due to his long career in historic preservation and
trumpeting Maine history, | suggest that his 1967 self be given heed in the debate about whether Cumberland County
should aid and abet the destruction of an almost 175+ year old landmark (unofficial, but a historic landmark nonetheless
whether the powers that be want to recognize it as so).

Sadly, Earle Shettleworth has remained silent on the proposal to destroy the Preble Chapel. "They" got to him. The
proverbial "they" being our local power brokers that believe that while their own neighborhoods must be protected from
change or shared responsibility for ensuring affordable supplies of housing and child care, someone else's neighborhood
icon can and should be sacrificed to make them look good.

Mr. Shettleworth's silence is unfortunate as it will besmirch his legacy as well as all the public officials, including any pro-
demolition PDC members, who are facilitating the Preble Chapel's destruction.

Turns out a lot of silence is happening out there among those who are normally all in on historic preservation. This is
what happens when Portland elites circle the wagons.

Where is Herb Adams, who loves to entertain us with his historical musings? While Mr. Adams often sensationalizes
Portland's past and occasionally takes some liberties with the actual historical record in his efforts, he usually shares a
reverence for maintaining our ties to the past as we negotiate the needs of our present and future. He too argued
fervently for preservation in the 142 Free Street battle with the Portland Museum of Art but has been completely absent
from any discussion about the fate of the Preble Chapel.

Greater Portland Landmarks surrendered on the issue of the Preble Chapel with barely a shrug in June 2024. Their
recent rhetoric about making sure their preservation advocacy represents something other than elite interests and their

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=03556301 98&view=pt&search=a|l&pep:§©¢é;i@nsg-f: 1851851960364980981&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-f:1851851960... 1/2
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denials that they are chiefly underwritten and driven by gentrification real estate politics always rings pretty hollow, but no
more so than here with respect to their abandonment of any advocacy around the Preble Chapel's preservation. Why
aren't THEY helping us brainstorm alternative pathways to avoid demolition as they vociferously demanded during the old
Children's Museum building?

Unbelievable that 1960s and 1970s Portland could recognize the importance of the Preble Chapel to its physical and
historical landscape, but 2020s Portland (and its partners at the state level) now deems it expendable. | care deeply
about our county's struggles around balancing responsible land use while trying to dig out from the holes we have dug in
housing affordability and child care opportunity. But | also care about a deep hypocrisy whereby a neighborhood deeply
scarred by progress must give up yet another important building from its past to make up for Portland's policy failures
around child care and housing.

So much shame to go around... so much shame. Please do not add your names to the list of the disgraced here. Please
vote to deny Youth & Family Outreach the funds it seeks to demolish the Preble Chapel. If others wish to grease the
wheels for that demolition, let them do it with their own money and not implicate the PDC in irretrievably vandalizing our
collective past.

Thank you.

2 attachments

Fontbasdn Hortgs ., —_— .__.i‘:
Prebile Chapel Has Hiztoric Mgt ‘.,“'E_;J_'.";Hr
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Evening_Express_1967_07_26_21_Shettleworth_Preble_Chapel_
§ Preservation.jpg
) o 935K
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e Revucion |
Preble Chapel Founded 125 Years Ago

Evening_Express_1976_10_16_5_Preble_Chapel_125th_Anniversary.jpg
| 691K
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light shade instead of its orig- &

Preble Chapel H

By E. G. SHETTLEWORTH JR, e -
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AN ——— or, Some
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appearance of having little = N The Rev Phelan resi A F
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historical or architectual mer- e i in 1004 after 36 years of serv-|’ r t es tlva

it.

One of these I1s the Preble
Chapel at Cumberland Ave. and
Preble 8t. Underneath fits
stuccoed walls exists a de-
lightful carpenter gothic strue-
ture of the 18508 with an in-
teresting history.

At the suggestion of the
Rev, Ichabod Nichols, pastor of
the First Parish Church, ae-
tion was taken In the 18408 by

the city's two Unitarian so- . =

cleties to found and support
a Portland ministry at large,

To this end, the Channing
Circle, & group of First Par-
ish women, held a fair which
raised $500, and approximately
the same sum was contributed
by the men of the church.

In April 1849, the Rev. Wil-
llam Hobart Hadley, a Union
College graduate, started his
work as Portland's minister at
large. He immediately opened
a Sunday school in the Mer-
chant’'s Exchance at Middle
and Exchange Streets.

By August Hadley's school
numbered 170 children from
the city's poorest families, It
was necessary to find clothing
for many of them before they
::IEH fit enough to be enroll-

Portland's first evening
school for adults and those who
could not attend day school
also was established. Hadley
felt strongly about its worth
and set forth his convictions in
his first annual report of 1850,

“T am forced to the firm

conclusion that any city of the
population of Portland, and
with {ts temptations to allure

youth from the paths of virtue,

I.

i

.....

TWO VIEWS—Preble Chapel is shown at left in an 1851 woodcut, and at right is the chapel at Preble St.
and Cumberland Avenue as it appears today. (Woodcut courtesy of the Maine Historical Society) (By Staff

Photographer Olson)

would be justified, and find
great profit, in maintaining
evening schools of a very high
order, even {f thelr expense
were four times as great as
that of the day schools, in pro-
portion to the amount of in-
struction given.”

Besides these programs, Had-
ley held Christian services for
those having no other church.
These took place in the Ex-
change and the Old City Hall
in Monument Square.

However, the inconvenience
of operating in public places
was considered great enough
to merit a special bullding.

The problem was explained
to Madam Mary Deering Pre-
ble, widow of Commodore Ed-
ward Preble, who donated land
for the purpose at Cumber-
land Ave. and Preble St.

Her gift was made in Sep-

tember, 1850 under the condi-
tion that a chapel must be
built on the land within two
years. To comply with this
provision, the trustees of the
Portland Ministry at Large
raised $2000 by subseription to
which the Channing Circle
added $9500,
« The building was started in
the spring of 1851 and was
completed in October of that
year, Named in honor of Ma-
dam Preble, it was dedicated
completely free from debt on
Oct. 29, 1851.

The architect and bullder of
the Preble Chapel was James
Kirby, a Portland carpenter of
whom little is known. In a
booklet on the dedication of
the building, the comment was
made that “he faithfully and

promptly fulfilled his contract.”

At the time that Kirby de-
signed the church, he adver-
tised in the Portland directory
with C. K. Kirby who went to
Boston about 1852 and drew the
plans for the Boston Public
Library on Bolyston §&t. in
1857, James Kirby stayed In
Portland until at least 1856.

The chapel which he cre-
ated was typical of a group of
modest, wooden, Gothie
Revival churches that ap-
peared in America during the
18508, Many of these were in-
spired by plans of Richard
Upjohn, an important archi-
tect of the time,

The basement of the building
consisted of one spacious room
for the evening school. Over

this was the chapel, 50 by 34|

feet, open to the roof and
divided into 54 pews.

On each side of the passage
into the chapel was a room.
one for the minister and the
other for the ladies of the
church, These were connected
to the chapel on one side by
folding doors,

The Rev. Willlam H. Hadley
resigned as Portland's minis-
ter at large in 1856 and was
followed by the Rev. Oliver P.
Tuckerman who died in service
in 1868.

Then the Rev. William T.
Phelen was invited to the pul-
pit. During his ministry, the
Preble Chapel underwent its
first renovation which cost
£3,000.

] .The exterior was painted a

. John Howard Stevens.

ice and was replaced by the|i!

Rev, Arthur G, Pettengill. In
1924 his ideas for a $10,000
remodeling and enlarging of
the chapel were carried out by
architects John Calvin and

Two major changes were the
addition on the rear and the
stuccoing of the whole struc-
ture which covered over the
Gothie Revival board-and-bat-
ten walls,

The Rev. Pettengill died
1935 and his wife took his
place until 1947. A year later
the present minister, Rev. Ar-
thur N. Moore, was called to
the Preble Chapel.

The Rev. Moore soon found
that his time was taken up
with serving the chapel's regu.
lar congregation and what
activities remained from the
old Portland Ministry at Large
had to be suspended. However,
the spirit of the Ministry sur-
vives, for over the yvears the Rev.
Moore has assumed a number
of projects which have gone
beyond the bounds of hig par-
ish.

Although the Preble Cha-
pel has been renovated twice,
it retains its Gothie Revival
feeling on the interior. The
main structure is still open to
the roof, has original windows
and some original doors and
wnodwork, The pulpit and two
lovely empire chairs near it
have probably been in the
church since it was built,

Yet the 1924 stuccoing of the
exterior is regrettable, and one
would hope that the white plas-
ter may e day be removed
so that the Preble Chapel
could be restored to its true
architectural character.

in| %

U. 8. Navry Photo
Gene Klebe

Arthur Hahn Laurence Sisson

By JOHN R. THORNON

Judges for the Second Annual Channel Six Portland
Sidewalk Art Festival have been announced. The event
will take place Aug. 10,

Gene Klebe of Bristol, Eugene Sisson of Boothbav
Harbor, and Arthur Hahn, art director of WCSH-TV. will
form the jury. They will be responsible for selecting all
award winners, and will be out viewing on Congress Street
and Free Street bright and early on the 19th so their
selections can be announced in the morning.

After the award checks have been given to the al tists,
nonwinning paintings can then be released for sale to
the publie.

Chairman of the Maine Art Commissiors, and a mem-
ber of the state Commission for Arts and Humanities.
Klebe is an internationally famous artist, whose paintings
for the Navy are known to millions,

Selected by the U. 8. Navy to paint the Navy's activi-
tles in the Antarctic, and its projects in Vietnam and the
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On Sunday, Oct. 24, the 125th anniversary of the
founding of Preble will be observed at the Chapel
with an open house at 5:30 p.m., lolb'ldbylmi«ai
worship at 7 p.m.
ucting the service will be the host . Rev,
Arthur N. Moore, minister emeritus Rev, Wilburn B.
Miller, Rev. Richard Hasty, minister of the First Parish
Church, and Rev. Vincent B. Silliman, minister of the
Yarmouth Universalist Church.

Preble chapel was built in 1850 on land given by
Mary Deering Preble, wife of Commodore Edward
Preble, father of the American Navy,

Foundation of the chapel was an offshoot of historic
First Parish Church and was started by the Portland
Ministry at Large of the Unitarian denomination.

The idea of establishing the chapel began in 1847
when the Rev. Ichabod Nichols, D.D., decided to
establish a ministry-at-large and received the support of
First Parish Church and Park Street Church (now Holy
Trinity Hellenic Orthodox Church.)

At first, the minister held services in rooms in
Monument Square (Market Square) in the old City Hall
building. It was at this time that Commodore Preble's
wife donated the land at Cumberland Avenue and Preble
Street,

Mary Deering Preble was a rather elderly woman at
the time. She was the daughter of Nathaniel Deering, a
well known shipbuilder of the town which in his day was
called Falmouth.

At the suggestion of the Rev. Ichabod Nichols, pastor
of the First Parish Church, action was taken in the 1840’s
‘by the city’s two Unitarian societies to found and support
a Portland ministry-at-large. To this end, the Channin
Circle, a group of First Parish Women, held a fair whlcﬁ
raised $500, and approximately the same sum was
contributed by the men of the church. :

In April, 1849, the Rev. William Hadley, a Union
College graduate, started his work as Portland’s
minister at large. He immediately opened a Sunday
School in the Merchant’'s Exchange at Middle and Ex-
change Streets. By August, Hadley's school numbered
170 children from the city’s poorest families. It was

&
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necessary to nind ciothing tor many of them before they
were fit enough to be enrolled.

Besides these programs, Hadley held Christian
services for those having no other church. These took
place in the Exchange and the Old City Hall in Monument
Square.

However, the inconvenience of operating in public

llif:i‘n was considered great enough to merit a special
g.

The problem was explained to Mary Deering Preble
who donated land for the purpose at Cumberland Avenue
and Preble Street. Her gift was made in September, 1850
under the conditions that a chapel must be built on the
land within two years. To comply with this provision, the
trustees of the Portland Ministry at Large raised $500 by

+subscription to match the Channing Circle $500.

The building was started in the spring of 1851 and
was finished in October of that year. Named in honor of
Mrs. Preble, it was dedicated completely free from debt
on October 29, 1851.

The architect and builder of the Preble Chapel was
James Kirby, a Portland carpenter of whom little is
known. In a booklet on the dedicationof the building, the
comment was made that “‘he faithfully and promptly
fulfilled his contract.”

The Rev. William H. Hadley resigned as Portland’s
minister-at-large in 1856 and was followed by the Rev.
Oliver P. Tuckerman who died in service in 1868.

Then the Rev. William T. Phelan was invited to the
pulrit. During his ministry, the Preble Chapel underwent
its first renovation which cost $3,000.

The exterior was painted a light shade instead of its
original dark olive color. Some doors were changed, new
floors were laid and the pews were taken out.

The Rev. Phelan resigned in 1904 after 36 years of
service and was replaced by the Rev. Arthur G. Pet-
tengill. In 1924 his ideas for a $10,000 remodeling and
enlarging of the chapel were carried out by architects
John Calvin and John Howard Stevens. Two major
changes were the addition on the rear and stuccoing of
the whole structure which covered over the Gothic
Revival board-and-batten walls.
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The Rev. Pettengill died in 1935 and his wife took his
place until 1947. During Rev. Bertha Pettengill's service
pews were once again installed in the chapel.

In 1948 Rev. Arthur N. Moore was called to the

Preble Chapel.
The spirit of the Portland Ministry at Large still

survives, for over the vyearsythe Rev. Moore has
assumed a number of projects Jhich have gone beyond
the bounds of this parish.

Although the Preble Chapel has been renovated
twice, it retains its Gothic Revival feeling on the interior.
The main structure is still open to the roof, has original
windows and some original doors and woodwork. The
pulpit and two lovely empire chairs near it have probably
been in the church since it was built.

The 1924 stuccoing of the exterior is regrettable, and
one would hope that the white plaster may some day be
removed so that the Preble Chapel could be restored to
its true architctural character.

In the first 75 years of its history Preble Chapel had
only four ministers; the Rev. William Tait Phelan who
served 36 years and the Rev. A.G. Pettengill who began
his ministry at the church in 1905.

The church was incorporated with by-laws and
election of officers on January 16, 1921. In March. 1960
the membership voted to merge the American Unitarian
Association with the Universalist Church of America.

A rare "Vinegar Bible'’, so-called because of the
vinegar misprint in the parable of the vineyard, is one of
20 existing volumes of the Bible which was printed in
England in 1717. It was used in the pulpit of Preble
Chapel for 100 years without fanfare. But in recent years
it has been kept in a vault at First Parish Church and is
owned by the Ministry at Large. Still ina remarkable
state of preservation after 248 years, the Bible has &’
hand-tooled morocco cover. A careless printer caused
the mistake which gave the Bible its colorful name. It is
believed to be the only Bible of its kind in Maine. It was
given to the church by Mrs. Joh##(Lucy Oxnard) Fox. It
is believed to have been used by Thomas Oxard, lay
reader of the Unitarian Society formed here in 1792 when
the Congregational churches split throughout New
England. The flyleaf of the volume has the signature of
Edward, son of Thomas Oxnard,
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: George Rheault <george.rheault@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, Dec 17, 2025 at 12:20 PM

Subject: PDC Public Comment: Underwriting Analysis for Preble Chapel Demolition Materially Deficient
To: <edd@portlandmaine.gov>, <nmartin@portlandmaine.gov>

The PDC plan to aid in the destruction of a working class landmark in a neighborhood you don't care about in order to
address affordable housing and child-care deficits in our community and region that you yourselves have made worse
with your refusal to allow housing and child care services in your neighborhoods is bad enough.

But even worse is the fact that the financial capacity of YFO to successfully complete and maintain this multi-use project
is not even being reasonably evaluated in advance of your vote.

The underwriting memo is deficient on many levels but here are some highlights:

1. Failure to stress-test the impact of the new Portland minimum wage referendum that passed in November. The YFO
leadership is on record (SEE ATTACHMENT BELOW) noting that this will be a big deal for their organization
going forward. But the underwriting analysis is silent on this aspect.

2. No mention of the status of federal funding earmarks arranged with help from Senator Collins nor the brownfields
funding coming from the Cumberland County and City of Portland. Why are these line items not specifically called out?
Is it due to YFO not being able to access these funds for some reason OR because the underwriting analysis was rushed
and sloppy and did not take them into account appropriately and carefully?

3. YFO has ZERO EXPERIENCE managing a subsidized housing project of ANY KIND. Why then does the underwriting
analysis somehow give them credit for this? We have seen across the country, including most spectacularly in Los
Angeles, various affordable housing organizations getting into serious financial trouble due to poor management and
negligent financial stewardship.

4. YFO's relationship with the City of Portland's Public Schools "pre-kindergarten" program is not mentioned at all in the

underwriting analysis. The 2 pre-K classrooms that YFO currently operates for the City of Portland's Public Schools are to
be incorporated into the new YFO facility HOWEVER these services are only provided via one-year agreements. Why
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12/18/25, 8:17 AM City of Portland Mail - Fwd: PDC Public Comment: Underwriting Analysis for Preble Chapel Demolition Materially Deficient

did the underwriting analysis not stress-test the possibility of these pre-K contracts not being renewed and what it would
do to the YFO financial stability and operational landscape?

5. YFO's entire operation has relocated to South Portland (ironically at the site of another long-standing child-care
operation that closed a short time before YFO took over the premises). While proving that YFO does NOT need to be
located at 331 Cumberland Avenue in order to have a successful and thriving operation, this relocation also is costing
them money (both the move TO South Portland and the move BACK if and when the destruction of the Preble Chapel is
completed and a new facility built on its grave). Furthermore, there is the expense of rent, shuttle services, etc. while
YFO is based in South Portland. The impact of this relocation financially gets ZERO mention in the underwriting analysis
which is odd since YFO previously operated rent-free at the Preble Chapel site due to having inherited this facility from its
predecessor caretakers (YFO only came into being relatively recently, taking its final form in the 1990s when the Preble
Chapel Trustees decided to focus exclusively on young children and day-care services).

The PDC and YFO are exposing themselves to liability for pushing forward a brownfields funding approval on the basis of
very poor and opaque underwriting analysis and standards.

| urge the PDC to postpone decision-making on this application until a much more responsible underwriting picture can be
presented to its members. Such a picture would be done in a TRULY INDEPENDENT fashion and not beholden to
Portland City Hall officials who have been pushing for the destruction of the Preble Chapel in a multi-department initiative
for several years now with the public largely shut out of these machinations in order to make up for the housing and
childcare failures of Portland City Hall policy-makers and administrators.

.E pressherald.com-Proposed minimum wage increase detrimental to Portland Letter.pdf
87K
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Proposed minimum wage increase detrimental to
Portland | Letter

o

Child care workers deserve to earn a living wage. They educate our children during the most
critical years of development. However, the proposed minimum wage increase in Portland to
$19 by 2028 presents a serious challenge for child care. We cannot simply raise prices or
absorb additional costs. Every dollar we pay must come directly from tuition, and the families
we serve are already stretched.

This puts us in a difficult position. While we fully support higher pay for our staff, raising it
without additional public investment means the burden falls on working families. And when
child care becomes unaffordable, parents are forced to cut hours, leave jobs or make unsafe
care choices. That’s a loss for them, for employers, and for Portland’s economy.

I’d encourage voters to vote no on the minimum wage increase, and be vocal supporters of
public investment in child care.

Camelia Babson-Haley
Portland

© 2025 The Portland Press Herald
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City of Portland | Housing and Economic Development Department
Gregory P. Watson, Director City o

portland

PUBLIC MEMO
TO: President Kierston Van Soest and PDC Board Members
FROM: Nancy L. Martin, Business Programs Manager
CC: Greg Watson, Director, Housing and Economic Development Department
DATE: December 18, 2025
RE: Discussion and possible action regarding loan evaluation criteria
Introduction:

Several members of the PDC indicated interest in creating guidance in evaluating the public
benefit of loans presented to the committee. These members met on December 9th and identified
a possible means to evaluate loans based on several guidelines that focus on jobs, geographic
location, and alignment with City and State strategies. The question of pegging interest rates to
public benefit was also discussed.

Recommendation:

Staff recommend discussion and a possible vote to adopt a trial period of six months in which
the attached criteria are evaluated with every proposed loan, and after that point revisiting the
issue of interest rate setting.

Attachment:

Summary of December 9th meeting on loan evaluation criteria

389 Congress Street, Portland, ME 04101 — www.portlandmaine.gov — (207) 874-8683
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Summary of December 9th meeting on loan evaluation criteria

Present: Beverly Werber, Jon Berg, David McLaughlin, Scott Kleiman, Nate Henry, Greg
Watson, and Nancy Martin
Summary: Discussion centered on how to evaluate public benefits of loans presented to the
committee, and also how to set interest rates. Decided to create a procedure in which these 3 key
focus areas are included in all loans presented to the PDC:

1. Jobs (retained, created, wages, and benefits)

2. Priority location (as identified in Portland’s Comprehensive Plan)

3. Alignment with City and State strategies such as City and State Economic Development
Strategies and the City Council's priorities of Climate Change, DEI, Affordable Housing;
as well as Industry (ie commercial waterfront or biotechnology, versus payday lending or
dollar store)

The subcommittee agreed it would be best to see how this approach goes for a set period, before
addressing whether to set interest rates based on these focus areas.

Proposed matrix compiled by staff after the meeting to include in every proposed loan:
Focus Area 1: Jobs
How many jobs retained?
How many new jobs created?
Employee benefits provided?
4= Both health and PTO
3= Health Care
2= Paid Time Off
1=Self-employed
0 = None
Employee wages (staff requests additional guidance on this)
4 = above $30 per hour
3 =820 to $29.99
2 = § above min wage and below $20
1 = current min. wage (as of 1/1/26, $16.75)
Focus Area 2: Priority Location
(ie Waterfront, Downtown, Bayside, transit nodes)
I-Yes
0=No
Focus Area 3: Strategic alignment

Alignment with City/State priorities and strategies, including Council Common Goals
I-Yes
0=No

TOTAL Public Benefit Score:
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Portland Development Corporation
Preliminary Draft Operating

Report FY2026
For Month Ending
11/30/2025
Operating transfer from EDF 42,352
Total Funds Available 42,352
Current Year to Percent
FY2026 Expenditures Budget Month Date of Budget| | Balance
Administrative Services $11,505 $0 10,395 90.4% 1,110
Postage $200 $32 132 65.8% 68
Travel, Training, Meetings $9,000 $8,153 8,153 90.6% 847
Contractual Services $8,000 $0 2,178 27.2% 5,822
Operating Transfer to Fin. $9,647 $0 0 0.0% 9,647
Advertising $2,500 $0 0 0.0% 2,500
Auto Expense Reimb. $100 $0 0 0.0% 100
Printing & Binding $650 $105 490 75.4% 160
Office Supplies $750 $0 0 0.0% 750
Total FY2026 Expenditures | $42,352 $8,290 21,348 50.4% 21,004
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(Preliminary and Subject to Change)

FY2026 PDC CASH MANAGEMENT REPORT/Non-Brownfield Program

UDAG CIP CIP FAME FAME SSBCI TOTAL
Period Ending: 11/30/2025 27 272 274 277 279
Unrestricted Loans/Grants Restricted Unrestricted REDLP
Beginning Balance 313,854 378,861 186,269 741,056 2,998 1,623,038
Additions  th Date No Updated MTD YTD MTD YTD MTD YTD MTD YTD MTD YTD
Principal payments received 4,479 74,838 3,336 50,930 0 41,731 8,433 170,490 - 48,924
Interest payments received from loans 3,087 55,898 67 1,409 1,000 7,001 8,528 97,239 338 56,266
Interest Income 1,035 10,577 1,414 14,897 699 7,861 2,708 24,864 2 18,826
Other Income/Adjustments - - - - -
Pass Through From FAME/SSCBI - = = - -
Deductions
FAME Annual Admin. Fee; Invoices
Disbursements - Expenses (122,762) (2,507)
Disbursements - Loans/Grants
Ending Cash Balance (Munis) 199,692 383,679 187,969 758,217 3,337 1,532,894
Less Reserves for: Loans
Beautification Program (EC0301)
Transfers not yet recorded (UDAG Int) (55,898)
Adjusted Ending Cash Balance 143,794 383,679 187,969 758,217 3,337 1,476,996
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(Preliminary and Subject to Change)

FY2025 PDC CASH MANAGEMENT REPORT - BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

Brownfield 1 Brownfield 2 (2016) Brownfield 3 Brownfield 10/1/2022 TOTAL
278 280 281 280 RLF
Period Ending: 11/30/2025
Unrestricted Loans/Grants Restricted/Cleanup Restricted/Assessments Restricted/Cleanup
Beginning Balance 593,314 11,096 18,140 4,391,597 5,014,147
Additions MTD YTD MTD YTD MTD YTD MTD YTD
Principal payments received 1,818 23,996 0 24,954 - -
Interest payments received from loans 1,272 7,266 0 15,307 - -
Interest Income 2,224 18,956 43 5,057 - -
Other Income/Adjustments - 11,332 -
Pass Through From FAME/SSCBI/EPA - - - -
Deductions
FAME Annual Admin. Fee; Invoices
Disbursements -Other (18,156)
Ending Cash Balance (Munis) 580,472 11,139 18,140 4,391,597 5,001,347
Less Reserves for:
Reserve For Commitments (55,396) 0 (3,736,424)
Fund 280 Reserve for Administration
Adjusted Ending Cash Balance 525,076 11,139 18,140 655,173 1,209,528

Page 35




Case ID

30124
30179
30400
30423
30514
30681

30568

30250

30062
30070
30075
30316
30400
30606

30198
30061
30127
30125
30416
30530
30536
30591
30605
30107
30086
30085
30071
30068
30527
30592
30624
30655
30654
30658
30656

30647

30649

30636

30515
30072

Portland Development Corporation
Schedule of Loans Receivable
For Month Ending November 30, 2025

----Committed/Disbursed Funds-----

Date Maturity  Original Not Yet Total Outstanding
Account No. & Name of Loan Date Loan Disb. Disb . Princ. Bal.
Portland Business Fund 271 (UDAG/Unrestricted):
Rosemont Market, Inc. 8/8/2019  9/1/2029  $150,000 0 $150,000 $52,345
Forefront Brick South, LLC 11/18/2016  12/1/2026  $100,000 $0  $100,000 $19,158
Friends and Family 3/10/2023 4/1/2027 $50,000 $0 $50,000 $20,880
Longfellow Property, LLC 6/26/2023  7/1/2030  $200,000 $0  $200,000 $192,424
Longfellow Property, LLC 5/6/2024  7/1/2031  $182,688 $0 $182,688 $175,682
Health Resonates 11/13/2025 11/1/2030  $125,000 $0  $125,000 $122,480
Sub-Total PBF (UDAG) $582,968
Portland Business Fund 272 (Restricted - CIP):
Cultivating Community 10/17/2024 11/1/2026 $80,000 $0 $80,000 $33,722
Sub-Total PBF (Bonds/CIP Restricted)
Portland Micro Capital Fund 271 (UDAG/Unrestricted):
Portland Trading Co. LLC 4/26/2013  8/1/2018 $15,000 $0 $15,000 $2,734
$2,734
Sub-Total Micro Capital Fund
Portland Business Fund Fund 274 (CIP/Unrestricted):
On Time Transportation 3/26/2018 4/1/2023 $10,000 $0 $10,000 $762
Emerson, James (C19RR[Brick Trust]) 5/21/2021 6/1/2023  $10,000 $0 $10,000 $10,000
Dos Naciones LLC 3/3/2021 3/1/2023 $5,000 $0 $5,000 $5,000
Rankin WA, LLC 2/28/2022 2/1/2024 $5,000 $0 $5,000 $1,607
AAA Rue Marchie, d/b/a Timber 3/28/2023 4/1/2028 $40,000 $0 $40,000 $33,085
Luna, LLC 3/19/2025  11/1/2032 $69,000 $0 $69,000 $69,000
Sub-Total PBF (Bonds/CIP Unrestricted) $119,454
FAME Fund 277:
Auto-Care, LLC 2/5/2016  3/1/2021 $32,500 $0 $32,500 $18,567
Forefront Brick South, LLC 11/18/2016  12/1/2026  $250,000 $0  $250,000 $46,657
Gallery Acquisition Co. Inc. 5/16/2019  6/1/2026 $75,000 $0 $75,000 $10,640
Zootility Co. 8/7/2019  9/1/2024  $150,000 $0  $150,000 $122,197
Forefront Partners I, LP 5/31/2023 5/31/2033  $200,000 $0  $200,000 $164,584
Biodiversity Research Institute 8/22/2024 10/1/3031  $250,000 $0  $250,000 $244,710
Blackbird Baking, d/b/a Two Fat Cats 10/1/2024  11/1/2031 $40,000 $0 $40,000 $36,364
Salud Studios 11/19/2024 12/1/2030  $137,500 $0  $137,500 $121,904
Lebel Holdings, LLC 3/20/2025  5/1/2035 $200,000 $0  $200,000 $197,384
Biodiversity Research Institute 3/26/2021  4/1/2026  $200,000 $0  $200,000 $167,033
Driscoll Child Dev. Center 5/5/2021  6/1/2026 $60,000 $0 $60,000 $27,499
Flores Restaurant LLC 6/9/2021  7/1/2026 $38,000 $0 $38,000 $9,369
Wynsum, LLC 11/5/2021  12/1/2026  $131,250 $0  $131,250 $118,845
688 Forest Ave., LLC 12/21/2021 1/1/2027  $168,000 $0  $168,000 $150,028
Another Round 6/5/2024  8/1/2029 $225,000 $0  $225,000 $221,567
Yardie Ting 11/14/2024  12/1/2029 $45,000 $0 $45,000 $38,122
Kehben Grier 5/1/2025  1/1/2033 $80,000 $0 $80,000 $76,762
Reo Miyake LLC 9/18/2025 11/1/2030  $100,000 $0  $100,000 $99,355
Coco Miyake LLC 9/18/2025 11/1/2030  $100,000 $0  $100,000 $99,355
Eduardos Brazillian Grill One 9/25/2025 11/1/2030 $22,500 $0 $22,500 $22,500
Maine Foot and Ankle 9/25/2025 11/1/2035 $49,999 $0 $49,999 $49,999
Sub-Total FAME $0 $2,043,440
FAME GROW ME SSBCI 279
Eduardos Brazilian Grill One 9/25/2025 11/1/2030  $22,500 $0 $22,500 $22,500
Maine Foot and Ankle 9/25/2025 11/1/2035 $50,000 $0 $50,000 $50,000
$72,500
DOWNTOWN FUND 263:
Another Round 8/22/2025 10/1/3030 $8,000 $0 $8,000 $8,000
Brownfields Loan Fund 278 and 280
Forefront Partners |, LP/Fund 280 5/31/2023 4/30/2033  $200,000 $0  $200,000 $188,725
Forefront Partners |, LP/Fund 280 4/12/2018  1/1/2032  $350,000 $0  $350,000 $298,059
Sub-Total Brownfields $486,784
Grand Total Loans $4,226,937 $0 $4,226,937 $3,349,601
Allowance for uncollectable loans at 15% $502,440
Total with Allowance for uncollectable loans: $2,847,161
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