
City of Portland, Maine

Remote Racial Equity Steering Committee

March 25, 2021

Virtual meetings are allowed using emergency legislation approved by LD 
2167; 1 M.R.S. §403A, that authorizes cities and towns to conduct meetings 
online.
Allow your computer to install the free Zoom app to get the best meeting 
experience. If you are not able to attend live, a recording will be uploaded to 
portlandmaine.gov/livestream the next day. 
For public comment, you will need to use the "raise your hand" feature. To 
raise your hand via the telephone, please hit *9. You will be unmuted by the 
host when it is time for public comment.

I. ZOOM INFORMATION:
   
     

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83062619858?pwd=Qk1jemhUbnlwNEtUWFhQT0dxZ3ZlQT09
Passcode: 193527
Or One tap mobile :
US: +13126266799,,83062619858#,,,,*193527# or +19292056099,,83062619858#,,,,*193527#
Or Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 669 900 
6833 or +1 253 215 8782
Webinar ID: 830 6261 9858
Passcode: 193527
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd7xf4Uyx1
   

 
   

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes
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portlandmaine.gov/livestream
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83062619858?pwd=Qk1jemhUbnlwNEtUWFhQT0dxZ3ZlQT09
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  a. March 18, 2021 Meeting Minutes
III. Presentation by Homeless Voices for Justice and Pine Tree Legal
IV. Discussion of proposal for equitable housing
  a. Housing Proposal
V. Planning future meetings & adjourn
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Date: March 18, 2021
Attending: Ali Abdul, Suheir Alaskari, Kate Knox, Lado Ladoka, Merita McKenzie, Peter 

O’Donnell, Louis Pickens, Jonathan Sahrbeck, Pious Ali (Co Chair), Lelia DeAndrade 
(Co-Chair); Samaa Abdurraqib (Facilitator) 

Minutes from March 11 approved

Meeting Overview
 Update on Mid-Atlantic Consulting Group
 Review Proposal from Ali and Alaskari

 Homeless Voices for Justice will attend next week

Discussion: Review of Alaskari’ s proposals
1. Recommendation- Work with the zoning administration to change and adapt Portland street 

names to represent Portland’s diverse communities and be racially sensitive. Committee 
noted that it is important to remove racist historical monuments because those representations 
in public spaces are re-injuring.  Unanimous approval

2. Engage local artists in creating a wall with all racist crime victims in modern history. 
Friendly amendment offered to specify that Creative Portland and Portland Arts Commission 
should collaborate with local BIPOC artists. Note that these need not be representations of a 
single person, but something symbolic. Unanimous approval

3. Recommend that the city collect data about BIPOC owned businesses. Develop a partnership 
with the Office of Economic Opportunity, community banks and the local chamber to 
develop intensive training, and how to survive in COVID. Agree to amend the proposals to 
evaluate the challenges that BIPOC businesses owners face and develop policies, strategies 
and support, including access to capital and other resources, to help address these challenges, 
as well as thrive and survive. Unanimous approval

4. Recommendation that the city adapts a Cahoots-like model, with an overall goal of reducing 
arrests.  Create a ‘third option’, other than hospitals and jails, to provide care for people in 
crisis. This should be a nonprofit owned or administered facility.  Sahrbeck noted that the 
Portland Police have added a community response staff and the city is developing an 
emergency facility that is a similar model. Unanimous approval

Discussion of Ali’s proposal
Knox and Ali explained that this document is meant to be bold and visionary. Committee discussed 
the vision and possible interpretations of various aspects of the recommendation.  We agreed that Ali 
and Knox will review and we will continue conversation next week. 

Adjourned 6:25
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