
City of Portland Commissions are not required to take public comment under FOAA and our Ordinance is silent regarding the duties 
of the Commission. The Commission has the discretion to not allow or allow public comment during its meetings, including the 

authority to limit the duration of comments. Since the Commission makes recommendations to the City Council, public comment is 
available at that level.

Commission Members: 
Chair Michael Mertaugh, Vice Chair Jaime Parker, Amy Segal, Jon Kachmar, Marie Gray, Zack Anchors, Maya Lena, Beth Rabbitt, 
Stephen Bentsen, Michael Catania and Mayor Kate Snyder. 

City of Portland
Parks Commission Agenda

November 4, 2021
5:00 PM

Due to the existence of an emergency or urgent issue, the Parks Commission will conduct this meeting  by 
remote methods/technology at the Zoom link provided below, in accordance with the requirements of  1 
M.R.S. section 403-B and the Parks Commission's Remote Participation Policy.  
 

 Please use the link below to join the webinar:
https://zoom.us/j/91710859101?pwd=MUVLWTVFRG5jUFNxSHlEcTFlSk8wZz09
Passcode: P3pperm1nt
 Or Telephone:
US: +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 6099
Webinar ID: 917 1085 9101
Passcode: 480730

The Mission of the Portland Parks Commission is to advocate for the enhancement and stewardship of our parks and open 
spaces. Review and propose projects that impact parks and open spaces and recommend action.

Foster collaboration among park users and the City. Promotes public access and enjoyment. 
Advocate for public and private funding for parks and open spaces.  Enjoy Portland for Life.

I. General Citizen Comment Period
II. Agenda Items
 a. Acceptance of Meeting Minutes: October 7th, 2021
 b. New Business
 i. Discussion on Proposal to Rename Bedford Park as “Noyes Park"- Action Item
 ii. Deering Oaks Master Plan Presentation - Anne Pringle
 c. Old Business
 i. Committee Membership
 ii. Committee Communications
 iii. Parks Commission Annual Timeline
 d. Communications/Updates
 i. Parks Report
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City of Portland Commissions are not required to take public comment under FOAA and our Ordinance is silent regarding 
the duties of the Commission. The Commission has the discretion to not allow or allow public comment during its 

meetings, including the authority to limit the duration of comments. Since the Commission makes recommendations to 
the City Council, public comment is available at that level.

 ii. Land Bank Commission Report
III. Adjournment
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Commission Members 
Chair: Michael Mertaugh, Vice Chair: Jaime Parker, Amy Segal, Marie Gray, Maya Lena, Beth Rabbitt, Stephen 
Bentsen and Michael Catania.. Staff: Alex Marshall and Samara Ray 

 
City of Portland 

 Parks Commission Minutes 
October 7, 2021 

5:00 PM 
 
I. General Citizen Comment Period 

 
Chair, Michael Mertaugh started the meeting and opened for public comment. 

 
First comment was from Will Kessler of 77 Melbourne Street. He has a 10 year old that attends 
East End School. He is also a PAYSA coach, this is his third season of being a soccer coach. He 
sees the amount of people involved in this sport in the fall season and it is of his opinion that 
when the Parks Division closes fields due to wet weather this creates challenges to running the 
league smoothly. He thinks it is not a matter of liability as the Parks Department says as athletes 
sign off on risk agreements before they play, also he does not think that it is not a matter of 
maintenance. It saddens him that the fields are closed at the drop of a hat. Parks Director Alex 
did not wish to comment on this at the time. Michael noted that this will be discussed within the 
Department. 

 
Peter Monroe from 32 May near Reiche, noted he is committed to renovating gravestones in the 
Western Cemetery. He and his neighbor Sam have educated themselves on gravestone 
restoration. They have taken over the Stewards of the Western Cemetery which is a Maine non 
profit, they expect to ramp up activity this Spring and start conservation in June. They have 
discussed getting access to water and a tool house in the Western Cemetery with prior 
Cemeteries Director Mike Muray. They would be willing to fundraise and they will be coming 
up with proposals for budgets as they are applying for a Federal 501 c3 in the Spring of 2022. 
Greater Portland Landmarks will be its fiscal agent prior to becoming a 501 c3. This is the first 
effort that he knows that is a systematic effort to try to restore gravestones He wanted the Parks 
Commission to be aware of this work moving forward and has already reached out to interim 
Cemeteries Director Marie Davis about the possibility of a tool house. 

 
II. Agenda Items 

a. Acceptance of Meeting Minutes: September 2nd 2021 
Marie made a motion to approve the minutes, Stephen seconded. The chair took a roll call vote 
and the minutes were approved. 

 

b. New Business 
i. Portland Harbor Common Presentation 

Christine Grimando, Director of Planning and Urban Development shared a 
presentation with the Parks Commission about Phase 1 of the Portland Harbor Common 
Project. There was a public forum in September and a meeting mid-summer as well 
about this project.. This project is a team effort between the Waterfront Coordinator, the 
Department of Housing and Economic Development, Parks Recreation and Facilities and 
the Portland Parks Conservancy. The Parks Conservancy will be helping with 
fundraising. 

There is a long history of Eastern Waterfront planning and this project touched on 
a small part of this early planning work. The Portland Landing is another planning effort 
that is within the Portland Harbor Common, there was a large public process about the 
Portland Landing. The outcome had program elements like boating and open spaces etc. 
It was clear that the City was not prepared to put this vision into action, it presented some 
logistical challenges. 

A group of volunteers came to the City about how to keep open space planning in 
this area alive. They offered design services and they brought an idea of this wider area, Page 3



Dick Barrigner, the Muskie school and design professionals offered designs. This is not 
meant to be a final design, it is a platform or springboard that invisions different flex 
spaces that can be developed in increments. This plan does not get into detail about 
everything but it is a starting point. 

What will the implementation look like? The Amethyst lot is an area that is part 
of the larger PHC project. This is a great model as it could be referred to as Phase 1A; a 
parking area converted to a recognized open space. There is also a proposed public 
landing that is in the area of the PHC, this would be an additional enhancement of the 
waterfront. 

Phase 1 is currently former queuing lanes. This area is being used as a parking lot 
but was not intended to be long term parking. The City has been thinking about what the 
next life of this area may be. The first phase would be converting the parking lot to open 
space. This open space would be built over time, the plan is very simple presently and 
nothing is completely set, there is more design work to come. She mentioned some 
initial feedback about trees, public art, parking, funding, native plantings and coastal 
resilience. Commissioner Marie Gray asked if this plan was brought to the Peaks Island 
Council. Chirstine said that it has not but Peak Islanders have been present at some of the 
previous public meetings. There may be direct outreach to the islanders moving forward. 

Next steps will be looking at funding, RFP’s and grants and looking at how to 
implement Phase 1.The Commission chair asked about getting impact fees from 
neighboring businesses, Christene stated that there is a specific list of projects that get 
funding from impact fees and she does not think that this project is presently on the roster 
for use. 

There are future phases envisioned and the group working on this project would 
like to keep momentum and keep moving forward with Phase 1. 

 

ii. Committee Membership 
Michael started a discussion about Committee membership within the 

Commission. Michael went down his list of committee membership: 
Parks Initiatives: Chair: Amy, Maya, Jaime, Zach and Michael C 
Finance:Michael M, Michael C and Marie Gray 
Annual Report- Chair: Michael M Michael Catania and Jon K? 
The Outreach Committee ( which includes Greenspace): Chair: Zach, Beth, Maya and 
Stephen? 
Michael will reach out to Jon and Stephen to see what Committee they would like to 
serve on. 
The Parks Commission ordnance says there is to be an annual meeting of Friends Groups 
to prepare budget requests. Michael was thinking that the meeting where we invited 
Friends Groups to bring their CIP priorities may serve that purpose. Michael would like 
to see the Friends Groups be better prepared for CIP proposals for their parks. He is 
looking forward to seeing what would be most useful in working with the Friends Group. 
Beth said it is important to step back and see what the Outreach Committee is trying to 
do. She thinks it may be worthwhile to define who they are reaching out to and for what 
purpose. She thinks that Friends Groups are critical but additionally members of the 
Committee have been talking about outreach at schools and other places. She understands 
there may be limitations as to how they may be able to outreach inb terms of social media 
et.. She mentioned that a Commission wide discussion about the mission of the Outreach 
Committee might be a good idea. 
Amy wanted to note that Neighborhood Associations should be part of the conversation 
in terms of groups involved in outreach. 

 

c. Communications/Updates 
i. Parks Report 

The Maine Conservation Corp finished up 10 days of working at the Riverton 
Trolley Parkon Tuesday. Portland Trails helped out this year as well . They did trail work 
and rebuilt a bridge. Talbot School has had a drainage issue by the softball field, the 
culvert has been replaced and new material was brought in and laser leveling was done on 
this area. This work has shown a great improvement on the drainage issues. The 
Department will have UMO Engineering students work on Capstone project focussing on 
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Cutter Street improvements. Students will come and look at the area with Alex and 
hopefully by the end of the year have some engineering plans that the City can implement 
in this area. 
ii. Land Bank Commission Report 

The Land Bank’s next meeting will be held on October 13th. The meeting will 
consist of a series of site visits. Interested members of the public can attend. The group 
will start at the Parks and Recreation office at 212 Canco Road Suite A and leave at 5pm. 
iii. Future Master Plan Presentations 

The Parks Commission will take a focus on the Master Plans in future meetings, 
this will be the main item in the agenda. Friends Groups will be invited to discuss their 
Parks Master Plans. The first of a Master Plan discussion will be the Deering Oaks Master 
Plan at the November Parks Commission meeting. 

 

Beth Rabbit asked if there was a forward calendar that gave an overview of Parks 
Commission work through the year. Michael and Samara will work to create a calendar 
that can be reviewed by Commissioners. 

 

Micheal C. made a motion to adjourn, Marie seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned. 
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KATE SNYDER (MAYOR) 
BELINDA S. RAY (1) 
SPENCER R. THIBODEAU (2) 
TAE Y. CHONG (3) 
ANDREW ZARRO (4) 

CITY OF PORTLAND 
IN THE CITY COUNCIL 

MARK DION (5) 
APRIL D. FOURNIER(A/L) 

PIOUS ALI (A/L) 
NICHOLAS M. MAVODONES, JR (A/L) 

 

 
AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 18 
Re:  BEDFORD PARK RENAMED NOYES PARK 

 
 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 
MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. That Section 18-11 of the Portland City Code is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 18-11.  Parks and Public Grounds Dedicated.  The following 
parks and public grounds are hereby subject to the provisions 
within this Article: 
 
 Andrews Square; 

Back Cove Park and Trail; 
Barrow’s Park/Baxter Sundial; 

 Bayside Park/Stone Street Playground; 
 Bayside Trail; 

Baxter Pines; 
 Baxter Woods; 
 Bedford Noyes Park; 
 Bell Buoy Park: 
 Belmeade Park; 
 Boothby Square; 
 Boyd Street Gardens; 
 Bramhall Square; 
 Capisic Pond Park; 
 Caldwell Square; 
 Clark Street Park; 

Congress Square (specifically the remaining 1/3 of Congress 
Square); 

 Clark Street Playground; 
 Deering Oaks Park; 
 Dougherty Field; 
 Eastern Promenade Park(including East End Beach and Trail); 
 Fessenden Park; 
 Fort Allen Park; 
 Fort Gorges; 
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 Fort Sumner Park; 
 Fox Field/Kennedy Park; 
 Harborview View and Tate-Tyng Park and Playground; 
 Heseltine Park; 
 Lincoln Park; 
 Longfellow Park; 
 Longfellow Square; 
 Lobsterman Park; 
 Marada Adams Playground; 
 Martin’s Point Park; 
 Monument Square; 
 Munjoy South Playground; 
 Nason’s Corner Park; 
 Payson Park; 
 Peppermint Park; 
 Pedro Field; 
 Pleasant Street Park and Playground; 
 Post Office Park; 
 Quaker Park; 
 Riverside Golf Course; 
 Riverton Trolley Park; 
 South Street Playground; 
 Stroudwater Park (Waldo Street and Westbrook Street); 
 Taylor Street Park; 
 Tommy’s Park;  
 Trinity Park;  
 Western Promenade Park; and 

Winslow Park.  
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the following list in an Editor's Note in Chapter 18 shall be 
amended to read as follow: 
 
 
ORDERED, that the following parks and public grounds shall be 

subject to the permitting requirements of Section 18-40 of the 
Portland City Code: 

 
Back Cove Park Lobsterman Park 
Baxter Woods Longfellow Square 
Bayside Park Marginal Way Field 
Bedford Noyes Park 
Bell Buoy Park 

Monument Square 
Payson Park 

Belmeade Park Pleasant Street Park 
Boothby Square 
Capisic Pond Park 
Congress Square 
Deering Oaks Park 

Post Office Park 
Presumpscot Park 
Public school facilities and 
grounds 
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Dougherty Field Subject to agreement with the 
Portland School Dept. 

Eastern Promenade 
Fessenden Park 
Fort Allen Park 
Fort Sumner Park 
Ganley Plaza 
Harbor View Park 
Lincoln Park 

Riverton Park 
Stroudwater Park 
Tommy’s Park 
Western Promenade 
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TO: All Concerned

RE: Noyes Park, Deering Avenue, Portland

7 $fl~t 2W-I!

To All Concerned —

For almost the first half of the Twentieth Century, the half-
acre triangle of land along Deering Ave. by Bedford Street was
publicly known as “Noyes Park ,“ for the family that donated or
sold the parcel to the City of Portland in 1927.

The Noyes family were descendants of the Deering family,
the pioneering old Falmouth-ites who built a magnificent
federalist mansion in 1804 overlooking the 60-acre woodland
that today bears their name as “Deering Oaks.” They were a
generous family to all the towns that moved around the
boundaries of the communities that embraced their farm —

Falmouth, Westbrook, Deering, and finally Portland.

As you can read in the PORTLAND CITY GUIDE (1940)
the parcel # 5 (see attached map) is clearly designated as Noyes
Park. The GUIDE was a long-researched project of the WPA
(Works Progress Administration), a branch of the mid
depression New Deal employment program that put writers,
photographers and artists to work on magisterial, comprehensive
works about states and cities.

The WPA worked on the Portland version for several years
before its long-awaited publication in 1940. It was considered
accurate, authoritative and comprehensive.
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I myself interviewed several of the very elderly folks who had
worked on the WPA. They maintained pride in their
productions to the very end.

Clearly what the City Guide says about Noyes Park is correct.
Note that all other citations for parks of the same era ( see pg.
290 ) — such as Fessenden Park (# 6) , Longfellow Park (# 7)
and Trinity Square Park (#8 ) -- are accurate, accepted, and not
in dispute as to date, size, and names.

Somehow, perhaps about 1950, as memories faded, the name
of nearby Bedford St. was transferred over to the small triangle
of Noyes Park. The magnificent, lamented Deering Mansion
(see # 4) was demolished for the building of Luther Bonney
Hall at University of Maine at Portland, today’s USM. People
forgot and time moved on.

Now is the time to right this wrong. New construction and a
new era can also symbolize appreciation of old values and old
gifts.

The magnificent Deering Mansion is gone; its antiquarian
contents scattered to the winds. The very last of the Noyes
family, the last of the Deerings, today hold the last living
memories of the family that gave our city so much.

I conclude this small corner of their world should bear their
name again, and remind modern times of the generosity of so
many like them that built the city we now enjoy.
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What is in a name? Why, plenty. It says as much about
our times and what we value, as it does about their times, and
-what they gave.

Mr. Bedford has his street name. There is every reason to
return the Noyes name to their park, however small, and be
proud that we have remembered, and have done the right thing.

Please fee free to contact me for further conversation and
research if needed.

Sincerely,

Adjunct Professor History
and Social Science
Southern Maine Community College
2 Fort Road
South Portland, ME 04106
hadams@smccme.edu
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AMERICAN GUIDE SERIES

PORTLAND
CITY GUIDE

Compiled by workers of the Writer? Program

of the Work Projects Administration

in the State of Maine

Illustrated

Sponsored by the City of Portland

THE FOREST CITY PRINTING COMPANY
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WoodforcLc- Sectiotz 289

WOODFORDS SECTION

The part of the city known today as Woodfords was virgin forest long
after ‘The Neck’ had become a bustling port With the withdrawal of
hostile Indians farther west settlers straggled in, but it was not until after
the Revolution that inhabitants of Stevens Plains, named for an extensive
landowner, took up their peacetime trade of smithing and making tin-
ware. A flourishing settlement then grew up, and craftsmen in tin and
pewter made this section famous. Fine homes were built, and genial hosts
entertained their guests in a lavish manner. A fire destroyed the tin shops in
1842, and the industry was never rebuilt. When the Maine Central Rail
road ran its tracks through Woodfords and built a station there, many
travelers preferred to leave the train at this junction and come in to Port
land on the new horsecars. Stevens Plains, according to Edward Biwell in
Portland and Vicinity, were: ‘~the scene of ~General Musters,’ where the
‘old militia’ disported themselves in gorgeous uniforms, and engaged in
sham fights involving a great waste of gun-powder, though no loss• of
blood.” After the disastrous fire of 1866 Portland residents began to
build their homes in this less congested city of Deering which became a
part of Portland in 1899. Woodfords, once famous for tinware and horn
combs, is a section of comfortable homes with a shopping center at the
“Corner”

1. Winslow & Company, 253 Forest Ave., known to early Portlanders as
the Old Pottery, is the only plant of its kind in New England and is claimed
to be the largest east of Ohio. Originally the Portland Stoneware Com
pany established in 1846 by John T. Winslow (1820.96), the plant for
many years produced crocks, jars, and ornamental stoneware. In 1870,
however, the pottery started mass production of more utilitarian objects and
today produces digester brick, tile pipe, wind guards, flue linings, and
chimney tops. About one-third of the clay used in the pottery is obtained
from the clay bank lying between Forest Avenue and Tukey’s Bridge and
the remainder is imported.

2. Winslow Park, Forest Ave. and Winslow St., a small triangular plot
of .19 acres, was one of the first neighborhood parks established under the
Portland Park System. It is named for Edward B. Winslow (1846-1936),
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290 Portland City Gui e

a local merchant, who for many years was president of the Old Pottery
(see above).

3. The Lafayette Restorator, 25 Granite St., was built prior to 1760 as
the home of JoshdaFr~zan (1730-70), brother-in-law of Dr. Samuel
Deane of the First Parish Church. In 1775 Dr. Deane and his wife fled
from the less protected area of ‘The Neck’ to this house to escape the
bombardment of the town by Captain Henry Mown (see History). Ori
ginally of two stories, a third floor was added to the frame building in re
cent years. During the early 1800’s it was an inn known as the Lafayette
Restorator. The original main entrance with its fine fanlighted doorway
and a portico with four large Doric pillars supporting a pediment, remain.

The Deering Mansion, 85 bedford St, sets back from the busy street,
its broad lawns shaded by fine old elms. This square, two.story, white frame
residence was built in 1804 by James Deering (1766.1850), the son of
Nathaniel Deering (1739.95), one of Portland’s pioneers who came to
‘The Neck’ in 1761. The house occupies a part of the site of Anthony
Brackett’s farm where in 1689 Colonel Benjamin Church led his militia
against the Indians in one of the bloodiest battles ever fought on Maine
soil (see History). The interior of this old house, maintained in excellent
condition, contains many early American antiques and is kept much as
when its owner, James Deering, was host to such distinguished guests as
Daniel Webster, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and Jefferson Davis.

5. Noyes Park, Deering and Brighton Ayes, and Bedford St., containing
.52 acres, was acquired by the city in 1927 and named in honor of the
Noyes family who gave a part of the property to the city.

6. Fessenden Park, Brighton and Deering Ayes., a .46-acre park honors
Portland’s William Pitt Fessenclen (see Downtown Section: No. 108) and
his son, General Francis Fessenden (1839.1906), a Civil War veteran, who
was mayor of Portland in 1876.

7. Longfellow Park, Deering Ave., and Devonshire and Longfellow Sit,
was acquired by the park department in a novel manner in 1929. Near-by
residents paid part of the purchase price, and the city the balance. There
are several excellent specimens of Norway maples in this .05-acre park.

8. Trinity Square Park, Forest Ave. and Coyle St. of .3 acres, is named for
(9) Trinity Episcopal Church, 113 Coyle St. The brown shingled church
was designed and built under the supervision of the Reverend Charles
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TO: All It May Concern

RE: Noyes Park, Portland

13 September2021

To All It May Concern:

Following my previous letter of this month, attached is
ffirther proof that Noyes Park was a duly recognized City of
Portland public park, under that name, from the moment it was
obtained by the City of Portland in 1927.

1) Portland City Report for 1927, Pg. 189, Parks Commission
Report, item # 14 on the list — clearly states Noyes Park
and its proper location, near Fessenden Park, as one of the
city holdings of 262.8 acres ofmunicipal parkland.

2) Portland Sunday Telegram article of 4 October 1931,
page D 3, first column of text, which clearly states Noyes
Park is “twin to Fessenden Park” in the city park system
and states its location exactly correctly.

With no doubt in my mind, I believe that these items prove
conclusively that the parcel of land in question was officially
and formally known as Noyes Park from the date it was first
obtained by the City, and that somehow the name simply fell out
of use over time, The time has come to restore the proper
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name, may I suggest, in recognition of the many gifts the
Deering and Noyes families have given our city in the past.

The present is in their debt. The time is right to set the record
right.

Please feel free to contact me with any comments or
questions.

Sincerely,

4’ ) /11
NV\~ ~f&/flifr’

Herb Adams
Adjunct Professor History & Social Sciences
SMCC
2 Fort Road
South Portland, ME. 04106
hadarns@smccme.edu
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100 urn’ 03? t’oWcL,AND, )IAIXR

The deficit of 48081.61 from 102(3, occasioned by special
bridge repairs on the Boulevard bridges in 1920, made a
severe inroMi i ole the fund for 1927, Cutting down possible
inprovcunents by 3nst this aniouiit The total cost of noun—

tcnaiice and fixed charges, exclusive üf the fund set off to
the Recreation Comnnssion, unounted to 848,273-Go, and
the improvement, expenditures amounted to S10.377.21.
The amoun I. set off to the Recreation Commission, by statute,
was *1.3959.48. Amounts given we based on net operating
costs and allow for credits, receipts or other city depart~
nieni mansions for recovered expenditures.

IMPROVEMENT EXPENDITURES

‘i’ns Ar.i’rs,tousa LoT: Having in nuimud future athletic
field development on this area, a sizeable coittrbution to the
final grading pinit xvas made during 1920 by way of place
inent of many thousands of cubic yards of street excavation
from the Fark Avenue proJect. ‘l’lns u.nttenal. was dopes
lied free of charge to the department, but graded by the
department forces. Also in October the department depos

ited in filling a large amount of material e~ewvated by steam
shovel from one of the small hills in the AlmsILou se lot.
‘flie area in close proxnnity to Peering Avenue was rough-
graded, and it should not take much material to complete
the grading in this area.

BAXTER BouLEvs\ El) Ascu2u;r \I Ac,~nA~t : The cx—
panditure for permanent road construction on time Baxter
Boulevard needs only brief expitinawon. The new construc
tion was placed in the junction of Bales Street and the
Boulevard and front Bates Street to Washington Avenue.

The total area improved was 3,123 square yards, or a unit
cost of ~2.16 per sqtt.i.re yard. This construction should
prove highly satisfactory, since trap rock ~rearing surface

AN N (AL B RIO it’i’ 191

stone was used am d tie work done nude r uiearly i deal eon —

ditions.

i)lo;utNi~’s (.L~as —— LANI)Scj.r’E irri’uovlinNr : ‘rho
new hamlseape nprovemnents on titisaremu. were confined to
the a rca between State Street park way and lii ghi Street.
pci-k ‘1~O3’. ‘I’ Ii is work was a continuation of the lawn con—

cii”’’ started in 1 0 2h, lie eon ii,) cii on 0f en tsl iii ti stone
o t walk con structi on, in ak i ng of lie w paths, arid a lii iii ted

settig out. of deciduous tree and shrubbery stock. Plant

ings can be added to this area ho,,, year to year.

I )sx~ttir~u’s O~ ucs—CONeILIt-ris TENNis Couwr : The
construction of a Portland ceunen t con crete tennis court to
serve for ion n i.cipal play is a rid i cal dcpart.u re froi ii ti ~o
fonner practice of buildiu ug clay surface coil ris, yet- the con —

crete type of construction is very rapidly iiieel-ing favor
throughout the corn ‘try, and appears to I mare mcmii, in keep
ing dow:, nuaiurteuunu cc cost, There is a division of Opinion
as to the desirability of ploymg on the respueti vc~ types, but.
it las been proven ill I nany places that, al though the con
crete is slightly hard on the feet, tire discoinfi Litre can he
overcome by tli ickencd soles an d a shorter period of play,
which latter works well in municipal control, where many
desi-e to play. The contract for eflhistsnction was let to the
1 ‘o rhlaud Realty and Contracting Co., Inc., of Perth end, M

e base construction was an 8—inch corn paeteth tim ickness of
coarse gravel. Base concret.e layer was 3~-inchu thickness
and the top surface of i—inch thickness cement inoilar mix.
Alternate pouring of slabs, which, were separated by hi tLnnl—

nuous jointing, was the method mcd in COJIS triucting lime
courts. Wire mesh reinforcement, weighing approx~matehy
thirty pounds per 1 00 si~ uare feet, was used in the base as
reimufo rcing steel.

I
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retiuc,vtti tiE sever; i;Il”z’tra,s_ iil;\4’ ,i’ru;i;,iei;uch [iimnbtmtlga_
1101’!, niches aiti itri’i~ a ilk omistul:! ill, ii) [mmmi 1. .tiiti hit

;nse~chi:ltit)ii if;, ittlili ‘Irtiilzimg fonluthciii.

Ei,~I’IeMva l’rj;tii’,._i’ 4: ‘[‘lie ilep:ii’tniein i~ ‘onnUtill
l’lliIifliVi) rii~~ ho ii in In’ eilieuenev b3’ ‘~;iV ,i m,et hati it

iipptl’;Ii_Iis tt’iieu, [OlflllitSe Ci St4iIlC 9(S~luIS jt~sI.ihic’’l. ‘I hi’

stsinhiiu imi’iIi;ism; iii iP~7 was (Ii of a —lomi 3h,.,k i’ll

[or gemierol tango fir lie snmul (if S2,~00.00 _ ~\hs tln’i, n is

j)liI’tdULSCtt hI 111W Narg~’uu I ~voi I 1ilcu’ 4) 41. ~hi Ii i lie I
hrmn;tor jtum’cluased iii I—I~1I. us plow ‘osi —1.1CM In, ‘I
eji_nju (In; i~iuieic ~ lot Snel’ ‘~hi thit,iji:r, ii’ tlej . tin ‘i
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pisrehased a t ~itliiItliu)il blade i~iow for the satin of *‘2S4S0.
Mist’cIia.WeIN Itir~Iias~ j,ielpelvtl small Louis and ;tj spi tiniest.’,
1uark lwIefl)nn4, hawis ninwt’rs. etc.

1’Iee IoII’swiiig is a sniu,i,aritesl report ot the work ‘lots.’
sisnl”r the l”orei’Lry Mali, Leunlle Aeeoitut. in •‘aring for I he’
~iI y streel sIstitict trees a,,sl I rues in j.iiliiw~ areas:

frccs En us ascii,
Broken limbs rcnm,owi,
Trees ‘%o~;petl out,”
Tree guards removed,
Trees renmoved,
‘rn~~,s i.reat*~~1 far sears, wounds, etc.,
Tree butts romcsreLl,
Hew plantings,

Added to the above openttãon2. the deparbn.’nI. force’s
reentoVO(L jell tree woød, hiiitbs mind brush Iron. I be e~ fret’
,ajvi, special work in State S(.rneb, by time lAtcw$ rn’e Ci.iim’

pitny. This work was alone in the into fall and early winter
ci 1927, t.ho charges of the Lucas Cønq’any being pnyahle
in 1928.

Also, superviskin stud direction was given to thu opera’
Lions fur the (,~,unhcrhutd County Power and bight Cost,.
palsy, by the Dewey Tress Surgery (Ion.ptuiy, whtiele company
did extensive work over the eky for Use IAghit Cmmspany ill
clearing the trees from “fouling” wires.

A. saudi amount. of foreaty work was done at. Riverside
~tr.~et anal Rend $tntat in inensising the visibility cmii Lu Lice
flultOted tracks.

The riopartmesil; was bothered, itomewluat., by a tdight. 1w
fvstatitrn of thin satin moth and gypsy ninth in the early
,niuimnte. This, tumii,onee wims overdone by ~~n~ittl vprsyi’ng
si,ivie”s giveil Isy Lip’ i,ucns Conspassy. end this isa vice cua~(.

ANN 13,1.1. 11 hi%’ WI

1 ~ tv titer feels that. Limb report wouhi not. lie ~°~“h’1~~”
ins I Iii: veal’ I tt~7, nit host I. synspsatJ.’ttw mention of tb.’ loss
of 4kw Iam4~ Fnueic C. 4 h,oitrich, ;~, Lips City .,if l’emsj.iaptI I
(3..iumnis’tiwi. ‘rhiet fi~chhmgs ot the Coumicuissinmiers art’ I.nown
I.i, mica’ writer aijid iii nrtI,,r that thin t,ilI7AflsM (If l’.,rtjtunl may
jambI lehy i. neiw (i.e ..~ 11ress~4t1p. of this’ entire I ‘ark Conuuith.—
si’ in in tin. aleatim ol i”ni,,k C. (k,odrh’hm, a copy of I in’ uiies.

ag” of syan~mIJ,y to Ills! faiu,iiv and rdativesof Mr. tJnu,Lrn’h
is he’ivwi tb printeni.

“lit y.ner iws’tiwciite’itt (i~~ I’ark Commissioners of the oily
of l’ors h;tmi,i. Maui”, wish so expreu*s their slimere syii.pal’l,y
for y.,nr loss.

“Your less is shiaresi, sin we!), 1.13’ the iuit’inbt,rat of this Cotss’
,iiissi..:i and the City ~t )‘nrtla.nel in general, fc.r we have’
looked ii pon Mr. (looclrici, as a hal Lb fs.h public servant I. who
lu’s given his liest. Li. I in, nut thai. the l’orUand public 1w
iem’Ie J.ap~sis~r taint ln’at lti.ii’r i.herungh the i,smmeasural’iy vidu—
alile han; (,51411,liitI.u.Hfltts or Lie.’ city. wkeis,hi iiistitutjons Al r.
(,iewnlrich ‘verkitil so earn’naly :‘imd faithfully LI) 11.111(1.

‘l’herofere, jim l,iilsii I or ii.,’ s,i.nobur,e sit the l’ark (Jam—

mission anti lii., cilizems of Portland. I nxl.eml deepest.
svmii1’ittth3’.”

l’is iLl I’ J. 1)iø:uti~~u,
.4 tb. l’.s,* (~‘,,n,,ajssA.n.

No’rr. For ilnanenh stotenient se. Au’llk’r’s Report. Complete
detailed report tue SUe with City (1s,rk.

fl sILEST I EM Kh’KIL V
The s. ,urrus .4 nvc.~i p1 S 11.1 I~ fl cuE a iso I.’’ snip tidal, ‘‘1
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CITY OF PORTLAND CITY OF PORTLAND

Parks, Recreation & Facilities Department Parks, Recreation & Facilities Department

Ethan Hipple, Director Alex Marshall, Parks Director

Memorandum

TO: Parks Commission and Land Bank Commission

FROM: Alex Marshall, Parks Director, Parks, Recreation and Facilities Department

SUBJECT: Parks Division Update

DATE: November 2021

Parks Division Staffing

● Vacancy: Athletic Facilities Steward

● Vacancy: Parks Maintainer x3. Currently recommending 3 candidates for hire.

Portable Public Toilet Pilot Program

It has been a challenging few years of navigating the public bathroom needs around the world and

certainly within our city. An initiative within the parks department has been to find a way to cost

effectively and efficiently provide a public restroom in areas of need without placing a green or teal

plastic porta-potty or constructing a $250,000+ fully plumbed brick and mortar facility. Enter the Parks

Public Restroom which is a fully aluminum structure with various safety features such as lower louvers,

ventilation, translucent roofing and ADA accessibility. This unit functions like a porta-potty but is much

more durable, has a larger tank capacity, is also moveable, and is aesthetically appealing to the park

visitor. As a pilot program we will be placing these in three predetermined locations that will take the

place of current porta-potties and can be removed if the need arises. Deering Oaks at the top of the Rose

Garden, Fox Field next to the Basketball Courts and the Eastern Promenade near the Basketball Courts

are where the test sites will be located. If the structures hold up and are well received then we will look

to expand to other park locations around the city.

Eastern Promenade Invasive Management

Over the last few decades there has been an overwhelming amount of invasive plants taking over the

slopes of the Eastern Prom. Everything invasive in the area you can think of can probably be found on

these slopes. Japanese knotweed, asiatic bittersweet, black swallowwort, norway maple, callery pear,

multiflora rose, autumn olive and white poplar are to name some of the more prominent. The Eastern

Promenade Master Plan calls for these slopes to be maintained regularly which, unfortunately, has not

been done in the last two decades. This work will provide the park with a more sustainable landscape of

native meadow plantings and promote the growth and development of all of its native trees and shrubs.

It will be over the course of a few years that all the work is completed and an annual mowing schedule

will be instituted to ensure it remains healthy for years to come.

Bedford Park Recommendation to Rename as Noyes Park

The parcel currently named Bedford Park is the triangular parcel of land currently bounded by Deering

Ave, Bedford St and the discontinued section of Brighton Ave (adjacent to the University of Southern

Maine campus). It was sold to the City for $7,215.59 in 1927 by the Noyes family. From the 1920s to

212 Canco Road, Suite A • Portland, Maine 04103
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sometime in the 1950s it was referred to as Noyes Park in various City guides, newspaper articles, and

records. Sometime in the 1950s, the parcel became known as Bedford Park and has been named that

ever since. Park names are typically approved by City Council and listed in Chapter 18 of City Code. In the

fall of 2021, City staff were approached by Anna and Henri Benoit, descendants of the Noyes family,

about renaming Bedford Park as Noyes Park. Our Department has reviewed this proposed name change,

which was requested by members of the Noyes family, and we have sought historical context from local

historian Herb Adams and City Clerk Katherine Jones. Based on our research, we recommend that this

name change be approved. This past Monday, the 1st, the City Council was provided with the first

reading to make this change and amend Chapter 18 of the City Code.

Park Projects and Department Updates

Staff are working on the following Park Improvement projects:

● Dougherty Field Playground: We are finalizing the stormwater design and creating the site work

bid documents to be advertised later this Fall. Playground equipment has been purchased.

Construction and installation Spring 2022.

● Park Walkway improvements: Deering Oaks bid documents are being finalized and reviewed by

the Planning Department.

● Fitzpatrick Drainage Improvements: Drawings are complete. An RFP is ready to be advertised in

the Fall to seek bids for Spring 2022 construction

● Talbot School Basketball Court Reconstruction: This project is on hold due to the high bid

climate. Revision of construction plans will commence before going out to bid again.

● Lyseth Playground: This project is in the design phase now that groups have been offered the

opportunity to weigh in.

● Skate Park Expansion Phase II: Preliminary RFP for design development is being finalized and will

be advertised when funding is in hand.

● Stroudwater Bridge: City Parks and Planning staff are working with Portland Trails and the

Stroudwater Preserve Development Team to develop the plan for installation of the bridge that

sits on the side of Westbrook Street before the I-95 bridge. Grant funding will be essential as City

funds are limited.

● Preble Street Field & Stormwater Project: Final design and landscaping plans are being finalized.

2022 is looking to be the summer where we get the elevated natural turf field back.

● Riverton Preserve: Recreation improvement plans are in progress and will consist primarily of a

trail network with other improvements. This project is intended to fulfill LWCF conversion

requirements, and final approval of the improvement plan rests with the state and National Park

Service, which has a public engagement process.

● Riverton Trolley Park: The LWCF grant has been submitted.  The City Council gave their approval

for the City to proceed with the grant application. Project budget will be an estimated total of

$500,000 ($250,000 PPC/Private/City and $250,000 LWCF)

● Western Promenade Welcome Signs: Three new historic Welcome Signs are being ordered and
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installed as the weather permits. Spring may be the desirable time for this

● Lower Western Prom Park Improvements: Final design improvements have been made and

construction/bid documents are to follow in the coming months.

● Community Garden Fence and Gate Installations: We will be replacing 6 Community Garden

fences and 3 sheds. A fencing bid document will be advertised this Winter and installation is

planned to begin in the Spring.
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