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City of Portland, Maine
Public Safety / Health & Human Services Committee
June 9, 2015


Meeting Minutes


Committee Attendance:  	Chair Councilor Suslovic, Councilor Costa, Councilor Brenerman; Councilor Duson

City Staff Attendance:	Michael Sauschuck, Acting City Manager; Adam Lee, Associate Corporation Counsel; Julie Sullivan, Acting Chief of Staff; Keith Gautreau, Acting Assistant Fire Chief; Toho Soma, Director of Public Health


AGENDA ITEM  1 - Meeting Called to Order at 5:30pm

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chair Suslovic moved to accept minutes from the May 12 meeting. A Mr. Stephen Scharf from the audience requested his name spelling be corrected in the May meeting minutes. Mr. Scharf also requested the minutes reflect the position of Mr. Robert Haines to support the proposed closure of the overflow shelter. The motion was seconded with all in favor approving the suggested amendments to the May 12th meeting minutes. (Those changes have been made).

The Chair polled staff and members of the public who were present for any objection to the committee hearing agenda item #3 next in consideration of staff time. Seeing no objection the committee heard item #3 out of order.

AGENDA ITEM  3 – Staff Report and Recommendations on Fire/Code Task Force 

Julie Sullivan provided and overview of back-up material. The Committee was being asked tonight to react to attachment A regarding authority and general issues. Julie asked if Councilors had any questions following a verbal presentation of the proposed ordinance changes. 

Councilor Costa supports moving forward on this item but expressed concern that a $35 discount should be an administrative act vs. an act of the council. Chair Suslovic proposed that issue come before the full council at a later date indicating the committee can still act. 
Councilor Costa asked if adding the word “knowingly” was a staff recommendation. Adam Lee responded that he understood the council requested the word be added. 

Councilor Duson asked about an insurance provision. Adam responded that is not in the current ordinance but that is added in the proposed attachment. It is not required with registration. 

Councilor Brenerman asked about the edits to chapter 10. Adam only provided the proposals vs. edits. Councilor Brenerman asked about the impact if the fee was $25 instead of $35. Julie clarified the reasoning and fee calculation based on assumptions, which is concerning in itself. 
Public Comment on agenda item #3 opened at 6pm. 

1) Brit Vitalis of the Southern Maine Landlord Association expressed support for the proposals and stated an insurance requirement would be a burden. He also supports the idea of a stakeholder group in the future. He also wanted to note a comment that Keith Gautreau made: “you don’t want us in those buildings”
2) Carlton Winslow of the State Landlord Association supports a continuing stakeholders group and thinks any surplus should be used to keep costs low. He asked if fines go to the state instead of the municipality. 
3) Stephen Scharf sees no reason why we shouldn’t know how many buildings are in question for this program and takes issue with a January 1st start date as proposed in back-up material and thinks a $100 fine is excessive while also opposing any discounts to the program. 
Public comment closed at 6:09pm. 

The Chair would like to discuss issues with the committee and items members of the public brought up. 
-fines go to the general fund. 
-in Ch 10 the fire department would have access to more than just commercial space and buildings with 3 units or more. 
-Keith Gautreau clarified his comment was related to single family homes that were not rental units. 

Chair Suslovic opened the floor to committee members to discuss 1) ordinance changes and 2) an endorsement of organizational changes. 

Ordinance Changes: a discussion was had regarding the use of the word “knowingly” and corporation counsel understood the enforcement of the work knowingly would be more than difficult. Councilor Duson moved to strike the word knowingly from the proposed ordinance changes and Councilor Costa seconded the motion. Councilor Suslovic was also in favor of striking the word knowingly and Councilor Brenerman opposed. 

A discussion was had regarding the discount fee schedule and timing in order to meet proposed deadlines. The committee proposed to remove the fee schedule from the ordinance and direct staff and a stakeholder group to come back with a proposal and to do a public campaign to increase awareness of new requirements. 

Councilor Costa moved strike the section for the City Manager to set the discount fee and Councilor Duson seconded. The motion passed unanimously of all present and staff will provide fee options. 

January 1st is a voluntary requirement and Councilor Suslovic suggested a warning be issued in the first three months vs. a fine. Staff are asked to consider an ongoing stakeholder group as well as an annual program review to be shared with the public. 

Councilor Duson said the purpose statement should have some reference to ensuring compliance (see attachment A in back-up material) and the committee unanimously agreed. 

A discussion was had around the City being interested to know if a landlord has property insurance. Corporation Counsel clarified the City can’t require someone to have insurance and it was mentioned it would be nice to know if a property owner or landlord did have insurance. 

Chair Suslovic asked the committee to vote to pass ordinance changes to sections 6 and 10 as amended to the full council. The committee voted 4-0 with all in favor and would like the first reading of this item on the next council agenda.  


Organizational Changes/workplan:

Councilor Duson would like the City to come up with frequency standards and add that to the staff recommendation column (see back-up material) and to include the fire department staff on pages 2 of 3 in the back-up materials. She also suggested a framework around a checklist for tenants and landlords like Regina Phillips did at King Middle School. Julie Sullivan responded that staff are working on it. 

Councilor Brenerman asked a few questions to clarify the recommendations for the new office and asked what the public can expected for risk based inspections. Julie clarified that complaints will be triaged and risk is based on a multitude of factors to include building materials, known violations and availability of inspectors. Committee members asked for some idea of a guarantee of inspections and staff responded that specifics are not yet available but the goals of this proposal are clear to mitigate risk and protect life and property. The committee supports an ongoing stakeholders group where staff run the program and accept public input but continued regular meetings are not necessary. 

Chair Suslovic proposed the September meeting of this committee discuss discounts and waivers along with a progress report. The committee would then review again in December. As a result of this meeting the council would receive the ordinance changes and the workplan/timeline as well. 

Agenda Item #2 Quarterly Public Health Updates

Toho Soma provided an overview (see back-up materials) to include:
· a thank you to the Children’s oral health program, 
· a $25k grant from the Cohen Foundation, 
· there have been 45 media stories about public health, most of which have been favorable
· a short discussion of state funding (Councilor Brenerman asked about staff potentially lost if a state shutdown occurred. 
Toho would like to amend the smoking ordinance to any event in a public space where a permit is required. Adam Lee will send that to Jen Thompson. The City is also working on smoke being ventilated from private clubs. Councilor Suslovic will accept staff recommendation on action moving forward. 

· At a site visit for accreditation 7 items were missed by the public health accreditation board. The Chair asked for a monthly update and identification of those items. Councilor Duson asked what they could do to help. Toho could only think of the City’s Emergency Operations Plan that rests with Chief LaMoria as an item he could use help with. 
Tim Cowen from Maine Health went over materials provided to include a slideshow handout and copy of the MaineHealth Health Index report of 2014 noting collaboration between Portland and Cumberland County. It was also noted Maine has some of the best statistics in drug take back events in the entire country. Tim thanked the committee for having him. 

Councilor Duson noted the framework she asked for at the last meeting is missing from the June agenda. Chair Suslovic apologized and said he moved that to the July meeting because of the budget. 

The Committee agreed to holding the next meeting on July 7th instead of 14th to accommodate schedules. 
Acting City Manager Sauschuck asked the committee for direction related to the shelter planning task force that Sheila created and it was agreed to add this to the July agenda for an update and committee discussion. 


With no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned at 8:24pm
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