


LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

CITY OF PORTLAND 
Public comments will be taken at all meetings 

 
 

On Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 5:00 p.m., the Portland Historic Preservation Board will 
meet to review the following items: 

 
1. WORKSHOP 

 
i. Review of Proposed Realignment of Street and Curb; SPRING STREET 

ARTERIAL at Intersection of Spring and High Street and Intersection of 
Spring and Cross Street; Department of Public Services, Applicant.  
 
Part I:  Site Visit.  Meet at 5:00 at Intersection of Spring and High  
Part II: Workshop resumes in City Council Chambers immediately 

following site visit.   
 

Break for Dinner; Meeting Resumes at 7:00 in Council Chambers 
 
3. WORKSHOP  

 
i. Presentation by Sutherland Conservation & Consulting on Recently-
Completed Historic Assessment of Portland Company Complex; 58 FORE 
STREET; Assessment and report commissioned by the Department of Planning & 
Development, Historic Preservation Division. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Contact the Department of Planning and Urban Development, Planning Division,  
874-8726 for further information.  To access agenda materials on-line, please visit the 
following web address on or after the Friday preceding the meeting date:  
http://www.portlandmaine.gov/historic.htm 
 



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

Rick Romano, Chair 
Scott Benson, Vice Chair 

Ted Oldham 
Penny Pollard 
Julia Sheridan 

John Turk 
Bruce Wood 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD AGENDA 

September 24, 5:00 p.m. 
 

Public comment is taken at all meetings 
 

There is no public hearing portion of this meeting. 
 

On Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 5:00 p.m., the Portland Historic Preservation Board will meet to review 
the following items: 

 
1. WORKSHOP 

 
i. Review of Proposed Realignment of Street and Curb; SPRING STREET ARTERIAL at 

Intersection of Spring and High Street and Intersection of Spring and Cross Street; 
Department of Public Services, Applicant.  
 
Part I:  Site Visit.  Meet at 5:00 at Intersection of Spring and High  
Part II: Workshop resumes in City Council Chambers immediately following site 

visit.   
 

Break for Dinner; Meeting Resumes at 7:00 in Council Chambers 
 
2. WORKSHOP  

 
i. Presentation by Sutherland Conservation & Consulting on Recently-Completed Historic 
 Assessment of Portland Company Complex; 58 FORE STREET; Assessment and report 
 commissioned by the Department of Planning & Development, Historic Preservation 
 Division. 
 
 

 
 
Contact the Department of Planning and Urban Development, Planning Division,  
874-8726 for further information.  To access agenda materials on-line, please visit the following web address on or 
after the Friday preceding the meeting date:  http://www.portlandmaine.gov/AgendaCenter 

http://www.portlandmaine.gov/AgendaCenter
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September 19, 2014 
 
 
To: Deb Andrews, Historic Preservation Manager 
 
From: Bruce Hyman, Bicycle & Pedestrian Program Coordinator/Project Manager 
 
Re: Spring Street Re-Design, HP Board Guidance Sought – Site Visit/2nd Workshop 
 
 
The memo provided for the Historic Preservation Board’s September 3rd meeting 
provided important background information on the timeline of the current Spring 
Street Re-Design effort that builds upon the Spring Street-Free Street Area 
Streetscape Plan which was adopted by the City Council in 2013. The Goals and 
Principles that guided this conceptual-level plan were included in that and continue to 
drive this design phase. The memo also detailed the 3-phases of implementation as 
funding becomes available in upcoming Capital Improvement Program years. 
 
Key upcoming milestones for the design phase are to finalize the Draft 50% Design 
Plans in September following the site visit and workshop on the 24th in order to hold 
a Public Meeting in mid-October. Completed design plans for the construction of 
Phase I (establish/construct new Spring Street curb line and roadway alignment, 
adjust utilities and curb-to-curb paving) are due to the MaineDOT by December 1, 
2014. 
 
We appreciate the preliminary guidance provided by the Board at the September 3rd 
workshop and look forward to meeting with you again on September 24th for the site 
walk and workshop to finalize its guidance for the completion of the Draft 50% 
Design Plans following this meeting. 
 
HP Board Guidance Received on September 3rd 
 
Principal guidance received that affects the Spring Street alignment within the 
vicinity of the Historic Districts around the Spring Street-High Street intersection 
included: 

 Assess holding the northerly curb line along Spring Street from High Street to 
Oak Street more closely to that of today, moving it up to 2’ if deemed 
beneficial to the success of street trees to provide more desired space on the 
southerly side 

 Carefully assess the selection of the street trees to preserve important views 
of the McLellan Mansion and Clapp House 

 Look to terminate the westbound bicycle lane where the westbound right turn 
lane begins (near Oak Street) 

 Avoid abrupt transitions in the alignment from Oak Street to the east to the 
project’s terminus at the Temple and Union Streets intersection 
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 Make the transitions from curb extensions at the corner of High Street less abrupt 
and less pronounced (than currently shown). 

 
Other comments submitted to the consultants and/or the HP Board on the draft September 
3rd plans relating to the roadway alignment addressed: 

 The number of turn lanes at intersections – the Concept Plan process did not include 
a traffic analysis to assess the need for turning lanes at intersections – the draft 
plans presented on September 3rd showed the recommended intersection layouts as 
of that date 

 The configuration of the streetscape, namely the location of the sidewalk and treed 
esplanades – the Concept Plan showed the sidewalk primarily adjacent to the 
curb/street – the draft plans presented the treed esplanade adjacent to the curb with 
the sidewalk primarily in its current location 

 Aligning the roadway to incentivize establishment of a new build-to line (as 
illustrated in the Concept Plan) for future development that may involve use of the 
current public right of way. 

 
Included in the packet are revised Draft 50% Design Plans for the entirety of the project 
area from west of High Street to east of the Temple-Union Streets intersection. 
 
The revised draft plans for your review on the 24th reflect: 

 A northerly curb alignment east of High Street 2’ from the existing curb (a general 
reduction in width of 8’ from the Sept 3rd Plans) 

 A southerly curb alignment east of High Street increased by 6’ (from the September 
3rd Plans ) to an overall increase from the existing curb line of 21’ 

 Elimination of the westbound bike lane near Oak Street – the bikeway would be a 
shared lane west of Oak Street 

 Elimination of the left turn lanes on Spring Street and Middle Street at the Temple-
Union Street intersection 

 Shortening of the left turn lanes and ‘shadow lanes’ (shown as flush textured 
medians) on Spring Street at the Center Street intersection 

 Small realignment of Spring Street west of High Street. 
 
The revised draft plans do not yet address/reflect: 

 Tightened up corner radii at several locations to further reduce pedestrian crossing 
distances 

 Revised curb alignment on High Street north of Spring Street for a less abrupt 
transition back to the existing curb line. 

 
This packet does not yet contain the revised draft Streetscape Layout options for sidewalk 
and esplanade configurations for the Board’s consideration. These will be distributed to the 
Board (and to the Board’s web page) on September 22nd. 
 
To illustrate the differences between the plans reviewed on September 3rd and the revised 
plans, the following table compares curb locations between the plans. 
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  Spring Street East of High Street 
  North Side South Side 
Curb line moved 
from existing curb 

9/3 Plans 5’ 15’ 
9/24 Plans 2’ 21’ 

Curb line from back 
of existing sidewalk 

9/3 Plans 20’ 29’ 
9/24 Plans 16’ 40’ 

  Spring Street East of Oak Street 
Curb line moved 
from existing curb 

9/3 Plans 8’ 7’ 
9/24 Plans 3’ 14’ 

Curb line from back 
of existing sidewalk 

9/3 Plans 24’ 21’ 
9/24 Plans 18’ 29’ 

 
These figures illustrate magnitude of the shift of the roadway closer to the existing curb line 
in the revised plans. 
 
We look forward to your spirited review of the revised draft plans. 
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