Minutes

Remote Creative Portland Board Meeting

November 3, 2021

NOTE: This meeting was held via Zoom. These Minutes provide a record of those
in attendance, general discussion taking place, and motions made.

A remote meeting of the Board of Directors of Creative Portland was held on Wednesday,
November 3, 2021, via Zoom. Present from the Board were Board President Kate Anker and
Directors Kirstie Archambeault, Nicole Barna, Lisa Bloss, David Brenerman, Leah Brooks,
Councilor Tae Chong, Gib Foltz, Eliza Ginn, Lindsay Hancock, and Herb Ivy. Directors not able to
be present included Daniel Minter, Zoe Sahloul, and Gerard Salvo. Present from City staff were
Interim Director Housing and Economic Development Director Mary Davis, Creative Portland
Executive Director Dinah Minot, and Principal Adm. Officer Lori Paulette. Also present was
Creative Portland contract employee Bobbie Pirruccello.

Item #1: Zoom Public Meeting Information — No Committee Action Required.

Item #2: Welcome and President’s Comments

President Anker thanked all for attending. She also thanked Ms. Davis for her assistance to
Creative Portland (CP) as transitions are taking place, including more of a presence at City Hall for
Ms. Minot and the Program Assistant to be hired.

Item #3: Consent Agenda: (a) September Draft Minutes; and, (b) September

Financials.

Mr. Brenerman noted a correction to the Minutes to change “adapt” in three places to



“adopt”. Regarding the financials, he asked if there was a deficit and what “Cost of Programs”
meant.

Ms. Minot indicated that there was not a deficit, and Mr. Foltz added that this is a timing
thing. Ms. Minot said that expenses are sometimes paid before grant funds come in, and that “Cost
of Programs” are expenses for programs, with Mr. Foltz noting that perhaps “Cost of Programs”
could have further detail.

On motion made by Mr. Brenerman, seconded by Mr. Foltz, the Board voted unanimously
to accept the Consent Agenda, with the amendments as noted to the Minutes.

Item #4: Executive Director Update

A. Recap — Stone Barn, St. Joseph’s reception for 25 Mainers of the Year (Dinah).
President Anker congratulated Ms. Minot on the award. Ms. Minot indicated it was a
great opportunity to network and highlight this organization’s work.

B. Summer Stage Monument Square Recap — First Friday Oct. 1
Ms. Minot noted that this was well received and applauded Mr. Ivy in MC’ing the
event. Mr. lvy also agreed that it was well received with diverse acts, and noted that
Ms. Pirruccello did a great job with social media for the event. Ms. Minot suggested
that, in the future, there may once again be “Live at Five” on Fridays if a sponsor is
found.

C. Cultural App Community Forum — To be Scheduled by Year End
Ms. Minot said that a tentative date/time for the forum is Weds., Dec. 1, at 2:00 p.m. if
the developers of the app are ready, and perhaps a February Launch of the App in time
for the tourist season. She also noted that the CP website is using another platform and

should be ready shortly for the updated version to go live.



D. STAFF: Program Liaison & Office Associate position vacancy and City employee
expectations update.
Ms. Minot said that the search has been extended for the Associate position to
November 29", 1t has been on hold due to evaluation of CP Programs and oversight.
CP is being integrated more into the City’s Housing and Economic Development
Department, with a City email address and City Hall office, with the gallery to remain at
84 Free Street.

E. Finance Committee workshop summary on CP TIF and budget allocation — TIF vote
is postponed until budget prep for FY2023.
Councilor Chong noted that he spoke with the Finance Committee about a possible
$25,000 in available TIF funds for this year. Councilor Chong gave some history in that
the Housing and Economic Development Committee passed a 4-0 vote to recommend
to the City Council amending the Downtown TOD TIF to have a floor of $155,000
annually for CP. The City Council recently tabled this item indefinitely in order for this
to be taken up through the FY2023 budget process. He noted that arts are under-funded
here, and, with the new Council, we shall see how/if this gets funded.

F. ARPA Funding — City Workshop
Ms. Minot said that there are two rounds of ARPA funding, round 1 was for projects
that are shovel ready. Round 2, coming up, will be for longer-term projects and CP has
put in a list of items for funding. In response to Ms. Hancock, Councilor Chong said
that he has another year and two months before his term is up on the Council, so would
most likely start running for re-election this Summer.

G. Grant Pursuit — Onion Foundation, Maine Arts Commission, ARPA

Ms. Minot noted that NEA has APRA funds and CP will look into applying for a grant
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to re-grant to non-profits. She also noted that today CP received a MAC grant for
$5,000 for CP operating expenses. A grant application to Onion Foundation was
submitted to support CP part-time contractors; this is pending. She thanked Ms.
Hancock for assistance in grant applications. She is preparing a report to NEA for the
$25,000 Our Town Matching Grant CP received.

. Creative Bus Shelters Round 2 — Open Call; submissions due Dec. 15

Ms. Minot said that this is still active and accepting applications.

Arts Relief Fund — Rolling Applications/November Award Announcements

Ms. Minot said that awards will be based on selection criteria, which will be announced
later this month.

Proposed Winter Holiday Festival 2022 — Multiple City Partners

Ms. Minot noted potential partners include Visit Portland, Chamber, Portland
Downtown, and Buoy Local, but this would need private sector investment to promote
the event, noting that it was thought it would run for two to four weeks. There are also
staffing issues for vendors who would want to participate but cannot. Ms. Brooks noted
interest in possibly being involved in the event, and Ms. Minot said she would provide
her with contact information.

. Summary of CP Focus: Creative Bus Shelters, Cultural App, Artist Relief Fund,
FFAW, Arts & Culture Summit (Summer 2022), Reduce Fiscal Sponsorship
Programs. Postpone Hear Here until 2023, Advocate for City Arts Department

Ms. Minot said that results continue for the programs listed, but noted staff is
recommending stopping the Fiscal Sponsorships at fiscal year end June 30, 2022, with
CP still supporting the organizations in other ways. Staffing this program takes time,

but also noted that if the Cultural App is successful, CP could hire a contractor 6 to 8
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hours a week to support the fiscal sponsorship program. This can be further discussed
at a future Board meeting. Also due to continuing Pandemic concerns, Hear Here will
be postponed until 2023.

Mr. Brenerman agreed that the Board could further discuss the fiscal sponsorship program

in the next few months to see how the Cultural App launch will go.

Item #5: Draft Annual Report for FY2021 — to be presented at Nov/Dec City Council

(date 11/15 t/b/d).

President Anker said that the City Council meeting date of November 15 is tentative at this
time. The Annual Report provides information on CP’s accomplishments and struggles, and what is

the plan moving forward.

Ms. Davis confirmed that this would be on the November 15 Council Agenda.

On motion made by Mr. Brenerman, seconded by Ms. Barna, the Board voted
unanimously to forward the Annual Report, in substantially the form as presented, to the City Council

as a communication.

Item #6: Nominating Committee: During the Pandemic, we propose the current

slate of officers.

President Anker noted that it was being recommended to keep the current slate of officers,
namely Kate Anker/President, Eliza Ginn/Vice-President, GibFoltz/Treasurer, David Brenerman/
Secretary, and Dinah Minot/Assistant Secretary. On motion made by Ms. Archambeault, seconded by
Ms. Hancock, the Board voted unanimously to keep the current slate of officers the same for another

year.



President Anker then thanked Ms. Barna for her three years of service on the Board, with
this her last meeting as a CP Board Director. The Board applauded her service, with Ms. Barna noting
that it has been interesting to see CP evolve and will keep posted on its future.

Item #7: Board Share

President Anker noted that Ms. Hancock has agreed to represent CP on the Portland Public
Art Committee (PPAC), and thank Mr. Foltz for his representation on the PPAC these last few years.
Ms. Foltz indicated that the PPAC is under-funded, with Ms. Minot suggesting that PPAC be absorbed
into CP at some point.

Ms. Minot noted that CP’s new website will make it easier for people to add to it, and she
also welcomed any thoughts/ideas that the Board may want to see included in the monthly newsletter.

Ms. Ginn noted the new roundabout at Deering Avenue and Brighton Avenue, particularly
about the public art in the center which does not say anything about the artist. Ms. Minot said that CP
posted an Instagram about the artist, and that a ribbon-cutting is planned for 3:00 on Monday.

Ms. Minot noted that Mr. Keyes called her about the changing public art climate in
Portland, and she gave him information on CP’s recent accomplishments and told him about the
upcoming Cultural App.

Item #8: Closing Comments by President

President Anker noted that there will be no Board meeting in December, with the next
regularly scheduled Board to be held on January 5, 2022.

On motion then made by Ms. Hancock, seconded by Ms. Bloss, the Board voted
unanimously to adjourn the meeting at approximately 4:53 p.m.

Respectfully, Lori Paulette



