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City of Portland, Maine 

Joint City/School Finance Committee Meeting 
Thursday, August 24th, 2017 

5:30 p.m., Room 209 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

 
1. Introductions 

 
 
 

2. Approval of Minutes from 7/20/17 Meeting 
 
 
 

3. Portland Public Schools – Presentation on Proposed FY18 Budget Amendment 
 
 
 

4. Senior Tax Relief Proposal – Answers to Questions from 7/20/17 Meeting 
 
 
 

5. Other Business 
 
 
 

6. Adjournment  
 



City of Portland, Maine 
Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, July 20th, 2017 
5:30PM - Room 209 

Attendees:  Committee Members Mavodones, Ali, Costa 
Mayor Strimling, member of City staff and member of public 

 
 
 

1. Introductions (skipped - everyone knew each other) 
 
 

2. City Council Common Goals / Finance Committee Goals Continued 
• “Develop proposal for targeted tax relief” 
• City Council Order 288-16/17 – Presentation by Mayor Strimling 

 
FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS ASKED (to be answered at next meeting): 
1. Is the State program 62 and up?   Are other local programs 62 and up? 
2. Is the State program applicable to rents? 
3. How do we define residency / what residency requirements exist in the program? 
4. Do we otherwise have sensitive information on residents?  Is this something that will 

trigger additional privacy / security concerns? 
5. Would we check eligibility annually? 
6. Would we want to consider requests for abatements? 
7. Has there been consideration of administrative impact? 
8. Would there be any timing issues with our property tax? 

 
 
3. State of Maine Budget Discussion  

• General overview from Finance Director on State of Maine Budget highlights 
• Question from Mayor Strimling & Committee Members – Councilors received an email 

noting that GA law changed allowing local funding beyond 24 month GA limit.  Is this 
accurate? (ANSWER:  THIS HAS BEEN CONFIRMED AS INACCURATE – NO 
LOCAL FUNDING BEYOND 24 MONTHS IS LEGALLY PERMITTED, NO GA RULE 
CHANGES IMPACTING THIS WERE ADDED IN THE FINAL STATE BUDGET) 

 
 
 
Future Meeting Dates / Topics – Next meeting set for August 24, 2017 at 5:30PM 
 
 
 

4. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





























                                                                                    Finance Department 

        MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Members of the Finance Committee 

FROM: Brendan T O’Connell, Finance Director 

DATE: August 24, 2017 

SUBJECT: Responses to Questions and Answers on Proposed P-Step Program 
 

A number of questions were asked by the Finance Committee in regards to the proposed Portland 
Senior Tax Equity Program (P-Step) program.   The backup materials provided by Mayor Strimling during 
the June 19, 2017 City Council meeting (which can be accessed by clicking here) were very helpful when 
answering many of these questions.   A complete listing of the questions / answers can be found below. 
 

Question 1:  Is the State Program 62 and up?   Are other local programs 62 and up? 
The State of Maine program, called the Property Tax Fairness Credit, is actually open to any Maine 
resident regardless of age.   There is a maximum credit amount of $600 per individual, but the credit 
may be increased by an additional $300 if you are age 65 or older.    As proposed, the Portland P-Step 
would match up to the maximum of $900 of tax credit, not just the additional $300 related to being a 
senior citizen.  A table summarizing the age limits within several local programs, as originally 
documented in an earlier memo from Corporation Counsel Danielle West-Chuhta, is included below.   
 

 Maximum Credit Amount Age Restrictions Other Residency Restrictions 

State of Maine $600, plus extra $300 if 
you are age 65 or older 

None. 65 for 
additional credit 

None, Maine must be primary 
residence during tax year 

South Portland $400 70 Must be town resident at 
least 10 of last 12 years 

Cumberland $750 67 
Must be town resident for 10 
years preceding application 

including all of previous year 

Kennebunk $500 62 
Must be town resident for 10 
years preceding application 

including all of previous year 

Portland (as proposed) 

$900 – Proposing to 
match full credit, not just 

the amount related to 
being age 65 or older 

62 None (match State) 
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http://www.portlandmaine.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5189?fileID=26622
http://www.maine.gov/revenue/taxrelief/ptfcsummary.htm


Question 2:  Is the State Program Applicable to Rents? 

Yes, the State program is applicable to rents.  Eligibility requirements from the State of Maine 2016 
Property Tax Fairness Credit application are below. 
 

 
 

Question 3:  How do we define residency? 

Under the ordinance as proposed, the following definition of “Eligible Applicant” is included.    

§ 2-453. Eligible Applicant.  
 
In order to be an eligible applicant for a benefit from the City under the Program, an applicant must 
demonstrate all of the following:  
 
(a) The applicant must be 62 years of age and have a homestead in the City at the time of application. 
 
(b) If the applicant owns his or her homestead, the applicant paid in full all property taxes for the year for 
which the refund is requested. If the applicant rents his or her homestead, the applicant paid rent during 
the year for which the refund is requested.  
 
(c) The applicant has received a tax credit under the State Program for the prior year. 
 

Question 4:  Do we otherwise have sensitive information on residents?  Is this something that will 
trigger additional privacy concerns?  

Yes, unlike the Homestead Exemption form, which does not require population of Social Security 
Number, a potential P-Step application would require usage of Social Security Number.    New policies 
and procedures would need to be added to address the additional privacy, security and liability 
concerns.  
 

Question 5:  Would we check eligibility annually? 
Yes, under the proposed P-Step program we would check eligibility annually.  
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http://www.maine.gov/revenue/forms/1040/2016/16_1040%20sched%20pstfc_download.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/revenue/forms/1040/2016/16_1040%20sched%20pstfc_download.pdf


 

Question 6:  Would we want to consider requests for abatement? 
This was not specifically addressed in the proposed P-Step program.  It is likely something that could be 
handled on a case-by-case basis due to the limited number of abatement requests received annually.  

 
 

Question 7:  Has there been any consideration of the administrative burden on staff? 
According to the Mayor’s presentation at the July 20th, 2017 meeting, the program was designed to 
match the State program in part to make the process as simple as possible.     

 

Question 8: Would there be any timing issues with our property tax commitment?  
This is something that needs to be discussed in more detail with the Tax Assessor, the State of Maine 
and the Finance Directors and Assessors from other local municipalities.   City Staff has begun reaching 
out to other municipalities about the launch of their particular program to discuss best practices.  
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