Legislative Committee Minutes
September 7, 2021

The September 7, 2021 remote Committee meeting was called to order by Chair Pious Ali at 8:00
AM on Zoom.

Councilor Pious Ali (Chair), Mayor Kate Snyder, Councilor Nick Mavodones, Dena Libner (Chief of
Staff), Anne McGuire (Assistant City Manager), Kate Knox (Bernstein Shur), and Alysia Melnick
(Bernstein Shur) were present. Councilor April Fournier was not in attendance.

Kate Knox reported that the redistricting process continues to move forward, thus a legislative
session is expected in mid-October. There is no indication at this time that session will include more
than redistricting. Cloture starts on September 24, which is expected to be a short session where bills
of an emergency nature that cannot wait until the next session will be considered. Bill titles will need
to be submitted by the 24 if the Council desires to do so.

Councilor Ali asked if the Council needs to do anything to participate in the redistricting process at
this time. According to Kate Knox, there is not, as partisan caucuses are drawing maps that are not
likely to impact the City of Portland, and that it is likely that changes will occur in Kennebec Co.
This process is not currently open to the public, but some public discussion is expected in the coming
weeks.

Councilor Mavodones noted that in prior years, once redistricting has been completed, the Mayor has
appointed a committee in the city if redistricting may have an effect on local districts.

Mayor Snyder asked about cloture, specifically to what extent can the Council engage prior to
cloture, and asked for a list of staff priorities for next year to present to the legislature. Councilor Ali
asked for clarification on which staff member will gather the list of priorities. Dena Libner offered to
work with City departments to get a list of staff legislative priorities. The Legislative Committee
agreed to meet on Tuesday, September 14, 2021 to review the list of priorities before bringing it to
delegation.

Mayor Snyder also mentioned upcoming meetings with Representative Talbot Ross. Councilor Ali
agreed to reach out to Representative Talbot Ross to discuss meeting on September 21 to discuss the
City’s priorities for the next legislative session in order to ensure an opportunity to put forward local
priorities in advance of the September 24 deadline.

Mayor Snyder made a motion to approve the minutes for the last meeting, seconded by Councilor
Mavodones, vote 3-0.

Mayor Snyder made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilor Mavodones, vote 3-0.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.



