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Health & Human Services Committee 
April 11th, 2017 

5:30 PM / Room 24 / City Hall 
 

1. Meeting Called to Order and Minutes Reviewed                                    Committee Chair  

 

2. Shelter Zoning: Deliberation and Vote      

NOTE: Public comment was taken during the public hearing on March 28th; no further public 

comment will be taken at this time. If the committee votes to forward this proposal, it will go first 

to the Planning Board and then to the Council. There will be additional opportunities for public 

comment in both of those forums. 

 

3. Golf Cart Ordinance         Chief Sauschuck 

a) Review recommended updates  

b) Committee discussion & questions 

 

4. Community Policing Update       Chief Sauschuck 

5. Noise Ordinance: Public Hearing 

 



 

 

Memorandum 
 
To:  HHS Committee  
 
From:  Jeff Levine, Director 
 
Date:  March 24, 2017 
 
Re:  Draft Map and Revised Conditional Use Standards for Shelters 
 
 
Attached are the following items: 
 

• A revised map of zones proposed to permit emergency shelters. This map now 
includes the I-Lb zone that was not on the earlier map. It also adds the B-5 zone 
as a zone where shelters would be permitted – on the last draft that was listed as 
an option and we believe we heard that you would like to include it. It does not 
include the B-5b zone along West Commercial Street; 

 
• A list of proposed conditions for shelters revised based on your comments at the 

February 14 HHS meeting. As a conditional use, any shelter would have to be 
approved by the Planning Board or Board of Appeals as meeting these conditions, 
as well as the standard conditions for all conditional uses. I also include the 
current conditions for shelters as reference, though they would be superseded by 
this new list. Note that shelters are currently reviewed by the Planning Board or 
staff. In the proposed revisions shelters that are subject to Site Plan Review would 
be reviewed by the Planning Board and others would be reviewed by the Board of 
Appeals; 

 
• Two reference maps showing ¼ mile and ½ mile buffers around existing transit 

lines. One proposed condition of permitting a shelter would be to require that the 
operators provide adequate access to transit. Generally, ¼ mile is the maximum 
distance that is considered reasonable for walking to transit. Given how much that 
might limit locational decisions, this draft provides for up to ½ mile distance if the 
shelter offers options for residents to stay on-site and implements a strategy to get 
residents to and from the shelter. 

 
I hope these items are helpful as you discuss this issue. 
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DRAFT PROPOSED CONDITIONAL USE STANDARDS FOR SHELTERS  
3/24/17 VERSION 
 

4. Emergency shelters, subject to the following conditions, in addition to the 
provisions of section 14-474. Notwithstanding section 14-474(a) or any 
other provision of this Code, the Planning Board shall be substituted for 
the Board of Appeals as the reviewing authority for any shelter also 
subject to Level III site plan review: 

 
a. The facility shall provide adequate space for conducting security 

searches and other assessments; 

b. The facility shall be designed with a centralized shelter operations 
office on each level providing sight lines to sleeping areas; 

c. A Management Plan adequately outlining the following areas shall 
be provided: Management responsibilities; Process for resolving 
neighborhood concerns; Staffing; Access restrictions; On-site 
surveillance; Safety measures; Controls for resident behavior and 
noise levels; and Monitoring Reports. 

1. Adequate access to and from METRO servicetransit shall 
be provided. The facility shall be within a ¼ mile of a 
METROtransit line, or shall be within ½ mile of a 
METROtransit line and provide adequate indoor space to 
permit all shelter guests day shelter, as well as implement 
strategies to help residents utilize transit; 

2. The facility shall provide on-site services to support 
residents, such as case management, life skills training, 
counseling, employment and educational services, or 
other programs. 

d. Suitable laundry, kitchen, pantry, bicycle storage, and secure 
storage facilities for shelter stayers shall be provided on-site; 

e. An outdoor area for guest use shall be provided on-site with 
adequate screening to protect privacy of guests; 

 

Existing Standards for all Conditional Uses (Section 14-474): 
 

2. Standards. The Board shall, after review of required materials, authorize issuance 
of a conditional use permit, upon a showing that the proposed use, at the size and 
intensity contemplated at the proposed location, will not have substantially greater 
negative impacts than would normally occur from surrounding uses or other 
allowable uses in the same zoning district. The Board shall find that this standard is 
satisfied if it finds that: 
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a. The volume and type of vehicle traffic to be generated, hours of operation, 
expanse of pavement, and the number of parking spaces required are not 
substantially greater than would normally occur at surrounding uses or other 
allowable uses in the same zone; and 

 
b.  The proposed use will not create unsanitary or harmful conditions by reason of 

noise, glare, dust, sewage disposal, emissions to the air, odor, lighting, or 
litter; and 

 
c. The design and operation of the proposed use, including but not limited to 

landscaping, screening, signs, loading, deliveries, trash or waste 
generation, arrangement of structures, and materials storage will not have a 
substantially greater effect/impact on surrounding properties than those 
associated with surrounding uses or other allowable uses in the zone. 

 

Existing Conditional Use Standards for Shelters 
 
(a) The following use is permitted as provided in section14-474 (conditional uses), 
provided that, notwithstanding section 14-474(a) or any other provision of this Code, the 
planning authority shall be substituted for the board of appeals as the reviewing authority: 
 

4. Emergency shelters, subject to the following conditions, in addition to the 
provisions of section 14-474: 

 
a. The facility shall be in compliance with the city’s current 

Comprehensive Housing Assistance Plan, a copy of which is on 
file in the department of planning and urban development, or, if 
there is no current edition of the Comprehensive Housing 
Assistance Plan, with a determination of need by the director of 
the department of health and human services. 

 
b. The facility shall be registered with the City of Portland Department 

of Health and Human Services. 
 

 

 

 











City of Portland, DPS

Zones under Discussion for 
Shelters as Conditional Uses

IH   Industrial - High Impact

Industrial - Low Impact

IM   Industrial - Moderate Impact

B3* Shelters are currently permitted in this zone

B4   Commercial Business

B5   Urban Commercial Business 0 0.5 1 1.5 20.25
Miles

Shelter Zoning Discussion Map: Shelters Currently Only Permitted in the Red (B-3) Zone

DRAFT



Proposed Amendments to the Golf Cart Ordinance  

July 2016 

 

Sec. 28-1. Definitions. 

The following words and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them below. When a term is used in this chapter but not defined below, 
the definitions in 29-A M.R.S.A. § 101 and any amendments thereto shall be used.  

Motor vehicle shall mean any self-propelled vehicle, including a golf cart registered by the city 
for island use, not operated exclusively on tracks but does not include: (a) A snowmobile as 
defined herein; (b) An all-terrain vehicle as defined in article V; or (c) A motorized wheelchair. 
Operate shall mean to operate, drive, or use a vehicle in any manner, whether or not the vehicle 
is moving. 

Sec. 28-185. Golf carts on certain island streets by certain persons. The operation of golf 
carts shall be permitted on the streets of Portland’s islands Cliff Island, Great Diamond Island 
and Peaks Island if in compliance with the following requirements:             

(a) The operator must be over the age of twenty-one (21) or possess a valid license to operate a 
motor vehicle;  

(b) Such golf carts shall be operated only in daylight, not earlier than one-half hour before 
sunrise and not later than one-half hour after sundown; unless equipped with and utilizing 
suitable headlights and taillights as determined by the police department; shall keep to the 
extreme right of the roadway; shall not exceed a speed of twenty ten (20) miles per hour; and 
shall obey all traffic laws applicable to motor vehicles; 

(c) When in use at nighttime or at other times when motor vehicles are required to display 
headlights, an electric personal assistive mobility device or golf cart must have: 

 1. A lit front light that emits a white light visible from a distance of at least 200 feet to the 
     front; 

 2. A red reflector to the rear that is visible at least 200 feet to the rear; and  

 3. At least one reflector strip prominently displayed on the device's tires. 

(d) Each golf cart shall be equipped with an auditory warning device, a visual safety flag on a 
whip antenna of at least six (6) feet in height or visibility tape; slow vehicle markings; and 
display a sticker on the cart showing annual registration with the city treasury division as an 
island vehicle. 

  

 



Title 29-A 

 

§101   25-A. Golf cart. "Golf cart" means a motor vehicle that is originally designed and manufactured 
for operation on a golf course for sporting or recreational purposes and that is not capable of exceeding 
speeds of 20 miles per hour. "Golf cart" does not include an ATV as defined in Title 12, section 13001. 

 

§501   2-A.Island vehicles, golf carts and low-speed vehicles. The following provisions apply to vehicles 
operating on islands that have no public ways maintained or supported by the State.  

A. Notwithstanding subsection 1, an automobile may be registered for an annual fee of $4. A low-speed 
vehicle or golf cart may be registered for an annual fee of $4. The registrant must show evidence of 
payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482. The municipality may collect an additional 
$4 fee annually to defray the cost of removing abandoned vehicles or golf carts.  

B. A low-speed vehicle or golf cart may be operated on an island if the governing body of the 
municipality allows. A low-speed vehicle or golf cart may be operated only on a road or street where 
the posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less. A low-speed vehicle or golf cart may cross, at an 
intersection, a road or street with a posted speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour.  

C. Any person operating a low-speed vehicle or a golf cart on an island must possess a valid driving 
license in any class. 

 









To: Health and Human Services Committee 

From: Michael Sauschuck, Chief of Police 

Date: April 7, 2017 

Re: Community Policing Staffing Request 

 

In July of 2016, the City launched Operation Bayside, a multi-departmental initiative to improve 
the quality of life in Bayside through a combination of enforcement, environmental design and 
outreach. The Police Department’s effort, Bayside Boost, was accomplished by redistributing 
existing resources to increase patrols focused on quality of life issues while also conducting 
targeted liquor and drug enforcement. While these efforts yielded some success, it is clear that 
a sustained, comprehensive effort is necessary to effect long-term change in this beleaguered 
neighborhood.  

While Bayside represents less than 1% of the City’s landmass and only 5% of its population, the 
neighborhood accounted for more than 21% of all police calls for service in the first ten months 
of 2016. Even more troubling, 34% of all public disorder calls for service originated in Bayside – 
nearly twice the number of public disorder calls which originated in all of Deering during the 
same time period.  And most notably, 30% of arrests in the City occurred in Bayside during the 
first ten months of 2016.  While calls for service in most Peninsula neighborhoods have 
remained relatively flat over the past decade, calls to Bayside have increased 71%.   

While Operation Bayside Boost yielded slight increases in arrests and citations along with a 
moderate increase in the number of incident reports taken, the 14 week operation could not 
reverse decades of disorder and deferred maintenance. Although community members 
reported that the neighborhood was quieter during the operation than in summers past, we 
believe we were only able to stem the increase in disorder. A stronger, long term community 
policing-based effort, accompanied by additional City initiatives to address the root cause of 
problems in Bayside, is necessary to facilitate a cultural shift and effect a sustained 
improvement in the quality of life of all residents.   

Bayside is currently patrolled by a single beat officer who must respond to calls ranging from 
burglar alarms and motor vehicle accidents to assaults and robberies. The beat officer is also 
called upon to provide back up for serious calls in neighboring beats. During the day, the beat 
officer is augmented by the neighborhood Community Policing Officer whose efforts are almost 
singularly focused on quelling disorder in the neighborhood.  As a result, his ability to problem 
solve – an important element of community policing – is limited.  

In order to reap the full benefits of the community policing model in Bayside, I recommend a 
two tiered enhancement of the program. The first step is to increase the police department 
authorized strength by four. The increased staffing will be deployed as follows:  



1) Community Policing Sergeant: an additional sergeant will be assigned to the Community 
Policing Unit to bring supervisory span of control to an acceptable level and facilitate 
enhancement of programming. The new sergeant will also supervise the expanded 
summer cadet program in the Downtown District.  

2) Community Policing Officer: A second dedicated Community  Policing Officer will be 
assigned to the Bayside neighborhood in order to enhance efforts to problem solve in 
addition to quelling disorder in real-time.  

3) Two Foot Beat Officers: two dedicated Foot Beat officers will be assigned to the 
Congress Street Corridor and Old Port area. While the additional staffing will be 
primarily focused in these areas, it can also be flexed to cover Bayside and 
Parkside/Deering Oaks Park as required by seasonal and emergent needs. Flexibility is 
also required to ensure the problems apparent in Bayside are not merely moved to 
nearby neighborhoods – a common side effect of increased police presence in problem 
areas.   
This additional staffing will also allow us to reinstate a community policing area specific 
to the Old Port.  

Due to current staffing shortages and recruiting difficulties, we anticipate launching Tier 1 in the 
summer of 2018.  

Tier 2 consists of adding additional full time Community Policing Officers to East Bayside and 
Parkside. We will seek COPS grant funding to implement Tier 2. COPS grants provide three years 
of funding for 75% of the cost of an entry level officer for a period of 36 months. The City is 
required to maintain the positions for at least an additional 12 months after the federal funding 
expires.  

To meet the increased staffing requirements and fill existing vacancies caused by routine 
turnover, the Department will also redouble recruitment efforts by maximizing outreach to 
area and regional universities, strengthening our social media footprint, and automating and 
expediting the application process.  

The problems in Bayside did not appear overnight; they have grown and festered for many 
years. While the City is currently discussing modifications to its shelter programming and 
zoning, sustained change will take a slow, steady effort led by an enhanced community policing 
presence.   























































To: City of Portland: Jon Jennings, City Manager; 
Ethan Strimling, Mayor; and City Council 

From: Casey Gilbert, Executive Director, Portland Downtown

Date: April 10, 2016

Subject: Noise/Sound in Downtown Recommendations

	 Portland is growing. The demand for residential housing has spurred investment both on and off 
the peninsula. Portland is recognized nationally and ever-increasingly on a global scale as a destination. 
The city has a thriving arts & music culture that drives tourism and attracts people to live and work in 
Portland. The ‘foodie’ scene – our award winning chefs and restaurants and a growing craft beer and 
distillery business – is drawing more and more entrepreneurs and is another factor that drives tourism. 
It is no longer just lobsters and lighthouses.

	 Over the past few years, there has been increasing friction between those who live and stay in 
Downtown – both full-time residents, part-time residents and visitors – and the nightlife/entertainment 
sector. Complaints have been filed at city hall, but many feel their voices are not being heard. Portland 
Downtown is in a unique position to hear from both sides, as we represent business owners, residents 
and visitors alike. We are invested in the success of Downtown and want to support Portland as it 
grows.

	 Upon the request of Councilor Suslovic and City Manager Jon Jennings, Portland Downtown 
hosted two open forums to discuss issues surrounding noise/sound in Downtown. The first forum 
occurred on January 27th, 2016 and the second on February 24th, 2016. Attached are the minutes 
from both of those forums. Around the table were representatives from the hotel industry, owners of 
restaurants and bars, residents, and owners and managers of other businesses who simply have an 
interest in seeing Downtown thrive. We feel that all interests were represented and that the forum 
provided an opportunity to hear concerns on all sides of the issue. 

	 The result of the forums is the following list of recommendations for your consideration.

Recommendations

	 i.The City, under the guidance of corporate counsel, should review its DEOZ, B-3 zoning 
ordinance and licensing pertaining to sound and entertainment/nightlife to correct inherent conflicts and 
clarify the ordinances and expectations as they pertain to sound in Downtown.

	 ii. The Sound Oversight Committee should (a) meet on a regular basis, (b) revisit how a noise 
complaint is handled, and (c) offer a method for mediation between the complainant and the business 
that may be in violation. 

	 iii. Anyone applying for a building permit within the Downtown Entertainment Overlay Zone 
(DEOZ) should be encouraged, not required, during the permitting process to build according to a code 
that will withstand noise, using best practices and suggested STC Ratings.
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	 iv. City of Portland should have an independent sound engineer install devices (ambient monitors) 
throughout Downtown to measure the ambient noise level. This will be useful as a baseline for any future                                      
ordinance revisions.

	 v. Businesses applying for an entertainment license in the DEOZ zone shall be encouraged to 
monitor their sound system and reduce the use of 63 hertz bandwidth (which was identified by sound 
engineers in our sound forums as the bandwidth that causes the most annoyance/complaints). This 
suggestion could also be used by the Sound Oversight Committee as a suggested change for licensed bars/
entertainment licensees to mitigate noise when there are ongoing complaints.

	 vi. Hire a full-time position at the City of Portland that specifically deals with Ordinance 
Enforcement (eg. Ordinance Enforcement Officer).

	 vii. Enforce the existing ordinance, which prohibits the use of outdoor speakers in the Portland 
Downtown footprint except in the instance of special one-time event licenses, or where licensing 
specifically allows.

	 We understand that some of these recommendations may be easier to implement than others. 
Please know that we stand in support of the city and want to help in any way that we can to find a more 
equitable solution for all involved. Should you have any follow-up questions regarding the process or our 
recommendations, I would welcome a conversation.

Sincerely, 

Casey T Gilbert 
Executive Director
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City of Portland Noise Ordinance 

• The ordinance does not regulate noise in the residential zone. 
• In the business zones, the regulation is usually located in the last section for each zone. Labeled either “external effects”, “Other 

requirements” or “Performance standards”. 
• Regulated at the end of I-L, I-M and I-H and waterfront zones (EWPZ, WCZ & WPDZ). 
• Definitions: 

a. Tonal sounds are defined as sound waves usually perceived as a hum or whine because their instantaneous sound pressure varies 
essentially as a simple sinusoidal function of time. 
b. Impulse sounds are defined as sound events characterized by brief excursions of sound pressure, each with duration of less than one (1) 
second. 

• Measurement: Measurements shall be made at all major lot lines of the site, at a height of at least four (4) feet above the ground surface. 
In measuring sound levels under this section, sounds with a continuous duration of less than sixty (60) seconds shall be measured by the 
maximum reading on a sound level meter set to the A weighted scale and the fast meter response (L maxfast). Sounds with a continuous 
duration of sixty (60) seconds or more shall be measured on the basis of the energy average sound level over a period of sixty (60) seconds 
(LEQ1). The volume of sound is measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured according to standards 
prescribed by the American Standards Association). 

• Sound abatement for B-5, B-5b, I-L, I-Lb, I-M, I-Ma, I-Mb, I-H, I-Hb, B-6, B-7, EWPZ, WPDZ: In addition to the sound level standards 
established above, all uses located within this zone shall employ best practicable sound abatement techniques to prevent tonal sounds and 
impulse sounds or, if such tonal and impulse sounds cannot be prevented, to minimize the impact of such sounds in residential zones. 

• Exemption for B-5, B-6, B-7 and all Industrial Zones:   
a. Noises created by construction and maintenance activities between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. are exempt from the maximum permissible 
sound levels set forth in subsection (a)3 of this section. Construction activities on a site abutting any residential use between the hours of 
10:00 p.m. of one (1) day and 7:00 a.m. of the following day shall not exceed fifty (50) dBA. 
b. The following uses and activities shall also be exempt from the requirements of subsection (a)3 of this section:  
i. The noises of safety signals, warning devices, emergency pressure relief valves, and any other emergency devices. 
ii. Traffic noise on public roads or noise created by airplanes and railroads. 
iii. Noise created by refuse and solid waste collection, provided that the activity is conducted between 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
iv. Emergency construction or repair work by public utilities, at any hour. 
v. Noise created by any recreational activities which are permitted by law and for which a license or permit has been granted by the city, 
including but not limited to parades, sporting events, and fireworks displays. 
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Zone Decibel Limit 
Residence-Professional (R-P) Shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, 

excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices.  
 

Neighborhood Business (B-1) Shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, 
excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices.  
 

Neighborhood Business (B-1b) Shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, 
excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices. 
 

Community Business (B-2) Except as provided in 14-183(1)(iii)(2)(relating to Drive-throughs), the volume of sound, shall not exceed sixty (60) 
decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale between 9:00 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting air raid sirens and similar 
warning devices.  

Community Business (B-2b) Except as provided in 14-183(1)(iii)(2)(relating to Drive-throughs), the volume of sound, shall not exceed sixty (60) 
decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale between 9:00 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting air raid sirens and similar 
warning devices.  

Community Business (B-2c) Except as provided in 14-183(1)(iii)(2)(relating to Drive-throughs), the volume of sound, shall not exceed sixty (60) 
decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale between 9:00 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting air raid sirens and similar 
warning devices.  

Downtown Business (B-3) The level of sound inherently and recurrently within the B-3 and B-3b zones shall not exceed fifty-five (55) 
decibels on the A scale between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., and sixty (60) decibels on the A scale 
between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00p.m. at the boundaries of any lot nor within publicly accessible pedestrian open space, 
except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from temporary activities 
such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound from emergency 
warning signal devices.  

Downtown Business (B-3b) The level of sound inherently and recurrently within the B-3 and B-3b zones shall not exceed fifty-five (55) 
decibels on the A scale between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., and sixty (60) decibels on the A scale 
between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00p.m. at the boundaries of any lot nor within publicly accessible pedestrian open space, 
except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from temporary activities 
such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound from emergency 
warning signal devices.  
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Downtown Business (B-3c) The level of sound inherently and recurrently within the B-3 and B-3b zones shall not exceed fifty-five (55) 
decibels on the A scale between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., and sixty (60) decibels on the A scale 
between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00p.m. at the boundaries of any lot nor within publicly accessible pedestrian open space, 
except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from temporary activities 
such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound from emergency 
warning signal devices. 

Commercial Corridor (B-4) Shall not exceed sixty-five (65) decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00p.m. and sixty (60) decibels on 
the A scale between 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), off premises at source of 
complaint, excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices. 

Urban Commercial Mixed Use 
(B-5) 

Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone. 

Urban Commercial Mixed Use 
(B-5b) 

Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone. 

Airport Business (A-B) Shall not exceed sixty (60) decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second at lot boundaries), 
excepting air raid sirens and similar warning devices. 

Island Business (I-B) Shall not exceed sixty (60) decibels on the A scale between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and fifty-five (55) decibels on 
the A scale between 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting 
air raid sirens and similar warning devices. 

Industrial (I-L) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone.  

Industrial (I-Lb) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone.  
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Industrial (I-M) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy (70) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Industrial (I-Ma) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy (70) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Industrial (I-Mb) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy (70) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Industrial (I-H) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy-five (75) dBA between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Industrial (I-Hb) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Seventy-five (75) dBA between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty-five (55) dBA between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of 
any residential zone.  

Office Park (O-P) The volume of sound, measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured 
according to standards prescribed by the American Standards Association), generated shall not exceed sixty (60) 
decibels on the A scale, on impulse (less than one (1) second), at lot boundaries, excepting air raid sirens and 
similar warning devices. 

Eastern Waterfront Mixed (B-6) Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone.  
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Mixed Development District 
(B-7) 

Maximum permissible sound levels: The maximum permissible sound level of any continuous, regular or frequent 
source of sound produced by an activity shall be as follows: 
a. Sixty (60) dBA between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
b. Fifty (50) dBA between the hours of 10:00p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as measured at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone.  

Eastern Waterfront Port (EWPZ) The level of sound, measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured according 
to standards prescribed by the American National Standards Institute, Inc.), inherently and recurrently generated 
within the EWPZ between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. from facilities or operations commenced on or 
after July 1, 1988, shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale at or within the boundaries of any 
residential zone, except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from 
temporary activities such as festivals, sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound 
from emergency warning signal devices, and maritime navigation signals. 

Waterfront Central (WCZ) The level of sound, measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured according 
to standards prescribed by the American National Standards Institute, Inc.), inherently and recurrently generated 
within the waterfront central zone shall not exceed seventy-five (75) decibels on the A scale at the boundaries of 
any lot, except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic on public streets, sound from temporary 
activities such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency, including sound from 
emergency warning signal devices. 

Waterfront Port Development 
(WPDZ) 

The level of sound, measured by a sound level meter with frequency weighting network (manufactured according 
to standards prescribed by the American National Standards Institute, Inc.), inherently and recurrently generated 
within the waterfront port development zone between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. from industrial 
facilities or operation commenced on or after July 1, 1988, shall not exceed fifty-five (55) decibels on the A scale at 
or within the boundaries of any residential zone, except for sound from construction activities, sound from traffic 
on public streets, sound from temporary activities such as festivals, and sound created as a result of, or relating to, 
an emergency, including sound from emergency warning signal devices. 

 

 

Submitted on 3/13/17 by:  

Michael A. Russell, Director, Permitting and Inspections Department 


	Memorandum



