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REMOTE AUGUST 31, 2020 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

The Portland City Council will hold a City Council Meeting remotely using Zoom. The Honorable Kate
Snyder, Mayor, will preside.

ZOOM MEETING INFORMATION:

The Portland City Council will hold a remote meeting on Monday, August 31, 2020 at 5:30
PM. This meeting will take place remotely using Zoom.

Virtual meetings are allowed using emergency legislation approved by LD 2167; 1 M.R.S.
§403-A, that authorizes cities and towns to conduct meetings online.

Allow your computer to install the free Zoom app to get the best meeting experience. If you
are not able to attend live, a recording will be uploaded to portlandmaine.gov/livestream
the next day.

For public comment, you will need to use the "raise your hand" feature. To raise your
hand via the telephone, please hit *9. You will be un-muted by the host when it is time for
public comment.

Please click the link below to join the webinar:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85692343375?pwd=WIV5eEpzaGg5eld LY VIMSEIOWUIwZz09
Passcode: 582566

Or iPhone one-tap :
US: +19292056099,,856923433754,,,,,,0#,,582566# or
+13017158592,,85692343375#,,,,,,0#,,582566#
Or Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 669 900 6833 or +1
253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799

Webinar ID: 856 9234 3375
Passcode: 582566

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85692343375?pwd=WlV5eEpzaGg5eldLYVJMSEI0WUIwZz09 Passcode: 582566
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85692343375?pwd=WlV5eEpzaGg5eldLYVJMSEI0WUIwZz09 Passcode: 582566
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85692343375?pwd=WlV5eEpzaGg5eldLYVJMSEI0WUIwZz09 Passcode: 582566
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85692343375?pwd=WlV5eEpzaGg5eldLYVJMSEI0WUIwZz09 Passcode: 582566

ROLL CALL:

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

LICENSES:

Approval of the Draft July 27, 2020 Special City Council Meeting
Approval of the Draft August 3, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting
Approval of the Draft August 10, 2020 Special City Council Meeting.

Order 49-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Allagash Brewing
Company dba Allagash Brewing Company. Application for a Combined
Entertainment License at S0 Industrial Way - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City
Manager

Allagash Brewing Company dba Allagash Brewing Company. Application for a

Combined Entertainment License at 50 Industrial Way.

Application was filed on 6/23/2020. Applicant currently holds a Brewery license with
Entertainment without Dance. Chapter 4 Sec 4-53 (2) requires a public hearing for all
initial applications for a Combined Entertainment License.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 50-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Navis LLC dba Navis
Café. Application for a Class III & IV with Outdoor Dining on Private Property at
1 Hancock Street - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

Navis LLC dba Navis Café. Application for a Class III & IV with Outdoor Dining on
Private Property at 1 Hancock Street.

Application was filed on 7/8/2020. New City and State applications.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 51-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Asian Food Truck LLC
dba Kuno. Application for a Class I FSE with Outdoor Dining on Private
Property at 166 Cumberland Avenue - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City
Manager

Asian Food Truck LLC dba Kuno. Application for a Class I FSE with Outdoor Dining
on Private Property at 166 Cumberland Avenue.

Application was filed on 7/10/2020. New City and State applications.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 52-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Bar Harbor Lobster Co
dba Bar Harbor Lobster Company. Application for a Class I FSE with Outdoor
Dining on Private Property at 113 W Commercial Street - Sponsored by Jon P.
Jennings, City Manager

Bar Harbor Lobster Co dba Bar Harbor Lobster Company. Application for a Class |
FSE with Outdoor Dining on Private Property at 113 W Commercial Street.

Application was filed on 7/13/2020. New City and State applications.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 53-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Matt’s Coffee LLC dba
Speckled Ax. Application for a Class III & IV with Outdoor Dining on Private
Property at 18 Thames Street - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

Matt’s Coffee LLC dba Speckled Ax. Application for a Class III & IV with Outdoor
Dining on Private Property at 18 Thames Street.

Application was filed on 7/13/2020. New City and State applications.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 54-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of JoLa Functions LLC
dba Jones Landing. Application for a Combined Entertainment License at 6
Welch Street - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

JoLa Functions LLC dba Jones Landing. Application for a Combined Entertainment
License at 6 Welch Street.

Application was filed on 4/3/2020. Applicant currently holds a Class A Lounge license
with Entertainment with Dance. Chapter 4 Sec 4-53 (2) requires a public hearing for all
initial applications for a Combined Entertainment License.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 55-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of The Whiskey Barrel
LLC dba The Yard. Application for a Combined Entertainment License at 82
Hanover Street - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

The Whiskey Barrel LLC dba The Yard. Application for a Combined Entertainment
License at 82 Hanover Street.

Application was filed on 6/16/2020. Applicant currently holds a Class XI FSE with
Entertainment with Dance and Outdoor Dining on Private Property. Chapter 4 Sec 4-53
(2) requires a public hearing for all initial applications for a Combined Entertainment
License.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 56-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Illmadic LLC dba
Portland Zoo. Application for a Combined Entertainment License at 41 Fox Street
- Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

[llmadic LLC dba Portland Zoo. Application for a Combined Entertainment License at
41 Fox Street.

Application was filed on 3/11/2020. Applicant currently holds a Class A Lounge license
with Indoor Entertainment and Outdoor Dining on Private Property. Chapter 4 Sec 4-53
(2) requires a public hearing for all initial applications for a Combined Entertainment
License.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 57-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers Approval of Tangible Alchemy dba
Urban Farm Fermentory. Application for a Combined Entertainment License at
200 Anderson Street - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

Tangible Alchemy dba Urban Farm Fermentory. Application for a Combined
Entertainment License at 200 Anderson Street.

Application was filed on 7/10/2020. Applicant currently holds a
Brewery/Winery/Distillery on Premise Consumption with Entertainment with Dance and
Outdoor Dining on Private Property. Chapter 4 Sec 4-53 (2) requires a public hearing
for all initial applications for a Combined Entertainment License.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 58-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Forefront Brick South
LLC dba Forefront Brick South Catering Co. Application for a Combined
Entertainment License 8 Thompson’s Point Road - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings,
City Manager

Forefront Brick South LLC dba Forefront Brick South Catering Co. Application for a
Combined Entertainment License 8 Thompson’s Point Road.

Application was filed on 7/27/2020. Applicant currently holds a Qualified Caterer
license with Entertainment with Dance and Outdoor Dining on Private Property.
Chapter 4 Sec 4-53 (2) requires a public hearing for all initial applications for a
Combined Entertainment License.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 59-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Forefront Brick South
LLC dba Forefront Events. Application for an Outdoor Entertainment License 10
Thompson’s Point Road - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

Forefront Brick South LLC dba Forefront Events. Application for an Outdoor
Entertainment License 10 Thompson’s Point Road.

Application was filed on 7/27/2020. Chapter 4 Sec 4-53 (2) requires a public hearing
for all initial applications for an Outdoor Entertainment License.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 60-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Forefront Brick South
LLC dba Halo at the Point. Application for a Combined Entertainment License 4
Thompson’s Point Road - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

Forefront Brick South LLC dba Halo at the Point. Application for a Combined
Entertainment License 4 Thompson’s Point Road.

Application was filed on 7/27/2020. Chapter 4 Sec 4-53 (2) requires a public hearing
for all initial applications for a Combined Entertainment License.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 61-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Press Hotel LLC dba
The Press Hotel. Application for a Class IA Inn with Indoor Entertainment at 119
Exchange Street - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

Press Hotel LLC dba The Press Hotel. Application for a Class IA Inn with Indoor
Entertainment at 119 Exchange Street.

Application was filed on 8/23/2020. New City and State application. This is a change
in ownership of an existing business.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 62-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Banded Brewing
Company dba Banded Brewing Company. Application for a Brewery with
Outdoor Dining on Private Property at 82 Hanover Street - Sponsored by Jon P.
Jennings, City Manager

Banded Brewing Company dba Banded Brewing Company. Application for a Brewery
with Outdoor Dining on Private Property at 82 Hanover Street.

Application was filed on 8/13/2020. New City applications.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 63-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Island Operations LLC
dba Inn on Peaks Island. Application for a Combined Entertainment License at
33 Island Avenue - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City Manager

Island Operations LLC dba Inn on Peaks Island. Application for a Combined

Entertainment License at 33 Island Avenue.

Application was filed on 7/14/2020. Applicant currently holds a Class I FSE license
with Entertainment with Dance. Chapter 4 Sec 4-53 (2) requires a public hearing for all
initial applications for a Combined Entertainment License.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 64-20/21 Granting Municipal Officers' Approval of Newscapes Brewing Inc.
dba Newscapes Brewing Inc. Application for a Tavern Class IV with Outside
Dining on Private Property at 163 Washington Avenue - Sponsored by Jon P.
Jennings, City Manager

Newscapes Brewing Inc. dba Newscapes Brewing Inc. Application for a Tavern Class
IV with Outside Dining on Private Property at 163 Washington Avenue.

Application was filed on 7/9/2020. New City and State application.

Jeffrey Curran has submitted this application for a Tavern (Class V) liquor license for
his property at 163 Washington Avenue. That application is before you with a
recommendation not to approve by the Zoning Administrator, on the grounds that a
tavern is not permitted in the B-1 Zone where the property in question is.

The memo from Attorney Anne Torregrossa in the back up material outlines the
Council’s powers with respect to granting or denying a liquor license and provides the
relevant ordinance and statutory provisions. Also attached is an older memo by Gary
Wood, former Corporation Counsel, outlining the process for hearing disputed liquor
license applications.

Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

6:00 P.M. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:

COMMUNICATIONS:

Com 3-20/21 Re: Charter Commission Election - Sponsored by Katherine L. Jones,
City Clerk

This Communication from City Clerk Katherine L. Jones gives a brief overview of the
costs for the Charter Commission Election and the timeline for Nomination Papers.

As a communication this item requires no public comment or formal Council action.



RESOLUTIONS:

Com 4-20/21 Re: Update to City Council Regarding Net Energy Billing
Agreements with Solar Developers - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings

On February 19, 2020 the City Council authorized the City Manager to execute
agreements will solar developers participating in a consortium of large electricity users
to purchase net energy bill credits from renewable energy projects to be developed
following changes to Maine's solar energy legislation. This communication updates the
City Council on the outcome

As a Communication this item requires no public comment or formal Council action.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Order 11-20/21 of Discontinuance of a Portion of Emery Street - Sponsored by the
Economic Development Committee, Councilor Justin Costa, Chair

The Economic Development Committee met on May 27, 2020 and voted 3-0 (with
Councilor Thibodeau recusing himself due to a conflict) to forward this to the City
Council for approval.

The process for discontinuing this portion of Emery Street is dictated by state statute.
On July 13, 2020, the Council voted in support of discontinuance, and the Order of
Discontinuance was posted in the Clerk’s Office and a Notice of Order of
Discontinuance was sent to abutter.

A public hearing was held on August 3, 2020 meeting, and a final vote on Order of
Discontinuance is now requested.

This discontinuance is contemplated in the land exchange agreement with J.B. Brown &
Sons approved by the Council on June 15, 2020. If approved, ownership of the portion
of Emery Street that will be discontinued will revert to the abutter, J.B. Brown & Sons,
and be incorporated into its development and construction of the Veteran’s
Administration (VA) facility with parking garage. Time is of the essence with respect to
the construction of that project.

No public comment will be taken given that the public hearing required under state
statute was held on this item on August 3, 2020. Five affirmative votes are required for
passage.



Order 21-20/21 Designating the 577 Washington Avenue Affordable Housing
District and Tax Increment Financing District and Adopting the Municipal
Development Program for the District - Sponsored by the Housing Committee,
Councilor Jill C. Duson, Chair, and the Economic Development Committee,
Councilor Justin Costa, Chair.

During a meeting held on May 27, 2020, the Economic Development Committee voted
(4-0) to forward this item to the City Council with a recommendation for passage.

Portland Housing Development Corporation (PHCD) is proposing to rehabilitate 100
units of public housing serving seniors and persons with disabilities at 577 Washington
Avenue (Washington Gardens) to a project-based voucher funding platform. PHDC is
requesting financial assistance from the City in the form of an Affordable Housing Tax
Increment Financing District (AHTIF) and Credit Enhancement Agreement (CEA) to
assist with the cost of construction of the project.

The development district will include 100 units of low income housing within 15 two-
story residential buildings. There are currently sixty (60) studio, thirty-six (36) one-
bedroom, and four (4) two-bedroom units. Sixty percent (60%) or sixty (60) of the units
will be available to households earning 50% of the area median income. Forty percent
(40%) or forty (40) of the units will be available to households earning 60% of the area
median income. The units will have affordability restrictions through the Affordable
Housing TIF Program.

PHDC has requested three forms of financial assistance including $400,000 from the
Affordable Housing Development Program, $184,150 received through the CDBG
Program and AHTIF.

If approved, the AHTIF would be provided through a CEA at 75% of the increased
taxable value, currently estimated at a 30-year annual average of $190,500 with an
estimated total of $5,714,987 in captured revenue returned to the developer to off-set
project operating costs. The remaining increased taxable value, currently estimated at a
30-year annual average of $63,500 with an estimated total of $1,904,996, will be general
fund revenue.

The proposed project will be taxable, with an estimated annual assessment of $7.9
million and estimated annual tax of $184,149 at the current FY20 millage rate.

This project has received 9% Low Income Housing Tax Credit and tax-exempt debt
from MaineHousing.

This item must be read on two separate days. On July 13, 2020, this item was postponed
to August 31, 2020 to allow for the review of recent changes to the project proforma.
Staff is requesting that this item be postponed to September 9, 2020. Five affirmative
votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 22-20/21 Approving and Authorizing the City Manager to Enter Into the
Credit Enhancement Agreement with Washington Gardens LP RE: 577
Washington Avenue. - Sponsored by the Housing Committee, Councilor Jill C.
Duson, Chair and the Economic Development Committee, Councilor Justin Costa,
Chair

During a meeting held on May 27, 2020, the Economic Development Committee (4-0)
voted to forward this item to the City Council with a recommendation for passage.

This is a companion order to Order 21-20/21 above.

This item must be read on two separate days. On July 13, 2020, this item was postponed
to August 31, 2020 to allow for the review of recent changes to the project proforma.
Staff is requesting that this item be postponed to September 9, 2020. Five affirmative
votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 25-20/21 Appropriating $400,000 in HOME Investment Partnership
Program Funds to Washington Gardens, LP RE: 577 Washington Avenue -
Sponsored by the Housing Committee, Councilor Jill C. Duson, Chair.

The Housing Committee met on June 10, 2020 and voted unanimously (3 - 0) to forward
this item to the City Council with a recommendation for passage.

Portland Housing Development Corporation (PHDC) is proposing to rehabilitate 100
units of public housing serving seniors and persons with disabilities at 577 Washington
Avenue (Washington Gardens).

PHDC has requested three forms of financial assistance including $400,000 from the
Affordable Housing Development Program, $184,150 from the CDBG Program
(approved by the City Council in May, 2020) and an Affordable Housing Tax Increment
Financing request being considered separately under Orders 21 - 20/21.

Total HOME request of $400,000/unit = $4,000
Total HOME request of $400,000/affordable unit = $4,000

There are currently 60 studios, 36 one-bedroom, and 4 two-bedroom units. 60% or 60 of
the units will be available to households earning 50% of the area median income (AMI).
40% or 40 of the units will be available to households earning 60% AMI.

This project has received 9% Low Income Housing Tax Credit and tax-exempt debt
from Maine Housing.

This item must be read on two separate days. On July 13, 2020, this item was postponed
to August 31, 2020 to allow for the review of recent changes to the project proforma.
Staff is requesting that this item be postponed to September 9, 2020. Five affirmative
votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 37-20/21 Setting an Election Date on Citizen Initiative Amendment to the
Portland City Code Chapter 33 Re: An Act to Increase Minimum Wage in
Portland - Sponsored by Katherine L. Jones, City Clerk

This item sets an election date for a Citizen Initiative that increases the Portland
minimum wage. It also allows the use of a summary on the ballot, pursuant to Chapter 9
of the Portland City Code Sec. 9-41. Staff is recommending that the summary language
be used for the ballot.

This item must be read on two separate days. It was given a first reading on August 3,
2020. Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 38-20/21 Setting Election Date on a Citizen Initiative Amendment to the
Portland City Code Chapter 17 Re: An Act to Ban Facial Surveillance by Public
Officials in Portland - Sponsored by Katherine L. Jones, City Clerk

This item sets an election date for a Citizen Initiative called An Act to Ban Facial
Surveillance in Portland. It also allows the use of a summary on the ballot, pursuant to
Chapter 9 of the Portland City Code Sec. 9-41. Staff is recommending that the summary
language be used for the ballot.

This item must be read on two separate days. It was given a first reading on August 3,
2020. Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 39-20/21 Setting Election Date on a Citizen Initiative Amendment to the
Portland City Code Chapter 2 Re: An Act to Implement a Green New Deal for
Portland - Sponsored by Katherine L. Jones, City Clerk

This item sets an election date for a Citizen Initiative called An Act to Implement a
Green New Deal in Portland. It also allows the use of a summary on the ballot, pursuant
to Chapter 9 of the Portland City Code Sec. 9-41. Staff is recommending that the
summary language be used for the ballot.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on August 3,
2020. Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 40-20/21 Setting Election Date on a Citizen Initiative Amendment to the
Portland City Code Chapter 6 Re: An Act to Protect Tenants - Sponsored by
Katherine L. Jones, City Clerk

This item sets an election date for a Citizen Initiative called An Act to Protect Tenants.
It also allows the use of a summary on the ballot, pursuant to Chapter 9 of the Portland
City Code Sec. 9-41. Staff is recommending that the summary language be used for the
ballot.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on August 3,
2020. Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 41-20/21 Setting Election Date on a Citizen Initiative Amendment to the
Portland City Code Chapter 6 Re: An Act to Restrict Short Term Rentals in
Portland - Sponsored by Katherine L. Jones, City Clerk

This item sets an election date for a Citizen Initiative called An Act to Restrict Short
Term Rentals in Portland. It also allows the use of a summary on the ballot, pursuant to
Chapter 9 of the Portland City Code Sec. 9-41. Staff is recommending that the summary
language be used for the ballot.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on August 3,
2020. Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 42-20/21 Setting Election Date on Citizen Initiative Amendment to the
Portland City Code Chapter 35 Re: No Cannabis Cap Campaign - Sponsored by
Katherine L. Jones, City Clerk

This item sets an election date for a Citizen Initiative called No Cannabis Cap
Campaign. It also allows the use of a summary on the ballot, pursuant to Chapter 9 of
the Portland City Code Sec. 9-41. Staff is recommending that the summary language be
used for the ballot.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on August 3,
2020. Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 43-20/21 Accepting and Appropriating up to $50,000 in Donations for the
Andrews Square Realignment Project - Sponsored by Jon P. Jennings, City
Manager

This item accepts and appropriates donations of up to $50,000 for Andrews Square
realignment project. The Department of Public Works (DPW) has received Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP) funding for an intersection realignment project at Andrews
Square (intersection of Clark Street, Pine Street, West Street). Various residents of the
Andrews Square neighborhood and members of the West End Neighborhood
Association are donating private funds to incorporate various landscaping/hardscaping
features into the project. This funding would supplement city CIP funding, as well as a
$20,000 Caring Community Grant from Maine Medical Center, for these landscaping
and hardscaping improvements (plantings, landscape lighting, benches, hardscape
material for crosswalks). The private funding group has been working in concert with
staff in the Department of Public Works.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on August 3,
2020. Five affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 44-20/21 Amendment to Portland City Code Chapter 14 Re: Zoning
Addition to the B-7 Mixed Development District Zone - Sponsored by the Portland
Planning Board, Brandon Mazer, Chair

At a public hearing on June 9, 2020, the Planning Board unanimously found (7-0) that a
proposed zoning text amendment to Division 17 Section 14-295 of the City’s Land Use

Code (adding veterinary hospitals and clinics without outdoor kennels as permitted uses
within the B-7 zone) is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the City of Portland.
The Planning Board recommended this action to the City Council.

Earle W. Noyes & Son, Inc., seeks a zoning text amendment to allow a prospective
tenant to site their veterinary practice at 191 Marginal Way, which is zoned B-7 mixed
development district. The proposed text amendment would add veterinary hospitals and
clinics (provided there is no outdoor kennel) as permitted uses to the B-7 zone.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on August 3,
2020. Staff is requesting that this item be postponed to September 9, 2020. Five
affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

Order 45-20/21 Amendment to Chapter S Re: Restricting Off-Leash Dogs in
Baxter Woods - Sponsored by the Sustainability and Transportation Committee,
Councilor Spencer Thibodeau, Chair

The Sustainability and Transportation Committee voted 3-0 in support of the
recommendation on February 26, 2020.

The Parks, Recreation, and Facilities Department is recommending that the City Council
amend Chapter 5 of the City’s Code of Ordinances in order to place new restrictions on
the presence of off-leash dogs in Baxter Woods. Currently, Chapter 5 of the City’s Code
permits dogs to be off-leash in Baxter Woods so long as they are under voice control.
The proposal seeks to impose limited restrictions on the presence of off-leash dogs in
Baxter Woods in order to better fulfill the City’s charge to maintain Baxter Woods as a
bird sanctuary and to address public safety concerns.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on August 3,
2020. Staff is requesting that this item be postponed to October 5, 2020. Five
affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.



Order 46-20/21 Amendment to Portland City Code Chapter 12 Re: Repeal of
Single-use Carry-out Bag Ordinance - Sponsored by the Traffic and Sustainability
Committee, Councilor Spencer Thibodeau, Chair

The Sustainability and Transportation Committee met on February 26, 2020 and voted
2-1 to recommend this item for passage by the City Council.

In July, 2019, Governor Janet Mills signed a new state law banning the distribution of
plastic shopping bags in Maine. The new law has a provision that preempts local
ordinances regulating plastic bags and gives the State of Maine the sole authority to do
so. Corporation Counsel recommends the City Council repeal Portland's bag ordinance
because the State's action nullifies it.

This item must be read on two separate days. It received its first reading on August 3,
2020. Staff is requesting that this item be postponed to October 19, 2020. Five
affirmative votes are required for passage after public comment.

CITIZEN INITIATIVE ALTERNATE SUMMARIES

Councilor Ray's proposed alternate summaries for the Citizen Initiative
Referendum Questions.



