
Legislative Committee Meeting 11­19­2018
Meeting

November 19, 2018
State of Maine Room

AGENDA

I. Call to Order
   

II. Approval of Meeting minutes
   

  a.  Approval of October 10, 2018 Minutes

 Approval of November 5, 2018 Minutes
     

III. Presentation of Staff Legislative Priorities
   

  a.  Zoning Legislative Change
  Subdivision Legislative Change

     

  b.    Amend Definition of Eligible Business Equipment for BETE Program
     

  c.    Clarifications/Changes to Marijuana Legislation
     

  d.    Update of GA Reimbursement
     

IV. Review of City Councilor Priorities and Perennial Legislative Priorities
   

 City Councilor Priorities
   Perennial Legislative Priorities

  a. City Councilor Priorities
     

  b. Perennial Legislative Priorities
     

V. Review of Reference Materials
   



  a. Reference Materials
     

VI. Adjournment
   

















On Mon, Nov 12, 2018 at 10:12 AM Justin Costa 
<jcosta@portlandmaine.gov> wrote:
Councilor,

Most of what I would suggest are general, recurring 
items that won't surprise anyone, but here are 
some priorities I would suggest:

 School Funding formula / overall funding for 
education

 Revenue sharing
 Shelter reimbursements
 GA rules more generally
 Teacher retirement costs
 State support for fire stations
 State support for any port activities (e.g. 

dredging, pier improvements)
 State support for adult ed, including workforce 

development

I'll let you know if I come up with other ideas.

~ Justin

mailto:jcosta@portlandmaine.gov


Thanks, Pious!

I'd love to see us focus on the following issues (most of which I believe are 
already under consideration):

1) Local option tax - we seem poised to finally find success with this one on 
now that we have a new governor and considering that MMA, the Mayors' 
Coalition, and our local legislative delegation have all set it as a priority. I'd 
like to make sure we are advocating for a model that will be most beneficial to 
Portland. 

2) Increased revenue sharing - same as above

3) Reforming the school funding formula to address communities like ours 
that are land rich and income average or below average

4) Bringing back Senator Chipman's bill to mandate that communities treat 
homelessness as an emergency and use GA dollars to provide housing in 
hotels or temporary housing if they don't have a shelter facility rather than 
referring people struggling with homelessness to service centers like 
Portland

5) Doing what we can to grab back a portion of marijuana taxes for 
municipalities that allow retail shops (like Portland, because we will once we 
get our zoning figured out)

6) More funding for detox beds and treatment facilities to address the opioid 
crisis

7) Along with increased revenue sharing (#2, above), it would be wonderful to 
see a revenue sharing model proposed that offers greater funding to cities 
that serve as regional service centers (i.e., Portland, Bangor) 

8) More/new credits for energy efficiency and renewables (solar power, 
geothermal heat pumps, more efficient appliances, windows, doors, 
insulation, etc.) - anything that can help us and our residents move us closer 
to our sustainability goals

Those are the things that come to me right away. Thanks so much for your 
work on the legislative committee and for getting us organized on this front. 

Best,

Belinda
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