
CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP
MEETING TO BE HELD REMOTELY

July 26, 2021
4:30 PM

Virtual meetings are allowed using emergency legislation approved by LD 2167; 1 M.R.S. 
§403A, that authorizes cities and towns to conduct meetings online. Allow your computer to 

install the free Zoom app to get the best meeting experience. If you are not able to attend 
live, a recording will be uploaded to portlandmaine.gov/livestream the next day. For public 

comment, you will need to use the "raise your hand" feature. To raise your hand via the 
telephone, please hit *9. You will be unmuted by the host when it is time for public 

comment.
ZOOM INFORMATION:
 

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83079174053?pwd=TWhWNTl6cU9VaGk5WDl5Wk5tK3J3UT09
Passcode: 508567
Or One tap mobile :
US: +13126266799,,83079174053#,,,,*508567# or +19292056099,,83079174053#,,,,*508567#
Or Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 669 
900 6833 or +1 253 215 8782
Webinar ID: 830 7917 4053
Passcode: 508567
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kIMfv0Kca

  

 
  

AGENDA ITEMS:
 

 City Council Discussion: Shelter Referendum Question
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portlandmaine.gov/livestream
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83079174053?pwd=TWhWNTl6cU9VaGk5WDl5Wk5tK3J3UT09


EXECUTIVE SESSION:
 

The City Council will go into Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S. 
section 405(6)(E) to consult with its attorney regarding the City's legal 
rights and duties concerning the small shelter referendum question.
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KATE SNYDER (MAYOR)
BELINDA S. RAY (1)
SPENCER R. THIBODEAU (2)
TAE Y. CHONG (3)
ANDREW ZARRO (4)

CITY OF PORTLAND
IN THE CITY COUNCIL

MARK DION (5)
APRIL D. FOURNIER(A/L)

PIOUS ALI (A/L)
NICHOLAS M. MAVODONES, JR (A/L)

ORDER SETTING ELECTION DATE ON 
AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE CITIZEN INITIATIVE AMENDMENT 

TO THE PORTLAND CITY CODE CHAPTER 14 
RE: EMERGENCY SHELTERS 

ORDERED, that an alternative to the amendment to the Portland City Code for 
Emergency Shelters substantially in the form attached hereto shall be 
submitted to the voters of the City on November 2, 2021; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the Portland City Clerk shall be authorized to place 
the following on the ballot, as shown below:

Shall the municipality approve the Portland City Code amendment as 
summarized below?

Summary:  see attached.
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KATE SNYDER (MAYOR)
BELINDA S. RAY (1)
SPENCER R. THIBODEAU (2)
TAE Y. CHONG (3)
ANDREW ZARRO (4)

CITY OF PORTLAND
IN THE CITY COUNCIL

MARK DION (5)
APRIL D. FOURNIER(A/L)

PIOUS ALI (A/L)
NICHOLAS M. MAVODONES, JR (A/L)

ORDER SETTING ELECTION DATE ON 
A CITIZEN INITIATIVE AMENDMENT 

TO THE PORTLAND CITY CODE CHAPTER 14 
RE: EMERGENCY SHELTERS FOR 50 OR FEWER ONLY

ORDERED, that the amendment to the Portland City Code called Emergency Shelters 
for 50 or Fewer Only shall be submitted to the voters of the City on 
November 2, 2021; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the Portland City Clerk shall be authorized to place 
the following on the ballot, as shown below:

Shall the municipality approve the Portland City Code amendment as 
summarized below?

Summary:  This proposed amendment requires all new emergency shelters 
to be opened 24 hours per day and, except for family and domestic 
violence shelters, provide shelter to no more than 50 individuals at a time.  
It also removes several requirements that are not suitable across all types 
of shelters.
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KATE SNYDER (MAYOR) 
BELINDA S. RAY (1) 
SPENCER R. THIBODEAU (2) 
TAE Y. CHONG (3) 
ANDREW ZARRO (4) 

CITY OF PORTLAND 
IN THE CITY COUNCIL 

MARK DION (5) 
APRIL D. FOURNIER(A/L) 

PIOUS ALI (A/L) 
NICHOLAS M. MAVODONES, JR (A/L) 

 

 
 

ORDER ADOPTING AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE CHAPTER 14 
RE: EMERGENCY SHELTERS FOR 50 OR FEWER ONLY 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 

MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 That Chapter 14, Section 6.5.6(B) is hereby amended to read 
as follows, on the following pages: 
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6    USE STANDARDS 
… 

6.5   CONDITIONAL USES 
… 

6.5.6 Supplemental use-specific conditional use 
standards  

In addition to the general conditional use standards, 
the following standards shall apply to specific 
conditional uses:  
… 
B.  Emergency shelters 

1. The facility shall provide adequate space for 
basic shelter operationsconducting security 
searches and other assessments. 

2. The facility shall be designed with a 
centralized shelter operations office on each 
level providing sight lines to sleeping areas. 

3.2. A management plan adequately outlining the 
following areas shall be provided: 
management responsibilities; process for 
resolving neighborhood concerns; staffing; 
access restrictions; on-site surveillance; 
safety measures; controls for resident 
behavior and noise levels Criminal Trespass 
Order policy and appeals process for 
residents; and monitoring reports. 

4. Adequate access to and from METRO service 
shall be provided. The facility shall be within a 
¼ mile of a METRO line, or shall be within ½ 
mile of a METRO line and provide adequate 
indoor space to permit all shelter guests day 
shelter, as well as implement strategies to 
help residents utilize transit. 

5.3. The facility shall be open 24 hours per day 
and provide on-site services, either in person 
or via real-time video platform, to support 
residents, such as case management, life skills 
training, counseling, employment and 
educational services, housing assistance, or 
other programs. 

6.4. Suitable laundry, kitchen, pantry, bicycle 
storage, and secure storage facilities for 
shelter stayers shall be provided on-site. 

5. An outdoor area for guest use shall be 
provided on-site with adequate screening to 
protect privacy of guests. 

7.6. Except for shelters solely serving families or 
domestic violence survivors, the facility shall 
provide shelter to no more than 50 
individuals at a time. 
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CITY OF PORTLAND 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayor Snyder and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Danielle West, Corporation Counsel 
SUBJECT: Citizen Initiative Referendum Options 
DATE: July 8, 2021 
  

As you know, the City Clerk has certified that the petitioners (regarding the small 
shelter zoning initiative) have gathered sufficient signatures as required by Chapter 9 of 
the Portland City Code.  Consequently, the Council was required to set a date for a public 
hearing on the proposed ordinance language.  In order to comply with this requirement 
the Council set July 19, 2021 as the public hearing date.  Please note that staff 
recommends that after the scheduled public hearing the Council postpone action on the 
proposed ordinance until such time as the Planning Board has had an opportunity to 
review and make a recommendation and the Council has had the opportunity to hold a 
workshop (which has been scheduled for July 26, 2021).   

After the Council has held the public hearing, the Code provides the Council with 
three (3) options as to how to proceed (see attached memo regarding more specifics on 
each option).  The first option is that the Council can send the ordinance out to the voters 
for their review and approval by setting an election date. The election has to be held not 
less than ninety (90) calendar days after the Council meeting at which the election date is 
set. 

Next, as an alternative to a setting an election date, the Code allows the Council to 
pass the proposed ordinance language as written in its entirety.  This will put an end to all 
proceedings under the petition.  

The final option available under the Code is for the Council to send both the 
citizen initiated ordinance and an alternative ordinance (created by the Council) to the 
voters for their review.  The ballot would put forth both options and ask the voters which 
ordinance they favor. 

If you have any questions regarding the proposed options, please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly or we can discuss them further at the upcoming 
workshop/executive session. 
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