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ZOOM INFORMATION:

This meeting will be held remotely pursuant to the Remote Meeting Policy adopted 
by the Legislative & Nominating Committee and as authorized under 1 M.R.S. 
403-B because of the existence of an emergency or urgent issue that requires the 
committee to meet by remote methods. Allow your computer to install the free 
Zoom app to get the best meeting experience. If you are not able to attend live, a 
recording will be available following the meeting.

For public comment, you will need to use the "raise your hand" feature. To raise 
your hand via the telephone, please hit *9. You will be unmuted by the host when it 
is time for public comment.

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://portlandmaine-
gov.zoom.us/j/88909451306?pwd=WGtrUmlrMUVTOHRYUTZwdEU5OXJoQT09
Passcode: 652213
Or One tap mobile :
    US: +13126266799,,88909451306#,,,,*652213#  or 
+19292056099,,88909451306#,,,,*652213#
Or Telephone:
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
        US: +1 312 626 6799  or +1 929 205 6099  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 346 248 
7799  or +1 669 900 6833  or +1 253 215 8782
Webinar ID: 889 0945 1306
Passcode: 652213
    International numbers available: https://portlandmaine-
gov.zoom.us/u/kdlkTQqL4U

  

 
  

II. Call to Order
  
III. Approval of Meeting Minutes
  
 a. Draft Minutes from the 3/15/22 Meeting
   

IV. Legislative Update
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 a. Review of LD 484 (An Act To Change Maine’s Tax Laws)
   

 b. Review of Legislative Tracker (Bernstein Shur)
   

V. Other Business
  
 a. Review 2022 Work Plan
   

VI. Adjournment
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Legislative & Nominating 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
March 15, 2022

MEMBERS
Councilor April Fournier, Chair

Mayor Kate Snyder
Councilor Pious Ali

1

I. ZOOM INFORMATION:
 
a. This meeting will be held remotely pursuant to the Remote Meeting Policy 

adopted by the Legislative & Nominating Committee and as authorized under 1 
M.R.S. 403-B because of the existence of an emergency or urgent issue that 
requires the committee to meet by remote methods. Allow your computer to install 
the free Zoom app to get the best meeting experience. If you are not able to attend 
live, a recording will be available following the meeting.

For public comment, you will need to use the "raise your hand" feature. To raise 
your hand via the telephone, please hit *9. You will be unmuted by the host when 
it is time for public comment.

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://portlandmaine-
gov.zoom.us/j/88909451306?pwd=WGtrUmlrMUVTOHRYUTZwdEU5OXJoQT0
9
Passcode: 652213
Or One tap mobile :
    US: +13126266799,,88909451306#,,,,*652213#  or 
+19292056099,,88909451306#,,,,*652213#
Or Telephone:
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
        US: +1 312 626 6799  or +1 929 205 6099  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 346 248 
7799  or +1 669 900 6833  or +1 253 215 8782
Webinar ID: 889 0945 1306
Passcode: 652213
    International numbers available: https://portlandmaine-
gov.zoom.us/u/kdlkTQqL4U

 

II. Call to Order
 The Meeting was called to order by Chair Fournier at 8:10 AM

Councilor April Fournier (Chair), Mayor Kate Snyder, Councilor Pious Ali, Representative 
Sam Zager, Kathy Jones (City Clerk), Dena Libner (Chief of Staff), Sheba Brown 
(Executive Office Manager), Kate Knox (Bernstein Shur) Alysia Melnick (Bernstein Shur), 
and Chris Feeney (Bernstein Shur) were in attendance.  

III. Approval of Meeting Minutes
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a. Minutes from the meeting of March 8, 2022
 Mayor Snyder made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2022 meeting, 

seconded by Councilor Ali, vote (3-0). 

IV. Legislative Update
 
a. Review: Appropriations Bills (Bernstein Shur)

For more information about these bills, including bill text, please click on 
the relevant hyperlinks included in the backup materials.

 Kate Knox, Alysia Melnick, and Chris Feeney discussed the appropriations bills 
outlined in the background materials. 

b. Review: Letter regarding LD 1945 (An Act To Regulate the Use of 
Biometric Identifiers)

 Chris Feeney asked for direction regarding the draft letter of support for this 
legislation. It has not been voted out of committee, and has been recommended to pass 
as amended, or to create a stakeholder group to study the issue further and bring it back 
to the legislature in a year. The Committee expressed support for a stakeholder group 
or study as the drafting of the letter goes forward. 

c. Review: Legislative Tracker (Bernstein Shur)
 Alysia Melnick highlighted LD 1446, An Act to Aid Municipalities in the Issuance of 

Concealed Handgun Permits. The Committee asked Bernstein Shur to contact the 
Portland Delegation to alert them of the City's concerns with this legislation. 

Chris Feeney highlighted L D 2003 (Speaker's Housing bill) has a work session this 
week and the Committee submitted testimony in support. 

V. Meeting Schedule
 
a. 2022 Federal Priorities Memo (staff and Committee recommendations)
 The Committee discussed the Federal Priorities Memo and will discuss their priorities 

with the Federal Delegation while in DC and continue to work on scheduling meetings 
with the Federal Delegation in Maine. 

b. Approving a new nominee to the Parks Commission (from interviews 
held on February 22, 2022) (Katherine L. Jones, City Clerk)

 Chair Fournier made a motion to nominate Sherry Musgrave to the Parks Commission, 
Seconded by Mayor Snyder, vote (3-0). 
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VI. Adjournment
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LD 484 
LR 1853     PROPOSED COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 
jsj          Sen. Chipman 
4/8/22 
G:\TAXCMTE\130th-2\bills\LD 484 pca Chipman 2-8-22.docx 
 
Committee Amendment to LD 484, An Act To Change Maine’s Tax Laws 
 
NEW TITLE: 
 
 
Amend the bill by striking everything after the enacting clause and substituting the following: 
 
 
 
 Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §4641-B, sub-§E is amended to read: 
 

E.  In fiscal year years 2015-16 and each fiscal year thereafter to 2021-22, the Treasurer 
of State shall credit the revenues derived from the tax imposed pursuant to section 
4641-A, subsection 1 in accordance with this paragraph. 
 

(1)  At the beginning of the fiscal year, the Maine State Housing Authority shall 
certify to the Treasurer of State the amount that is necessary and sufficient to meet the 
authority's obligations relating to bonds issued or planned to be issued by the 
authority under Title 30-A, section 4864. 
 
(2)  On a monthly basis the Treasurer of State shall apply 50% of the revenues in 
accordance with this subparagraph.  The Treasurer of State shall first pay revenues 
available under this subparagraph to the Maine State Housing Authority, which shall 
deposit the funds in the Maine Energy, Housing and Economic Recovery Fund 
established in Title 30-A, section 4863, until the amount paid equals the amount 
certified by the Maine State Housing Authority under subparagraph (1), after which 
the Treasurer of State shall credit any remaining revenues available under this 
subparagraph to the General Fund. 
 
(3)  On a monthly basis, the Treasurer of State shall credit 50% of the revenues to the 
Maine State Housing Authority, except that, notwithstanding paragraph F, in fiscal 
year 2015-16, the Treasurer of State shall first credit $6,291,740 of the revenues 
available under this subparagraph to the General Fund and except that, 
notwithstanding paragraph F, in fiscal year 2016-17, the Treasurer of State shall first 
credit $6,090,367 of the revenues available under this subparagraph to the General 
Fund and except that, notwithstanding paragraph F, in fiscal years 2017-18 and 2018-
19, the Treasurer of State shall first credit $2,500,000 of the revenues available under 
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this subparagraph to the General Fund.  The Maine State Housing Authority shall 
deposit the funds received pursuant to this subparagraph in the Housing Opportunities 
for Maine Fund created in Title 30-A, section 4853 

 
 Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §4641, sub-§4-B, ¶E-1 is enacted to read: 
 

E-1.  In fiscal year 2022-23 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Treasurer of State shall 
credit the revenues derived from the tax imposed pursuant to section 4641-A, subsection 
1 in accordance with this paragraph. 
 

(1)  At the beginning of the fiscal year, the Maine State Housing Authority shall 
certify to the Treasurer of State the amount that is necessary and sufficient to meet the 
authority's obligations relating to bonds issued or planned to be issued by the 
authority under Title 30-A, section 4864. 
 
(2)  On a monthly basis the Treasurer of State shall apply the revenues in accordance 
with this subparagraph.  The Treasurer of State shall pay revenues available under 
this paragraph to the Maine State Housing Authority, which shall first deposit funds 
in the Maine Energy, Housing and Economic Recovery Fund established in Title 30-
A, section 4863, until the amount deposited equals the amount certified by the Maine 
State Housing Authority under subparagraph (1), after which the Maine State 
Housing Authority shall deposit the remaining funds received in the Housing 
Opportunities for Maine Fund created in Title 30-A, section 4853.  
 

Summary 
 

 This amendment replaces the bill.  The amendment changes the distribution of revenue 
from the real estate transfer tax on property transfers by deeds to provide that beginning in fiscal 
year 2022-23 revenue received by the State would be distributed entirely to the Maine State 
Housing Authority for deposit in the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund after the transfer of 
funds identified to be used by the Maine State Housing Authority for deposit in the Maine 
Energy, Housing and Economic Recovery Fund to meet the authority's obligations relating to 
bonds issued or planned to be issued by the authority for the Maine Energy, Housing and 
Economic Program. 
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COP Legislative Tracking Report 3/19/2022
130th Legislature - First Regular Session

Page 1 of 12  

LD # LR # Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP
Position

Public Hearing Work Session Status Category Notes Priority

1866 2507 An Act To Ensure Low-income Families
and Children with Special Needs Can
Access After-school Services

Gramlich HHS Bill Text 1/25/22
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

3/7/22
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

DEAD After school
services

Provides new reimbursement to schools for
after school programs

1386 923 Resolve, To Improve Access to Bariatric
Care (Emergency)

Perry HHS Bill Text Monitor 4/14/21
2:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

4/26/21
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Bariatric care This will not directly affect City operations, but
staff is supportive from a policy perspective.

1945 2477 An Act To Regulate the Use of
Biometric Identifiers

O'Neil JUD Bill Text Monitor/
Support

2/22/22
9:00 AM

Rm 438 SH

3/2/22
1:00 PM

Rm 438 SH

Voted
3/2/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Biometric
Identifiers

49 271 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue To Invest in Infrastructure
To Address Sea Level Rise (Bond)

Brennan AFA Bill Text 4/26/21
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

Carry over
approved
7/13/21

Bond

50 272 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue To Invest in Housing for
Persons Who Are Homeless (Bond)

Brennan AFA Bill Text 4/21/21
1:00 PM

Rm 228 SH

2/22/22
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

ONTP
Reported out

3/10/22

Bond

133 930 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue To Invest in Fire Stations
(Bond)

Crockett AFA Bill Text Support 4/27/21
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

Carry over
approved
7/13/21

Bond High

150 140 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue To Fund Hazardous
Substance Site Cleanups (Bond)

Fay AFA Bill Text Staff to
review

4/26/21
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

Carry over
approved
7/13/21

Bond This is in line with the City's own regulations.
No issues.

175 1096 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue To Create and Enhance
Regional Homeless Shelters (Bond)

Cloutier AFA Bill Text Support/
Testify

4/21/21
1:00 PM

Rm 228 SH

2/22/22
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

ONTP
Reported out

3/10/22

Bond Provided testimony.
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181 955 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue To Complete the
Renovation of a Wharf and Bulkhead in
Portland for Marine Research (Bond)

Sylvester AFA Bill Text Staff to
review

4/20/21
1:00 PM

Rm 228 SH

2/22/22
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

Tabled
2/22/22

Bond

969 1496 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue for the Construction of a
Convention Center in Portland,
Improvements to the Augusta Civic
Center and a Competitive Grant
Program for Capital Improvements to
Public Venues across the State (Bond)

Bailey AFA Bill Text 4/27/21
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

2/22/22
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

ONTP
Reported out

3/10/22

Bond Staff to provide a memo.

987 1638 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue for the Portland Harbor
Commercial Revitalization Project's
Confined Aquatic Disposal Cell and
Dredging Projects (Bond)

Chipman AFA Bill Text Support/
Testify

4/29/21
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

Carry over
approved
7/13/21

Bond Staff strongly support and recommend direct
lobbying, close monitoring and testimony.

1086 1440 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue To Upgrade Customs
Facilities at the Portland International
Jetport and the Bangor International
Airport To Promote International
Tourism and Commerce (Bond)

Bailey AFA Bill Text Support/
Testify

4/29/21
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

2/22/22
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

Tabled
2/22/22

Bond Paul Bradbury to testify, watch for ICE
detention facility integration

1094 1816 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue To Reduce Homeowner and
Municipal Energy Bills through
Increased Efficiency and
Weatherization Projects (Bond)

Pouliot AFA Bill Text Support 4/21/21
1:00 PM

Rm 228 SH

2/22/22
10:00 AM
Rm 228 SH

ONTP
Reported out

3/10/22

Bond

1475 1621 An Act To Authorize a General Fund
Bond Issue for Targeted Food
Processing Infrastructure (Bond)

Talbot Ross AFA Bill Text Monitor 4/20/21
1:00 PM

Rm 228 SH

Carry over
approved
7/13/21

Bond Staff support

LD # LR # Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP
Position

Public Hearing Work Session Status Category Notes Priority
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1555 1863 An Act To Fund Broadband Internet
Infrastructure for Marginalized Groups
in the State

Talbot Ross EUT Bill Text 4/27/21
9:00 AM

Rm 211 COB

Work session
held

5/27/21

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Broadband Will not impact City operations.

1894 2293 An Act To Support Municipal
Broadband Infrastructure through
Incentives and Competition

Vitelli EUT Bill Text 2/3/22
9:00 AM

Rm 211 COB

3/10/22
11:00 AM

Rm 211 COB

Voted
3/10/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Broadband

1940 2394 An Act To Ensure That Building Codes
Allow the Installation and Use of
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning
Products and Equipment That Use
Certain Federally Regulated
Refrigerants (Title change)

Timberlake CJPS Bill Text Monitor 2/7/22
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

2/7/22
9:15 AM

Rm 216 COB

OTP-AM
Reported out

2/16/22

Building codes From staff - This bill may prohibit
municipalities from adopting certain energy
codes that are stricter than the base code,
potentially undermining local energy
efficiency initiatives. Staff recommend that
this bill be monitored as they look into it
further

1847 An Act To Allow the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles To Assist in the Critical
Incident Contact Chain

Sanborn Need
language

Contact chain High

1874 2397 An Act To Clarify COVID-19 Paid Leave
for School Employees (Emergency)

White LH Bill Text 1/31/22
9:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

2/7/22
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

Voted
2/7/22
OTP-AM

Not rpt out

COVID-19

1845 2310 An Act To Amend the Education
Statutes

Brennan ECA Bill Text Monitor 1/13/22
9:30 AM

Rm 208 COB

1/27/22
9:30 AM

Rm 208 COB

Voted
1/27/22
OTP-AM

Not rpt out

Education

LD # LR # Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP
Position

Public Hearing Work Session Status Category Notes Priority
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1935 2602 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review
of Portions of Chapter 60: New School
Siting Approval, Portions of Chapter 61:
State Board of Education Rules for
Major Capital School Construction
Projects and Portions of Chapter 125:
Basic School Approval Standards: Public
Schools and School Administrative
Units, Major Substantive Rules of the
Department of Education, State Board
of Education (Emergency)

Brennan ECA Bill Text 2/8/22
9:30 AM

Rm 208 COB

2/15/22
9:30 AM

Rm 208 COB

Voted
2/15/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Education

1830 2351 An Act To Amend the Election Laws Luchini VLA Bill Text Monitor 1/12/22
9:00 AM

Rm 437 SH

2/7/22
1:00 PM

Rm 437 SH

Voted
2/7/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Elections Kathy testified for MTTCA.

555 906 An Act To Expand the Rights of Public
Sector Employees

Sylvester LH Bill Text Oppose/
Monitor

1/19/22
9:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

Work session
held

1/19/22

DEAD Employment

2006 2548 An Act To Improve the Low-income
Home Energy Assistance Program
(Emergency)

LaRochelle LH Bill Text 3/8/22
10:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

3/16/22
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

Voted
3/16/22
OTP-AM

Not rpt out

Energy
Assistance

1898 2313 An Act To Address the Economic Impact
of Federal Closures on Maine's Fixed
Gear Fishing Industry (Emergency)

Stover MR Bill Text 2/1/22
9:00 AM

Rm 206 COB

2/15/22
9:00 AM

Rm 206 COB

Voted
2/15/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Fishing
Industry

1772 2382 An Act To Amend the Remote Meeting
Law in Maine's Freedom of Access Act

Harnett JUD Bill Text Monitor 2/1/22
1:00 PM

Rm 438 SH

3/11/22
9:30 AM

Rm 438 SH

Tabled
3/2/22

FOIA Staff is supporting

LD # LR # Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP
Position

Public Hearing Work Session Status Category Notes Priority

Page 11

https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280082541
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1935&PID=1456&snum=130
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280082180
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1830&PID=1456&snum=130
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280078962
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=555&PID=1456&snum=130
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280082956
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=2006&PID=1456&snum=130
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280082333
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1898&PID=1456&snum=130
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280081981
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1772&PID=1456&snum=130


        

COP Legislative Tracking Report 3/19/2022
130th Legislature - First Regular Session

Page 5 of 12  

910 284 An Act To Amend the General
Assistance Laws Governing
Reimbursement

Brennan HHS Bill Text Support/
Testify

4/1/21
12:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

4/22/21
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

General
Assistance

Written testimony submitted High

343 1804 An Act To Set Aside Funds from Federal
Block Grants for Certain Communities

Talbot Ross HHS Bill Text Monitor 3/24/21
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

3/3/22
2:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

Voted
3/3/22
OTP-AM

Not rpt out

Grants Concerns

Ask for language from Rep. Talbot Ross

1939 2510 An Act To Protect School
Administration Officials from
Harassment and Abuse

Breen CJPS Bill Text 2/18/22
10:00 AM
Rm 436 SH

3/3/22
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

Voted
3/3/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Harassment

1523 1388 An Act To Establish the Trust for a
Healthy Maine

Millett HHS Bill Text Monitor 2/9/22
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

3/2/22
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

Voted
3/2/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Health

1693 1927 An Act To Advance Health Equity,
Improve the Well-being of All Maine
People and Create a Health Trust

Talbot Ross HHS Bill Text Monitor 2/9/22
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

3/2/22
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

Voted
3/2/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Health

1968 2352 An Act To Expand Access to Mental
Health and Crisis Care for Individuals in
Jails and Individuals Experiencing
Homelessness

Talbot Ross HHS Bill Text 3/1/22
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

3/16/22
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

Voted
3/16/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Health

1899 2386 An Act To Ensure Safe Entry and Access
for People Seeking Health Care and
Other Constitutional Rights

McCreight JUD Bill Text 3/1/22
9:00 AM

Rm 438 SH

3/8/22
9:00 AM

Rm 438 SH

Voted
3/8/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Health Care Support. Would like more information.

Adds municipal requirements to patrolling
health care provider sites
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1909 2384 An Act To Remove Restrictions on
Syringe Service Programs (Emergency)

McDonald HHS Bill Text Monitor 2/1/22
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

2/8/22
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP
Reported out

2/24/22

Health Care Staff recommends tracking.

1966 2596 An Act To Facilitate Access to Heating
Assistance

Curry LH Bill Text 2/28/22
10:15 AM

Rm 202 COB

3/8/22
1:00 PM

Rm 216 COB

Voted
3/8/22
OTP-AM

Not rpt out

Heating
assistance

1448 1597 An Act To Increase the Homestead
Property Tax Exemption (Title change)

Talbot Ross TAX Bill Text 5/4/21
11:00 AM
Rm 127 SH

5/10/21
9:00 AM

Rm 127 SH

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Homestead
Exemption

High

1246 1616 Resolve, To Study Best Practices and
Different Area Needs for Development
of Affordable Homes and Expanding
Home Ownership in Maine
Communities

Gere LH Bill Text Monitor 4/16/21
9:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

4/30/21
12:30 PM

Rm 202 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Housing Staff support. Similar goal to LD 48.

1300 684 An Act To Require County Governments
To Coordinate with Municipalities To
Create Plans To Address Homelessness

Supica SLG Bill Text 4/16/21
9:00 AM

Rm 214 COB

4/26/21
10:30 AM

Rm 214 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Housing

1337 103 An Act To Increase Affordable Housing
and Reduce Property Taxes through an
Impact Fee on Vacant Residences

Kessler TAX Bill Text Support
w/changes

4/14/21
9:00 AM

Rm 127 SH

2/3/22
9:00 AM

Rm 127 SH

MAJ: OTP-AM
MIN: ONTP
Reported out

3/1/22

Housing Bernstein to contact sponsor to discuss.  Staff
strongly support vacancy fees, but believe
program should be local with revenue staying
in the municipality to further affordable
housing goals and/or reducing the tax burden

1961 2339 An Act To Help Alleviate Maine's
Housing Shortage and Change the
Membership of the Maine State
Housing Authority (Emergency)

Hickman LH Bill Text 3/7/22
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

3/18/22
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

Housing
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2003 2299 An Act To Implement the
Recommendations of the Commission
To Increase Housing Opportunities in
Maine by Studying Zoning and Land Use
Restrictions (Emergency)

Fecteau LH Bill Text 3/7/22
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

3/16/22
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

Voted
3/16/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Housing

17 373 Resolve, To Provide Rural Nonmedical
Transportation Services to the Elderly
and Adults with Disabilities Receiving
Home and Community Benefits under
the MaineCare Program (Emergency)

Maxmin HHS Bill Text High
Priority

2/10/21
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

5/13/21
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

MaineCare High

684 953 Resolve, To Amend MaineCare
Reimbursement Provisions Governing
Supplemental Payments to Nursing
Facilities with High MaineCare Use
(Emergency)

Timberlake HHS Bill Text 3/17/21
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

4/6/21
2:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

MaineCare Staff to check

1195 800 An Act To Increase Funding to
Qualifying Municipalities by Sharing
Adult Use Marijuana Sales and Excise
Tax Revenue

Roberts TAX Bill Text Strong
support/
Testify

4/7/21
9:00 AM

Rm 127 SH

3/10/22
9:00 AM

Rm 127 SH

Voted
3/10/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Marijuana Staff will submit written testimony

1930 2582 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review
of Portions of Chapter 1: Adult Use
Marijuana Program Rule, a Major
Substantive Rule of the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services,
Office of Marijuana Policy (Emergency)

Caiazzo VLA Bill Text 1/31/22
11:00 AM
Rm 437 SH

3/11/22
10:30 AM
Rm 437 SH

Voted
3/11/22
OTP

Not rpt out

Marijuana
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1428 1626 An Act To Increase the Availability of
Nasal Naloxone in Community Settings

Dodge HHS Bill Text Monitor 4/23/21
9:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

2/22/22
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

Voted
2/22/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Naloxone Staff support

250 1098 An Act To Assist Nursing Homes in the
Management of Facility Beds

Perry HHS Bill Text City staff to
check

3/17/21
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

4/6/21
2:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Nursing
homes

No issue (will not affect BC unless we reduced
bed size and then increased bed size).

1482 1310 An Act To Improve Access to Property
Tax Exemptions for New Homeowners

Grohoski TAX Bill Text 5/4/21
11:00 AM
Rm 127 SH

5/10/21
9:00 AM

Rm 127 SH

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Property tax High

1879 2421 An Act To Support Law Enforcement
Officers, Corrections Officers, E-9-1-1
Dispatchers, Firefighters and
Emergency Medical Services Persons
Diagnosed with Post-traumatic Stress
Disorder

Sylvester LH Bill Text 1/31/22
9:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

2/7/22
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

Voted
2/7/22
OTP-AM

Not rpt out

PTSD Support. FD & PD may testify.

202 758 RESOLUTION, Proposing an
Amendment to the Constitution of
Maine To Implement Ranked-choice
Voting

Miramant VLA Bill Text Monitor 2/10/21
10:00 AM
Rm 437 SH

3/26/21
11:30 AM
Rm 437 SH

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Ranked choice

328 711 An Act To Fully Fund and Restore State-
Municipal Revenue Sharing
(Emergency)

Harnett TAX Bill Text Support/
Testify

3/9/21
9:30 AM

Rm 127 SH

3/18/21
9:30 AM

Rm 127 SH

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Revenue
sharing

Mayor will testify

1971 2594 An Act To Implement the
Recommendations of the Right To
Know Advisory Committee Concerning
Remote Participation

Harnett JUD Bill Text 2/25/22
10:00 AM
Rm 438 SH

3/11/22
9:30 AM

Rm 438 SH

Tabled
3/2/22

Right to know

1440 1401 An Act To Provide Safe Gear for Female
Firefighters

Roeder CJPS Bill Text Support 4/21/21
2:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

4/30/21
1:00 PM

Rm 436 SH

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Safety Staff support, City of Portland already does
this.

111 474 An Act To Allow Career Educators To
Retire without Penalty

Tuell LH Bill Text 2/3/21
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

2/22/21
1:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

School
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270 352 An Act To Amend the Regional
Adjustment Index To Ensure School
Districts Do Not Receive Less than the
State Average for Teacher Salaries

Stewart ECA Bill Text Monitor 3/8/21
10:00 AM

Rm 208 COB

3/3/22
9:30 AM

Rm 208 COB

Voted
3/3/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

School Check with Superintendent

Xavier Botana_defer to Rep. Brennan

773 295 An Act To Assist Public School Students
and Families Who Are Homeless

Brennan LH Bill Text 4/2/21
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

4/21/21
12:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

School Review further

211 1094 An Act To Support Emergency Shelter
Access for Persons Experiencing
Homelessness

Cloutier LH Bill Text Monitor 2/17/21
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

3/17/21
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Shelter Monitor/most likely support. Staff to look into
GA/shelter bills; Staff supports (carryover
from 129th - LD 1909)

654 1665 An Act To Create a 24-hour Shelter
Capital Project Funding Program

Arford LH Bill Text Monitor 3/22/21
10:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

4/21/21
12:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Shelter Concerned as meant to only cover hotel
purchases.

259 886 An Act To Improve Solid Waste
Management

McDonald ENR Bill Text Monitor 3/7/22
9:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

3/14/22
11:00 AM

Rm 216 COB

Voted
3/14/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Solid waste

1963 2573 An Act To Create the General Purpose
Aid Stabilization Fund

LaRochelle ECA Bill Text 2/22/22
10:30 AM

Rm 208 COB

3/10/22
11:00 AM

Rm 208 COB

Voted
3/10/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Stabilization
Fund

197 666 Resolve, To Ensure That Community
Mental Health Service Providers Can
Access Pandemic Stimulus Funds

Breen HHS Bill Text Support 4/15/21
1:00 PM

Rm 209 COB

5/13/21
10:30 AM

Rm 209 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Stimulus City staff to review

Staff supports
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290 346 An Act To Stabilize Property Taxes for
Individuals 65 Years of Age or Older
Who Own a Homestead for at Least 10
Years

Stewart TAX Bill Text Oppose 5/12/21
9:30 AM

Rm 127 SH

5/25/21
9:00 AM

Rm 127 SH

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Tax The property tax amount is not a number that
can just be frozen in our internal systems. The
property tax for each individual parcel is a
computation derived of two parts - the
assessed value of the property multiplied by
the tax rate for the corresponding fiscal year.
In order to keep a tax amount "stabilized"
there would need to be an adjustment made
to one of these parts or at the very least, an
abatement done to subtract the overall
difference to arrive at the same "stabilized"
tax amount each year.

I object to the provision that someone eligible
for a "stabilized" tax could move it with them
to another municipality. Imagine someone
living in Machias in a 1500 sq. ft., 3 bed, 1.5
bath home assessed at $200,000 and paying
$4,000 in taxes downsizes and moves to a
condo in Portland where the taxes may be
$6,000 otherwise. Let's say instead of
downsizing, the eligible individual upsizes to
create a larger home for extended family.
Who wouldn't want to move their
grandmother to an Eastern or Western
Promenade property to take advantage of her
"stabilized" eligibility to pay only $4,000 in
taxes on a property that would otherwise be
taxed at $8,000, $10,000 or $12,000 with the
State picking up the difference?

There needs to be a firm commitment from
the State each year to compensate each
municipality fully at 100% of the lost tax
revenue. The State does not have a great track
record for this. State law currently allows for
only 50% of the lost revenue from exemption
programs to be reimbursed. There have been
recent changes where the Homestead
Exemption is now reimbursed to us at 70%,
but I can see the 100% called for in this
legislation easily getting scaled back in times
of State budget crunches.

I would expect the Assessor's Association
would be vehemently opposed to this
legislation. This would create the need for all
eligible individuals and properties to be
tracked separately and independently from
year to year, which would be introducing a
new process and workload that does not
currently exist within each assessment office.

647 517 An Act To Expand Eligibility for the
Veterans' Property Tax Exemption

Keim TAX Bill Text Monitor 4/7/21
9:00 AM

Rm 127 SH

4/20/21
9:00 AM

Rm 127 SH

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Tax Staff to get additional information

LD # LR # Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP
Position

Public Hearing Work Session Status Category Notes Priority
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1771 2437 Resolve, To Establish the Advisory Panel
To Better Understand and Make
Recommendations Regarding the
Implications of Genome-editing
Technology for the Citizens of the State

Zager HHS Bill Text 1/12/22
10:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

1/20/22
11:00 AM

Rm 209 COB

OTP-AM
Reported out

2/18/22

Technology Support. Mayor testified.

2012 2649 An Act Regarding the Authority of
Municipalities To Regulate Timber
Harvesting

Dill ACF Bill Text Timber
harvesting

1447 1867 An Act To Require Training in Racial
Issues, Racial Justice and Social Issues
at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy
and To Establish Additional
Requirements for Law Enforcement
Officers and Candidates

Gramlich CJPS Bill Text Support 5/7/21
9:00 AM

Rm 436 SH

2/17/22
10:15 AM
Rm 436 SH

Voted
2/17/22

Anticipated Divided
Rpt

Not rpt out

Training Staff support

1630 An Act To Increase Access To
Transportation for Workforce and
Other Essential Transportation Needs

Transportatio
n

High

148 354 An Act To Establish Ongoing Absentee
Voting

Fecteau VLA Bill Text Monitor 2/8/21
9:00 AM

Rm 437 SH

4/30/21
1:00 PM

Rm 437 SH

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Voting

1849 An Act To Assist Maine's Working
Waterfront

Sanborn Need
language

Waterfront High

1889 2274 An Act To Amend the Whistleblowers'
Protection Act To Ensure Coverage in
Unionized Workplaces

Harnett LH Bill Text 2/2/22
9:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

2/14/22
1:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

MAJ: OTP
MIN: ONTP
Reported out

3/16/22

Whistleblower
Protection

1338 810 An Act To Prohibit Employers from
Retaliating against the Use of Earned
Paid Leave (Title change)

Millett LH Bill Text Monitor 4/23/21
9:00 AM

Rm 202 COB

4/26/21
12:00 PM

Rm 202 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

Workplace
rights

No testimony

LD # LR # Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP
Position

Public Hearing Work Session Status Category Notes Priority
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280081979
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1771&PID=1456&snum=130
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552 857 Resolve, To Improve the Individualized
Education Program Process (Title
change)

Millett ECA Bill Text Oppose 3/22/21
1:00 PM

Rm 208 COB

4/5/21
10:00 AM

Rm 208 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

From Xavier Botana: It is a special ed bill that
has significant potential costs associated with
it.  MSMA is strongly opposed and has
prepared a fact sheet.  I have personally
spoken to Rep. Millett about the bill and it's
better than it started, but still fundamentally
problematic.  Anything the team can do to
help get it stopped would be appreciated.

1383 1758 Resolve, Directing the Department of
Education To Study the Use of
Homework in Public Schools (Title
change)

Collings ECA Bill Text Oppose 4/22/21
10:00 AM

Rm 208 COB

5/4/21
1:00 PM

Rm 208 COB

Carry over
approved
7/19/21

From Xavier Botana: We oppose the portion
of the bill that prohibits homework be
assigned to students in PK-5. While it allows a
school Board to adopt a policy to allow
homework, it is overly broad to say that
homework is not allowed at all unless that
specific action is taken. School districts should
retain the ability to empower administrators
and teachers to assign homework. We support
the aspect of the bill that calls for a study of
homework, but would like to see it extended
throughout all grades and focus in particular
on ways in which homework can be used to
support what students are learning but not be
used as a punishment or negatively impact a
student's performance.

1929 2316 An Act To Provide Assistance to Areas
Severely Infested with Browntail Moths

Hepler ACF Bill Text 2/1/22
11:00 AM

Rm 214 COB

2/8/22
1:00 PM

Rm 214 COB

OTP-AM
Reported out

2/18/22

LD # LR # Title Sponsor Cmte Bill Information COP
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http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=552&PID=1456&snum=130
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Legislative/Nominating Committee 
2022  WORK PLAN -DRAFT

Committee Goals 

My hope for this committee this year is to have close collaboration with the state delegation 
to help align our actions locally and at the state, have good conversations around how we 
can best support each other, and ensure our meetings are productive and efficient for all of 
us. 

● Review Committee goals in context of Council goals (I have listed my priorities based 
on discussion with council members and our council goal setting workshop)

○ Housing
○ Homelessness
○ Public Safety
○ Racial Equity
○ ARPA Funding
○ Pandemic Response
○ Refugee/Asylee Support

● Review interview questions and process for nominating activities 
○ Kathy has reviewed all board and committee interview questions and will 

begin outreach to chairs on reducing questions to 3 the nominating committee 
will ask during interviews. 

○ Kathy has outlined nomination and interview timelines to help with crafting our 
annual workplan and help us prepare well ahead of time in setting aside time 
for interviews and ensuring good public notice and outreach. 

● Revise City of Portland website to reflect process and timing regarding all Boards and 
Committees 

○ Would like to explore this further with Kathy and Jessica Grondin on what’s 
coming up for the city website

● Develop strategy to engage and collaborate with Portland delegation to Augusta 
○ Conversations have begun with how we best collaborate. Considering more 

frequent meetings at the beginning of the session and exploring an in-person 
outside coffee/breakfast event to work on relationship building 

● Finetune work plan / communications / organizational process re: nominating work 
○ Would like a procedure documented for how the nominations process works, 
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roles and responsibilities, timelines and best practices to prepare for the 
transition of this work when Kathy retires. 

● Establishing support and focus of City Clerk, City Manager, and Corporation 
Counsel 

○ Clarifying roles and responsibilities for who is involved with which activity this 
committee works on

● Connect with policy stakeholders (Portland delegation, school board) 
○ Would like to amend this to more focus on creating or refining procedure 

which the legislative portion of the committee review a policy position, craft 
testimony, testify, submit testimony and work with the city staff to ensure we 
are not contradicting each other on behalf of the city.  How do we ensure that 
the city is speaking with one unified voice?

Committee Activity by Quarter (this looks ok, we can review in committee) 

Q1 (January through March) 

● Review State legislation and plan any priorities for testimony
○ Plan council/delegation coffee/breakfast, need outside location with heaters 

and masking required
● Review/interview applicants to boards/commissions (Jan call for noms/Feb 

interviews)
○ Consider how to diversify the committees and boards, what type of outreach 

to community groups is possible to explain what these positions do?
● Review nominating work scheduling and process (begin work on procedure 

documentation)
● Ensuring legislative priorities align with Council goals (bi-weekly or 2x/month 

meetings during this quarter)
● Is there a potential to meet or invite congressional delegation to join and talk about 

their work, hear our priorities and just build relationships?

Q2 (April through June) 

● Special Election for school board & school budget elections in June
● Any open board/commission seats and nominating work (are there any openings that 

we need to interview for mid-year or can we plan for winter and fall interviews and 
appointments?

● Committee meets with City Clerk to plan nomination work process 
○ Kathy will be retiring (and we will miss her!!!), what do we need to know, 

document, clarify, or complete before she is done?
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Q3 (July through September) 

● Committee meets with City Clerk to plan nomination outreach process 

Q4 (October through December) 

● New clerk or Interim Clerk onboarding

Q4  (Oct-December)

● Staff develop State priorities memo for Committee review (November) 
● Committee requests councilors’ input on State/Federal priorities (November) 

○ Should we have a specific invite to the council to attend a special 
meeting to review staff priorities and add any council priorities 

● Staff develop Federal priorities memo for Committee review
○ We have not had much engagement with our congressional 

delegation. Can we explore this, but look at Q1 or Q2 engagement
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