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Health & Human Services Committee
March 28, 2017

5:30 PM / Room 24/ City Hall

Meeting Agenda

1. Meeting Called to Order and Minutes Reviewed Committee Chair

2. Panhandling Pilot – Initial Discussion Julie Sullivan/City Mgrs
                                                                                                                Office

3. Public Hearing on Shelter Zoning Jeff Levine/Planning
(NOTE: The committee will take public comment on the proposed zoning at this meeting, but will not vote on this issue 
until the next HHS Committee meeting, which is on April 11th. At that time, public comment will NOT be taken again. 
The public is welcome to continue to submit written comments prior to the April 11th meeting, but a second round of 
public comment will not be taken at the April 11th meeting. If/when this proposed zoning change is forwarded to the 

Council, there will be another opportunity for public comment at that level.) 

4. Noise Ordinance – Initial Discussion   Chief Sauschuck/Police
Mike Russell/Permitting & 
Inspections & Casey 
Gilbert/Downtown Portland 

5.  Events in the City – Initial Discussion Sally Deluca
                                                                                                                Parks/Rec/Facilities Mgmt











































 

 

Memorandum 
 
To:  HHS Committee  
 
From:  Jeff Levine, Director 
 
Date:  March 24, 2017 
 
Re:  Draft Map and Revised Conditional Use Standards for Shelters 
 
 
Attached are the following items: 
 

• A revised map of zones proposed to permit emergency shelters. This map now 
includes the I-Lb zone that was not on the earlier map. It also adds the B-5 zone 
as a zone where shelters would be permitted – on the last draft that was listed as 
an option and we believe we heard that you would like to include it. It does not 
include the B-5b zone along West Commercial Street; 

 
• A list of proposed conditions for shelters revised based on your comments at the 

February 14 HHS meeting. As a conditional use, any shelter would have to be 
approved by the Planning Board or Board of Appeals as meeting these conditions, 
as well as the standard conditions for all conditional uses. I also include the 
current conditions for shelters as reference, though they would be superseded by 
this new list. Note that shelters are currently reviewed by the Planning Board or 
staff. In the proposed revisions shelters that are subject to Site Plan Review would 
be reviewed by the Planning Board and others would be reviewed by the Board of 
Appeals; 

 
• Two reference maps showing ¼ mile and ½ mile buffers around existing transit 

lines. One proposed condition of permitting a shelter would be to require that the 
operators provide adequate access to transit. Generally, ¼ mile is the maximum 
distance that is considered reasonable for walking to transit. Given how much that 
might limit locational decisions, this draft provides for up to ½ mile distance if the 
shelter offers options for residents to stay on-site and implements a strategy to get 
residents to and from the shelter. 

 
I hope these items are helpful as you discuss this issue. 
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DRAFT PROPOSED CONDITIONAL USE STANDARDS FOR SHELTERS  
3/24/17 VERSION 
 

4. Emergency shelters, subject to the following conditions, in addition to the 
provisions of section 14-474. Notwithstanding section 14-474(a) or any 
other provision of this Code, the Planning Board shall be substituted for 
the Board of Appeals as the reviewing authority for any shelter also 
subject to Level III site plan review: 

 
a. The facility shall provide adequate space for conducting security 

searches and other assessments; 

b. The facility shall be designed with a centralized shelter operations 
office on each level providing sight lines to sleeping areas; 

c. A Management Plan adequately outlining the following areas shall 
be provided: Management responsibilities; Process for resolving 
neighborhood concerns; Staffing; Access restrictions; On-site 
surveillance; Safety measures; Controls for resident behavior and 
noise levels; and Monitoring Reports. 

1. Adequate access to and from METRO servicetransit shall 
be provided. The facility shall be within a ¼ mile of a 
METROtransit line, or shall be within ½ mile of a 
METROtransit line and provide adequate indoor space to 
permit all shelter guests day shelter, as well as implement 
strategies to help residents utilize transit; 

2. The facility shall provide on-site services to support 
residents, such as case management, life skills training, 
counseling, employment and educational services, or 
other programs. 

d. Suitable laundry, kitchen, pantry, bicycle storage, and secure 
storage facilities for shelter stayers shall be provided on-site; 

e. An outdoor area for guest use shall be provided on-site with 
adequate screening to protect privacy of guests; 

 

Existing Standards for all Conditional Uses (Section 14-474): 
 

2. Standards. The Board shall, after review of required materials, authorize issuance 
of a conditional use permit, upon a showing that the proposed use, at the size and 
intensity contemplated at the proposed location, will not have substantially greater 
negative impacts than would normally occur from surrounding uses or other 
allowable uses in the same zoning district. The Board shall find that this standard is 
satisfied if it finds that: 
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a. The volume and type of vehicle traffic to be generated, hours of operation, 
expanse of pavement, and the number of parking spaces required are not 
substantially greater than would normally occur at surrounding uses or other 
allowable uses in the same zone; and 

 
b.  The proposed use will not create unsanitary or harmful conditions by reason of 

noise, glare, dust, sewage disposal, emissions to the air, odor, lighting, or 
litter; and 

 
c. The design and operation of the proposed use, including but not limited to 

landscaping, screening, signs, loading, deliveries, trash or waste 
generation, arrangement of structures, and materials storage will not have a 
substantially greater effect/impact on surrounding properties than those 
associated with surrounding uses or other allowable uses in the zone. 

 

Existing Conditional Use Standards for Shelters 
 
(a) The following use is permitted as provided in section14-474 (conditional uses), 
provided that, notwithstanding section 14-474(a) or any other provision of this Code, the 
planning authority shall be substituted for the board of appeals as the reviewing authority: 
 

4. Emergency shelters, subject to the following conditions, in addition to the 
provisions of section 14-474: 

 
a. The facility shall be in compliance with the city’s current 

Comprehensive Housing Assistance Plan, a copy of which is on 
file in the department of planning and urban development, or, if 
there is no current edition of the Comprehensive Housing 
Assistance Plan, with a determination of need by the director of 
the department of health and human services. 

 
b. The facility shall be registered with the City of Portland Department 

of Health and Human Services. 
 

 

 

 







City of Portland, DPS

Zones under Discussion for 
Shelters as Conditional Uses

IH   Industrial - High Impact

Industrial - Low Impact

IM   Industrial - Moderate Impact

B3* Shelters are currently permitted in this zone

B4   Commercial Business

B5   Urban Commercial Business 0 0.5 1 1.5 20.25
Miles

Shelter Zoning Discussion Map: Shelters Currently Only Permitted in the Red (B-3) Zone

DRAFT
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City of Portland Noise Ordinance 

• The ordinance does not regulate noise in the residential zone. 
• In the business zones, the regulation is usually located in the last section for each zone. Labeled either “external effects”, “Other 

requirements” or “Performance standards”. 
• Regulated at the end of I-L, I-M and I-H and waterfront zones (EWPZ, WCZ & WPDZ). 
• Definitions: 

a. Tonal sounds are defined as sound waves usually perceived as a hum or whine because their instantaneous sound pressure varies 
essentially as a simple sinusoidal function of time. 
b. Impulse sounds are defined as sound events characterized by brief excursions of sound pressure, each with duration of less than one (1) 
second. 

• Measurement: Measurements shall be made at all major lot lines of the site, at a height of at least four (4) feet above the ground surface. 
In measuring sound levels under this section, sounds with a continuous duration of less than sixty (60) seconds shall be measured by the 
maximum reading on a sound level meter set to the A weighted scale and the fast meter response (L maxfast). Sounds with a continuous 
duration of sixty (60) seconds or more shall be measured on the basis of the energy average sound level over a period of sixty (60) seconds 
(LEQ1). The volume of sound is measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured according to standards 
prescribed by the American Standards Association). 

• Sound abatement for B-5, B-5b, I-L, I-Lb, I-M, I-Ma, I-Mb, I-H, I-Hb, B-6, B-7, EWPZ, WPDZ: In addition to the sound level standards 
established above, all uses located within this zone shall employ best practicable sound abatement techniques to prevent tonal sounds and 
impulse sounds or, if such tonal and impulse sounds cannot be prevented, to minimize the impact of such sounds in residential zones. 

• Exemption for B-5, B-6, B-7 and all Industrial Zones:   
a. Noises created by construction and maintenance activities between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. are exempt from the maximum permissible 
sound levels set forth in subsection (a)3 of this section. Construction activities on a site abutting any residential use between the hours of 
10:00 p.m. of one (1) day and 7:00 a.m. of the following day shall not exceed fifty (50) dBA. 
b. The following uses and activities shall also be exempt from the requirements of subsection (a)3 of this section:  
i. The noises of safety signals, warning devices, emergency pressure relief valves, and any other emergency devices. 
ii. Traffic noise on public roads or noise created by airplanes and railroads. 
iii. Noise created by refuse and solid waste collection, provided that the activity is conducted between 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
iv. Emergency construction or repair work by public utilities, at any hour. 
v. Noise created by any recreational activities which are permitted by law and for which a license or permit has been granted by the city, 
including but not limited to parades, sporting events, and fireworks displays. 
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Zone Decibel Limit 
Residence-Professional (R-P) Shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, 

excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices.  
 

Neighborhood Business (B-1) Shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, 
excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices.  
 

Neighborhood Business (B-1b) Shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, 
excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices. 
 

Community Business (B-2) Except as provided in 14-183(1)(iii)(2)(relating to Drive-throughs), the volume of sound, shall not exceed sixty (60) 
decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale between 9:00 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting air raid sirens and similar 
warning devices.  

Community Business (B-2b) Except as provided in 14-183(1)(iii)(2)(relating to Drive-throughs), the volume of sound, shall not exceed sixty (60) 
decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale between 9:00 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting air raid sirens and similar 
warning devices.  

Community Business (B-2c) Except as provided in 14-183(1)(iii)(2)(relating to Drive-throughs), the volume of sound, shall not exceed sixty (60) 
decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale between 9:00 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting air raid sirens and similar 
warning devices.  

Downtown Business (B-3) The level of sound inherently and recurrently within the B-3 and B-3b zones shall not exceed fifty-five (55) 
decibels on the A scale between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., and sixty (60) decibels on the A scale 
between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00p.m. at the boundaries of any lot nor within publicly accessible pedestrian open space, 
except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from temporary activities 
such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound from emergency 
warning signal devices.  

Downtown Business (B-3b) The level of sound inherently and recurrently within the B-3 and B-3b zones shall not exceed fifty-five (55) 
decibels on the A scale between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., and sixty (60) decibels on the A scale 
between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00p.m. at the boundaries of any lot nor within publicly accessible pedestrian open space, 
except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from temporary activities 
such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound from emergency 
warning signal devices.  
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Downtown Business (B-3c) The level of sound inherently and recurrently within the B-3 and B-3b zones shall not exceed fifty-five (55) 
decibels on the A scale between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., and sixty (60) decibels on the A scale 
between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00p.m. at the boundaries of any lot nor within publicly accessible pedestrian open space, 
except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from temporary activities 
such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound from emergency 
warning signal devices. 

Commercial Corridor (B-4) Shall not exceed sixty-five (65) decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00p.m. and sixty (60) decibels on 
the A scale between 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), off premises at source of 
complaint, excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices. 

Urban Commercial Mixed Use 
(B-5) 

Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone. 

Urban Commercial Mixed Use 
(B-5b) 

Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone. 

Airport Business (A-B) Shall not exceed sixty (60) decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second at lot boundaries), 
excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices. 

Island Business (I-B) Shall not exceed sixty (60) decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and fifty-five (55) decibels on 
the A scale between 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting 
air raid sirens and similar warning devices. 

Industrial (I-L) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone.  

Industrial (I-Lb) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone.  
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Industrial (I-M) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy (70) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Industrial (I-Ma) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy (70) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Industrial (I-Mb) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy (70) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Industrial (I-H) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy-five (75) dBA between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Industrial (I-Hb) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy-five (75) dBA between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Office Park (O-P) The volume of sound, measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured 
according to standards prescribed by the American Standards Association), generated shall not exceed sixty (60) 
decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting air raid sirens and 
similar warning devices. 

Eastern Waterfront Mixed (B-6) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone.  
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Mixed Development District 
(B-7) 

Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone.  

Eastern Waterfront Port (EWPZ) The level of sound, measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured according 
to standards prescribed by the American National Standards Institute, Inc.), inherently and recurrently generated 
within the EWPZ between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. from facilities or operations commenced on or 
after July 1, 1988, shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone, except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from 
temporary activities such as festivals, sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound 
from emergency warning signal devices, and maritime navigation signals. 

Waterfront Central (WCZ) The level of sound, measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured according 
to standards prescribed by the American National Standards Institute, Inc.), inherently and recurrently generated 
within the waterfront central zone shall not exceed seventy-five (75) decibels on the A scale at the boundaries of 
any lot, except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from temporary 
activities such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound from 
emergency warning signal devices. 

Waterfront Port Development 
(WPDZ) 

The level of sound, measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured according 
to standards prescribed by the American National Standards Institute, Inc.), inherently and recurrently generated 
within the waterfront port development zone between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. from industrial 
facilities or operation commenced on or after July 1, 1988, shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale at 
or within the boundaries of any residential zone, except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic 
on public streets, sound from temporary activities such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, 
an emergency, including sound from emergency warning signal devices. 

 

 

Submitted on 3/13/17 by:  

Michael A. Russell, Director, Permitting and Inspections Department 



To: City of Portland: Jon Jennings, City Manager; 
Ethan Strimling, Mayor; and City Council 

From: Casey Gilbert, Executive Director, Portland Downtown

Date: April 10, 2016

Subject: Noise/Sound in Downtown Recommendations

	 Portland is growing. The demand for residential housing has spurred investment both on and off 
the peninsula. Portland is recognized nationally and ever-increasingly on a global scale as a destination. 
The city has a thriving arts & music culture that drives tourism and attracts people to live and work in 
Portland. The ‘foodie’ scene – our award winning chefs and restaurants and a growing craft beer and 
distillery business – is drawing more and more entrepreneurs and is another factor that drives tourism. 
It is no longer just lobsters and lighthouses.

	 Over the past few years, there has been increasing friction between those who live and stay in 
Downtown – both full-time residents, part-time residents and visitors – and the nightlife/entertainment 
sector. Complaints have been filed at city hall, but many feel their voices are not being heard. Portland 
Downtown is in a unique position to hear from both sides, as we represent business owners, residents 
and visitors alike. We are invested in the success of Downtown and want to support Portland as it 
grows.

	 Upon the request of Councilor Suslovic and City Manager Jon Jennings, Portland Downtown 
hosted two open forums to discuss issues surrounding noise/sound in Downtown. The first forum 
occurred on January 27th, 2016 and the second on February 24th, 2016. Attached are the minutes 
from both of those forums. Around the table were representatives from the hotel industry, owners of 
restaurants and bars, residents, and owners and managers of other businesses who simply have an 
interest in seeing Downtown thrive. We feel that all interests were represented and that the forum 
provided an opportunity to hear concerns on all sides of the issue. 

	 The result of the forums is the following list of recommendations for your consideration.

Recommendations

	 i.The City, under the guidance of corporate counsel, should review its DEOZ, B-3 zoning 
ordinance and licensing pertaining to sound and entertainment/nightlife to correct inherent conflicts and 
clarify the ordinances and expectations as they pertain to sound in Downtown.

	 ii. The Sound Oversight Committee should (a) meet on a regular basis, (b) revisit how a noise 
complaint is handled, and (c) offer a method for mediation between the complainant and the business 
that may be in violation. 

	 iii. Anyone applying for a building permit within the Downtown Entertainment Overlay Zone 
(DEOZ) should be encouraged, not required, during the permitting process to build according to a code 
that will withstand noise, using best practices and suggested STC Ratings.
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	 iv. City of Portland should have an independent sound engineer install devices (ambient monitors) 
throughout Downtown to measure the ambient noise level. This will be useful as a baseline for any future                                      
ordinance revisions.

	 v. Businesses applying for an entertainment license in the DEOZ zone shall be encouraged to 
monitor their sound system and reduce the use of 63 hertz bandwidth (which was identified by sound 
engineers in our sound forums as the bandwidth that causes the most annoyance/complaints). This 
suggestion could also be used by the Sound Oversight Committee as a suggested change for licensed bars/
entertainment licensees to mitigate noise when there are ongoing complaints.

	 vi. Hire a full-time position at the City of Portland that specifically deals with Ordinance 
Enforcement (eg. Ordinance Enforcement Officer).

	 vii. Enforce the existing ordinance, which prohibits the use of outdoor speakers in the Portland 
Downtown footprint except in the instance of special one-time event licenses, or where licensing 
specifically allows.

	 We understand that some of these recommendations may be easier to implement than others. 
Please know that we stand in support of the city and want to help in any way that we can to find a more 
equitable solution for all involved. Should you have any follow-up questions regarding the process or our 
recommendations, I would welcome a conversation.

Sincerely, 

Casey T Gilbert 
Executive Director



PERMITTING EVENTS IN PUBLIC SPACE - BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Parks, Recreation & Facilities Department issues permits for approximately 650 events city-wide.  In 
recent years, the number of events has put a strain on the city’s resources and has put stress on some 
Public Spaces (specifically Parks). 

Efforts are being made to ease the strain on the Administrative Staff through new software, streamlining 
the permitting process, and potential on-site coverage adjustments.   

We are also implementing new policies that should help protect our parks, encourage more public usage, 
and increase our ability to successfully manage the number of events in Portland. 

Attached is a breakdown of the approximate number of events, event types, and locations.  Also provided 
are the proposed adjustments to the current scheduling policies. 

 

LOCATION    EVENTS  % of total events 

Congress Square   153   23.6%  146 Friends of Congress Square 
Deering Oaks    74   11.4%  30 Farmers Market 
Monument Square   60   9.3%   28 Farmers Market 
Fort Allen    38   5.9% 
Baxter Blvd.    31   4.8% 
Payson Park    31   4.8% 
Preble Grass/Lot   29   4.5% 
Fish Point    24   3.7% 
Eastern Prom    22   3.4% 
East End Beach   8   1.2% 
All Others    177   27.4% 
TOTAL     647 
 

CATEGORY    EVENTS  % of total events 

Weddings    62   9.5% 
Races     58   8.9% 
Farmers Market   58   8.9% 
Walkathons    35   5.4% 
Photo Shoots (days)   29   4.4% 
Sundays On the Boulevard  28   4.3% 
Concerts (not Maine State Pier) 24   3.7% 
Block Parties    13   2.0% 
March     12   1.8% 
First Friday    12   1.8% 
Rally     11   1.7% 
Parade     7   1.0% 
All Others    298   46.0% 
TOTAL     647     
 



Event Scheduling Policy for Portland Parks and Open Spaces 

Special events, races, weddings and other events are welcomed within Portland’s parks. 

Chapter 18 of the City Code entitles the Parks and Recreation Director (or their designee) to promulgate 
rules and regulations in order to implement the permit section of the Parks ordinance.   

The following rules are proposed in order to discourage overuse and damage to parks, to reduce the 
impact on abutting neighborhoods, for public safety, and to ensure a healthy balance between private use 
and public use of public spaces.  

Event Scheduling  

No more than one special event/race will be scheduled per park, per day.   

Example: a Saturday at Deering Oaks Park; if Farmers Market is held in the morning, then an event in the 
afternoon cannot be held. 

Many event organizers hold their event on the same day each year.  In situations where there is currently 
more than one event per park, per day, those events are grandfathered in until they choose to not 
continue with their event in that time slot, in which case that “slot” would not become available to a new 
group.  

Weddings 

Weddings will be limited to 1 per day, per park, with a limit of 3 weddings per week at any given park.  
Appropriate Wedding locations are being discussed internally and will be designated by Parks, Recreation 
& Facilities Staff. 

Event-Free Weekends 

At Preble Street Grass / Parking Lot Area and Payson Park, the 1st “full weekend” of each month will be set 
aside as solely public use for each park.  Any new events added to the calendar for these two parks would 
not be scheduled for the first “full weekend.” 

Implementation 

Booking of events from year to year will stay the same:  a group may reserve their same date, same 
location, same time frame, each successive year (i.e.  3rd Sunday in May, morning hours at Preble Street 
Grass).  If they wish to change the date, time, location, then the new policy comes into effect.    


	Memorandum



