
City of Portland Commissions are not required to take public comment under FOAA and our Ordinance is silent regarding the duties 
of the Commission. The Commission has the discretion to not allow or allow public comment during its meetings, including the 

authority to limit the duration of comments. Since the Commission makes recommendations to the City Council, public comment is 
available at that level.

Commission Members: 
 Chair Michael Mertaugh, Vice Chair Jaime Parker, Amy Segal, Jon Kachmar, Marie Gray, Zack Anchors, Maya Lena, Beth Rabbitt, 
Stephen Bentsen, Michael Catania and Mayor Kate Snyder.

City of Portland
Parks Commission Agenda

July 30, 2021
10:30 AM

You are invited to a Zoom webinar.
When: Jul 30, 2021 10:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Topic: Parks Commission Emergency Meeting- Hearing on Remote Participation Policy

Please click here link below to join the webinar:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83748621543?pwd=aDhlYjluU3d0QmRKMHg1K3I1VHRsUT09

Passcode: 856044
Or One tap mobile :

    US: +13017158592,,83748621543#,,,,*856044#  or +13126266799,,83748621543#,,,,*856044#
Or Telephone:

    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
        US: +1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799  or +1 929 205 6099  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 346 248 

7799  or +1 669 900 6833
Webinar ID: 837 4862 1543

Passcode: 856044
    International numbers available:https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbmkWMeWEd

The Mission of the Portland Parks Commission is to advocate for the enhancement and stewardship of our parks and open 
spaces. Review and propose projects that impact parks and open spaces and recommend action.

Foster collaboration among park users and the City. Promotes public access and enjoyment. 
Advocate for public and private funding for parks and open spaces.  Enjoy Portland for Life.

I. Public Hearing on, and adoption of, Remote Participation Policy
 a. Draft Remote Participation Policy attached

A newly enacted law, 1 M.R.S.§ 403-B, will allow remote participation in public 
board meetings under limited circumstances - for example if made necessary by an 
emergency or urgent issue or significant difficulties in travel - with the adoption of a 
remote participation policy. The proposed policy in the back up material is for 
municipal boards, committees, and councils to adopt if they plan to use remote 
meeting technology after the expiration of legislation City of Portland Commissions 
are not required to take public comment under FOAA and our Ordinance is silent 
regarding the duties of the Commission. The Commission has the discretion to not 
allow or allow public comment during its meetings, including the authority to limit 
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City of Portland Commissions are not required to take public comment under FOAA and our Ordinance is silent regarding 
the duties of the Commission. The Commission has the discretion to not allow or allow public comment during its 

meetings, including the authority to limit the duration of comments. Since the Commission makes recommendations to 
the City Council, public comment is available at that level.

the duration of comments. Since the Commission makes recommendations to the City 
Council, public comment is available at that level. approved under Maine's Civil 
Emergency established by Executive Orders from Governor Janet Mills.

Action Item - Public Comment
II. Adjournment
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REMOTE PARTICIPATION POLICY
OF THE

CITY OF PORTLAND PARKS COMMISSION

[To be considered JULY 30, 2021]

Pursuant to 1 M.R.S. § 403-B, and after public notice and a hearing, the Portland Board of
Assessment Review hereby adopts the following policy to govern the participation, via remote
methods, in public proceedings or meetings of the Portland Parks Commission (hereinafter
referred to as “Board”).

Members of the Board are expected to be physically present for meetings except when not
practicable, such as in the case of an emergency or urgent issue that requires the Board to meet
via remote methods, or an illness or temporary absence of a Board member that causes
significant difficulty traveling to the meeting location. The Chair or other presiding officer, in
consultation with other members of the Board if appropriate and possible, will make a
determination that remote methods of participation are necessary in as timely a manner as
possible under the circumstances. And a Board member who is unable to attend a meeting in
person will notify the Chair or other presiding officer as far in advance as possible.

Remote methods of participation may include telephonic or video technology allowing
simultaneous reception of information and may include other means necessary to accommodate
disabled persons. Remote participation will not be by text-only means such as e-mail, text
messages, or chat functions.

The public, City staff and applicants before the Board will be provided a meaningful
opportunity to attend via remote methods when any member of the Board participates via remote
methods or when remote methods are available and operational at a given Board meeting.  If
public input via remote methods is allowed or required at a meeting, an effective means of
communication between the Board and the public will also be provided. The public will
additionally be provided an opportunity to attend the meeting in person unless there is an
emergency or urgent issue that requires the entire Board to meet using remote methods.

Notice of all Board meetings will be provided in accordance with 1 M.R.S. § 406, and the
City Charter, City Code or policy, if applicable. When the public may attend via remote methods,
the notice will include the means by which the public may access the meeting remotely and will
provide a method for disabled persons to request necessary accommodation to access the
meeting. Notice will also identify the location where the public may attend the meeting in
person. The Board will not restrict public attendance to remote methods except in the case of an
emergency or urgent issue that requires it to meet using remote methods of attendance.

The Board will make all documents and materials to be considered by it during a
meeting available, electronically or otherwise, to the public who attend remotely to the same
extent customarily available to the public who attend in person, provided no additional costs are
incurred.

All votes taken during a Board meeting using remote methods will be by roll call vote
that can be seen and heard if using video technology, or heard if using audio technology only,
by other members of the Board and the public. A member of the Board who participates
remotely will be considered present for purposes of establishing a quorum and voting.  This
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policy will remain in force indefinitely unless amended by the Board.
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